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RESPECTING THE THIRD VOLUME, 


Tue honour which the have 
done to the firft and fecond Volumes of 
the General Baptift Magazine is refpeat- 
fully acknowledged. We truft the third 
Volume will be ftill lefs unworthy of their’ — 
patronage. We wifh to avoid what a fe- 
rious mind would call dull ; yet we fhall 
‘ftill keep folid edification in view, as a 
principal ‘object. It is intended in the 
third Volume, to give a greater number — 
of Effays on paflages of Scripture, 
and on the peculiar doétrines of the 
gofpel; and of extraéts from the Hiftory 


of Chriftian Baptifm in former ages, than 


_ have been found in-the two preceding 
volumes. Some Extraéts and Anecdotes 


re{pecting the ftate of the Jews, in the oe 


feveral ages of Chriftianity, and the various - 


nations into which they have been difperf. _ 


ed, will, we prefume, be entertaining and | 
improving: particularly -refpedting the 
Impoftors that pave arifen them, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


they rejected . the Lord of glory. 


Notwithftanding the very advanced price 


of paper, we are determined that it fhall 

not be inferior, but we truft, both paper 
and print will be found fuperior, to that 
of the two preceding volumes. Our 
‘prayer is, that whatever we publifh may 


fubferve the two great purpofes which 


we with perpetually to keep in view; the 
edification of our readers, and the glory ‘of 


“our adorable Redeemer. 
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BIOGRAPHY. 


LIFE AND DEATH OF. MR. JOSEPH ALLEINE) 


LATE MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL AT TAUNTON 


IN SOMERSETSHIRE, AND AUTHOR OF THE 
ALARM TO THE UNCONVERTED. 
| Continued from Val. I. p. 488. | 
Clarke’s Lives of fundry eminent Perfons; p.148.— 


He was now, as formerly, a careful redeemer of hiS time, 
rifing about four o’clock in the morning, and {pending a con- 
fiderable time in meditation and prayer, and then followin 

his ftudies clofe in fome corner of the prifon where he could 
be private: and fometimes he fpent almoft whole nights in 


thefe exercifes, only lying down in his clothes for anhour or | 
two, and then upagain. ‘Thofe which vifited him he did not 
entertain with frivolous and frothy difcourfes, but with fuch 


as were profitable, and for their edification, applying himfelf 
unto them according to their feveral capacities, exhorting 


‘them to fuch gracious practices, which by reafon of their age — 


or temper, calling or condition, he judged them to be moft 


defective in, and dehorting them from fuch evils, as he 


thought them moft prone unto. He rejoiced that he was 


accounted worthy to fuffer in the caufe of Chrift,and encou-— 
raged the timorous; by his own, and others experience, of 


_God’s goodnefs beyond what they could have expected. 

_ He carefully obferved that rule, Matt. v. 44.| Love your 
“ enemies, blefs them that curfe you; do good 
“‘ hate you, and pray for them RF defpitefull 


perfecute ‘He never exclaimed againft thofe who were 
the chief inftruments of his fufferings, but pit 


with St. Stephen, “ Lord lay not this {in to their charge.” iy 
_ greateft harm he wifhed them, was, that they might be con- 
verted, 


Vol. II, 


them that 
ufe you, and 
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BIOGRAPHY. 


verted, fanétified, and their fouls faved in the day of the 


During the time’ of his imprifonment it could not be dif- 
cerned that his health was impaired notwithftanding his incef- 
fant labours. Yet, probably (as the phyficians afterwards 
judged) the foundation of that weaknefs which prefently after 
furprized him, and occafioned his death, was then laid. 

At his enlargement from prifon he was more earneft in his 


‘work than before: Yet willing to preferve his liberty among 


_ his people, who had no minifter that had the overfight of them, 


though fome came and preached to them in his abfence: And 


fuch multitudes reforted to him, that he judged it neceflary to 


divide them into four parts, refolving to preach to them four 

times each fabbath; but fitting that to be beyond his 
ftrength, which was much decayed, he was fain to forbear it, 

and preached only twice on the fabbaths, yet oft on the week 
days befides, at home or abroad. He-preffed all that feared 
God, efpecially fuch as were of a timorous {pirit, to be cou- 
rageous and active for God, and to be much in mutual con- 


verlings together, now that their minifters were withdrawn, 


and to be much in praifes and thankfgivings unto God, delight- 


‘perform beth yet, becaufe many 


ing themfelves in him, and denying themfelves for him, and 
rei 


ning themfelves, and all they did enjoy, to him, that the 


world might fee, that they could live comfortably on a God 


alone, on his attributes and promifes, though they fhould have 
_ He much preffed the unconverted to be more careful for the 
falvation of their fouls, efpecially confidering, that thofe were 
now removed, which longed for, and watched over their fouls, 
and they were fallen into the hands of fuch as wanted either 
fkill or will to promote their welfare: Shewing them, with 
moft tender affections, what miferable creatures they were 
whilft unconverted, and how his heart did yearn for them: 


Faw he did pray and weep for them when they were afleep : 


‘How willingly he had fuffered a year’s imprifonment for them, 

ay, how readily he would fhed his blood to procure their 
falvation. 

But it pleafed the all-wife God to take him off from this 


eager puriuit of his work and defigns for him, by vifiting 


him (in the latter end of Auguft) with much weaknefs, 
within three months after he came out of prifon. For one 


requefted by a people, whofe paftor was abfent, to preach, an 


adminifter the facrament unto them; the place being fixteen — 
miles off, he was fo difabled by the journey, that he could not 
; them came far, he forced 

 himfelr 
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‘.  himfelf to preach to them, though to his great prejudice, and 
after three or four'days, with much difficulty he returned home, 
f° and had the advice of the beft phyficians tnereabout, who, all 
of them judged that it proceeded from his ab | dant labours, | 
and preaching too foon after his meals, as he/did, when he 
preached four times a day. Thhis had fo abated the natural 
heat of his ftornach that no food would digeft, nor often ftay 
He felt no pain, but had a conftant difcompofure in his 
ftomach, and a failing of his appetite, that for many weeks he 
could not bear the {cent of flefh-meat, nor refain any liquors 
or broths, fo that he confumed fo faft, that hjs life feemed to 
draw near to an end; but God was pleafed fo to blefs the 
means, that after two months he recovered of this diftemper ; _ 
yet fo loft the ufe of his arms, that from Ottober till April, he 
_ could neither put on or off his clothes, nor write any thing. His 
hyficians and friends earneftly befought him to intermit his — 
Lkours, but could not prevail. For he continued to preach 
once, and fometimes twice every fabbath, and to vifit fron 
houfe to houfe all that winter. = 
In the fpring God was pleafed to reftore unto him thé ufe 
of his arms, for which he was exceedingly thankful, and they 
had great hopes of his recovery: And the fummer following, 
by making ufe of fome mineral waters, near Devizes, his 
ftrength was much encreafed, and he found much good by 
them. But trufting too much to that ftrength, his weak- 
nefs returned often upon him the next winter, and more in the 
fpring following. Yet his fits continued not long ata time, — 
fo that he preached, not according to, but even beyond his 
ftrength, at home and abroad: Sometimes going into remote 
places, where they had had no meetings) fince the removal 
of their minifters, which was about the {pace of two years: 


And he engaged fome of his brethren alfo to take their turns, 
which they did with great fuccels. i hE 
Now was he again much threatened, /and warrants were 
often out for him, which he rejoiced at, that when (by reafon 
of his diftempers) he could do little for (god, God would fo 
honour him, that he fhould fuffer for him in a prifon; and 
would often fay with much cheerfulnefs, that they could not 
do him a greater kindnefs: But God not feeing him fit for 
the inconveniences of a prifon, was pleafed to fpare him. | 

_ The five mile a& now taking place, he removed to a place’ 
called Willington, five miles from Taunton, to a dyer’s 
houfe in a very obfcure place, where he preached on the 
Lord’s day as he was able: But the vigilant eyes of his 
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‘enemies foon found him out there, and refolved to remove 


him, and a warrant was put in the conftable’s hands to appre- 
hend him: And the dyer was threatened to be fent to the goal 
for entertaining him: Hereupon he returned to Mr. John Mal- 
lack’s houfe, a merchant, who had often folicited him to take his 
houfe for his home, and he now accepted of his courteous. 
offer: But many of his friends in Taunton were fo earnelt, 


that to fatisfy them, he went to their houfes and ftayed with 


fome a fortnight, with others three weeks or a month, yet 
ftill taking Mr. Mallack’s for his home: And he went from 


no houfe without ferious counfels, comforts or reproofs, as 


their condition required. 


_ He went from no houfe that was willing to part from him 5 
nor could he fatisfy the requefts of one half that invited him 
to their houfes : 1 oft 
with holy Mr. Dod, that he had a hundred houfes for, one that 
he had parted with: And that though he had no goods, yet 
. he wanted nothing, his Father caring for him in every thing 5 


o that he would often blefs God, and fay 


fo that he lived a far more pleafant life, than his enemies 
that had turned him out of all. oo : 


| 


Mallack’s bountiful entertainment of him, whofe houfe, gar- 


dens, and walks were very delightful to him, being fo pleafant 
and curious, and all accommodations within fuitable there- 


unto; which made him often to fay, that he did (as Dives) fare 
_ delicioufly every day; but hoped to improve it better than 
_ hedid: And that God had inclined his heart to care for many 
_ poor, and for feveral of his brethren in the miniftry, and that 


expence upon himfelf or wife. 4 


_ He was a great obferver of each day’s providences, and 
would every night before he went to fleep, reckon them up 


now God gid reward him, not fuffering him to be at any 


to his wife, to raife his own and her heart to praife the Lord, 


and to truft to him, of whofe care and goodnefs he had fuch 


‘manifold experiences. __ 


The time for his going to the waters being come, he defired 


to keep a day of thankfgiving for all God’s merciestohim 


and his friends ; and accordingly July the roth, 1665, divers 


of his brethren in the miniftry, and of his friends in Taunton, 
met at Mr. Mallack’s houfe, about a mile from the town; 
where, after they had been a while together, came two jutftices, 

- with others attending them with fwords, and brake open the 
doors by force (though if they had pleafed, they might have 
unhatched them) and with much derifion and threatening 


language, took their names, and committed them to sas — 
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ftables, charging them to bring them the next day'to the Caftle— 
’Yavern in Taunton, before the juftices of peace there. The) 
2 next day the prifoners were brought forth, and anfwered to 
r their names as they were called; and after two days tedious 
| attendance, were all convicted for keeping a conventicle, and 
fentenced to pay three pounds apiece, or to be committed to 
prifon for threfcoree days: But few of them either paid their 
~ fines or fuffered their friends to pay it forthem. | Whereupon ~ 
Mr. Alleine, and feven minifters more, and forty private — 
perfons were committed to IIchefter goal. When Mr. Alleine 
came to the prifon, his deportment and conyerfation was 
every way as exemplary as it had been in his former con-_ 
finement. And notwithftanding his great bodily weaknefs, 
yet he conftantly took his turn with the other, minifters in- 
preaching, which the performed, moftly, twice day, befides 
fi other religious exercifes, wherein alfo he did bear his part. 
i _ Though he had many of his flock imprifor 


lo 
a 


ed with him, 
whereby he had the fairer opportunity of inftructing and 


é watching over them: yet was he not forgetful of the reft that 
. were at liberty, but wrote many letters to them, full of ferious _ 
|e and profitable matter, from which they might reap no fmall 
benefit, whilft they wanted his bodily prefence: He was alfo 
: very folicitous for thofe that were with him, that they might 
M4 be the better for their bonds, walking worthy the many and > 
: reat mercies they had enjoyed during their imprifonment ; 
_ that fo, when they returned to their houfes, they might fpeak 


and live forth the praifes of God, carrying themfelves in 
ribs refpect as became the gofpel for which they had fuf- 
: fered; which he made to appear by that wholefome ‘counfel 
‘ which he gave them the morning wherein they were deli- 
vered, which confifted of two heads. 
The firft was of Exhortation: 
I. T’o rejoice with trembling in their prifon comforts, and to 
fee that they kept them in a thankful remembrance all their lives. 
2. {Xo feed and feaft their faith upon prifon experiences. 
3.1 To Jet divine mercy be as oil to the flame of their love. 
“ () love the Lord all ye his faints !”” ee 
__. 4 To keep their manna in a golden pot, and not to for 
get him, who hath faid fo often, ** Remember mé.” | 
5- LToletthe bonds of their afflictions {trengthen the bonds 
of their affections ; to love one another the better. 2 
* 6. To let prefent indulgence fit them for future hardfhips. 
7. To caft up their accounts at their return home, and to 
_ fee whether they have goneas much forward in their fouls, as 
they have gone backward in their outward eftates. 


To 
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$. To fee that the fnuffers of the prifon make their light 
to burn the brighter; and that their courfe and difcourfe be 
the more favoury, ferious and fpiritual for this prefent trial. | 
g. To fee that they walk accurately as thofe that have the 
es of God, angels, and men.upon them, to fee what gainers 
ey have been by this affliction. 
he fecond was of Dehortation: 


x, Revile not your perfecutors, but blefs and pray for them, : 


as inftruments of conveying great mercies unto you. 


2. Let not the humble acknowledgement of God’s mercy, 


degenerate into proud, vain glorious boafting, or carnal. 


3. Be not prodigal of your liberty, upon a conceit that the 
_prifon will be eafy, nor yet fearful of adventuring in a way > 
of 


o not load others with cenfures, whofe judgment and 


_. praétice differs from yours, but humbly blefs God that hath fo 
happily directed you. 


Having fpoke thus to his fellow prifoners, he fpake thus alfo 
to his friends and brethren withthem: 
r. Let our experience be your encouragement. O love 


the Lord, ye our friends ; love the Lord; fear him for ever ; 


‘believe in him; truft him for ever for our fakes. Wehave 


tafted of the kindnefs of God. You know how good God 


hath been to us, both in fpirituals and temporals. Encou- 


rage your hearts in the Lord your God: Serve him the more 


freely and gladly for our fakes. You fee we have tried, we 


have -tafted how good the Lord is. Do you truft him the 


more, becaufe we have tried him fo much, and found he is a 
friend fo faithful, fo gracious, that we are utterly unable to 
fpeak his praife. Go on and fear not in the way of your 


_ duty: Verily there is a reward for the righteous. God hath 
given us a great reward already ; but this is but the leaft; we 


look for a kingdom. 


2. My defire to our friends is, that they will all help ue 


with their praifes: Qur tongues are too little to {peak forth 
the goodnefs and the grace of God: Do you help us in our 
praifes: Love the Lord the better ; praife es the more; and 
what is wanting in us, let it be made good by you. O that 
the praifes of God may found abroad in the country by our 
means, and for our fakes. | ie 

His imprifonment prevented his going to the waters, 
which was the caufe of the increafe of his diftempers all the 


winter following, and more in the fpring; yet not fo much 


as to take him wholly off his work, but that he preached, 


_ kept many days, and adminiftered the facrament to his people. 


Going 
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- Going to the waters in July, 1667, they had a contrary 
effet upon him to what they had at firit ; after three 
days taking them, he fell into a fever, which |feized on his 
fpirits, and his ftrength decayed fo exceedingly, that he 
feemed to be near death; but the Lord was pleafed to fpare 
him, and fo far to reftore him, that at fix weeks end he 
returned to his people; yet then finding a great decay in his 
ftrength, and weaknefs in all his limbs, -he was willing to go 
to Dorchefter to advife with Dr. Lofe,*an able phyfician, 
from whom he had received many medicines, but had never 
any converfe with him, nor had feen him. te 2 ae 
"The do&tor foon perceived his weaknefs,|and therefore 
advifed him to ftay there for a fortnight or three weeks, that 
he might direct him the better, and alter his remedies as he 
fhould fee occafion, which he readily affented to. He had 
_ not been there above five days, but the ufe of all his limbs 
was fuddenly taken from him ;. firft his arms, |then his legs, 
that he could neither ftand, nor move a finger, nor turm in 
his bed. He was given over by phyficians and friends, that 
faw him for fome weeks lying in cold fweats night and day; 
and often, for fome hours, half his body was cold, fo that in 
their apprehenfion he was dying, and received. nothing but 
ftrong cordials and broths. | 
_ Thus he lay from September 28th, to November 16th, 
before any amendment appeared, all which time he was very 
cheerful, praifing and admiring God for his mercies: But his 
f{pirits were:fo low that he fpake:feldom, and then foftly. He 
was free from pain, and when his friends admired his patience, 
he would fay, that God had not yet tried him|any thing, but 
in laying him afide from his work, and keeping him out of 
heaven. Being afked how it was with his foul in all his 
bedily weaknefs? His anfwer was, that he had not thofe 
ravifhing joys which he expected, and which fome did par- 
take of: But he had a fweet ferenity of heart and confcience, 
and a confidence: in God, grounded upon the: promifes of the 
gofpel, and did. believe that it would be well with him to 
all eternity. | 4 


(To be continued.) 
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SERMONS AND 


the EEdditor of the General Bap tif? Magazine. 
: Ar p. 284, No. VII. of “nar Magazine, W. A. fignifies a 
A defire of an anfwer to the long difputed queftion, “ Is faith | 

au the giftot God, orthe actofmani” . ~~). 
' Ido not think that it isin my power to fettle this point, fo a 
i as that it will not be difputed afterwards; but perhaps it may | 


on ‘be difputed more, and if it be, it may, I hope, by being in 
-—~-—~——s—s—ssdW etter hands, be directly guided to the place where it fhould 
A be, and fettled there foon. I will, however, God willing, 
a | amake a few obfervations on it, in order to place it, as [ 
th underftand, in a fcriptural, and a rational view. If the 
flowing lines be, in your judgment, fit to go abroad in” 
| your monthly fraveller, they are at your fervice, and I, and | 
| feveral more, will be obliged. 

| - 4. That faith is very much celebrated in the Bible, efpe- 

cially Heb. xi. cannot be denied. ‘That the facred writers 
on {peak of it very often, as being of vaft importance, is indif- _ 
| eg putable; this will, I think, fufficiently apologize for both E 

| 


_ the querift and the refponfor. 


2. I think W. A. does not wifh for adefinition of the = © 

thing, but feems to have, and toallow metohavethecommon — 

ant {criptural idea of faith, ie. believing or trufting in Chrift. : 

i. As, therefore, you feem generally to wifh for brevity, I fhall ‘ 
a os take no time to examine the different acceptations of the 


 -~word, but abide by the common one, “ believing the truth 
eae “ of the gofpel, and believing on Chrift as promifed freely in 
the gofpel for falvation.” | 
1 i 3% Itis very obfervable, that this queftion does not appear 
to be fo puzzling in the firft Chriftian age, when the apoftles’ 
| _- Jived, and preached, and wrote, as it has been the laft fift | 
years in England. We never find thefe preachers telling their 
_ people that they could not believe until God gave them | 

faith ; nor when the preachers encouraged and exhorted the | 
_ people to believe in Chrift, or to have faith in God, did tha — 

people reply, “ We cannot believe in Chrift, nor have faith 
_.. © in God, unlefs God give us faith.” Moft probably, the 
- s° perplexity on this fubject has arifen, like many other perplex- 
ities, 
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nature, if there be any diftinction of the maturt 
of faith, by many figurative words, which c 


SERMONS AND RSSAYS. 


ties, by the datknefs of popery? I am the more inclined to 
‘think and {peak thus, becaufe [ a ad 
heceflarily the effect of any obfcurity of the fcriptures on the 


am perfuaded, | that it is not 
4. Whatever faith be befides, however it be enjoyed, or 


by wl.at way foever a man is brought to have faith; that it 
is his own act whenever he has it, and however he doth it, 


cannot furely be doubted; till we refign all claim to common 


- fenfe; and give up all regard for the Bible. ore than fifty, 


ot about fifty times, in the Bible, as if defigned to fettle this 
queftion; the holy writers ufe fuch terms and phrafes as, my 


faith, thy faith; our faith; your faith; their faith;|his faith, &c. 
d by, to have no determinate mean= _ 


which will appear by an e no 
ing, but be quite unintelligible, if faith be not|the act of the 


and exercile 
ot but prove 
faith to be the act of man: befide believing; believing with 
the heart, trufting in God; and trufting in the Lord, &c, 


man. The {cripture defcribes not only the and but the 


there are fuch as taking hold; laying hold, eating and drink- _ 
ing, Chrift, looking to Chrift, fleeing to him, running to 


him ; befides confiding in him, relying on him; coming ta 


him, refting on his word; leaning on him; &e; There can 


be no difpute, that when thefe words are employe d to defcribe 
the ftate, pofture; and motions of the body, they defcribe, or 


imply action, the aétion of the perfons of whom we fpeak. 


And do they not certainly intend the fame; when ufed to 


defcribe the ftate and motions of the mind? I) cannot think 


it neceflary to proceed in the direét proof; or illuftration of 


a doctrine fo remarkably evident, otherwife it might be illufs 


trated much from the encouragements and exhortations to 
believe, from the reproofs for not doing it, and many other 
things: But it muft be totally needlets; becaufe every one 
that believes in Chrift; and knows it; knows that it is hisfelf 


_ who believes it! About one hundred and fifty times, if I do 
* mot miftake, the holy writers fpeak of it directly as the aét 


of man. In every ftate; and cafe, and mode, whi¢h is common 
to language; of the name, the firname; the verb and participle, 
they afcribe believing tomen. I believe, do you believe? doft 


thou believe? we believe, ye believed, they believed, &c. &c. 
Xs it poffible that we fhould have fuch words as|thefe in fuch 


fyntax, if faith were not the aét of man? If it be not fo, have 


-not the facred writers ftrangely mifreprefented it ? Not to fay 


‘that they have told one hundred and fifty untruths, directly or — 
‘Vol. A. Having 
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Having faid as much as I think proper, on faith being tlie 


f _ aét of man’s mind, I proceed to fpeak of faith as being the 
By a gift, we moft commonly, and moft properly, ur- 
a _‘@erftand that which was the property of one perfon, or of 
feveral perfons, or in the pofleffion of fome perfon, or in 
Bal | exiftence, before it became the property, or was in the pof- 
ia feffion of him to whom it is given, and that it was imparted _ 
aaa -as a donation from where it exifted, or by him whofe property . 
it was, or who had the prerogative to give it. 
It would be tirefome, arid almoft endlefs, to. 
A illuftrate this remark as much as it might be, from the 


€ommon ufe of the word give in the fcriptures; but any who 
5) _ ‘tehufes may do it for himfelf. If the truth of the remark 
| be allowed, as I hope it will, then, I think, it muft be allowed 


‘ae alfo, that faith cannot be the gift of God in this common ard | 

Batt _- proper fenfe of the word give. Becaufe my faith had no 
| ~~ exiftence, it was not in being in any part of unbounded fpace. 
| ae it was not the property, nor in the pofleffion of any perfon, till 
+ it was my faith. It was areal nonentity, till that moment | 
HI that I became a believer in Chrift. Chrift, the dear object, 
exifted before I believed; the gofpel, promifes, grace, minif- 
ters, by which, if I be a believer, was encouraged, per- 
a _ fuaded, and enabled to believe, all exifted before 1 became a_ 
believer. 


2. Faith is not reprefented in the {tripture as being in the 


i fame predicament as many fpiritual bleffings are. For exam-— 
_— ll ple: Faith is not among thofe that are properly called new : 
ovenant bleffings. Thefe are bleffings promifed to the : 
believer; and which are enjoyed by the believer. Even the 
a Jews themfelves fhall be partakers of thefe new covenant = 
a _ bleffings when they turn to the Lord, and if they abide not rt 
ftill in unbelief, 2 Cor. iii. 14—17, Rom. xi. 23. A 
an number of fpiritual bleffings, and religious privileges, are 
‘promifed to believérs, and the children of God, as fuch ; arid 
Th many great things are promifed and enfured to mankind in ‘ 
general, including the children of God; but I do not recol- 
that the blefled God ever promifed faith to any part 
if _ + of mankind. Where is it faid in the Bible, “ they fhall < 
| faith,” “ I will give them faith?” There iS not any 
im thing of thisin either the new covenant, of in what tne {crip- 
bi)" ture hath given us of the covenant made with Chrift ‘as 
mediator. Believers, the children of God, are taught and 
encouraged to pray for the fpirit; and for many good things 
it but 1 do not remember that unbelievers are taught and ~~ 
encouraged 
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evident that 
many other 


encouraged to pray for faith. Hence, alfo, it i 
faith is not the gift of God in the fame fenfe 
things are. | 


: 3. There is a great number of bleffings, of which the | 
- New Teftament fpeaks often and much, which are beftowed 
enjoyed through Chritt, fuch as juftificatian, pardon, 


reconciliation, peace, accefs, ftrength, eftablifhment, com-~ 
fort, confolation, conqueft, victory, falvation, deliverance | 
from wrath, everlafting life, eternal glory, &c.| But does the 


. {cripture ever place faith the fame as thefe are placed in this 

e  refpeét? Is faith ever faid to be beftowed, imparted, received, 

@ _ Some may, perhaps, by this time, be ready to fay, or to 

S | afk, Do we then believe in Chrift, and is faith from oure - 
&§ felves? Very far from it. ‘There,is a fenfe in which faith 


_may be the gift of God; but it is not in the proper com- 
mon fenfe, but in a figurative one. Many; think that the 
| apoftle, Ephef. ii. 8, fays, faith is the gift of God: many 
3 _ think fo, but fome difpute it. Some think that it is not the 
3 relative to the antecedent faith. I fhall leave the learned to 
fettle it; becaufe we have plenty of fcripture, which fuffici- 


ently explains it. <i | 

_ If the reader will ferioufly and candidly regard the follow- 

ing remarks, I hope they will be fatisfactory. 1. In order 

that finners might have faith, and believe, Chrift, the ador+ 

able object of faith, was fent for awhile into our world, to 
F finifh that awful, glorious work, which,/}as mediator, he 
* gracioufly undertook. ‘This glorious undertaking was de- 
_ clared, i. e. written and preached in the world, in order to 


faith, “ Thefe things are written that) ye might believe 
that Jefus is the Chrift, and that believing, ye might have 
“life through his name,” John xx. 31. “ Faith cometh 
a _  by-hearing, and hearing by the word of God,” Rom. x. 17. 
blefled God undoubtedly faw it neceflary, that finners 


he, therefore, has given us exceeding great and precious 
promifes ; propofed the moft glorious privileges and bleffings 
to be enjoyed in this world, while the believer lives in it, 
and enfured a world, a heaven, an eternal heaven of complete 
felicity to all believers. .Now, by a figure which puts the 
means for the effect, faith may be called the gift of God 
‘Thefe, with many other things of the fame nature, are the 
-means which God ufes to bring us finners tohelieve. This 


i _ __ 4s what the {cripture calls, Acts xiv..27, “ opening the door 
We 


fhould be encouraged, induced, and perfuaded to beljeve s 
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SERMONS AND ESSAYS: 
2. We are taught by the Lord Jefus, that, in order tq _ 


enable us to believe, we muft be drawn of the Father, i. e. of 
God. ‘Noman can come unto me, except the Father which 
“hath fent me draw him.” “ Except it were given him of 
“ my Father,” John vi. 44,65. This, it feems, was {fpoken 
to convince and inftrué the felf-righteous Jews; and it is 
well fuited to convince them, and all of their character. ‘This 
drawing, is partly by the word, as above; but from other 


texts we learn, that the grace and fpirit of God are employed 
in drawing and influencing the minds of- finners to truft in 
Chrift, Rev. xxii. 17, and 1 Pet. i. 22 is remarkable, “ fee- 
_ ing ye have purified your fouls in obeying the truth through 
® the fpirit.” Acts xviii. 27, “ who, when he was come 


<* helped them much which had believed through grace.’’ 
But what would be fufficient of itfelf, to place this matter in 
it’s clear and proper light, is ‘that definition of it by Paul tq 
the Philippians, chap. i. 29, “ For unto you it is given in 
“ the behalf of Chrift, not only to believe on him, but alfo 


“* to fuffer for his fake.” And that parallel reprefentation, 


_ mamed above—except it were given unto him of my Father. © 
I thal] explain thefe texts prefently. I only add here, that 

thefe paffages are fo plain, they appeal to the reafon of man, © 

_ @$ man is a rational creature, and to the experience of every 


believer in Chrift. That faith cannot be the gift of God, in 


a ftri€&t and proper fenfe, ‘common fenfe will fhow, becaufe 


it is ftri€tly the act of the mind of man. And yet common > 


fenfe, one would imagine, would teach any one that he can- 


not belieye in Chrift unlefs it be given him, i.e. unlefs he be | 
pecially enabled to believe! It may be granted, that if be- 
lieving ‘in Jefus were nothing more than believing that he 

_ @ied for me, there would not be that fpecia] help required, in 
_ order to it, becaufe there is nothing in the whole Bible more 


plain and pofitive than that glorious truth, “ He is the pro- 


_§ pitiation for the fins ofthe whole world.” Undoubtedly 

this truth has been believed by millions of mankind, juft the | 
fame as other truths of hiftory bd 

edly this dear, dear truth is eftablifhed, and undoubted in the 


ve been believed. Undoubt- 


infernal regions ; undoubtedly the prince of devils knows it 


as evidently as he knows that Jefus Chrift is the Holy One o 


God: But nobody will imagine that he is fpecially fied t : 


qualify him. However, believing in Chrift is a very differ- 


ent thing from believing that he died for me. It is trufting 


in him to fave me, 2 Tim. i. 12. I make no fcruple o 
_ faying, that “every poor finner who does believe in Jefus, 
Knows that he needed {pecial divine help to believe, 
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_ 3, To believe in Chrift is a mattet of fuch importance ; 
the necefity of it to loft mankind is fo great; the grace of 


God to man is fo infinite ; the need that poor finners have of 


that grace, is fo abfolute, that, as the f{criptures fay, all the 
fered Three are engaged in affifting and enabling men to truft 
in Chrift. ‘ No man can come unto me, except the Father 
« draw him,” John vi. 13.—* Who by him ( Chrift the Sony 
« do believe in God,” 4 Pet. i. 21,—“ through the’ Spirit,” 


yerfe 22. 


, If faith be at all a gift, it is the gift of God. Of this, 
I fuppofe, there is no doubt. From Phil. i. 29, it is evi- 


dent that faith is a gift, the fame as fuffering perfecution is, 


It is a manner of {peaking that the facred writers ufe fome-— 


times. -I mention only one mare, viz. Rev. xiii. 7, And 


“ it was given unto him to make war with the faints, and ta 
“ overcome them; and power was given him over all kin- | 
dreds, and tongues, and natjons.”” ‘his paflage explains 
itfelf fufficiently. The beaft to whom this perfecution was 
given, is, I fuppofe, the church or the pope of Rome: The 
dragon is the devil. Perfecution of the followers of Chrift, 


or righteoufnefs fake, is of the devil, in the fame fenfe, in a 
egreé, as the faith of believers is of God; and in the fame — 
fenfe as patiently fuffering affliction is from God. The devil 
affifts, encourages, perfuades, and enables wicked mefi to 
the good: God encourages, perfuades, affifts, and 
enables finners to believe in Chrift, and. believers to bear — 
their perfecutions and fufferings patiently. To illuftraté 
this a little, fhall be the bufinefs of my next and Jaft remark, 
5. Every thing, by which a finner is brought to believe, 


gs of God, and many of the particulars are gifts of God. The. 


contrivance of the plan of falvation’is abfolutely of God. It 
could. not haye been imagined, that the Lord Jefus fhould 


die for us: That we fhould be pardoned for his fake, through 
faith in him, if God had not, of his own good pleafure, ap- 
pointed this method, ‘This, with the gift of Chrift, the gof- 
pel, &c. we have mentionéd before ; and I now add, that al] 
the information, inftruction, and knowledge neceflary for a 
finner, as a blind, ignorant, foolifh creature, is from’ God. 
This is true, whether we apply it to the written word, or to 


that divine illumination which attends the word, read or 


preached. Turning from darknefs to light by Paul’s preach- 


ing; or if the Lord Jefus open the underftanding, to under- 


{tand the fcriptures; or the blefled God open the. eyes. to 
behold the great things of his law; ftillcall is of the ‘free, rich 
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ay All the influence and perfuafion, by which the mind of a 
f - poor finner is brought to refolve, when his underftanding 


is open to chufe this wonderful way of falvation, and to. s 

believe in Chrift, is from God. All the circumftances of ~— 

divine Providence and grace, which are any way inftrumental 4 
$n this great affair, to humble the mind of a finner, to fhow 
Bt him the vanity and worthlefinefs of all the creatures and things 
Hay of this prefent evil world, are either defigned of God, or 
a over-ruled by him, or both, for the purpofe of leading his 

| | mind to Chrift, the all, and in all. And, to fay all in a ; 

word, whatever power or ftrength is needed to enable the n 

a finner to believe in Chrift, when he does believe in him, is | 

| © from God. Thefe hints, with much more that might be 


| added, illuftrate, in fome degree, and are proved true, by the 

| texts referred to above; efpecially, it is given to you to : 
believe on his name, and, except it were given unto him of . 
my Father. ‘Neverthelefs, faith in Chrift is ftri@ly, and pro- E 
perly, the act of the mind of the finner ; not without this ‘ 
divine help, not of himfelf; but. with this help he believes in &g 


ig | 
* Now, Mr. Editor, if thefe hints on this fubje& be in any 
_ degree fuited for the purpofe for which they are defigned, they 
areat your fervice. That faith in Chrift may be well unders 
ftood ; that many of our finful fellow-ereatyures may be encou- 
_ yaged and enabled to believe in Jefus; that they who da. 
believe in him may live by the faith of the Son of God ; and 
that-you and I, and all with whom we are acquainted and 
connected in the caufe of Chriftianity, may experience divine 
fatisfaction in life, in the of death, and in our Jaft 
hours, in that we know whom we have believed, and are per- _ 
fuaded that he is able to keep that which we have committed © 
to him, againft that day, is the earneft and fincere prayer of 
| “Your "Sy affectionately, 


. 


| Subftance of Mr . Kingsford’s SERMON at the Affembly, 
| | om Vatah Init. 


| (Continued from page 488.) 
have noticed, 1, What we are here taught 
i to feck after, “ That the righteoufnef§ of Zion may go forth. 
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H as brightnefs, and the falvation of Jerufalem as a lamp that 
“ burneth.”? We proceed, 2, to confider the means we muft 
— ufe to this end, “ I will not hold my peace, I will not reft.’* 

Here is, 1, a firm refolution, built on the importance of the 

———- fubje&, it’s import is, “ I will not be filent.” ‘The prefent 

and future happinefs of immortal fouls, are objects of infinite 

---: Magnitude, and well may Chriftians and minifters refolve to 
act in their refpetive fpheres for the good of their fellow-men 
who muft live for ever. May weall be difpofed to fay, thefe 
things have we defired of the Lord, and thefe will we feek 


mi after. We will pray for Zion, earneftty, affectionately, 
e | conftantly. We will plead for Zion, among the ungodly 
a and among the faints. “To cry aloud and {pare not—to found 
. an alarm upon the holy mountain, 1s to act like the difciples 
s of Chrift. “ If thefe fhould hold their peace, the ftones 
would immediately cry out.”” But many make refo— 
@ lutions, they “ refolve and re-refolve, and die the fame.” 
Therefore, 2, our text includes exertion. Many have a 
_ mame in the church on earth, who fee religion deelime, and 
| are unconcerned for it, whatever were their refolutions when 
they firft joined the church; others there are, who are real 


; 


_ friends to the Redeemer, and they fee, with filent forrow, the 
declining ftate of religion in the church of Chrift. Are any 
fuch prefent?. My brethren, this is not acting according to 
the model in our text: “ I will not hold my peace.” Some 
are ready to fay, were I placed in different cirrcumftanees thaa 
thofe [ am in, I would exert myfelf for the good of the church 
of God. The beft way to prove that this would be the cafe, 
is to exert ourfelves in the fituations in which Providence 
has placed us; if we do not, it is highly probable that other 
circumftances would produce other excufes. But, 3, our text 
implies perfeverance: ‘ I will not reft until the righteoufnefs,” 
&c. Itis not enough that “ ye did run well,” but ye muft-en- 
-dure tothe end. Blefled is that fervant whom his Lord: when 
he cometh, fhall find watching. . God’s watchmen muft never 
hold their peace, day nor night. Minifters in indigent cir- 
cumftances may experience much difficulty in perfevering — 

‘exertions, from the preflure of worldly cmilarrateies: In 

2 their Redeemer they may fee that poverty and zeal united in- 
| the fame perfon, for though he had not where to lay his head, 
} yet fuch was his conduct, that it brought to his apoitles’ minds 

predi€tion which they faw accomplifhed in him, “ The 

«© zeal of thine houfe hath eaten me up.” ‘Thofe in pofleffion | 

OF riches, arein danger of relaxing in perfevering exertions. 

im religion. ‘Their cennexions in life have a 
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dency-to prevent their conidefcending to men of low degteé. - 
‘Thofe comfortably fettled in bufinefs; are in danger from their 


 — werldly purfuits; which without watchfulnefs and prayer, wil} 
i aa make, them hold their peace, and. be at reft; when the ftate of_ 

q lh teligion calls for exertion and perfeverance in the caufe of 
“TEhofe who fit down with round falaries in churches 
well eridowed; are in danger of becoming indifferent, indo- 


jent, infolent, and inftead of perfevering exertions; they may 
poffibly content themfelyes with eternally reading over their — 
a old; fermons, with more indifference in themfelves, and lefs 
iy _ effect on their hearers than when they read a newfpaper, yet _ 
it they will tell God in every prayer, that they expeét a large © 


.)  weward at the Jaft day. Methinks it will be well if he does 
fay, “Son, remember that thou in thy life-time receivedft 
| — & thy. things ;. for ye ate the fat, ye clothed you with the 
wool, ye killedthem that were fed, but ye did not feed the 
an _* flock.”’. We muft each give account of himfelf to God. 
ai Let us examine our own hearts; and let us be active for the 
oi _good-of fouls in our ftations.as they are. Shall enemies tri- 
aii). _ guimph,- and we be unconcerned ? Shall Ifrael be in Egypt, and 
_ we not mourn? or Judah in Babylon, and we not fay, “ If 
i _ 7 forget thee; O Jerufalem, let my right hand forget it’s 
If I do not remember thee let my tongue cleave to 


_ “the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerufalem to my 
This brings us to the third thing propofed; namely; The 
|. motive that muft influence our hearts—“ For Zion’s fake.” 
i _ Have you refolved to ufe perfevering efforts in the caufe of 
4 religion ? What powerful motive has influenced your minds ? 
iia It muft be for the fake of fomething. Is it for the fake of 


— 


1% worldly gunt Some have faid, “ put me into the prieft’s 
“office that I may get a piece of bread.” Wordly gain is 


-what many have in view, and they fhew, that to them “ gain 

“is godlinefs.”” Is it for the fake of aname? Many rifk 
_ all for this. The builders of Babel engaged in that laborious 

-work, faying, “ Let us make asa name.” Is it for the fake 
Ate of Chriit? His enemies have done much. for the fake of 
1 their hatred to Chrift (Matt. v. 11.) His difciples haye 


| done much, and fuffered much, from love to Chrift (as Rom: 
ye vill. 36.) Your love to Chrift, and his church, is infeparably E 
aa’ econnested, for the church is his body, the fulnefs of him 4 
filleth all in all. Let a regard to the church of Chrift. 
‘1° sanfluence your minds in all your concerns in it; and in all Z 
ea -your conduct in the world. For the fake of her peace and i 
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not hold, &c. 


falem a praife in the earth.’? Amen, 


- fent, and without putting fornething as good in the place, 
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King and her laws—her ordinances and promifes—her com- 


forts and profpects, fay in the language of my text, “ I will 
‘« Ye that make mention of the Lord keep not filence, 


& and give him no reft till he eftablith, and till he make Jerus 
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To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazines fy 


SIR, 
_ THE infertion of the following Remarks ofa celebrated 
Divine, from Jofh. vii. 21, will oblige 


COVETOUSNESS. 


| head <2. covet, is to defire beyond bounds—God hath fet thefe 


bounds—he hath bounded paffion by reafon, and feafon by 
religion and the nature of things. Ifa man of twenty years 
of age, to whom Providence hath given both reafon ahd 
paffions, fhould lay.afide his reafon, and make .ufe of only 
his paffions, he would aé as prepofteroufly as if having both 
fees and arms hé fhould refolve to walk with his legs, but 
never make the leaft ufe of his arms. May I fay? Yes, let 
me fay, reafon is intended’ to poife the paffions, ahd to pre- 
vent a fall. Perhaps all this is too general, let us, in a fhort 


detail, fhew the unreafonablenefs of covetoufnefs. 


- Covetoufnefs is unjuft. Let the prince enjdy the privilege 


- of his birth; let the man who hath hazarded his life for wealth 


wa it in peace ; let the induftrious enjoy the fruit of his 
abour, to transfer his property to myfelf without his con- 


eh be an act of injuftice. Only to covet is td with to be 
 Covetoufnefs is cruel. A man of this difpofition is obliged — 
to harden his heatt againft a thoufand plaintive voices, voices 
of poor, fatherlefs, fick, aged, and bereaved people in diftrefs5 
Voices that fet many an eye a ttickling, but which make ng 
impreffion on a covetous man. 
is A covetou$ man was once 
Child; has he no feelings of gratitude for his nurfes? Or, if — 
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dren or grandchildren left in want? Shall the whole wor! 
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they be dead, has he rione for other poor women now employed 


if nurfing fuch.as he was, and whofe tendernefs and care wil! 


- never be half paid for? He was once in bufinefs, hath he no 


feelings of gratitude for the old fervants who affifted him te 
gét his wealth? or, if they be dead, are none of their chil+ 
labour for this old mifer, one to feed him, another to guard | 
him, and all to make him happy; and fhall he refemble the 


_ barren earth, that returns nothing. to him that drefleth it? 


_ Covetoufnefs is a foolifh vice ; it deftroys a man’s, reputa- 
tion, makes every body fufpect him for a thief, and watch © 
him ;. it breaks his relt, fills him with care and anxiety, 
excites the avarice of a robber, and the indignation of a houfe~ 


is a black ingratitude. 


breaker ; it endangers his life, and depart how he will, he dies - 


unbleft and unpitied. =... . 

_ Covetoufnefs is unprecedented in all our examples of 
virtue. The fcripture fhews us many forts of good men, 
and honeftly acknowledges their faults. One fpoke unad- 
vifedly-with his lips, another curfed and fwore, a third was in 
a paflion, a fourth committed adultery ; but which of the > 
faints ever lived in a habit of covetgufnefs ? It is Judas who 


hanged himfelf, and not fuch as Peter whom covetous men — 


imitate. 


_ Covetoufnefs is idolatry : It is the. apa of the heart, 
where, as in a temple, a miferable wretch excludes God, fets 
up gold initead of him, and places that confidence in it which 


belongs tothe great Supreme alone. The fears and the hopes, 


the ferrows and the joys of a mifer hover about his idol as 
the {pirits of the juft wait round the throne of God, In 
effect, the blafphemy of fuch a criminal addreffes that to gold 
which good men ay to God—“ Whom have I in heaven but 
“‘ thee’ and there is none upon earth that I defire befides 

_ After all this, we affect to wonder that God fhould choofe 
to give us one example of the punifhment of fuch a finner, 
Weare not fhocked at Providence, when we fee a mifer ftarve 
himfelf to death ; but fhould the Judge of the world prevent 


with his 
piace of every 


ang 
about to 


earth 


| i iS killing himielf, and choole:to make him edify the world 
a: _ by his death, after he had fcandalized it by his life, why fhould 
we be aftonifhed? This man was ftoned and 
i, ~~. €ompanions, and the place was called (as the 
mifer deferves) ‘¢ the allay. of Trouble, to this day,” . 
Obferve the mifer. with his. bag ; with what an. 
jealous leer the wily fox creeps ftealthily about and 
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earth his prey! He-hath not a friend in the world, and jude 
ing of others by himfelf, he thinks there is not an honeft man 
upon earth, no, not one that can be trufted. Doth it not vex 
an ingenuous foul to fee fuch an image of a beaft in the fhape 
of a man? Difguftful triumph! “ Behold it is hid in the 
earth, in the midft of my tent.” 
Remark his caution. ' He turns his back on his idol, trudges _ 
far away; looks lean, and-hangs all about his own fkeleton 
enfigns of poverty, never avoiding people in diftrefs, but . 
always comforting himfelf with the hope that nobody knows 
of his treafure, and that therefore nobody expects any 
affiftance from him. /How véxatious to any upright foul 
to fee a wretch feeding on falfehood, and revolving: in 
‘his memory, by way of pleafure, “ Behold it is hid in 
“the earth,” &c. “Take notice of the juft contempt in 
which mankind hold this hoary mafs of meannefs ; he thinks 
‘his wealth is hid; but it is not hid; his own anxious fide 
‘looks betray the fecret. People reckon for him, talk over 
all his profits, omit his expences and lofs, and declare his 
wealth to be double what it is, and judge of his duty ac- 
cording to their own notions of his al lays out. 
this good work for him, another rates him .at)fo much 
‘oat ee a charity, and all execrate him for not doing what 
-is not in his power. Mark his hypocrify: He weeps over 
__the profligacy of the poor, and fays, “ itis a fad: thin they 
_ are brought up without being educated in the fear of God, 44 
_ He laments every time the bell tolls, the condition of widows 
and orphans ! He celebrates the praife of learning, and prays 
for the down-pouring of the fpirit on his fanctuary, and then 
how his foul would be refrefhed ! What a comfortable Chrif- 
tian then would he be! Tell this “ fon of the morning, 
“ there are fchoolmafters waiting to inftruét youth.” Tell — 
him of widows, orphans, &c. and all thefe wait only for a 
Jittle of his money to pay for cutting’a canal. See how 
thunderftruck he is ! ‘His folemn face becomes lank and black, 
he fufpects he has been too liberal already, why he taxed 
and others fpared? &c. &c. This ignoble foul tells you he 
‘would not give a wedge of gold to fave you all from eternal — 
ruin; but he fays, God is not like him; God loves you, 
and will fave you freely. This is ftriétly true; but’ this 
inftead of freezing, fhould warm the hearts’ of all who are 
_able, and fet them a running into aéts of generofity. “ Jofhua 
« obtained a ii when the fun ftood till ; but when ava- 
““ rice was at work Jofhua was defeated,”=«Grace be with 


‘you all, Amen, | 
BAPTIST 
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Continued from page 505 of Vol. 


Anno 1755 to 1760. 
a We have hitherto principally confined our attention to 
i! _ the progrefs of religion, and the ftate of the church in the . 

| county of Leicefter, including a part of the counties of Derby 


and Nottingham. But while Barton, Melbourn, Kegworth, 
i and other places in the neighbourhood of each, were the moft 
: fruitful fields in which thefe labourers were employed, there 
were other places which one or other were continually endea- 
- ‘youring to add to their boundaries. Nor were the regular 
preachers the only men who had the intereft at heart. Every 
_ private member in a greater or lefs degree, feemed to pofleis = = = 
‘an enterprifing fpirit, and an unconquerable defire anddeter= 
_ ‘mination to propagate what to them appeared the truth of the | 
ae ‘geipel And, however the more cool and difpaffionate pro- 
flors of religion might be difpofed to pronounce thefe cha-~ 


i _* acters as enthufiaftic and wild, yet it is prefumed, the major 
i part of Chriftians will own, they poffeffed a confiftency in 
ie ‘one view, which, alas! multitudes now muft own they have 
~~ Noft, if ever they poffeffed it at all. Thefe new profeffors 4 


regarded religion as the principal thing. They not only pro- 
feffed this, but their that all 
_ things but lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift 
 Jefus the Lord.’”’ Religion was uppermoft with them, at _ 
homeor abroad. Not only their fabbaths, but much of that 
*time which others devote to fecular concerns, and pleafing 
-amufements, was by them diligently employed in converfing 
with, and inftructing thofe, who, hey thought, needed their — 
fervices. ‘This conduct, by modern, and fafhionable pro- 
feflors, would be deemed exceffively intrufive, and though in 
words they acknowledge religion to be the higheft concern of . 
rational beings, they treat it in a manner which evinces a 
It has already been noticed, that a {mall intereft was raifed 
at Hinktey in the county of Leicefter, in which place <a 
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‘Ault fixed his refidence, and for fome time continued to 


shag even after he had feparated from the people at Barton, 


His preaching, however, did not long prevent the Barton 
preachers occafionally paying their vifits, as there were fome 
who ftill were attached to their caufe. Among thefe were 
‘Thomas Perkins, who afterwards became a preacher, and 
John Shipman, with feveral others, whofe names, it is hoped, 
are in the Lamb’s book of life. The preaching at Hinkley, 


afterwards became a mean of extending the caufe into War- 


wickfhire; and at Longford, near Coventry, more efpe- 


cially, a foundation was laid for raifing an intereft, which 


fn a few years became of confiderable magnitude. What 
contributed more immediately to their firft introduction here, 
was the temporary removal of a young man from Dife- 
worth, whofe name was Robert Sheffield*, who, by acci- 
dent, went to work at Exhall, near Bedworth; and boarded 
with a diffenting family of the independent perfuafion. Mr. 
Sheffield being zealous, and active in his endeayours to pro- 
pagate his fentiments, fpared no pains to bring this family 
to his perfuafion; but though his fuccefs was not equal to 
his wifhes, he did not labour in yain. This family was 


ftrenuoufly attached to the doctrines of Calvinifm, and 


r. Sheffield as ftrenuoufly oppofed them. He perfuaded 
part of the mai to hear at Hinkley, though diftant about 


eight or nine miles. The refult was, that one of the daugh- 


ters renounced Calyjnifm, and embraced the doétrine of 
general redemption, This o¢cafioned great uneafinefs to her 
parents, who folicited the interference of their minifter, the 

ev. Mr, Adams, of Bedworth, and fome other of the prine 
cipal members of that congregation. ‘The minifter argued 
with her on the fubject, endeavouring to conyince her of her 


error. This, however, was ineffectual, the ftill perfifting to 


adhere to the people at Hinkley, and the doétrines they main- 


‘tained, In confequence of this, a meeting was propofed for 
_the purpofe of difputation, between Mr. Adams, attended by © 
fome of the Bedworth congregation, and fome of the friends 

belonging to the church at Barton. This meeting was, 
accordingly, held in the veftry belonging to the meeting at 


Bedworth, and the perfons who compofed the phalanx from 
Barton fociety, were John Aldridge, 


mas Swift, and John Shipman. Each fide, no doub 
themfelves in the beft pofture for the conteft; but, alas! the 


homas Perkins, Tho- 
t, put 


4 Mr. Shefheld 1S yet living and is a worth and vene bl “ss 
member of the church at Melbourn | 


Barton 
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Barton heroes were totally ynacquainted with. polemical 
oat tactics. Of courle, they were thrown into confufion, at the 
‘a firft fireof the enemy. As they knew not how to form their 
Sava yanks, or even prefent their piece when loaded, it is not 
i a to be wondered at that they could not rally their forces, and 
aa recover their ground. ‘To flee would be dreadful cowar- 
hae _ dice, and to maintain an orderly battle impoffible; and, 
HE therefore, this was their only alternative; they fell to it, pell- 
mell, and fuch confufion of languages was witnefled, as per- 
haps, has rarely occurred fince the building of the tower of 
~’ It would be well for the credit and progrefs of religion, _ 
if it’s profeflors were more influenced by the pure and bene- E 
volent principles of the gofpel, and thus renounce every thing : 
tending to intolerance and perfecution; but itisnouncom- 
me | -- mon thing for men to be ignorant of their,own fpirit,, and 
| ‘not fufficiently aware of the tendency of their own conduct. 
Jn a church profefledly requiring uniformity of faith, with- 
aie - out allowing ‘a man to think for himfelf, it is confiftent with 


+ 


is, | | fuch a profeffion to perfecute thofe who refufe to {wallow 
every noftrum which fuch nurfes and doors prefcribe for 

their fouls ; but for Proteftants, and PRoTEsTANT Dissen- 
|.) PERS to perfecute each other, is fo monftroufly abfurd, that it 
4s inconceivable how any man can have the impudence to 
rt | ___ elaim the name of either one or the other, who has not fo- 
|) jemnly abjured every fpecies of religious perfecution. . 

ah | The advantage gained by the minifter and people at Bed- 
eh worth, over the people from Barton, not only occafioned a 


temporary triumph, and a little vain-glory, this might 
/, ' have been borne; but in addition to this, fome of the vic- 
| | torious party proceeded to perfonal infult and abufe. A mob 
ayy was collected on their leaving the town, and little fhort of 
‘/}.. outrageous violence was indicated by.the behaviour of the 
bh affailants. What ‘was full more. cruel, the young woman, 

for her new _profeffion, was difcarded by her 
oi parents, and obliged to feck an afylum among her new ac- 
a quaintances at Hinkley and Barton. In this fituation fhe. 

| aa ‘continued about three quarters of a year, when her ‘parents 


‘Among thofe who were her companions, and who require 


a invited her to return; but as fhe underftood they were yet 

Be unwilling to allow her the choice of her worfhip, fhe declined 
“ee to accept it on fuch unfavourable conditions. She, however, 

eal , eturned as a vifitant, and after a fhort time, perfuaded her 

H ) brother and fifter, with a few other neighbours, to attend at 

| Hinkley with her. 
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“ your mafter, I am a Chriftian.” It may eafi 


world to be fri 
©“ mafter that I re 


_ fheep within his own fold. His fermons contained bit 
—Ainvectives againft thefe upftart religionifts; and had the 


OF GENERAL BAPTISTS. 2% 
thore particular mention in this narrative, are William Smith* 
and his wife, who then were inhabitants of Exhall, They, 
with the reft, travelled to Hinkley to hear, and foon profefied 
to be converted. Mr. Smith being an aétive and laborious 


‘maf, and peculiarly zealous for the welfare of his neighbours, 
made it his bufinefs to converfe with almoft all who came in 


his way. In fhort, he foon raifed an uproar ‘in the parifh, 
which rdufed up the old !dozing vicar té more animation and 


vigilance. He fent for William Smith, who accordingly 


went. The vicar afked him feveral queftions relative to the 


of this noife, and ‘foon began a religious difpute, 


The fubjeét in debate was juftification: The vicar infifting 


on works, aiid Mr. Smith on faith, as the means of it. The 
_ vicar took James, and Mr. Smith chofe Paul to decide it; but 


neither James nor’ Paul fettled it to the fatisfaction of both. © 


_ They’ therefore, left it as they found it. The vicar, how- 


ever, fent the next’ morning to Mr. Smith, to inquire what 


he called himfelf, or what denomination he chofe to rank 


himfelf under ; but Mr. Smith, not being over complaifant, nor 
inclined to give a direct anfwer, returned this rep Tell 
| I y be fup- 
pofed this would be deemed by the clergyman, rather as an 
intended affront, than a reply to his queftion. He, there- 


fore, fent word to Mr. Smith in return, that if he did not — 


choofe to refrain from converfing with the parifhioners on the 
fubject of religion, he might expect to be perfecuted for his 
pains. Mr. Sith, ‘however, was one of the laft men in the 
ghted, and made his rejoinder, * Tell your 
) ard neither him nor his perfecution; for 
« T mean to bo’ to haven myfelf, and to take all I can with 
“me.” ‘This daring meffage exafperated the vicar ftill 
more, and caufed him to bé “ inftant in feafon, amd out of — 
“ feafon,” to ftop. the progrefs of herefy, and to “~ his 


itter 


plague been in the parifh, he could not ‘have founded a better 


* Mr. Smith fooh commenced preacher, and laboured abun; 
dantly, in conné&tion with the other preachers. When the 
church was divided, he was chofen co-paftor with G. Hicklin; 
ever the church at Hinkley and Longford, and continue 


fuch ull December, 1772. Mr Smith, after that period, was 


fet over the people at Hinklley, and Mr. Hicking at Longford, 
and the people formed intotwo diftin& churches. Mr. Smith 


- continued in this fituation till December the 7th, 1798, when 
he finithed his courte, 179%; 


alarm, 
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ei ae alarm. His conduét herein, had a very different effect ta 
ae what he intended, though exaétly the fame which fuch con- 
ar | duct generally produces. Had he, and many others of the fame 
| aa ‘ftamp, taken no notice of thofe they deem fanatics, as they 


-rofe from obfcurity, fo to obfcurity and oblivion they foon 
gmight have.returned; but by expofing them to ridicule, they 
acquire an eminence they could never otherwife reach, and — 
- gain a confequence beyond even their own moft fanguine 
expectations. 
The railing fermons of the vicar excited curiofity among 
his hearers; and curiofity, when excited in any confiderable 
degree, is not eafily fupprefled. Many determined to “ hear 
<< what thefe babblers would fay,” and were abfolutely taken 
in the net, which the worthy vicar had forewarned them to _ 
avoid. Meetings for prayer, reading, &c. were held inthe _ 
neighbourhood; and jn-the year 1760, a houfe: was taken, — 
« and licenfed for the’ purpofe of preaching. ‘This occafioned 
' ‘more difturbance than ever, for the vulgar, who are gene-— 
rally proper tools for thofe in higher-ftations, made it their 
bufinefs frequently to difturb and interrupt the public wor- 
Confiderable Outrages were often committed, even fo 
) a as to render it dangerous to attend. At length fome of the 
principals detected, and fummoned before a magiftrate, 
oe who a them a fuitable reprimand, and for fome time abated © 


a) the fury of the populace, though it did not extinguifh the 
aii} fire which was kindled in the breafts of zealots and bigots. 
‘This continued ftill internally to burn, and like: Vefuvius 

or Etna, iffued fmoke with hollow groans, and now and 

i: then fparks, which foreboded a more dreadful irruption; but — 


i es the devouring lava was fupprefled, or defolatioh would 
ve overfpread the newly cultivated fields. 
Po The number of converts increafing, and hearers accu- 


| 

HW tmulating from the different parifhes round, feveral leading 

| } people in the neighbourhood began to be fhockingly alarrtied. 

| i. hey ufed various private means to fupprefs them. "The 

ae vicar of Exhall had fpent his force, and therefore, applicas 

nt tion was made to a clefgyman of Folefhill, the Rev. Mr: 

ie _ Brookes, in order that, he might advife them what fteps 
‘to purfue ; but he was not difvofed to countenahce their 


it es proceedings. It is true, they requefted his advice, and he 
| 


ah). as cheerfully gave it; but it was of a nature very different 
* |. to their wifhes. It was advice, however, which evinced the 
| foundnefs ef his judgment, and the benevolence of his heart. 
an “ Refrain from thefe men, and let them alone; for tf this 


“ counfel, or this work, be of.men, it will come to nought 
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an extent to the defcription . 


and that there was a great number of canals, which are_now 


® but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, left haply ye 
be found even to fight againft God.” * ‘This feafonable 


and candid advice had a very proper effect, and deferves to be 


egy eens as a memorial, no lefs to the honour of the Rev. — 


r. Brookes, of Folefhill, than the celebrated Gamaliel of 
(To be continued.) 


ACCOUNT OF EGYPT.. 

It is thought by fome, whofe judgment deferves refpect, that” 
an extraé&t from Bifhop Newton’s Diflertations on the 
Prophecies contérning may be an agreeable arti- 
cle in the General Baptift Magazine. ‘The bifhop’s in- 
valuable work is certainly well known by many; yet, it 
may be reafonably prefumed, that the greéateft part of our 
readers are very little acquainted with it. An extract 
from it will, theréfdre,; be publifhed, God willing, in the 
two enfuing Numbers. Before this, however, it may not 
be improper to give our lefs-informed readers a fhort 
Account of the Country, from the laft improved edition 
of Brookes’s General Gazetteer. ‘Thofe who are ac- 
-quainted with books, know that a larger Account of 
Egypt, may be found in Rollin’s Ancient ‘Hiftory, and — 
the writings of many other authors, 


Keyrrt, a country of Africa, 606 miles indength, and 


250 where broadeft; bounded on the north by,the Mediter- 
fanean, on the fouth by Nubia, on the éeaft by the Red Sea 
and the ifthmus of Suez, and on the weft by the deferts te 
the eaft of Fezgan. The broadeft part is from Alexandria 
to Damietta, and thence it gradually grows narrower, till it 
approaches Nubia. This country, fo famous in hiftery, has 
the ancients 
have given of it; but when we Confider the fertility of . the 
€ountry, that not a foot of ground remained uncultivated, 


filled up, their accounts do not feem improbable. Egypt is 
divided into the Upper, Middle, and, Lower ; which laft com- 
prehends the Delta; and Mou the air is naturally hot, and 

many other.advantages, that 
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clined, S2ladine 
became fo powerful in time, that they extended their domi- 
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it has a been extremely populous. The ancient kings 
governed Egypt, till Cambyfes became mafter of it, 525 
years before Chrift, and in their time all thofe wonderful 


 ftructures were raifed, which we cannot behold without 
aftonifhment. Thefe are the pyramids, the labyrinth, the 
-immenfe grottos of the Thebais ; the obelifks, temples, and 


pompous palaces; the lake Moeris,and the vaft canals, which 


ferved both for trade, and to render the land fruitful. After 
_ this conqueft, Cambyfes demolifhes the temples, and perfe- 
_ cuted the priefts... This .country.continued.under the Perfian 
yoke till the time of Alexander the Great, who, having con- 


quered Perfia, built the city of Alexandria.- He was fuc- 
ceeded by Ptolemy, the fon of Lagos, 324 -years before 


Chrift. “Ten kings of that name fucceeded each other, till 
Cleopatra, the fifter of the laft Ptolemy, afcended the throne ; 
‘when Egypt became a Roman province, and continued fo till 

the reign of Omar, the fecond calif of the fucceffors of Ma- - 


homet, who drove away the Romans, after it had been in 
their hands 700 Php When the power of the ealifs de- 
e 


t up the empire of the Mamlouks, which 


nions over a great part of Africa, Syria, and Arabia. Lat 


of all, Selim, a ‘Turkifh emperor, conquered Egypt. ‘The 
prefent population of Egypt is computed at 2,300,000. The- 
inhabitants are compofed of four different races of. people ; 


the Turks, who pretend to be mafters of the country; the 


Arabs, who were conquered by the Turks; the Copths, 


who are defcended from the firft Egyptians that became 
Chriftians ; and the Mamlouks, who were originally Cir- 
taffian or Mingrelian flaves, and ‘being the only military 
force are the real mafters of the country. Egypt has been, 
for many years, diftratted by the civil wars between the 


different contending beys, by which it’s 24 provinces were 
governed. ‘The famous Haffan Ali, the Turkifh admiral, 


wained’ feveral victories over them in 1786; but though he 
reprefied, “he could not totally fubdue them; and the Ottoman 


‘power in this country is now fuppofed to be extremely pr abe || 


rious.’ Egypt carried on a confiderable trade in Eaft India 
commioditiés, till the Portuguefe found the way round the Cape 


_ Of Good Hope. However, :the of Europe vifit 


the harbours in the Mediterranean, and‘ import and export 


feveral forts of meérchandife and from other parts the fatives 


get tlephants-teetli, ebony; gold-duft, mufk, civet, amber- 
gris, and coffee. The gotd-duft: is brought from Negroland 
to Fez and Morocco, and thence to, Cairo, over — 
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Qeferts. The principal commodities which the merchants 


purchafe, are coffee, fenna, caffia, rhubarb, fal ammoniac, 


myrrh, faffron, faltpetre, aloes, opium, indigo, fugar, fandal 


wood, dates, cotton cloth, &c. The complexion of the 
Egyptians is tawny, and the further fouth the darker, fo that 
thofe near Nubia are almoft black. They are generally in- 


-dolent and cowardly: The richer fort do nothing all day but 


drink coffee, {moak tobacco and fleep ; and they are ignorant, 


proud, haughty, and ridiculoufly vain. From March’ to 
~November, the heat, to an European, is almoft infupport- 


able ; but the other months are more temperate. The fouth 
winds are by the natives called poifonous winds, or the hot 


winds of the deferts: They are of fuch extreme heat and 


aridity, that no animated body expofed to it can withftand 
it’s fatal influence. During the three days that it generally 
Jafts, the ftreets are deferted ; and woe to the traveller whom 


this wind furprifes remote from fhelter. It rains very feldom 


in Egypt; but that want is fully fupplied by the annual inun-— 


- dation’ of the Nile. When the waters retire, all the ground 


is covered with mud ; then they only harrow their corn into it, — 


and, in the following March, they have ufually a plentiful 


harveft: Their rice fields are fupplied with water from canals 
and refervoirs. ‘There is no place in the world better fur- 
nifhed with corn, flefh, fifh, fugar, fruits, and all forts of 
rden ftuff; and in Lower Egypt are oranges, lemons, figs, 
ates, almonds, caffia, and plantains, in great plenty. ‘The 


_ fands are fo fubtile that they penetrate into the clofets, chefts, 
_and cabinets, which, with the hot winds, are probably the 


caufe of fore eyes being fo very common here. ~The animals 


_ of Egypt are tygers, hyenas, antelopes, apes, black cattle, fine 
horfes, large affes, crocodiles, the hippopotamus, the camelion, 


and a kind of rat called ichneumon ; oftriches, eagles, hawks, 
pelicans, water fowls of all kinds, and the ibis, which rew — 


fembles a duck, and’ was deified by the ancient Egyptians, 


on account of it’s deftroying ferpents and noxious infects. 
Here is a ferpent called the ceraftes, or horned viper, whofe 
bite is fatal to thofe who have not the fecret of guarding — 
againft it: For fome of the natives can play with the ceraftes, 


and it will not attempt to bite them; but when applied to a 


hen or any other animal, it has inftantly bit and killed them. 
Late authors have expatiated‘on the curious fubjeé of the in- 
eantation of ferpents, and have no doubt of it’s reality: It is © 
certainly alluded to in holy writ. . (See Pfalm }viii. 4, 5: Ecclef. 


‘x. 11, and Jerem. viii. 17.) The pyramids of Egypt are. 


noticed by all travellers; the largeft takes up ten acres of 
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ground, and is, as well as the reft, built upon a rock. . Here 


are alfo caverns, out of which they get the mummies, or 
embalmed dead bodies, which are found in coffins fet up, 


Sight in niches of the walls, and have continued there at- 
leaft 4000 years: of thefé- have been brought to Eng~. 


land, and were formerly deemed of great ufe in medicine. 
‘The prinetpal city is Cairo. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Fo the Editer of the General Baptif? Magazine. 


DEAR SIR, 


the following Refolutions meet your approbation, 


fhall be pleafed to fee them inferted as foon as convenient. 
‘Thefe Refolutions are extracéted from the Life of the lata 


Rev. and pious Mr. Jonathan Edwards, prefident of New- 


Jerfey, and formed by him about the twentieth ‘and twenty. 
moft to God’s glory; and my own good, profit, and pleafurey 
in the whole of my duration, without any confideration of the 
time, whether now, or ever fo many myriads of ages hence. 


II. .Refolved to do whatever I think to be my duty, and 
moft for the and advantage of mankind in general. Re- 


— folved to do this, whatever difficultics I meet with, how many 


and how great foever, 
_ III: Refolved to be continually endeavouring to find out 


IV. Refolved, never to do any manner of thing, whether 


fome new invention and contrivance, to promote the fores 


in foul or body, lefs or more, but what tends to the glory 


of God; nor be, nor fuffer it, if I can avoid it. 
_ V. Refolved, never to lofe one moment of time; but 
improve it in the moft profitable way I poffibly can. | 


VI, Refolved to live with all my might, while I do live. 


_ VII. Refolved, never to do any thing, which I fhould be 
afraid to do, if it'were the laft hour of my life, 


__ VUI. Refolved to think much; on all occafions of my owl 
Wying, and.of the circumftances which attend death, 
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ee lous, or matter of laughter on an Lord’s day. 
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Ix. Refolved, when I think of any theorem in divi- 
nity to be folyed, immediately to do what I can: towards — 
folving it, if circumftances do not hinder. 

X. Relolved to be endeavouring to find out fit objets of 
charity and liberality. 

XI. Refolved never to do any. thin: 
XH. Refolved, never to fuffer the 


out of revenge. 
motions of anger 


XII Refolved, that I will live, fo as I fhall wifh I had 


done, when I come to die, 


XIV. Refolved to live fo at all times as I think is beft in 
my devout frames, and when I have cleareft notions of the 
things of the gofpel, and another world. — 

XV. Refolyed to maintain the ftricteft temperance in 
eating and drinking. 

XVL a never to do any thing, which if I fhould — 
fee in another, I fhould count a juit occafion to défpife him 


for, or to think a 7 way the more meanly of him. — 


XVII. Refolved, whenever I do any confpicuoufly evil 
action, to trace it back, till I come to the original caufe ; and 
then both carefully endeavour to do fo no more, and to fight 
and pray with all my might againft the original of it. — 


XVIII. Refolved to ftudy the fcriptures fo fteadily, con- 


fantly, and frequently, that I may find, and plainly penne 
‘myfelf to grow in the knowledge of the fame. 


XIX. Refolved to ftrive to my utmoft, every week, to be 


brought higher in religion, and to a higher exercile of grace, 
than I was the week before. 


XX. Refolved to be ftriétly and firmly faithful to my truft, 


that that in Prov. xx. 6, “* a faithful man who can find,” may 
not be partly fulfilled in me. | 


XXL. Refolved, always to do what I can towards making, 


maintaining, and eftablifhing peace, when it can be without 
over-balancing detriment in other ref} 


XXII. Refolved, in narrations never to fpeak any thing 


but the pure and fim ple truth. 


XXIII. Refolved, never to fpeak evil of any, except fome 


particular good call for it. 


XXIV. Refolved, to enquire every night, as I am goin 
to bed, wherein I have been walioont what fin Boing 


“contmitted, and wherein I have denied myfelf; alfo at the 


end of every week, month, and year, 


XXYV. Refolved, never to fpeak any thing that is ridie 


never. to do thing that fo much 
queltion 
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queftion the lawfulnefs of, as that I intend, at the fame time, 


to confider and examine afterwards,- whether i it be lawful or 
no; except I as much queftion the lawfulnefs of the omiffion. | 


XXVII. Refolved to afk myfelf at the end of every day, 


week, month, and year, wherein I could poffibly, i in any res 


fpect, have done better. 

XXVIII. Refolved, fever till I dic, to act 
as if I were any way my own, but entirely, and altogether, 
God’s. 

 XXIX. Refolved, never to allow the leaft mesfure of any 
fretting uneafinefs at my father and mother. Refolved to 


fuffer no effeéts of it, fo much as in the leaft alteration of 


fpeech, or motion of my eye: And to be efpecially careful of 
it, with refpect to any of our. family. 

_ _ XXX. Refolved, to endeavour to my utmoft, to deny 
‘whatever is not moft agreeable to a good, and univerfally 
{weet and benevolent, quiet, peaceable, contented, eafy, com- 


paffionate, generous, humble, meek, modeft, fubmiffive, oblige — 
ing, diligent, and induftrious, charitable, even, patient, moder= — 


ate, forgiving, fincere temper; and to do at all times what 
a temper would lead me to. Examine ftrictly, every 
week, whether have done fo. 

XXXI. Refolved, conftantly, with the utmoft nicenefs 


and diligence, and the ftridte fcrutiny, to be looking inte 


the ftate of my foul, that I may know whether I have truly 


not have any negligence, refpecting this, to repent of. 
XXXII. Refolved, I will ac& fo as I think I fhall judge 
would have been beft, and moft prudent, when I come into 
‘the .uture world, 

XXXII. I frequently hear perfons in old age fay how 
they would live, if they were to live their lives over again : 

Refolved, that I will live juft fo as I can think I fhall with 

I had done, fuppofing I live to old age. 

XXXIV. Wissnver I hear any thing fpoken in conver~ 


- fation of any perfon, if I think it would be praife-worthy in 


me, refolved to endeavour to imitate it. 

XXXV. Refolved, to endeavour to my utmoft, to act as 
_ Lean think I fhould do, if I had already nes the happinefs 
of heaven, and hell torments. 
_ . K¥XVI. Refolved, never to give over, nor in the leaft to 
flacken, m © Cc saga with my corruptions, however unfuccels~ 
ful I may 


XXXVII. Refolved, when I fear : 


fitics, examine whether [have done my duty, and refolve 


an intereft in Chrift or no; ; that when I come to die, I may | 
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to doit; and let it be juft as Providence orders it, I will, — 
as ns as I can, be concerned about nothing but my duty, and 
my fin. aid 
| XXXVIIL. Refolved, never to do any thing but duty, and 
then, according to Ephef. vi. 6, 7, 8, do it willingly and 
cheerfully, as unto the Lord, and not to man; knowing that 
_ whatever good thing any man doth, the fame fhall he receive 
 XXXIX. Refolved, very much to exercife mytelf in this. 

all my life long, viz. with the greateft opennefs I am capa- 
ble of, to declare my ways to God, and lay open my foul to. 
him: All my fins, temptations, difficulties, forrows, fears, 

hopes, defires, and every thing, and every circumftance. 
' XL. Refolved, after afflictions, to enquire, what | am 
the better: for them? What good J have got by them? And 

what I might have got by them. 


Lo the Editor of the General Buptif?’ Magazine. 


MR. EDITOR, 


The’ following Reflections on Death, were occafioned by 
the death of a young man, who was taken away fuddenly. 

If you think they are worthy, and will tend to imprefs ferious 
_ thoughts of death upon the readers of your Magazine, they 


are at your fervice. 


| 


_ ALAS! in that grave lie the remains of a fellow-mortal. 

A few days ago he was as I am now—he was young, vigor- 
ous, and active—he imagined he had yet many days to come, 
many blooming profpects before him, many engaging fcenes 
to pafs through, numerous pleafures to enjoy, and many 
glittering fhows of happinefs feemed to prefent themfelves to 
his view, which he, ere long, would be in polleffion of: 
But ah! Death ftretched his bow,. the arrow flew, the victim 
fell—he fell to rife no more. ‘Alas! his hopes, his ideal 
thoughts of happinefs for years to come, are fled—thofe eyes 
that once fparkled with youthful fire, are now clofed in ever- 
fafting fleep—thofe bluthing cheeks, which once, with rofy 
health were beautifully tinted, now wear a pale and deathlike 
hue-that captivating tongue, which often told the large 
defires which flamed within his anxious breaft, is now in 
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_ thee ftand with humble confidence before thy Judge, at the 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
faddeft filencé fealed: Alas ! inftead of focial friends, and lov 

ing relatives, worms, vile, crawling worms, are his Companions 
—a damp, a clay cold bed, is the beft accommodation, he wha 
once could lie upon a foft and downy one, can now com- 


mand. Oh, my foul! muft thou alfo feel this gloomy re- 


verfe? Muft thou lie down with worms? Oh, thou cruel 
tyrant! thou defpoiler of the human race, muft I fubmit to _ 
thy power? Fall by thy arm? Can nought ward off the 


heavy blow? Alas! his adamantine heart feels no emotions 


of tendefnefs and pity, from the moft endearing connections, | 
engaging affociates: Ihe mighty ravager bears away his 
prize with unrelenting fury. No bribe can allure his hand— 
no mortal can evade his fwift purfuit—but all, and thou, O, 
my foul ! muft fall beneath his ftroke. | 
Am I prepared, O, my foul! if he fhould cut the thin 
and brittle thread of life to night ? Am I ready to obey his 
fummons, and with joy refign my worldly all, fo that | may 
but be ufhered into the prefence of my deareft Lord and 


Saviour? Does his terrible appearance deter and daunt my 


fpirits ? Do I feel afraid, and fhrink with fear from the folemn 

thought that I muft die? O, my foul! confider the ground 
on which thou ftandeft—ferioufly remark .and weigh thy in- 
moft thoughts, and fee whether they are capable of making 


awful day of retribution—look over the accounts which ftand 
betwixt thee and thy God, and fee whether thou art clear and 


| ges from the imputation of fin; continually truft upon thy 


edeemer, and rely on his falvation—bring every thought 
and action into to his will; often view thy inherit- 
ance in the everlafting regions of peace and purity—ever live 
while here, in the Conftant practice of felf-denial to every 
luftful paffion, and in the coy offering up of adoration, 
prayer, and praife, to him who fitteth upon the throne, before | 
whofe glorious prefence angels and archangels veil their faces 
with their wings. My foul! let this but be thy experience 
and the gloomy vale of death fhall fimile with heavenly ver 
dure—all his difmal forms fhall then aflume the bleft etherial 
features of a cherub—the comforts of the gofpel thal confole 


and enliven thee when expiring in the arms of death ; faints. © 


> 


fhall meet thee at the golden gates of blifs, and lead thy weary «- - 


feet through cryftal ftreets, to fields where never fading _ 
ipring abides, and all her joyous train, Amen. : 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


If the following Anecdote of Dr. Manton, a worthy non- 
conformift, is worthy a place in your mifcellany, it is at 


ANECDOTE. 


_ BEING to preach before the Lord-mayor, the court of 
_ Aldermen, &c. at St. Paul’s, the doctor chofe a fubject in 
4 which he had an opportunity of difplaying his judgment and 
learning. He was heard with admiration and applaufe by the 
_ more intelligent part of the audience. Butas he was return- 
ing from dinner with the Lord-mayor, in the evening, a poor ~ 
man followed him, pulled him by the fleeve of his gown, and 
afked him if he were the gentleman that preached before the 
Lord-mayor: He replied he was. “ Sir,’ fays he, “ I came 
" “ with hopes of getting fome good for my foul, but I was 
| « arse difappointed ; for I could not underftand a great 
“ deal of what you faid; you were quite above me.” ‘The 
Doétor replied with tears, ‘“* Friend, if I did not give. you a_ 
“ fermon, you have given me one, and by the grace of God, I 
“¢ will never play the fool, to preach before my Lord-mayor, 


“in fuch a manner, again,” 


To the Editor of the Goweral Baptift Magazine. 
SIR, 


e IT is with infinite fatisfaction, that I find your mifcellany 
vehicle for general information, through fuch a fund 
___ Of knowledge is circulated, and expedited among the General _ 
3 Baptifts, that is happily calculated to infpire the hearts of 
: the ferious with love and adoration to the great Donor of all 
ae bleffings, and to excite every one to walk worthy of the vocation 
_ wherewith he is called, as becomes the fons and daughters of 
the Moft High ; it is, however, requifite that every one fhould 
_ know the part he is called to aét, left by attempting what his. 
Capacities are not competent for, he fhould bring an indeli- — 
ble ftain on that caufe which he has efponfed. If one of 
your fenfible and judicious correfpondents would be at the 
Vol. JI, troukle 
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a ais ‘ 


‘Spheres. 


or things in heaven, Col. i. 20. 


~ Ts it confiftent with fcripture, for a perfon to have the 
office of an elder who is incapable of teaching in public, _ 
though otherwife well qualified? If, Mr. Editor, this comes — 
within the compafs of your defign, and you will be fo obliging 

as to indulge me with correction, to let it appear as foon as 
convenient, it will be efteemed.a favour by your young cor- 


_I SHALE be thankful to you, or.any of-your correfpon4 
dents, for the true meaning of our Saviour’s words, John 
what. means the apoftle by being perfect, Phil. iii. 

=What.are we to underftand by God reconciling all things _ 
to himfelf by Jefus.Chrift, whether they be things in earth — 


“I fhould be thankful alfo, for a brief expofition of 1 Thefl. 
Vv. 23, and a plain diftinctien-between fpirit, foul, and body, 
ANECDOTE, 


BROOKS, in his difcourfes on Clofet Prayer, fays, 


« T-have read of Ingo, an ancient king of the Draves and__ 
Veneds, who making a ftately feaft, appointed all his pagan. 


“ nobles to fit in the hall below,; and, at the fame. time, — 
** commanded certain poor Chriftians to be brought up into, ~ 


_ his prefence chamber, to fit with him at his table, that they, — 


“might eat of his kingly cheer ; at which many wonderings, 
‘“he told them, that he accounted Chriftians, though never fo, 
poo, a greater ornament at his table, and more, worthy of. 
“ his company, e. greateft nobles that were not COM> 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
if Milouble of fending an aufwer to the following queftion, it will, 
it I make no doubt, be the means of fome filling an office which 
Pal they hold, with lefs uneafinefs, and:confequently with greater 
advantage, or caufe them to refign and act in their proper 
| 
verted £9 the Chriftian faith for,” faith he, when thelg. 


& pagan fhall be thruft down to hell, thefe poor Chrif. 


RECEIVED jour letter, and am glad to hear that. you 
enjoy your ufual health and 


for good; and his ears are 


‘and endeavour to excel. 


 Aug.: 98. 
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“ tians fhall be my canforts, and fellow princes, in 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine: 

The following fhort- Letter from a father to his fon at a 
boarding fchool, might, perhaps; afford forme ufeful hints 
both to parents and children. If you think proper to honour 
it with a place in your ufeful Magazine, it will oblige 

feveral of your readers, as well as — ~ 


| {pirits. As you fequefted.m 

to write to you, I have complied with your wifhes ; and fhal 
always take a pleafure in obliging you, as long as you. be« 
You are now from! under my eye; but remember, that 


His eye is likewife, to watch over you 

od; and his ears are always open to your prayers. Rea 
tire, therefore, frequently, and pray to him, that. 
you may find grace in his fight; and forget not to pray, and, 


fhe eye of God is upon you; and if you fin, he will mark 


to pray earneltly, for. yout ‘dear parents, who, as you well. 
Ys 


Know, love you fincerely, and never forget to pray for you. ., 
_Be careful to avoid the company of wicked boys, but 
Chufe the company of the good: never quarrel with your: 
{chool-fellows : be. peaceable -yourfelf, and encourage others 
to be fo. Pay a ftrict regard to the commands of your wor- 
thy mafter and miftrefs; and behave with humility to the 
fervants. Be very attentive to your bufinels in the ichools 
- In attending. to thefe directions, you will not only infire 
my efteem, but the efteerh of all yous 
foundation for future happinefsy-if it pleafe 


are you to years of maturity, 


atfeAionate father, 

ememnber to keep the day. 
| 2 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Mag ant re ‘ 
MR. EDITOR, | 


As the following Dialogue may not be unacceptable to fome 

_ Of your readers, and as it fhews the undaunted courage of 
an eminent non-conformift, when brought before his ene= 
mies, and his bold replies to all their queftions, I hope it 
will not fail of yielding not only amufement, but inftru¢s 
tion, to all your correfpondents. 


Your’s, 
OBSERVER. 
MR. CHARLES (the fubjeét of this Dialogue) was 
Sept. 6, 1633, at Chefterfield in Derbyfhire. . When he firft 
‘entered the miniftry, Sir John Curzon prefented him the parifh 
of Mickleover, near Derby. He obferved his ejection, out 
ef his living, as a faft all his life after. When he left his 
parfonage-houfe he wrote thus in his Diary: “ For thy 
“fake, O Lord, I left my houfe. So far as I can look into 
| “my hheart, for thine only have I left houfes and lands ; may 
| *¢ | have my hundred-fold in the world to come.” ee 
_ After his being turned out, he preached at feveral places, © 
but his longeft fettlements were at Belper and Hull. At the 
latter place he was with one Mr. Afthley, a diflenting minifter, 
mprifoned; concerning which he writes thus: “ A prifoner | 
_ for Chrift ! good Lord! What is this for a poor worm ? 
_ Such honour have not all his faints. Both the degrees I 
« took in the univerfity, have not fet me fo high as when [ 
commenced prifoner for Chrift.” 
+ On Feb. 2, 1682, being brought before the magiftrates, 
~ Mr. Charles. I am here, my mafters, in obedience to 
our warrant: What’s your pleafure with me? But I pray’ - 
you, confider before you do any thing, that imprifoning the 
' ginifters of the gofpel is the devil’s work; and Ido not 
apprehend you can do his work and efcape his wages. 
Aldermen. Mr. Charles, we expected another mannor of 


{Alutation from 3 
Mre Charles. What tanner of falutation, gentlemen, 
Aldermen, A {falutation of peace; you are to preach the — 
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@o all wicked and impenitent finners, and hard hearted hypo~ 


er ites. 
Aldermen. You are fo, 
Mr. Charles. But, my mafters, are there no malefaétors — 
- jn Hull, but two minifters of the gofpel, Mr. Afhly and 1? 
Are there no drunkards, no fwearers, no fabbath-breakers ? 
Nay, if you look into your cellars, is there nothing of the 
growth, and produét, and manufactory, of the French king’s 
Mayor. You may inform— (hereupon he was ordered 
to withdraw. Being called in a little after, the difcourfe 
was continued thus :) 


“Aldermen. Mr. Charles, have ‘you taken the oaths af 


allegiance and fupremacy ¢ 
Mr. Charles. .I am ready to take them. 
' Mr. Charles, I came not here to accufe myfelf. 
Mr. Charles. You know what I do. . See 
an houfe in Mytton-gate? 


Aldermen, Are you in -holy orders,. according ta the 
- Aldermen. Do you inhabit the town: And have you not 
_« Mr. Charles. You can tell as well asI. But, gentle-— 
men, before you pafs any ugly fentence, confider the dying 
-wotes of the laft Weftminfter parliaments, of immortal honour, 
_ © Refolved, that the execution of the penal laws upon dif. 
“ fenting-Proteftants, is at this time grievous to the fubjects, 
“ and a furtherance to popery, and a weakening to the Pro- 
* teftant religion, and dangerous to the kingdom.” 
Aldermen. ‘It was not their dying votes, | eee 
Mr. Charles. ‘They were their 2 votes. 
Aldermen. It was the papifts they intended. 
Mr. Charles. It was on the behalf of the diflenting Pro- 
teftants that the votes pafled. | 
Aldermen. Do you call the execution of the king’s laws 
_ Mr. Charles. But before you execute the king’s laws, 
I pray you hear me this one thing; There have been fome, 
perfons in England, who have made as great a figure in the 
world as any in Hull (no difparagement to the worthieft of 
_ you) who were hanged for executing the king’s laws. 
Aldermen. ‘That is: fedition. 
Mr. Charles. Sedition! Sedition! and all our chronicles 
ajid biftories, and feveral of our Jaw books and atts of parlia- 
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of it. But if you will execute the law, ih 
do not out-do the law; for it is fevere enough upon us. 
- Aldermen. If we do, you may look for your remedy. 
Remedy! [had rather never be fick, ‘than 


i be put to look for my remedy. 


_ Aldermen. When was there ever any hanged for exe+ 
cuting the king’s laws ? "There never was any fuch thing. 

© Mr. Charles. Yes, Empfon and Dudley, for executing 
the king’s laws in enry the Seventh’s time, were hatiged 

in the “firft’ yea arry the Eighth; and this very law 

which you ‘are to execute upon me, was obtained of 
a parliament of fuch conftitution, that it was carried but by 

two votes of ros yeas, againft 103 nos. © 

Aldermen. We did not fend for you to preach to us. 

Mr. Charles. I doubt you want one to tell you the 

truth 

‘Aldermen. We have a Proteftant church, and a Protef= 

tant mint 

Mr. Charles. Long, tan may) you fo have, yes, 
pray, let me acquaint you with this ; the Jews had a church 
eftablifhed by God’s‘own law, and a eftablifhed by 
_law, and yet their filencing, imprifoning, and murdering a 
few poor fithermen, that were commiffioned by the Redeemer 
of the world to preach the everlafting gofpel, coft them {6 
dear, that God has not done reckoning with them unto this 
day ; and it is now above 1600 years ago. 

Aldermen. It was not for filencing the apofties 5 it was 
for: crucifying Chrift. 

_ Mr. Charles. It was fo indeed; but that did not fill up 
the meafure of their fin ;' nor bring the wrath of God upon 
them and their pofterity to the uttermoft, till they forbad the 


1 re to preach to the Gentiles, that they mig it: be faved, 


Aldermen. We have as learned men in the churth of 

England a3 you. 

‘Mr. Charles, Yes, fome whole books I am not worthy = 

to wipe the duft from. 

"Fown clerk. He does not {peak as he thinks. 

Mr. Charles. How can you tell that, unlefs you were © 

_ God Almighty, the fearcher of hearts, whofe prerogative 

@nily that is? Are not you the town clerk? 
Yes. 


Mr. Chrarles.. I with you had fo much wifdom and honefty 
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| CORRESPONDENCE: 39 
’ blefled apoftle- St. Paul ;; but you are very brifk againft me. 
I pray you, gentlemen, do not judge my cafe, and deprive 

me of my liberty, by a piece of the law, but let the whole 

act be read. 


Aldermen.  ’Tis. a. long aét, and we. muft go to dinner ;— 
but. one of them. faid,, “ It is a fhort aét, a thort a&! let it 


« be read:” For which he had. little thanks given. him by __ 


fome. However, the act was read, and then they went on.— 
Mr. Charles. Where are the two witnefles Let me fee 
them face to face, (according to the manner of England) | 


that will fwear I was. the parfon, vicar, or curate, anddid — 
refufe to give my affent or confent to take the oath, andito * 


make the declaration, according to the act of uniformity. 
Aldermen. It is no matter, by 
Mr. Charles. There muft needs be proof that [ am fuch — 
a perfon as the act. defcribes, for there are-more preachers 
in Hull than Mr. Afhly and I, And you may as well, if 
you have not proof that I am the parfon, vicar, or curate, 
fend for the man that goes next by in the ftreets, and exe~ 
eute the five mile act upon him, . 
- Aldermen, .Do you think we fit here like-a company, of 
evan a you take and fubfcribe the oath, according to 
Mr. Charles. Let me fee it proved, according to the act,. 
that I am concerned. in it, and then I will. tell. you more.of. 


_ Aldermen. ‘You do preach, yoy do baptize, you. de. ad» 
minifter the facrament. 
Mr. Charles. Did 'youfeeme? 
Aldermen. No: But we did hear fo. | 1 
Mr. Charles. And.will you deprive a.man of liberty by 
hearfay? You may then find yourfelves: work. enough as. 
_ Upon this he was ordered to withdraw; and he was carried. 
to gaol, and imprifoned fix months. After he was fet at. 
liberty, he continued labouring among his:people to. the: day, 


of his death. Heé was an accurate,.lively;.and fuecefsfut. 


preachers indefatigably {ftudious ; very; retired. and devouts, 
prudent. economift; of:a warm and .courageous: tempers: 
ang a zealous reprover.of reigning. vicese : 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


On Lord’s-day, Jan. 6, 1799, brother Pollard preached 
at Sutton, Kegworth, and Long-Whatton, when the follow-_ 
_ ging fums were collected for the fupport of the General Bap- 
tift academy : Viz. at 


2 S 14) alt branches of Keg- 
worth-church, 4 


3h 
For which our friends, at thefe feveral places, are requefted 


_ t0 accept the thanks of the Committee. __ 
____ ‘Two other branches of the fame church intend giving their 
affiftance, whenconvenient. 
The thanks of the Committee are prefented to William 
Halmes; of Kegworth, gent. for his liberal donation of — 
10 to this inftitution, received of Mr. Barrowcliff. 
/ "Phe Committee alfo prefent their thanks to our brethren 
at Smalley, for their collection of 7 © forthe fame 
purpofe. Paidto the treafurer by Mr. Felkin. 
| _ The Committee alfo with to give notice to the feveral 
churches the connection, that any young men in their 
| €ommunion, of promifing minifterial abilities, who to 
= receive the advantage of this inftitution, may fend their re- 
quefts to Mr. B. Pollard, Quorndon, Leicefterfhire, or Mr. 
mat Robert Smith, Nottingham, who will lay all communica- 
tions, thus received, before the Committee. . 
_ » The-General Baptifts have fet apart a houfe for divine 
worfhip, near the Red Cow-Lane, in Mile-End-Road, Lon 
don. This houfe was opened on Wednefday evening, 
_ @3dinftant. The Rev. Mr. J. Biffil, from Leake, in Leiceftér-— 
. ita —_ the fervice, by finging part of the 132d 
plalm, and prayer. The Rev. Mr. of London, 
continued the fervice, by finging part of the 84th pfalm, — 
and prayer. The Rev. Mr. D. ‘Taylor, after finging ano- | 
ther part of the 132d pfalm, delivered a difcourfe, from 
Exod. xx. 24. and the fervice was concluded with prayer, \— 
and finging the 117th pfalm. The place was well filled; 
and there is good reafon to believe, that the God of our mer- 
‘igs fulfilled the word of his grace to thofe who attended, _ 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
‘May fuch feafons of facred pleafure be frequently ¢ en njoyed i im 


that, and every other place; where the name of t ¢ Lord 
recorded 


The next conference of the General Bapti ifts in 
fhire, Deine. &e. will be at jae on the 26th’ af 


Mareh. The minifters appointed to preach, are brother R. 
Smith, and brother B. Pollard: And brother .Felkin will 


preach on the Mondayevening. ‘They put up at the Bell-inn. 


SACRED 


To the Editor of the G. B. M. | Another birth awaits a Mo when the 


aie land thee on th* eternal 

he following very valuable piece, 
wrote by thé Rev, $amuel Davies on 
the birth of his thiréfon, is} perhaps, 
unknown to the generality of your 
readers, therefore you will, by infert- 
ing it in your mifcellany, oblige 


Thy cradle rocks toward the neighbour- 
ing tomb ;) 
| Then thall:immortals fay, ** fon ts 
¥ our’ ‘6 born, 2? 


little wond'rous miniature | From glory then toglory thou thalt rifé, 
> of man, — Or fink from deep to deeper miferies 5 
| Form’d by unerring Wifdom’s perfect | Afcend perfections ever fcale, 
‘plan ; Or fill defcend from gulph to guiph im 
Thou little ftranger, from eternal night | hell 
Emerging into life’s immortal light 
‘Thou heir of worlds unknown, thou Thou on tnfant f cade 
Where s young embryo fhall it’s | Cars a heart 
Enlarging, rip’ning ftill, and never ftand, anxious fue the grand 
This glimm’ring fpark of being, jut | chy young foul, fo late by Heav'n 
ftruc | 
nothing by the all-creating rock, 


| Forget her father, and forget her God # 
‘To immortality fhall flame and butn- 
When funs and fans to native darknefs imprifon'd in this nent 
turn 5 
To tyrant lufts the fall an helplefs 
Thou fhalt the ruins of the world furvive 
And through the rounds of endiefs ages 
‘Now thou art born into an ftate Her immortality hhould ber curte 
Of dubious trial for thy future fate : | 
Now thou art lifted in the war of life, | Maker of fouls ! avert fo dire a doom, ° 
The prize immente, and Q! fevere. the | Or fnatch her back to native nothing's 
rife gloom! 
G 


ve 
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“$Yeche following lines deferve a place i in 
your ufefy) and valuable work, they 


are at your fervice. They are not 
tyanfmitted from an idea of their 


vit, but from a defire to perpetuate 
“the memory of the dear departed cha- 
gacter they are intended to exhibit. 


however, 
shiffible, I thall be far from thinking 
$t on account of either the writer, or 


the deceafed, being diftinguifhed by 
q different name. I am, dear Sir, 
(withing fuccefs to your work, and 
the profperity of the Redeemer’ 8 

kingdom at large) 
Your very obedient fervant, 

GILES, 
AN ELEGY 

On the much lamented Death of the 


Rev. William Meltham, late of Bof- 


ton, in the county of Lincoln, who 


“TO yon fequefter’d thade I fly, 


‘Where Witham glides along the Mer- 
lain, 


My Mufe her melancholy ftrain: 
Some friendly aufpici- 


cious y 
O, let my te drefs*d by | 


you ! 


Conceal my woes, bend oer my droop 
While in tears, my Melfham 
dead 


©, could my lab'ring pen, ‘midft all 


my {mart, 
sine a faithful image of my heart !— 
But ah, my breath evaporates in fighs, 
And flowing tears gufh from my wither- 
| ing eyes 5 


| My faithlefs pen fhrinks from my trem- 


And all my powers in confternation 
ftand !— 


Can I pourtray, without an aid fu- 


preme, 
Th’ immortal fabjed of my mournful! 
theme ? 


Infpire my "pen, thew faithfully my 


4 


Remote from mirth, andevery focia} joy, 
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While I invoke, fome glorious aid at - 
tehd, 


friend, 
Trace him through all the various {cence 
of Tife, 
| His patient calmnefs in contending ftrife, 
His perfeverance in laborious toll, 
To plow the finner’s heart’s obdurate 
foil saan 
No flatterer he, in faithful fteps he trod, 
Nor fhunn’d to tell the counfels o: his 
God : 
Not fhy, reclufe, or wifhed to hide be | 
| 
Ambiguous words the feelings of his 
mind, 


Nor ought I his humility to name, 
For Gabriel’s harp wou’d bluth with. 
confcious fhame. 


In him, methinks, that Chriftian yirtue | 


fhone, 


| There’ s fcarce his equal left beneath 


the fun: 
The more I Rrrive, I do but’ greater 
To the dear fubjec of my mournful 


ng: 

So great the man my humble pen exalts, 

So much efteem’d I'd o’erlook’d 
faults. 


Alas! can I fupprefs the rifing figh ? 
Were my eyes {prings, I'd weep my 
forrows dry-! 
Oft have my ears, with warm attention, 
hung 


| On ev'ry accent of his charming tongue; 


His foft perfuafion oft my bofom fir’d, 
And all my freezing pow’rs: with -hfe- 
infpir’d. 


Could fweeter ftrains found from celet- 


tial tongues, 


| Than while his harp play’d off the *fong 


of fongs ? 
How {weet! how melting, ev’ry note 
flow’d ; 


(Cant thou fing erceter round the 


throneof God?) | 

Thy Jefu’s love! how much it fr’a 
thy breaft, 
“My heart. can feel, but tongue ne’et 

yet exprefs’d, 
The facred ‘* kiffes of his mouth’’ be- 

ftow’d. 

Melfham, on thee, from thee as fweetly 


flow’d, 


* Alluding to his progieftive 
through Sotomon’s Song. | 


To the Editor of the G.B.M, 
4 
| | 
| 
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For grace divine ne’er yet infpir’d thy | 
But thou that grace as freely didi im- | | 


part— 
My flumbering hours reftore him to my 


view, 
Revive my and makes them} 
bleed anew ! 


‘While I review the fubjed of my 
page, 


My freezing ftrains provokes my kind- 


ling rage 
So cold, and fupine my lay, 


Enough to roufe my Meltham’s 
= b’ring clay ! 
Meltham, forgive, did bays my harp 
belong, 
A poet’s crown thow’d drefs the lyric 
fong ; 
But ah! my pen dees but thy name 
abufe, 
No vulgar fwain may court the lyric 
mufe ; ; 
‘My rural harp muft weep in humbler | 
ftrainsy | 
Xn humbler tears my oaten reed’? 
comp ains. 


And ‘now, while we fiapoaia the 
peaceful tomb, 
Afitt to thout, and hail the victor home: 


‘The time’s at hand, wherf we with him [| 


fhail fing, 
«* Grave, where’s thy boaft? and where, 
O death, thy fting 
“We foon fhall meet him on ‘hkak blifsful 
fhore, 
Where fin fhall vex, and death divide, 
no more. 


To the Editor G. B. M. 


Sir, 


Agreeable to your requeft, I have again 
fent you the Pieces, the former co- 
pies of which have been miflaid, or 
loft. 
up at the clofe ef the year; the. 


other, the Uf; of the Smelling-Bot- | 
tle. If you think they may claim a | 


corner, in the poetical department 
of your ufeful paper, their infertion 

_ will much oblige your conftant com- 
municator, 3 


MANILIUS 


The firft are Refleétions drawn. 


| 


_ | While his purer precepts there, 


| 


| 


‘SACRED POETRY. 
The Account Balanced. 


Jefus Chrift, the fame yefterday, to day, 
| and for ever, 


| 


43 


xiil, 


HERE, my foul, draw up the fum, 
And review thy actions paft; 
Lo! another year is come, — 

How haft thou improv’d the laf “a 
Haft thou fought thy neighbours’ good? — 
Lov’d, and pardon’d all thy foes ? 

Fill’d the hungry mouth food 
To the naked given 


“Free from. vanity and pride, 
And each covetous defire ? 
Have thy paffions been employ’d 
‘On right objeéts of defire ? 
} Haft thou hated ev'ry fin? 
Nor indulg’d a carnal thought ? 
Has thy reafon held the rein, 
All to fweet obedience brought ? 


Haft thou glorify’d thy God ? - 
Pra€tis’d all he has enjoin’d > 

In his ordinances trod, : 

| With fincerity of mind ? 

,Have thy moments thus been ante” | 
All thy talents toimprove; 

i Ufing time as only lent, 

Tofecure thy blifs above? 

‘But, if in the balance 
And impartial juftice fhow’d; 

| If my virtues too are weigh’d, 

| *Gainft Jehovah’s holy code 5 | 

Lighter than the yielding air, 
All'my goodnefs then will feem 5 


..Mount aloft my trembling beam.. 


i No—alas! Imuft confefs, | 


I’ve not done my Maker’s will s 
Faulty is my righteoufhefs, 

And I’m ever prone toill! 
Guilty, guilty, Lord, I lie 

Proftrate, at thy facred feet ; 
But on Jefus caft thine eye, 

He has paid the {core complete. 


| 


And his grace is ftill the fame; __ 

He’s omnipotent to fave ! | 
Coming in his pow’rful. name, 

Lo! apardon here I crave : 
While his fin-atoning blood, 

Pleads before the throne of graces 
Let me hea: thee fay, my God, 


Rife up and go in 
\ 


| 
| 
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Jone the Baptift, in the river’ Jordan. Thofe who with to 


| tift Minifter in the kingdom. | 
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All thy crimes are cancell’d quite, Ili furrender all to thee; 
By the Saviour’s facrifice || And while years and feafons fly, 
s¢ They are buried from my fight, Live to him who died forme. 
&* “Never, never, more Cheer’d by this divine rely, 
' HE Editor of the General Baptift Magazine begs ledve, 


zelpectilys to inform his friends and the public at large, that 
the firlt fix Numbers are now reprinting, with an improved 


Frontifpiece, reprefenting ‘the Baptifm of our Saviour by 


ve the New Editions of thefe firft Numbers, or to have the 
firft volume complete,’ will pleafe to apply to the Editor, 
No. 20, Mile-End-Road, London ; or to any General Bap- — 


In the next, and following Numbers, of this fecond VO- 


Jume,. will be given extracts from Bifhop Burnet’s Account 
_ of © the Lives and Sufferings of the Englifh Martyrs, who 
_ © were executed and burnt for their Religion, from the Rei 
_ of Henry IV. to the End of the Reign of queen’ Mary r 


As the bifhop’s book is fcarce, and-not much known 


- common readers, it is apprehended that thefe accounts will.be 
_sead with avidity; and they cannot be uninterefting to any 
-ferious reader. ‘That the perufal of them may be attended 
with a divine bleffing, is the earneft prayer of the Editor. 


On Tuefday, the 22d inftant, died, Mr. James Barnes, 


who has, for many years, been a pious and peaceable mem- 
ber: of the Genera] Baptift church, in Church-lane, White- 
chapel, London. After an honourable and exemplary life, he 


bore a tedious affliction with great patience, rejoicing in 


Ph Chrift; Jefus; and finifhed his courfe with great peace and 


tranquillity, 


| 


‘The or1GInaL EDITOR of the WEEKLY REGISTER 
withes it to be underftood, that he has no farther concern 
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For FEBRUARY, 1799. 
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AND DEATH OF MR. JOSEPH ALLEINE. 


Continued from page 7. 
Clarke’s Lives of fundry eminent Perfons, p.15§2. 
‘Tue minifters and Chriftians of that place were very 


compaffionate to him, vifiting and praying with, and for 


him, often. And Dr. Lofe vifited him twice a day for about 
a quarter of a year together (except when he was out of town) 
and yet would never take any fees of him. ‘The gentry alfo, 


in and about the town, fent in whatfoever they imagined — 


might be pleafing to him: fo that he neither wanted food nor 


phyfic, and he much delighted himfelf in the confideration of — 


the Lord’s kindnefs to him, in the love which he received from 
_ them, and would often fay, I was a ftranger, and mercy teok 


me in: in prifon, and it came to me: fick ahd weak, and it — 


vifited me: there were alfo fourteen young women that took 
their turns to watch with him. 


In this condition he kept his bed till December 18th, and 
then, beyond hope, in the depth of winter he began to revive 


and to get out of bed: yet could he neither go nor ftand, nor 


move a finger, having fenfe in his limbs without motion. - 


But it pleafed God, that by degrees his ftrength increafed, fo 
that he could, with help, walk a turn in his chamber, and 
when (after a time) he could do it without help, he was won- 
derfully taken with the Lord’s mercy to him: and by Febru- 
ary, with a little help, he could walk in the ftreets. Being 
-afked how he could be fo well contented to lie fo long under 


fo great weaknefs ?. He anfwered, What? 1s God my father, © 


- Jefus Chrift my Saviour, and the Spirit my fweet friend, my 
comforter and fanctifier, and heaven mine inheritance, and 
fhall I not be content without limbs and health ? Through 
grace I am fully fatisfied with my Father’s good pleafure. 


f 


THE be 
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taken with it’s comfort, nor difquieted wi 
will be gone out of it fhortly. 
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‘To another that afked him the fame queftion, he anfwered : 
“ Ehave choferr God, and he is become mine, and I know 


with whom I have trufted mylelf, which is enough. He is 


an unreafonable wretch that cannot be content with a God, 
though he hath nothing elfe: my intereft in God is all my 


Some of his friends of Taunton, coming to Dorchefter to 


fee him, he was much revived, and caufing his curtains to — 


be withdrawn, he defired them to ftand round about the bed, 
and caufed his wife to hold forth his hand to them, that they — 


u might fhake him by it, and as he was able, he fpake thus 
to them: QO, how it rejoices my heart to fee your faces, and 


to hear your voices, though | cannot as heretofore, {peak 
to you. Methinks I am now like to old Jacob, with all 


his fons about him. You now fee my weak ftate, and thus 


have I been for many weeks paft, fince I parted from Taun- 
ton; but God hath been with me, and I hope with you. Your 
prayers for me have been anfwered gee: Pog The Lord 
return them into your own bofoms. My friends, life is 


_ mine, death is mine, in that covenant I was preaching of — 
to you is all my falvation, and all my defire: although my 


body doth not profper, 1 hope my foul doth. I have lived 
a fweet life by the promifes, and I hope (through grace) I 
can die by a promife. The promifes of God are everlafting, 


‘and will ftand by us. Nothing but God in them will ftand 
us in ftead in a day of affliction. | 


_ My dear friends, I feel the power of thofe dogtrines which 


I preached unto you upon my heart. Now the doctrines of | 


faith, of repentance, of felf-denial, of the covenant of grace, 


of contentment, &c. O, that you would live them over now 


that I cannot preach to you. It’s a fhame fora believer to be © 


_ caft down under afflictions, who hath fo many glorious privi- 


leges, juftification, adoption, fanétification, and eternal glory. | 
We fhall be as the angels of God within a little while ; nay, 


to f the truth, believers are, as it were, little angels already, 
that hi 


tive in the power of faith. O, my friends ! live like 
believers :-trample this dirty. world under Pay) feet. Be not 
it’s crofles: you 


' When they came to take their leaves of him, he prayed 
with them as his weak ftate would fuffer him: and in the 
words of Mofes, and the apoftle, he blefled them in the fame 
words as he uled after the facrament. “ The Lord blefs 
* you and keep you: the Lord caufe his face to fhine upon 
“* you, and give you peace. And the God of peace, that 
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© brought again from the dead our Lord Jefus Chrift; through 
the blood of the evérlafting covenant; make you perfect in 


“every good work to do his will, working in you that — 
_ “which is pleafing in his fight, through Jefus Chrifty to 
whom be glory for ever and ever, amen.”’. Adding, 
well, farewell, my dear friends, remember me to all d aun- 
ton. I befeech you and them, if I never fee your faces 
- more, go home, and live over what. I have preached unto 
- you; and the Lord provide for you when I am:gone. O, 
Jet not all my labours and fufferings: let not my wafted — 
ftrength ; my ufelefs limbs rife up in judgment againft you 
at the great day of the Lord. 
At another time fome coming to vifit him, he fpake thus - 
to them: O, my friends, let your converfation be as becometh 
the gofpel of Chrift, whether I am prefent or abfent. Live 
what I have fpoken to you in the name of the Lord: now 
that I cannot preach unto you, let my wafted ftrength, and 
—ufelefs limbs, be a fermon to you. Behold me! 1 cannot 
move a finger : all this is come upon me for your fakes and 
the gofpel’s. It is for Chrift and you that I have thus {pent 
out myfelf; I am afraid left fome ef you, after all that I 
have fpoken to you, fhould be loft in the world. ‘There are 
many profeflors who can pray well, and talk well, whom. yet 


we fhall find at the left hand of Chrift, another day. You 


_ have your trades, your eftates, your relations: be nat taken 
with thefe, but with God; QO, live oh him: for the ord’s 
fake go home and take heed of the world, of worldly cares, 
_of worldly comforts, worldly friends, &c. and then he added: 
_ The Lord having given authority to his minifters.to bleis 
his people, I accordingly blefs you: and fo he.did: in the 
words formerly recited. And he converfed with all that — 
came to viflit 4 
upon them, and never in the leaft complaining of his afflic- : 
except to his Taunton friends to ex¢ite them ta ther 
A February he was very défirous to return to his people, 
which his doctor affented to; fearing that Dorehefter air in 
March would be too fharp for hinv; and judged that it might 
conduce to his cure .to have his mind fatisfied. At his-return 
he was much pleafed at the fight of that»place and of his 
people, who came flocking about him; and:he:fo:increafed in 
ftrength, that within a week after he was able to:feed ‘himfelf. 
But to prevent any pre} 


| ‘ejudice that might come by. the 
quent vifits of friends, he removed to Mr. Mallack’s houfe, | 


im as he was able, looking always:cheerfully 
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the inereafed in Rrength till the beginning of April, 
and then he declined again, and was foon after taken with | 


convulfion-fits, whereof he had divers the firft day and night; _ 
but by God’s bleffing upon means, he was freed from them 
for about three weeks, and then, being alone in his cham- 


ber, he was taken with a fit, wherein he fell to the ground 


and hurt his face; and his nofe bled much, which blood was — 


_ clotted and corrupt, which made his phyficians to conclude > 


that that fall faved his life: for probably had not that blood 
come from his head, he had died in that fit. Going to bed 
he flept fo well that night, that he awaked in the morning 
much refrefhed, and full of the praifes of God for his mer- 


After this he lived always in the expectation of death, fay- 
ing often, it is but a puff and I am gone, and therefore 


every night after prayer he ufed to bid all the family farewell, 
-faying he might be dead before morning. Whilft he was 


-undrefling he would be difcourfing of fpiritual things, and 


when he lay down to his reft, he ufed to fay to his wife, 


we fhall fhortly be in another bed. Farewell, my dear heart, 
the Lord blefs thee : his firft fpeeches in the morning ufuall 

were, now we have one day more, here is one more for God, 
now let us live well this day, work hard for our fouls, lay 


up much treafure in heaven this day, for we have but a few 
‘to live. | 


Henceforward the ftrength of his limbs were fo repaired, 
that they feared not his relapfing again. But about May 


_ 6th, he began to find weaknefs in his ftomach, which quickly 


fo grew upon him that he loft the ufe of his limbs again ; and 


‘May 12th, having laid fome days and nights in cold fweats 


(as formerly) he was again taken with convulfions; and _ 
having continued in a trance about four hours, his friends 
weeping about him, he at laft fpake thus unto. them: weep 
not for me; my work is done: and immediately fell into a 
violent convulfion-fit, that held him two hours, and prefegtly 


-after fell into another, wherein he rattled and was cold, info- 
‘much as 


_phyficians- faid, that his pulfe was gone, and that he would 
be dead in a few minutes; but God fhewed his power in 
reviving him beyond all expectation: yet was he not able 
to fpeak 


they thought every breath would be his Jaft. His 


to them till the next day, nor did he perfectly reco- 
ver till four days after. “Thus he continued very weak un- 


til July, moftly confined to his bed, yet cheerful, and free to 
difcourfe with any that vifited him, as long as he was able. — 


A propofal was made by his wife to the doctors, se 
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the bath was not fit for him ? Seme were for it, others againft 


it; but he himfelf was very eager for it. And a horfe- a 


litter being provided for him, though he had mot for many 
days been out of his bed; yet did the Lord fo ftrengthen — 
him, that in two.days he went almoft forty miles to Bath. 
‘The doétors there wondered to fee fuch an object, and mar- 
velled that he came fuch a journey alive, and were very 
doubtful to put him in; but, againft their judgments, he 
refolved to adventure himfelf. | 
_ At his firft appearing in the bath he was fuch a fkeleton, 
that the ladies were affrighted to fee him, as if death had 
come among them, and they could not endure tolook upon 
him. When he went firft in he could ftay but a very little 
while, yet found much refrefhing by it, and had no fymp- 
toms of his- fits, as was much feared. By God’s bleffing upon 
this means, and drinking goat’s milk, in three week’s {pace 
he could walk about his chamber and feed himfelf: his appe- 
tite came again, and his ftrength increafed: and thus he con- 
tinued till his death drew near. 
During -his time he grew in grace, to the 
joy and edification of thofe about him. He had much com- 
munion with God, and often fuch ravifhments of fpirit from. 
the confolation of the Holy Ghoft, that he was not able to 
exprefs them, nor his weak body to bear them. He was 


more cheerful than formerly, and exceeding affectionate to 
his wife, and to all his friends, efpecially to fuch as were moft 
heavenly: and the Lord was pleafed fo to order it by his 
Providence, that many fuch came to make ufe of the bath, 
as Mr, Fairclough, Mr. How, of Torrington, Mr. Jofeph 
Bernard, and divers of his Taunton friends, and of Briftol 
minifters, which was a great comfort to him in that ftrange 

Here he had many vifitors, both friends and ftrangers, — 
who came to fee and difcourfe with him, having heard what 

_ a monument of mercy he was; and to all of them he would 
fo enlarge himfelf, uponall the paflages of (sod’s dealing with 
him, as gave much content to all that heard him: and it did» 
much affect many, who were ftrangers to God and teli- 
gion, as well as unto him. He found much favour even 
amongft the worft, both gentry and others: fuch as would 
make a fcoff at religion in: others, would hearken unto him; 

yea, though he faithfully reproved them for their oaths, ex- 
ceffive drinking, wanton carriages, which he obferved in 
Bath, and there was none of them but did moft thankfully 
accept it from him, and fhewed him more refpect after rm 
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fear of death, did at firft recant; but t 


“againft the Roman church, were thereupon delivered to the 
_ «euftody of the fheriff, or other fecular officer, or magiftrate 
of the place, who upon their receiving of a writ from the 
high court of Chancery for their burning, did openly execute 
them in the prefence of a multitude of fpeGtators, fo that 
‘both their profecutions and deaths were too well known and 
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they had done before. In which he obferved much of God’s 

f§ to him, and would often fay, O, how good is it — 
to be faithful unto God! One of the vileft of thefe perfons faid — 
of him, that he never fpake with fuch a man in his life. 


BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 


THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


“ZXTRACT FROM THE BISHOP'S PREFACE, 


| Here you have the examples not only of prave bifhops 
and learned divines, but likewife lay perfons of all forts: as | 


gentlemen, lawyers, merchants, artificers, hufbandmen and la- 


bourers, the poor, the lame, and blind ; yea even women and 
tender youth, who all, with cou 
Juntarily and cheerfully yield their bodies to be confumed 
with tormenting flames, rather than forfake the truth of 
Chrift’s 


rage and refolution, did vo- 


gofpel, and embrace the erroneous doftrines and 
practices of the Roman church, tothe admiration of thofe 


‘that beheld their patience and conftancy at their death. 


Some few of them, indeed, for want of courage, or through 


hey had no reft or — 
comfort after fuch their recantation, till they openly repented 
of it, and acknowledged their fault: and then God gave 
them grace and ftrength to yield up their lives to death freely 
and cheerfully for his fake. 
As for thofe who fhall queftion the truth of the following 
hiftorical relations, let them know that they were moftly 


tranfcribed from the regifters of the refpeftive diocefes 


wherein the perfons were condemned in open court, according 


‘to the ecclefiaftical laws then in force in this kingdom. 


And the perfons fo condemned by the bifhops for herefy 


notorious to be denied. 
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SUFFERINGS OF ENGLISH MARTYRS. Ly 


LIFE OF WICKLIFF. 


IN the reign of King Edward the Third the church of 
_ England was extremely corrupted with error and fuperftition ; 
fo that the light of the gofpel of Chrift was greatly eclipfed 
and darkened with human inventions, burdenfome ceremos 
nies, and grofs idolatries. Then it pleafed Almighty God, 
about the year 1372, to ftir up John Wickliff, reader of 
divinity in Oxford, to difcover and oppofe the errors of thofe — 
times. And this he did firft in his leétures and difputations 
at Oxford, which were well liked and approved of by many 3 
and afterwards by his fermons, and public difcourfes in divers 
places in the country 5 and particularly at Lutterworth in 

f eicetterthire, of which varith he was rector. He likewife 
wrote, and difperfed divers books and treatifes, wherein he 
_ declared the truth of the gofpel, and expofed the grofs fupere 

-ftitions then ufed in the church. And by this means many 

perfons were convinced of their errors, and came to the 
_ knowledge of Chrift’s true religion. And the faid John 
Wicklif 
life, in all places wherefoever he came. 

But thefe proceedings of John Wickliff, and the fuccefs 
that his preaching’and writings had among the people, foon ~ 
ftirred up the clergy of England in general againft him. ~ 

And more efpecially Simon Sudbury, then archbifhop of 

Canterbury, became his great enemy; and he fummoned. 
John Wickliff before him in the prefence of divers bifhops, 
where he was charged with herefy, and for the fame deprived 
of his benefice. 

The things chiefly objected againft John Wickliff, were 

1. Oppofing the pope’s authority, as fupreme head of the 
church, and fucceffor of St. Peter. 

2. Teaching, that the holy eucharift, after confecration, | 
is not the very body of Chrift fubftantially, but figuratively. 

3. Affirming that the gofpel of Chrift is a fufficient rule 
for the life of every Chriftian. | 

4. Holding, that the rules, by which divers perfons that - 

—_ Te religious, are governed, add no perfection to the 
gofpel. 


Thefe things he openly maintained and defended oftentimes 


before the bifhops and clergy, at their folemn meetings, and 
would not recede from them. | 


And the articles aforefaid, with many others, colleéted out 
' @f his writings, (to which his enemies are faid to have added 
feveral 


was alfo very remarkable for his ftri&t and holy 
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LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF THE. 


feveral invenitiots of their own) were fent by the bifhops 


_ of England to pope Grégory the eleventh, to Rome; and the 


pe-and his cardinals condemned them as herefies, and John 
Wickliff for an heretic, and ordered his books to be burnt 


and deftroyed. 


John Wickliff was alfo diligently fought for to be impri- 
foned ; but he was protected by the Duke of Lancafter, and 
other noblemen, that favoured him and his doétrine: fo that 
he lived concealed divers years, and taught the people pri- 
vately ; though for fo doing, he was often troubled and per- 
fecuted by the bifhops, and brought publicly before them. 


- Yet through the divine Providence and protection, he ftill 


efcaped their malice, and at laft died in peace, in a good old 
age, and was buried in his own parifh of Lutterworth. | 


_ But after he had been buried forty-one years, his bones 


were taken out of the grave, oy the decree of the fynod of 
Conftance, and were publicly burnt, and his afhes thrown 
into the river, 


& 
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LIFE OF WILLIAM TAYLOR. 
IN the year 1421, William Taylor,.a prieft, was brought — 


_before the Archbifhop of Canterbury, and accufed for teach- 


ing the doctrines : | 


 mext convocation, holden before him or his fucceflor. 


1. That whofoever hanger. any fcripture about his neck — 


_ as'acharm, taketh away the honour due only to God, and 


giveth it to the devil. it 
2. That no human perfon is to be worfhipped, but only | 


. God is to be adored. 


3. That the faints are not to be worfhipped nor invocated. 

And thefe articles being objected againft the faid William 
‘Taylor, he denied that he did preach or hold the fame by 
way of defending them, but only by way of talk and dif. 
courfe. But thefe articles being adjudged by the archbifhop 
and clergy to be erroneous and heretical, the faid William 
Taylor was willing to revoke the fame; which he did: and. 


_ for his penance, he was condemned to perpetual imprifon- | 


ment. But at length, through favour, he was releafed from 
his imprifonment, and fwore that he would never hold, or 
favour any fuch opinion ever after. “Then he kneeled before _ 
the archbifhop, who in a folemn manner abfolved him of 
his excommunication; but enjoined him to appear at the 
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. In the mean time, ‘while William Taylor was in the cuf- 

tony of the bifhop of Worcefter, there pafled divers letters 
a 


nd writings between him and one Thomas Smith, a prieft 
of Briftol ; in which letters or writings the faid William 


_ Taylor argued againft worfhipping of faints. 


And thefe writings coming into the hands of the bifhop 
of Worcefter, he began afrefh to be troubled; and was 


brought by the faid bifhop before the convocation, to anfwer 


the aforefaid letters and writings. 


€ 


Vel. I. 


This was done February the 11th, 1422, in the firft year 


of King Henry the Sixth, who was then a child. 


The fubftance of his writings was, That he affirmed, that 
every petition and prayer, for any fupernatural gift, ought 
to be direéted to God alone; though he alfo directed an in- 
ferior honour to be given to the faints, according to the 
popifh fuperftition. 

His writings were read before the convocation, and he 
acknowledged them to be his own hand; and afterwards 
delivered them to the Archbifhop of Canterbury, and he fent 
them to the four orders of friars then in London, to give 


their opinions of them; who found them to be: erroncous 


and heretical in thefe points : 
1. In afferting that every prayer, which is a petition for 


fome fupernatural or free gift, is to be dire€ted to God only. — 


2. Affirming, that prayer is to be made to God alone, 
3 Saying, that to pray to any Creature, is to commit 


idolatry. 


Thefe four orders agreed in their opinion, that the writ- 
ings of William Taylor were erroneous, and delivered their 
opinions in writing to the archbifhop, February 20th, 1422. _ 
Whereupon the faid William Taylor was degraded of all — 
his orders in the ufual form, and condemned as a relapfed 


heretic, and delivered to the fecular power;'and a writ for.. 
_ his burning was fent from the king to the mayor and fheriffs 


of London, and he was carried into Smithfield, and there — 
burnt, March 1, 1422. ‘fee 
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BAPTIST HISTORY. 


‘HISTORY OF THE. NEW CONNECTION OF GENES 


page 2 5. 
poor the ear 1760, the minifters and members com- 


‘ ‘pofing the-general body, agreed for mutual conveniency, to 
divide the church into feveral diftinét focieties ; 5. and that each 
( fociety or church, thus formed, fhould have it’s own teachers 


or pattors. Accordingly the divifion was effected, and with 


‘toletable fatisfaction, and five churches were formed out of | 
the whole, and the minifters ee: as follows, in their 
Names of minif- 
ters,and the places 
refidence. 
including Hug- John Whyat, of 
‘Bart j Markfield, Ratby, Samuel Deacon, 
| Hinkley, Longford of Ratby. 
4. andthe adjacent |} John Aldridge, of 
Lvillages. J Hugglefcote. 
including Pack- 7 
Meafham, 


| Swannincton | Francis Smith, 
Melbourn, | Ticknal, q >» Thomas Perkins, 


neighbouring both of Melbourn 


( including Caftle- Nathaniel Pick- 


ering, Caftle~ 


Donington, Saw- 
Kegworth, ley, Wiarton, are 
7 Jofeph Donif- 
thorpe, of Nor- 
including manton on the 
Wymefwoul ohn Grimley, o 
Wyfal, Gotham, | the Heath. 
&c,. Both afterward 
removed to 
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HISTORY OF THE NEW CONNECTION, §5 


foon after changed. 
his fentiments, . 
Kirby-Woodhoufe, | _ his lentiments, 
"near Manshela. with the adjacent and joined 


‘) places. ( Particular Bap- 

tifts; and is now 
an eminent minif~ 
ter of that perfua 


Nottinghamfhire, 


| J fion in London. 
Though the church was divided, and the minifters, and 
their refpe€tive focieties were independent of each other, yet 
_ the moft friendly intercourfe fubfifted amongft them. The 
minifters ftill kept up regular conferences, fome of which were 
held monthly, and in a central place, which frequently fell to 
“Barton and Hugglefcote. Others were held quarterly, and 
were called preaching conferences, ‘becaufe it was ufual at. 
thefe times to have one, and fometimes two, or three fermons. - 

Thefe were held in rotation at fome place belonging to each’ 
church. Thefe opportunities were held in high eftimation, - 
_ by the people, who affembled in crowds to hear a preacher 
of another church, it being ufual to fix on a ftranger on 
thofe occafions. Many attended from diftant places, and in- 
ftead of being weary in hearing a fermon of half an hour or 
- forty minutes, like fome of our modern refined hearers of the 
prefent day, they not only patiently endured, but eagerly dew 
voured, every word of the preacher, though he’detained them _ 

an hour and a half, or almoft two hours, in his harangue ! 
Alas! “ how is the gold become dim, how is the moft fine 
“sold changed!” Surely, either the preachers, or the, 
hearers, have eminently declined, or there is an eflential 
alteration in both. 1 
_ Nothing of peculiar confequence occured after the divifion 
of the church, until about the Pons 1765 or 6, and then new 
troubles arofe from different fources. The church at Keg. 
worth had the principal fhare in that we have now to relate. 
_ The minifters,; Mr. Pickering and Mr. Tarrat, being ac- 
tually employed in preaching in the different villages within 
their reach, among other places they preached in a dwelling 
houfe, at Sawley in Derbyfhire, a village about three miles 
from Kegworth, and ten from Derby. On the 8th of May, 
1766, while Mr. Pickering was preaching, the curate of the 
parifh, who was very much intoxicated with liquor, eame at. 
the head of a mob, compofed of almoft all the rabble in the, 
village, many of whom were as drunk as their leader, and 
befes 
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befet the houfe where the congregation was aflembled. They 
peremptorily demanded of Mr. Pickering to defift, or in cafe’ 
of refufal to put him in the ftocks. Mr. P. then read his — 
licence, thinking thereby to filence their vociferation; but 
this had little ,or no effe@t, for the curate himfelf laid hands 


on Mr. P. and haled him out of thehoufe. Mr. P. not mak- 


ing any refiftance, fuffered himfelf to be led to the ftocks 5 
but the curate and his companions were too much overpow- 
ered by their intoxication to accomplifh their object, and Mr. 
P. efcaped from their hands. The mob, however, were fo | 
outrageous, that it was impofible to do any good by again 


attempting to preach at that time, and the people were dif-_ 


perfed, and efcaped as well as they could, though not without | 
receiving confiderable infult and abufe. ‘The bells at the 
church were rung, a drum was beat about the town, a hand- 


bell rung in their ears, dirt was thrown in their faces, and 


fome of the favages obiained, at a butcher’s-fhop, a bucket 


- full of blood wherewith to {prinkle, if poffible, the whole con- 


gregation *. | | 
~ In confequence of the above conduct of the curate of Saw- 


ley, Mr. Pickering rainy the lag the diocefe of his 
behaviour, who condefcended to affure Mr. P. that he would 


Certainly give the curate a fevere reprimand. 


- ‘They had, however, not only to contend with a drunken’ 


parfon, and a number of vulgar clowns, but with “ princi- 


¢ palities and powers,” with men of office, birth, and titles, 


‘Though at prefent driven from Sawley, they found accefs to 


other places, and met with tolerable fuccefs, One of thefe 
was Dale-moor, where confiderable numbers attended, which 
rendered it neceflary to erect a meeting-houfe in that neigh. 
bourhood, and which was foon accomplifhed at a village 


called Little Hallam. The erection of this houfe, and the 


opening of other places for public worfhip, and alfo the defign 


of a preacher to take the oaths, and obtain a certificate, 


caufed them to apply to the juftices of the county of Derby, 
at the general quarter feffion, to have fuch places and minifter 
regiftered. This was refufed by the juftices, which refufa] 
fubjected them {fill more to the mercilefs vengeance of the © 


-* One of the ringleaders who rung the hand-bell, and ga- 


thered dirt to throw at the people, alfo ufed every mean in his 
_ power to provoke fome of. the people to fight. He abufed. 


jeveral in croffing the ferry, and continuing for two or three 


_ days in a ftate of drunkennefs, and perfecuting madnefs, he, by 


accident, fell out of the ferry-boat and was drowned, 
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ignorant, and bigoted populace. This, however, did not pre- 
vent their exertions, but “ when perfecuted in one place 
“they fled to another.” 

On account of the refufal of the juftices to regifter as 
required, application was made to the bifhop of Litchfield 
and Coventry, (Cornwallis) who, without hefitation, gave 
them, under his own hand, a certificate to the regiftrarius of 
Litchfield, who refufed to comply with the bifhop’s direétion. 
They were now ina worfe predicament than ever; nor did 
they know how to proceed confiftently with their duty and — 
fecurity. 

Some little time after, Mr. Booth applied tothe fame bifhop 
for a certificate refpecting a place at Chefterfield, but was 
unfuccefSful. All thefe circumftances rendered their fituation 
‘not only extremely unpleafant, but high Y dangerous, being 
hated by the vulgar, and denied the protection of the laws by 
men in power. In this dilemma, they knowing not what 
courfe to take, wrote for advice to a venerable and refpectable — 
General Baptift minifter in Lincolnfhire, the Rev. Mr. 

Boyce, of Conningfby. He gave them intelligence of a com- 
mittee in London, which was formed for the purpofe of de- 
fending the rights of diflenters, againit the encroachments and 
oppreffion of the eftablifhment. They made their firft appli- 
cation to the fecretary, who fecmed rather unwilling to engage 

- inthe -bufinefs. The affair was, by fome perfon or other, | 
ftated to the Hon. and Rev. Mr. Shirley, and to the Rev. 
Mr. Madan. Mr. Shirley encouraged them exceedingly, 
exhorting them to truft in the Lord, and that there was no 
doubt of their final and fpeedy fuccefs. He gave them the 
addrefs of the chairman of the committee, Jafper Mauditt, Efg. 
to whom they wrote, and received an immediate reply by'the 
fecretary, who gavg them directions how to proceed. Thefe 
directions were, that they fix on an attorney in the country, 
to whom a fair and full ftatement of the affair fhould be given, 
and who fhould correfpond with the London committee dur- 
ing the procefs, and act by their directions. ‘They accord- 
ingly chofe Mr. soxcraft, of Nottingham, who foon received 
orders fromthe committee to make application at the next 
quarter feffion. for the county of Derby, held at Bakewell, in 
behalf of four meeting-houfes and.one minifter. Mr. Fox 
craft applied as directed, but his application was rejeéted with: — 
the utmoft contempt. ‘This was communicated to the com-- 
mittee, who immediately applied to the Court of King’s-Bench: 

for a mandamus for the Derbyfhire jufticess The man= 
damys was accordingly fent, and prefented at the next feffiow 
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by the attorney, at which time Sir J. E. Bart. was prefident. 
This honourable gentleman had faid, he would give up his 
.commiffion as a juftice of peace, before he would accede to’ 
\y the regiftering thefe meeting-houfes. ‘The time of trial now 
t came, but Sir John feemed to forget his affertion. Seve- 
ral of the juftices had taken their places before Sir John 
came. The clerk of the feffions had begun to make zit § 
} refpecting the buiinefs of the day, and Mr. Foxcraft replied, 
he had a mandamus. For whom/—For Sir John 

thet: began to look afkew, _ 


| : Now red, now white, and then—dark blue. 


4 


t But now enters Sir John. He takes his feat, and almoft be- 

P fore he-could recover his breath to afk the bufinefs. before 

fF} _—s tthe: court, at leaft before he had time to ftudy the phyfiog- 

a nomy of his brethren, he was told there was a mandamus for 

him. Struck as by a thunder-bolt, into an uncommon {ftupor, 

4 he paufed, till at length he exclaimed, “ I don’t know what 

“you mean; whatis a mandamus? Letmelookatit.’ Mr. 
4 Foxcraft replied, I will read it. He read it, and it contained 


a charge, in the moft politive terms, to regifter the above 
‘ _ places, and minifter, and to give the parties certificates of 
i the fame. What colour fat on Sir John’s countenance, or 
what obfervations his brethren made upon him, during this 
interval, may be hard to fay; but conjecture would pro- 
nounce it black. One of them, however, jocofely faid, “ Sir 
« John, this is a breakfait for you.” ‘ Yes,” replied Sir 
John, * it’s bitter pill.”’ Bitter as it was, he {wallowed it, 
and it had a very falutary effect. 
Thus this troublefome butinefs was brought to a happy 
-iffue, though an expence of fifty pounds or upwards was the- 
confequence, which was defrayed by the members of the 
. feveral churches, who enjoyed the felicity of witneffing that 
thefe trials were among thofe things which work together 
for good. 


er 
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(To be continued.) 


THE. committee who patronifed thefe people, .have been 
fngularly ufeful to the diflenting intereft at large; and it would 
be well if thofe worthy gentlemen were more liberally fup- 
ported by the different congregations of every denomination, 
inafmuch as very heavy expences are incurred in trying the 
many Ccaufes they have frequently to defend, which neither is, 
ear can be, defrayed by thofe churches and individuals fo often | 
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SERMONS AND 


EXTRACT FROM .BISHOP NEWTON’S DISSERTATIONS ON 
THE PROPHECIES CONCERNING EGYPT, page 373, 4th 


(The learned references are omitted.) 


“Tuere is a remarkable prophecy of Ezekiel, which com-~ 
prehends in little the fate of Egypt, from the days of Nebu- 
chadnezzar to the prefent. For therein it is foretold, that 
after the defolation of the land and the captivity of the people 
by Nebuchadnezzar, (xxix. 14, 15.) it fhould be a bafe 
_ kingdom: “ it fhall be the bafeft of the kingdoms, neither 
S¢ fhall it exalt itfelf any more above the nations; for | will 
“ diminifh them, that they fhall no more rule over the na- 
“ tions :”? and again in the next chapter, (ver, 12, 1 3) “J 
© will fell the land into the hand of the witked, and I will 
“ make the land wafte, and all that is therein, by the hand of 
“ ftrangers: and there fhall be no more a prince of the land 
“ of Egypt.”” Such general prophecies, like general rules, are 
not to be underftood fo ftriétly and abfolutely, as if they 
could not poffibly admit of any kind of limitation or excep- — 
tion whatever. It is fufficient if they hold good for the moft 
part, and are confirmed by the experience of many ages, 
though perhaps not without an exception of a few years. 
‘The prophets exhibit a general view of things, without en- 
tering into the particular exceptions. It was predicted (Gen. 
ix, 25.) that Canaan fhould be a fervant of fervants unto his 
brethren ; and generally his were fubjected to the 
_defcendants of his brethren: but.yet they were not always 
fo; upon fome occafions they were fuperior; and Hannibal 
and the Carthaginians obtained feveral victories over the 
Romans, though they were totally fubdued at laft. In like © 
manner it was not intended by this prophecy, that Egypt 
fhould ever afterwards, in every point of time, but only that 
it fhould for much the greater part of time, be a bafe king- 
dom, be tributary and fubject to ftrangers. ‘This is the pur- 
port and meaning of the prophecy; and the truth of it will 
_ beft appear by a fhort deduction of the hiftory of Egypt from 
that time to this. 
Amafis was left king by Nebuchadnezzar; and as he held | 
his crown by the permiffion and allowance of the Babylo- 
nians, there is no room to doubt that he paid them tribute for 
| | if. 
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iit. Berofus, the Chaldzan hiftorian, in a fragment preferved 
by Jofephus, fpeaketh of Nebuchadnezzar’s reducing Egypt 
' to his obedience, and afterwards of his fettling the affairs of 


‘ment of the Perfians againft Ama 


SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


the country, and carrying captives from thence to Babylon. 
By his conftituting and fettling the affairs of Egypt, nothing 
lefs could be meant than his appointing the governors, and 
the tribute that they fhould pay to him: and by carrying fome 


- Egyptians captive to Babylon, he plainly intended not only 
to weaken the country, but alfo to have them as hoftages to 
 fecure the obedience of the reft, and the payment of their 


tribute. If Heredotus hath given no account of thefe trans 
factions, the reafon is evident, according to the obfervation 
cited before from Scaliger ; the Egyptian priefts would not 


inform him of things, which were for the difcredit of their 
nation. 


However we may, I think, confirm the truth of 
The Per- 


this aflertion even by Herodotus’s own narration. 


_ fians fucceeded in right of the Babylonians: and it appears 
by Cyrus’s fending for the beft phyfician in Egypt to Amafis, 


who was obliged to force one from his wife and children; 
and by Cambyfes’s demanding the daughter of Amafis, not 
for a wife but for a miftrefs; by thefe inftances, I fay, it 
appears that they confidered him as their tributary and fubject. 
And indeed no reafon can be a for the ftrong refent- 

is, and their horrid barba- 
rity to his dead body, fo probable and fatisfactory, as his 
having revolted and rebelled againft them. Heredotus him- 
felf mentions the league and alliance, which Amafis made 


with Croefus king of Lydia againft Cyrus. 


- Upon the ruins of the Babylonian empire Cyrus erected 
the Perfian. Xenophon hath written the life of this extra- - 
ordinary man: and he affirms both in the introduction and 


near the conclufion of his hiftory, that Cyrus alfo conquered © 
_ Eygpt, and made it part of his empire; and there is nota 
more faithful, as well as a more elegant hiftorian, than Xeno- 
phon. 


But whether Cyrus did or not, it is univerfally allow-~ 
ed that his fon Cambyfes did conquer Egypt, and deprived 
Pfammenitus of his crown, to which he had newly fucceeded 
upon the death of his father Amafis. Cambyfes purpofed to 
have made Pfammenitus adminiftrator of the kingdom under 
him, as it was the cuftom of the Perfians to do to the con- 
-quered princes: but Pfammenitus forming fchemes to recover 
the kingdom, and being convicted thereof, was forced to 
drink bull’s blood, and thereby put an end to his life. The 
Egyptians groaned under the yoke near forty years. Then 
they revolted toward the latter end of the reign of Darius the . 

fon 
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fon of Hyftafpes: but his fon and fucceflor Xerxes, in the 
fecond year of his reign, fubdued them again, and reduced 
them to a worfe condition of fervitude than they had been in 
under. Darius, and appointed his brother Achzmenes gover> 
nor of Egypt. About four and twenty years after this, when 
the Egyptians heard of the troubles in Perfia about the fuc- 
ceffion to the throne after. the death of Xerxes, they revolted 
again at the infgation of Inarus king of Lybia; and having 
grove away the Perfian tribute-collectors, they conftituted 
narus their king. Six years were employed in reducing 
them to obedience, and all Egypt fubmitted again to the 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, except Amyrtzus, whoreigned 
in the fens, whither the Perftans could not approach to take 
him: but Inarus, the author of thefe evils, was betrayed to 
the Perfians, and was crucified. However = permitted — 
his fon Thannyra to fucceed his father in the kingdom of 
Lybia ; and Egypt continued in fubjeétion all | 
art of the long reign of Artaxerxes. In the tenth year of — 
Datius, Nothus they revolted. again, under. the conduct of 
_Amyrtzus, who fallied out of the fens, drove the Perfians 
out of Egypt, made himfelf mafter of the country, and reigned 


- there fix years; but his fon Paufiris, as Herodotus -informs 


us, fucceeding him in his kingdom by the favour of the Per- 
fians, this argues that the Perfians had again fubdued Egypt, 
or at leaft that the king. -was. not eftablifhed without their 
confent and approbation. It is certain that after this, Egypt 
gave much trouble to the Perfians.. . Artaxerxes -Mnemon 
made feveral efforts to conquer it, but all in vain. It was 
not totally and finally fubdued till the ninth year of the fol- 
_ lowing reign of Ochus, about 350 years before Chrift; when _ 
Neéctanebus the laft king fled into Ethiopia, and Ochus be- 
came abfolute mafter of the country, and having appointed. 
one of his nobles, named Pherendates, to be his viceroy and ~ 
governor of Egypt, he returned with great glory, and with 
immenfe treafures to Babylon. Egypt from that time hath 
_ never been able to recover it’s liberties. It hath always been 
fubject to ftrangers. It hath never been governed by a king 
of it’s own. From this laft revolt of the Egyptians, in - 
the tenth year of Darius Nothus, to their total fubjugation © 
in the ninth year of Ochus, I think there are computed fixty- 
four years; and this is the only exception of any fignificance 
to the general truth of the prophecy. But what are fixty- 
four years compared to two thoufand three hundred and 
_ twenty-five, for fo many years have pafled from the conqueft 
of Eg ‘ by Nebuchadnezzar s this time? They are really 
dic a3 
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as nothing, and not worth mentioning in comparifon : and 
during thefe fixty-four years, we fee, that the ro tema 
were not entirely independent of the Perfians; Paufiris fuc- 


_ weeded ‘his father Amyrtzus in the kingdom by their con-— 


fent and. favour: and during the reft of the time the Egypti- 


ans lived in continual fear and dread of the Perfians, and 


were either at war with them, or with one another. And 
perhaps this part of the prophecy was not intended to take 


effect immediately: it’s completion ~— be defigned ta 
‘commence from this period, when the Perfians had totally 


{ubdued Egypt, and then there fhould be no more a prince — 
of the land of Egypt. 


After the Perfians Egypt came into the hands of the Mace- 
donians. It fubmitted to Alexander the Great without ftrik- 


ing a ftroke; made no attempts at that favourable juncture 


to recover it’s liberties, but was content only to change it’s 


. mafter. After the death of Alexander it fell to the fhare 
of Ptolemy, one of fis four famous captains, and was go- 


verned by his family for feveral generations. The two or — 
three firft of the Ptolemies were wife and potent: princes, | 
but moft of the reft were prodigies of luxury and wicked- 


mnefs. It is Strabo’s obfervation, that al] after the third Pto- 


lemy governed very ill, being corrupted by luxury; but 
they who governed worft of all were the fourth, and the 
feventh, and the laft called Auletes. The perfons here in- — 


tended by Strabo were Ptolemy Philopator, or the lover of 


dus father, fo called (as Juftin coneeives) by way of anti-— 


phratis, or with a contrary meaning, becaufe he was a par- 


-Ficide, and murdered both his father and his mother; and 


Ptolemy Phyfcon, or the big-bellied, who affected the title 


of Euergetes, or the benefactor, but the Alexandrians more 
juftly named him Kakergetes; or the malefactor; and Pto- 


femy Auletes, or the piper, fo denominated becaufe he {pent . 
his time in playing on the pipe, and ufed to contend for the — 


prize in the public fhows. This kingdom of the Mace- 


donians continued from the death of Alexander 294 years, 
and ended in the famous Cleopatra, of whom it is not eafy 


te nt whether fhe excelled more in beauty, wit, or wick. 


be continued.). 
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HE REPLY OF DEBORAH DECENT, IN CONSE- 
- QUENCE OF THE CHARGES ALLEDGED AGAINST 
HER BY DOROTHY DRUDGE, (p. 252.) AND THE 
CREDIT WHICH IS GIVEN: TO THEM BY SO 


PHRON, (p. 448.) 


the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 


at You have been very high in my efteem: for wifdom and 
‘piety I thought you had few equals. But your attention to 
the vague and unfupported charges and accufations of my 
faucy fervant; fetting them down as facts, and even paffing 
judgment on her miftrefs without an inveftigation of the mat- 
ter, makes me queftion your wifdom. Don’t you know, Sir, 
that one account is generally good till another is heard? For 
a perfon in your exalted fituation to judge a caufe before he © 
heareth both fides, it muft be folly and fhame unto him. I 
hope, Sir, you will excufe the impertinence of a woman. I — 
could fay a great dea] about fervants, were I to begins; anda | 
great deal about Dorothy Drudge (as fhe calls herfelf; but — 
her proper name is Dorothy Doolittle ; commonly called Dolly | 
Doodle.) But I don’t like evil fpeaking: and amidft 
her imperfections, I grant fhe has fome good qualities ; and 
I wifh to give merit it’s due, wherever it is found. I am 
glad to hear that fhe loves to go to the meeting (I wifh the 
did not fleep fo much when fhe is there) anc that fhe wifhes 
to fpend as much of the Lord’s day as fhe can in devotion 
and reading: I aflure you, Sir, that it would give me pecus 
liar pleafure to have all my fervants find the way to heaven, ~ 
and to walk in it. But her faying that fhe has « {fcarcel 
“ a minute’s time the reft of the week,” is fadly too bad. 7 
J am certain fhe might have many minutes if fhe fought 
them with care. But you know, Sir, that people who are 
- flow at work, are commenly a long time in doing a little 
bufinefs ; and let them live wherever they may, they have 
_ always bad miftrefles and hard places. cath 
_ She charges me (p. 252.) with overenicenefs, &c. (I don’t 
charge her with this, nor do I think myfelf worthy of the 
Charge.) When fervants the judges how bufinefs is 
| to 
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“to be done, it is woe and well-a-day to the miftrefs! All I 


defire is to have things dqne decently and in order ; and can 
you blame me for this? She complains that fhe is under the ~ 
« neceflity (or difoblige my miftrefs) of wafhing and brufh. 


_ ing on the Lord’s day.” Why does fhe not add, of milk- 


ing, and of ferving the hogs? You muft know, Sir, that we 

have a {mall farm at rack-rent; and in the dairy bufinefs, 

you need not be told, that wafhing, if not brufhing, is necef- 

fary every day; confequently it camnot with propriety be 
day. I choofe to do as little 

of this as poffible. | 

She alfo objects to the time of our meals, company, and 


‘cooking, on the Lord’s day. In this, Sir, I think fhe is 


over-nice. It is not always in my power to be exact in, 
things of this nature, and fometimes the difficulty is on her 
account. Afk her how long it is fince fhe fat up till mid- 
night with her {weetheart, and in confequence overflept her- 


felf fo long on the Lord’s day morning, that our neceflary | 


bufinefs was thrown into fuch diforder, that we could {carcely 


: recover ourfelves all day? I cannot always determine the | 


‘exact time of the day when my friends fhall give me a call ; 
and a variety of circumftances will neceflarily occur in a 
family which will break in upon the ftricteft rules of order. 
IT am confcious there is room for improvement: I. am not 
fatisfied with our manner of conduct, and efpecially on 
Lord’s day. Yet, I hope, things are not fo bad as fhe 
reprefents, and they would be fill better if fhe was a little _ 
more thoughtful about her bufinefs ; a little more confcious 
of the impropriety of her own conduct, and a little more 
attentive to her miftrefs. Sometimes fhe has a job to do 
‘twice for the want of doing it well once; which raifes fens | 
fations in the mind of a miftrefs not always the moft pleafing — 


- to feel, nor proper in the effects. 


if fhe wants more time for reading, &c. in the common 
days of the week, I advife her to make more hafte on errands 3 
to have lefs tittle-tattle with triflers; to learn a better way | 


of difpatch in her bufinefs; and to fhow a difpofition for 


the. improvement of her mind by an apparent attention to the 


_ privileges which fhe evidently enjoys. ‘Then; perhaps; fhe | 


will have lefs reafon to complain of the oversnicenefs of her 
miftrefs. But, if fhe do not pay a better attention to her 
duty, I defpair of Dorothy Drudge ever being fatisfied in 
my fervice: And I afltire you, Sir, that I will rather be 


_. Dorothy Drudge myfelf,; than Dorothy Drudge’s miftrefs. 


The advies which you give 448.) 
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think is very good in general. I fhould think it almoft 

-unexceptionable, were it not fo pointedly applied to the mif= _ 
trefs of Dorothy Drudge. I hope, Sir, 1am not fo bad as 
you take me to be. I would not be’ like’ the Pharifee, to 
make a boaft of my virtues, but to be overcharged is rather 
provoking: you would not like it yourfelf; efpecially to 
have fuch reports fpread over the nation by a religious pub- 

There is one fentence (p. 451.) which I don’t underftand, 
and which I beg you will explain. ‘ To employ ourfelves 
-  or.our fervants about worldly bufinefs on that day (Sun- 
“‘ day) further than what is abfolutely neceflary, fhows a 
“ want of reverence of God, and a grofs neglect of our own 
“and our fervants everlafting welfare.” * Abfolutely necef- 
fary, feems to me a ftrong, a very ftrong word. I don’t 
know what to do with it in this connection. You muft 
know, Sir, that we live three miles from the meeting; we 
_ have many jobs to do before we go. But how many of them 
are abfolutely neceflary, I cannot tell. We commonly have 
- toaft and tea to breakfaft; but I don’t know that this is 
abfolutely neceflary. Pray, Sir, have you toaft and tea to 
your breakfaft on a Lord’s day ? We commonly fet the fad- 
dle and pillion on old Trot; but we might ride on the bare 
back, or go on foot: fo I am at a lofs whether we do right 
herein. Nay, it is fometimes a doubt with me (efpecially 
in bad weather) whether it be abfolutely neceflary to go at all 5 
- for it occafions a variety of worldly cares and cumbers, I 
hope we know the way to heaverr; and we have a very good 
‘Bible, with marginal notes, and Mr. Taylor’s Fundamentals 
of Religion in Faith and Practice. And I have fometimes 
thought that a chapter in the Fundamentals, has been as 
well as fome of our minifter’s fermons, if not better. I beg, 
_ Sir, you will fpeedily favour us with your thoughts on 
things abfolutely neceflary ; for thefe matters are quite too 
deep for a woman, and efpecially for, _ 

‘Dear Sir 
Your humble fervant, 

Dec. 27; 1798. Dgesoran Decent. 
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To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. | 


If thought worthy, the infertion of the following Mifcella« 
neous Thoughts, will much oblige 


yy . HE who defpifes the writings of men, becaufe they may~ 
at 


_ have broached errors, is like a man in pofleffion of a valua-’ 
pe Ble mine, who looks upon it with contempt, becaufe it is 
 feattered over with dirt, | 

_A mere profeffion of religion is like a county gaol, which | 
looks goodly without, but within there is nothing but cells 
of iniquity, and dungeons of fin. 
The man who neglects religion to follow the pleafures of 


this world, refembles a beggar who prefers 4 mouldy cruft 
to a rich repaft on the moft fubftantial meats. — 


He that wifhes to become a modern infidel, muft barter 


& 


if his reafon away for raillery—common fenfe, for lampoon 
and grimace—make univerfal fcepticifm his fovereign—licen- 
Ais tioufnefs his prime minifter, and rude banter, with all it’s 
attendant vices, his courtiers. | 
Vy _ A real Chriftian may be compared to the rifing of the fun 
lt on a fine morning in fpring, which enlivens the earth, arrays 
if the fields in beens and diffufes watmth and vegetation 
TA wherever it goes. 


is thoughts are holy—his words pure— 
his actions juft—his feet tread in the paths of righteoufnefs © 
—his conduct is a fource of admiration—his converfation 
illumines the minds of his affociates, and his lift fhines more 
and more unto the perfect day. _ 
_ ‘True religion is a kind fupporter in adverfity, a faithful __ 
counfellor in profperity, and a fure guide to a happy eter- 


To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazines — 


If you think the following Queries worthy of 4 place in the 
General Baptift Magazine, they are at your fervice. 


a IS it incumbent upon every mafter and governor of a fas 
fmily, to have the of God in his houfe regularly at~ 
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tended to? Does the Divine Parent and Governor of man- 
_ Kind, require mafters to attend to the welfare of their 
fervants’ fouls, as well as parents their children; and will 
he require the blood of thofe at their hands that perifh through 
their neglect? Hf you, or any of your correfpondents, will 
give an anfwer to the above, grounded upon divine tefti- 
mony, it will greatly oblige, _ 
-Your’s, affetionately, R. R. 
A conftant reader. 


the Editor of the General Baptif{ Magazine. 


LETTER I. 
SIR, ‘ 


IN the firft volume of your ufeful Magazine, page 462, 

I obferve the Remarks of Q. on one of the moft interefting 
cafes that a mortal can propole, viz. The declining ftate of 
_yeligion, and the means of reviving it. bi 
_ That religion is on the decline, is taken for granted, by 
your correfpondent Q. So far as my acquaintance extends, 
this appears to be the fact in fome places ; but not in others.— 
-Some churches are numerous ; but the members feem to be 
deficient in what the apoftle calls “ the fruits of the Spirit; 
“ love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith, 
“ (or, if you pleafe, fidelity) meeknefs, temperance, againf 
_ © which there is no law,” Gal. v, 22, 23. Now it is mof 


certain, that whatever be our profeflion, or our number, if _ 


we be growing defective in thefe fruits of the Spirit, true 
Chriftianity is, with us, en the decline: and I fear that this 
is not, in the prefent day, an uncommon cafe. — wre 
Some churches are not: very numerous; but they feem té 
be poflefled of the power of living Chriftianity. ‘They emi< 
_ nently manifeft, and produce, in their tempers and lives, 
 thefe “ fruits of the Spirit,” to the glory and praife of God. 
Where this is the cafe, we may venture to pronounce that 
religion does not appear to be declining, © Fes 
_ Some churches are numerous, and the generality of their 
members are lively and fpiritually minded. They © trem. 
ble at the word.” ‘They “ ftand in awe” of God. They 
‘© abftain from the appearance of eyil.” They are, to an 
eminent degree, holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate 
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“ from finners.” They poffefs, and bring forth, “ the fruits 
<< of the Spirit ;” and are “-ready to every good work.” | 
Where this is the cafe, that people a juftly conclude, 
that, with them, true religion is not declining, but ad- 


Some churches, again, are few in number, and thofe few 
are very “ carnally minded.” ‘They relifh, and eagerly 
purfue, “ the things:of the fiefh ;” they “ love this prefent 
_ “world,” and “ mind earthly things.” But they have very 
little difinterefted zeal for God among them. ‘he “ fruits — 
«< of the Spirit” are very little feen\in them. In one word, 
it is incontrovertibly evident, that while they “ have a name 
“ they live, they are in reality dead.” — {uch people, 
if real religion: ever exifted, it is certainly moft awfully de- 
clined. 

“ How religion may be revived’’ is indeed an important 
queftion. It is of infinite confequence to individuals, and to _ 
fociety at large. In order to determine what are the proper 
means of revival, it cannot be thought improper to ftate fome _ 
of the caufes of declenfion. Happy would it be if every indi- 
vidual profeffor of Chriftianity, would ferioufly retire from 
the bufy world, and examine his own heart on the fubject ; 
 ferioufly afking himfelf, as in the fight of God, fuch quef- 
tions as the following. Does true religion advance in my 
foul ? Does it not decline? If fo, what is the caufe? How 
is this caufe to be removed? &c. I am perfuaded that every | 
perfon ‘who is frequent and confcientious in thefe enquiries, © 
will find his own account in it, and be abundantly recom- 
penfed by the advantages that his own foul would derive 
from fach a method of felf-examination. If the minifters and 
principal members of gofpel churches would likewife often 
unitedly examine the flate of religion among themfelves, the 
caufes of decline, and means of revival; and if they would 


. white in impreving every fuch enquiry for thofe praétical 
_ purpofes which would ftrike them as the natural refule of it, 


. Tam perfuaded that churches would, by this means, receive 


_ much advantage, and Chriftianity would make a more agree- 
= appearance, in thofe places where fuch meafures are 
Your pious friend Q. has ftated fome alarming faéts, re- 


{peftine the conduct of fome “ profeffors of Chriftianity.” 
As I cannot difvelieve the truth of fuch fats, ftated by 
‘writer, melancho 


ly as they are, I muft conclude, that, in the 


places to which thefe ftatements apply, religion is in a dreads | 
_ ful condition indeed, I hope he will indulge your readers 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
with fome ftriftures on the enormity of thofe.fins of which 
he ftates that fome profeffors are guilty ; and the means which 
he propofes for the revival of religion; with the motives 

which ought to excite our attention to them. ‘The fins he 
mentions are very evidently the effeffs of declining in reli- 
gion, or of. the total abfence of it; and at the fame time, 
they may be, in another view, as he fuppofes, the caufes of 
encreafing this decline. 
My leifure moments are fo few, that I dare fcarcely pro- 
mife any thing, But it would give me pleafure, if time would 
permit, to employ the ability which the Lord hath given me, 
‘be it ever fo fmall, in making a few obfervations on this 
‘momentous fubject, and fubmitting them to your confidera- 
tion in fome fucceeding numbers of your mifcellany. | 
It is a fundamental point, in all our purfuits, and all our 
‘attempts, to be deeply convinced that all our fuccefs de- 
pends on the divine bleffing. In common cafes, “ if the 
« Lord do not build the houfe, they ‘labour. in’ vain that 
“ build it. Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
« waketh but in vain.” In all endeavours to promote reli- 
gion, we all ought to remember, and minifters ought to 
remember particularly, that he who planteth is nothing, 
and he who watereth is nothing; but God who giveth 
& the. increafe.” ‘This thought, imprefled on the‘ heart, will 
awaken to diligence, ferioufnefs, confidence in God, in the 
way of his appointmént, earneft prayer for the prefence, 
approbation, and bleffing of God in all we do, and grateful — 
ackriowledgéments, when we find that our “ labours have — 
* not been in vain in the Lord.” or 
It cannot, however, be rationally doubted that we are 
moft likely to be attended with the prefence and bleffing of 
our heavenly Father, when we make‘his word our rule, and 
‘digens: by his dire€tion. The divine approbation ¢annot - 
e expected to attend an untruth; nor is there any ground | 
to hope for the bleffing of heaven, whtn our hearts. are not 
fincerely endeavouring to follow the heavenly directory, the 
infallible word of God. Hetice, if minifters and ‘churches 
with to profper in the work ofthe Lord, it is highly necef- 
fas, that they read his word with indefatigable diligence, 
‘It muft be granted that pore minifters are particularly 
called to labour in the word and doétrine. “Yet others may 


unite with them and help them, Even women 
 Doured with Paul in the gofpel.” 

_ When we enter upon ‘this re therefore, “© ‘what’can 
be 
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“ be done to revive religions we fhall naturally divide the 
queftion; and afk, 1, What can minifters do? 2, What can 
the people do? keeping in mind what has been above ob- | 
ferved, that both at under the eye, in dependence on the 
promife, and in expectation of the blefling of “ the God of 
“ all grace.” 

- Should life, health, and leifure, be granted, I intend to do 
myfelf the pleafure, on fome future occafions, of defitring your 
acopeipese of a few thoughts on both the queflions here pro- 
poied. In the mean time, it may not, perhaps, be efteemed — 
over-oficious, if 1 recommend two well-known paflages of 
{cripture, as fubjects of meditation. One to minifters, ano- 
ther to their people. That to minifters is 1 Tim. iv. 16. _ 
Take heed to thyfelf, and to thy doétrine, continue 
“ them: for in doing this thou fhalt both fave thyfelf, and — 
“them that hear thee.”” That to their people is 2 Cor. 
xiii. 11. “ Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, © 
& Jive in peace ; and the God of love and peace fhall be with 


«ct ‘ 


_ That the blefing of God may reft upon you, upon all the 


‘minifters and churches of Chrift, of every denomination ; and 
_ that the fame divine bleffing may continually accompany the 
‘publication and the reading of your Magazine, is the cordial 


prayer ‘Of, 
Sir, 
Your affectionate brother, 
And humble fervant, 


Zo the Editor of the General Ba ptip Magazine. 
TN Number VI. of yout valuable Magazine, I obferved 


Sacro Bofco’s anfwer to Penelope of untimely death. Will 


you permit me to 5p of him, or ahy other of your corref- 


pondents, whether Exodus, xxi. 13, which feems to bear — 


__ Very near aifinity to Penelope’s queftion, authofifes us to 


believe that all accidents (as we call them) whereby a fellow 
mortal is deprived of lif¢ come from the hand of God. Mahy © 
‘are the melancholy circumftances which have lately occurred 


_ fear the place of my refidénce; and by mature enquiry, F 


have almoft univerfally found their death occafioned, to all 
appearance, by their own carelef{nefs arid inattention 
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“CORRESPONDENCE. 7% 


to the fituation in which they were. Death, by accidental 
drowning, by guns, and numberlefs other tiffngs, have all 
influenced my mind in fome degree to believe thofe fentiments 
concerning Providence, if not wholly, in part, unfcriptural. . 

I am far. from difbelieving the providence of God; butmany _ 
things which are attributed to it are, I conceive, abfurd, and” 

if not blafphemous, are highly prefumptuous. A candid and 
fcriptural inveftigation of this fubject in your next number, 

if poffible, will, i hope, throw light upon it, and banifh the 
fufpence I labour under, and be ufeful to more than your 


young enquirer, 


Yo the Editor of the General Baptif{ Magazine. 
A MULTIPLICITY of bufinefs has hitherto prevented 
-me from making a reply to the animadverfions of your cor- 
_refpondent, Adam, on my Query, which was purely fent for _ 
information ; not that I in the leaft doubted the fact of the - 
_ proper divinity of my Saviour, but defired an explanation of | 
the different expreffions in the texts referred to. 
_ Whiat was faid by your friend has had a tendency to con- 
firm me in my pinion, that the myftery to which it referred 
is a fubject more to be believed than defined; fo far it has 
had a practical influence on my mind, and anfwered the end 
_defigned. 
-Yet I cannot confider it as a matter of fmall importance, - 
_ but of great moment, to obtain all poffible information on 
_ any text that might appear, for want of fufficient underftand- 
ing, to contain any thing oppofite to the glorious truth of 
our Lord’s divinity. 
His obfervations are, many of them, very excellent in 
their kind, and if they had been written with more candour, 
they would have been much more acceptable. I beg leave to 
retract the word critical from the Query, which was inferted 
_ more by accident than defign. And ftill defire fome of your 
correfpondents to favour me with an explanation of the texts 
in queftion, viz. in John x. 30. we read that Chrift and: 
__ his Father are one, alfo xiv, 28. “ my Father,” fays Chrift, 
“is greater than I.” | 
Your humble fervant, 
jan. 20, 1799. T IMOTHEUS. 
2 . 
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PHILOSOPHICAL EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DE= 


-“LINEATED, 3D EDIT. 7 VOLS. 12MO. 


_ « Nature is nothing bit the art of God : a bright difplay 


<< of that wifdom, which demands an eternal tribute of won- 


der and worthip.”’ ae 


_ Speakers. Count de Fonval. A’philofophic gentleman of 
Chevalier de Breuil. A young gentleman who in the va-- 
cation from his exercifes at college, pays a vifit to Count de 
Jonval, defiring to amufe himfelf with the curiofities of 
Priors A learned clergyman. 


Vol. I. p. 3. ON INSECTS. | 


Count. V\ E will not: begin then with taking a fur- 


vey of thofe glorious orbs that roll above us, nor ofthis 
earth that expofes fuch immenfe treafures to our vicw; but 


in the firft place, if you pleafe, Sir, we’ll take the minuteft 
objets into our ferious confideration, and afterwards afcend 
by flow degrees. The fcene which we behold is truly 


grand and magnificent; but what our eye cannot take in at 
once, may be divided, and enjoyed :in parts. | 


Let us begin then with thefe infects, fo much neglected 

and contemned by others, but admired, Sir, by you. The 
minutelt of them all (when I refle& not only on their vari- 
ety, order, proportion and policy ; but the wondrous exact. 
nefs and delicacy.of theirorgans) give me incredible delight. 


. If the Divine Wifdom thought fit to create them, fhall we 
look on them as objects unworthy of our notice! Judge, © 


Sir, by what is obvious to our obfervation, how much thofe 
charms which lie concealed from our eyes and reafon, were 


once unveiled, would excite our admiration. 


Every infect that flies or creeps, is a little animal, con- 
iifting of feveral ringlets, which fhrink from, or draw near to 


@ne another by one common membrane, or that colledts 
them; or elfe of diftinét fcales, which play to and fro, by — 


gliding over one another; or, in fhort, of. two or three prin- 
cipal parts, which have no other connection than a ligature, 


or little thread. 


Of the firft kind are all worms in general ; as well fuch - 
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as have feet,.as thofe that have none. When they are dif. 
pofed for motion, they extend the mufculous fkin which 

_ divides the two firft ringlets. They advance that neareff 
the head, and fometimes that neareft the tail, to a certain 
point. ‘“Fhen the fecond ringlet is drawn after it, either by — 
contraction, or expanfion of the membrane which belongs to 
that particular part. The third and fourth, and fo the whole 
body fucceffively, moves along by the fame effort. Even 
thofe little animals that have no feet, pafs in the fame mane 
ner from one place to another, rife out of the ground, or 
withdraw into it, upon the leaft apprehenfion of danger, 
and in fhort, proceed, or retreat as occafion requires, __ 

Of the fecond kind are flies, may-birds, &c. whofe bodies — 
are an aflemblage of divers little {cales, which by unfolding 
expand themfelves, or by fliding over one another, contract, 
hike braffets, in a fuit of armour. 

Chev. I have feen feveral of them in your lordfhip’s 

Count. Of the third kind are ants, fpiders, &c. whofe 
bodies are divided into two or three parts, and whofe con- 
nection is imperceptible, at leaft, to the naked eye. As to the 
term INSECTS, which is applied in general to all thefe ani- 
malcula, it takes it’s derivation from the Latin word infecare, 

Though their minutenefs, at firft view, may feem a juft 
argument for that contemptible idea which the vulgar enter- 
tain of them; though the unthinking part of mankind may > 
look on them as the refult of chance, or the refufe of na- 
ture; yet he that views them with due attention, and refleéts 
on the art and mechanifm of their ftructure, which colleéts 
fuch a number of. veflels, fluids, and movements into one | 
point, and that too frequently invifible, cannot but difcover 
an all wife Providence, that is fo far from treating them 
with neglect, that he has not only clothed them with a pro- — 
fufion of pomp and magnificence, but furnifhed them with 
all fuch warlike inftruments as are requifite to their con- 
dition. | | 
- The Divine Wifdom has clothed them with abundance 
of complaifance, by beftowing on them fuch a profufion of 
azure, green and vermilion, gold and filver, diamonds, fringe, 
and a gay parti-coloured plumage. We need-only take a 
view of the Ichneumon; the Spanifh fly, the butterfly, or 
even a caterpillar, to be ftruck with aftonifhment at this 
pomp and grandeur. 


The fame Divine wifdom, which has been thus indulgent — 
to 
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m4 EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DELINEATED. 


to them in their drefs, has alfo armed them with proper 
weapons from head to foot, and enabled them either to en- 
gage their enemics, or, as occafion requires, to make a vigor- 
ous defence. If they are not always victorious, or fome- 
times do not efcape the danger that threatens them, yet ftill 
they are provided with proper abilities to render their at- 
tempts fuccefsful. . 
Moft of them have either ftrong teeth, a double: faw, a 
fting with two darts, or elfe tenacious claws. Their whole 
bodies are covered over, and fecured by a fealy fuit of ar- 
mour. Such as are of a more delicate and tender nature, 
are fortified with a thick fkin, which gives a check to the 
violence of thofe frictions and encounters, that might other- 
wife prove injurious to them. ‘Their fecurity, for the moft 
part, depends on their fprightlinefs and activity. Some, by 


virtue of their wings, avoid the danger that attends them; © 


others, that dwell on the leaves of trees, precipitate: them- 
felves from their enemies by a fine thread that fupports 
them; others again, by the elaftic force of their hind feet, 


- Jaunch themfelves in an inftant out of the reach of any pur- 
. fait, or the hazard of any hoftile engagement. In fhort, 


when they find themfelves unable to withftand the infults | 


and attacks of their more potent foes, they have immediate: 


recourfe to fome artful ftratagem for the accomplifhment 
of their defigns; and although that perpetual war, which we 
obferve to be maintained between chem, fupplies many of 


them with their daily fubfiftence; yet it preferves, at the 


fame time, a fufficient number of them to perpetuate the 

_ Let us now take a furvey of the various organs which 
nature has bettowed upon them for their maintenance and 


-fuppoerts and of the refpective utenfils or implements, with 


which each of them performs his work; for all of them have 
different trades or occupations. Some “7 their time in 
{pinning, and have for that purpofe two diftafts, and two 


fingers, as it were, to form their thread. Others are curious 


in net-work, and are provided accordingly with clews and 
fhuttles. Soshe build in wood, and are therefore furnifhed 
with little hatchets for hewing of their timber. Others are 
engaged in wax-work, and have their cells, or lodgments 
full-of rakers, ladles and trowels. Nature has beftowed on 
moft of them a more commodious probofcis, or trunk, than 
that of the elephant, which fome make ufe of as an alembic, 
to diftil a certain fyrup, which all the art of man can never 
imitate; others, as a tongue, to diftinguifh what. is moft 

| agreeable 
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EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DELINEATED. "5 


agreeable to their, tafte; fome, as a drill, or augur, for 
piercing any folid {ubftance, and all of them, or the greateft 
part at leaft, as a reed for fuction. Some are not only 
provided with this trunk, but with a kind of augur in their 
tails, which they dart forth, and retract at pleafure; and 
therewith dig cells, or little lodgments for the accommoda- 
tion of their young, in the heart of fruits, the bark of trees, 
the moft fubftantial part of leaves or gems, and often too in 
the moft ftubborn wood. Such as have curious eyes, have 
likewife for the moft part a pair of antenna, or little horns, 
that guard and fecure them ; and as they move along, efpe- 
cially in the dark, make trial of the ground, and difcover, 
by a quick and delicate fenfation, what would prove injus 
rious to them, may 2 them into immediate diftrefs, or exe 
pofe them to any danger. If thefe antenna happen to be 
moiftened by any pernicious liquor, or give way by the 
obftruction of any folid body, they are forewarned, turn 
fhort, and fteer a fafer courfe. Some of thefe horns confift 
of little knots, like thofe in the head of a cray-fifh; fome 
terminate in the form of a comb; and others are either 
covered with feathers, like down, or decked with a tuff of 
hair, to fecure them from any moifture. Moft infeéts, be- 
fides the feveral conveniencies before-mentioned, have like- 
wife the faculty of flying. Some have four large wings, in 
proportion to the extent of their bodies. Others, whofe 
wings are fo exquifitely fine that the leaft friction would 
tear them, have two large fcales, which they ereét or deprefs 
as wings, though they are, in reality, no more than cafes. 
There are great numbers likewife that have two win 

only, but under them two bladders, which when extended 
are eafily difcerned, and are looked upon by naturalifts, as 
two * counterpoifes, or equal weights, bY virtue of which 
the infect (like a rope-dancer with his pole) fupports itfelf 
— the agitation of the air, and continues in zxquili- 

rium. | | 


(To be continued.) 
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REFLECTIONS AFTER AN ORDINATION, 
| I THIS day delivered a charge to m dear “brother —— 


——————- on that remarkable paflage of {crip- 
ture, 


Derham Theol, Phyf, 1. viii, 
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REFLECTIONS AFTER AN ORDINATION. 


@ God,” &c. God, enable me to rémember, that in 
teaching him I teach alfo myfelf! and may I be enabled to | 
&tife what I have advifed him to obferve, fo far as it has _ 
n according to thy word! OQ, enable me, dear Lord, to 
i} , remember, that all my inftructions are to be gathered from 
thy word—that thy word is the word of truth—the teft and 


ture, 2 Tim. ii. 15. Study to thew thyfelf approved 


ftandard of truth—pure and unmixed truth—complete and 
 fufficient truth—neceflary truth=—may I try all doétrine and 
‘practices, and experience by it.—May I thankfully and cor- 


dially receive it in it’s fimplicity—never add to it, or dimi- 

nifh from it.—May it be my ftudy and delight from day to 

day ; and conftantly the delight of my people—may I ever 

be enabled by the fpirit of wifdom and illumination, to 
divide it in a proper manner, and to give every one his 

proper portion of it! as the circumftances of my people are 

very various, and require different portions. Lord, may I 

be wife and faithful in the great work to which thou haft 
called me—a workman that needeth not to be afhamed—well 
acquainted with my work, with the beft method of perform- 
ing it, and the inftruments by which it is beft managed! : 
‘and enable me well to ufe thefe divine inftruments! O, 

may I go through all the parts of it, with holy fkill, dili- 

gence, prudence, and patience, that I may not be afhamed. 

May thy approbation, blefled God, be my great concern. 

Let me not covet the honour that comes from men! but m 

the good' Lord enable me to ftudy the bleffed Bible, the 

hearts, wants, prejudices and dangers of men, and my own 

heart; all with prayer, humility, faith, and godly fear! and 

tmay my dear brother, fet apart to thy fervice, be made the 
happy partaker of the fame bleffings, for the glory of the 4, 

dear Jefus. Amen and amen. pea 


MEDITATION OF A YOUNG MINISTER IN THE 
YEAR 1972. 


2 Tim. ii. 15. A workman that needeth not to be afbamed.” 


_.. ‘THIS is a moft important matter, and to, aim at it is 
“certainly the duty of every minifter of the gofpel of Jefus 

Chrift. Lord, make me fuch a minifter of Jefus! Would 
A fee this exemplified in the miniftry of any fervant of the . 


Isord, 
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MEDITATION OF A YOUNG MINISTER. 17 
- Lord, I have fometimes thought it is exemplified in the 
conduct of Mr. Jonathan Edwards, of New England, prefi- 
dent of the college of New Jerfey; which I here tranfcribe, 
and would humbly pray that the God of all grace may deeply 
imprefs upon my heart, and enable me to imitate ! 
_ Asa preacher, he was judicious, folid, and inftruétive. 
Seldom was he known to bring controverfy into the pulpit 5 
or to handle any fubject in the nicer modes and forms of 
 fcholaftic difputation. His fermons, in general, feemed exceed~ 
ingly to vary from his controverfial compolitions, In his 
preaching, ufually, all was plain, familiar, fententious, prac- 
tical, and very diftant from any affectation of appearing the 
great man, or difplaying his extraordinary abilities asa icho- _ 
Jar. But ftill he ever preferved the character of a fkilful and — 
thorough divine. “The common themes of his miniftry, were 
the moft weighty and profitable; and in fpecial the great 
truths of the gofpel of Chrift, on which he lived by faith. 
His method in preaching was, firft, to apply to the under- 
{tanding and judgment, labouring to enlighten and convince 
them; and then to perfuade the will, and engage the affec- 
tions, and excite the active powers of the foul. His lan. 
guage was with propriety and purity, but with a noble neg- 
ligence, nothing ornamented. Florid diction was not the 
beauty he preferred. His talents were of a fuperior kind. 
He regarded thoughts rather than words. Precifion of fen- 
timent, and clearnefs of expreffion, are the principal charac- 


teriftics of his pulpit ftyle. Neither quick, nor flow of . 


_fpeech, there was a certain pathos in his utterance, and fuch — 
‘fkill of addrefs, as feldom failed to draw the attention, 
warm the hearts, and ftimulate the confciences of the audi- 
tory. He ftudied to fhew himfelf approved unto God, a 
workman that needed not to be afhamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth; and he was one that gave himfelf to 
prayer, as well as the miniftry of the word. Agreeably it 
_pleafed God to put great honour upon him, by crowning 
his labours with furprifing fuccefles in the converfion of fin- 
ners, and the edification of faints, to the advancement of 
tte kingdom and glory of God, our Saviour Jefus Chrift.”” 
_ See his life, before his defence of the dottrine of original 


fin. 
This bright example, Lord, I view 
_ With pleafure and delight ; 
Thus would my fpirit ferve thee toa, 
And keep thy word in fight, 
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“EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A FRIEND ON THE 


EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 


I HAVE not always myfelf been without doubts and fcru- 
ples of the kind you mention; but they have never been 
very ating nor have they ever produced much embarrafl- 
ment. The 


tianity, upon calm confideration, and renewed enquiry, has 


- appeared to me fufficiently clear to give adecided turn to _ 
my mind in it’s favour. I have afked myfelf:—What has | 

infidelity oppofed to it’s main facts? Merecavil. Hows the 
early, rapid and extenfive fpread of Chriftianity to be ac- 
- counted for? The caufes affigned by Gibbon are utterly in-. 
_ fufficient. How extraordinary that a Jewifh peafant, and a 
few fifhermen, unlearned, unprotected; without the influ- 


ence of riches, power, eloquence, or connections, fhould 


overturn the long eftablifhed and deep-rooted fyftems of 


paganifm 1 that they fhould produce a fyftem of morals, in 


the Auguftan age of Rome, fo incomparably fuperior to what. 
is to be found in the writings of that and every preceding 


age! I cansiot account for this but on the ground that they 


_ were taught and aided by God. I have confidered how ex- — 
cellently Chriftianity is adapted to our circumftances; and 


that it contains that information, aj] that information, moft 


needful to be known; and that, if I relinquifh it, whether 

I fhalt increafe my peace, improve my. morals, or better my 
condition. “If there be fome difficulties attending it’s evi- 
_ dence, [ recollect ‘that there are alfo many events in the courfe 


of divine providence, for which I cannot account. But, 
thalt I, therefore, give up the moral government of God, 


and plunge at once into atheifm? Comfortlefs ftate! dread- 
ful alternative ! I look at the lives of infidels, and I do not 


fee that they are careful to reftrain their paflions ; live up to 
the dictates of their much-boafted reafon, or are punétual in 
performing the duties of what they call natural religion. Their 
appears to me, to ase 


it’s evidence. If I with to walk “ fo as to pleafe God,” I 
politively declare, I do not fee how I can more effectually do 


2 than by living as. I am, taught in the New Teflament: 
_ and, till the fo called religion of nature, exhibits ftronger 
evidense 5 holds out a furer hope; and. promifes me more 


fatisfaction 


preponderance of evidence in favour of Chrif- 


& rather from. impatience of 
. that reftraint which Chriftianity lays upon their unbridled 
_ paffions, than from impartial difpaffionate examination of 
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ON THE EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. "9 


fatisfaction than it does, I think I fhould bea fool to change; 
and am refolved not. ‘This appears to me a refolution found- 
ed on the pureft dictates of unfophifticated reafon. The 
infidel may laugh at my credulity, but be is moft credulous.* 
He may fneer at my opinions, and treat my religious practice 
with contempt; but I envy not his triumph. It appears to 
me decifively evident, that an immoral bias—a ftrong ten- 
dency of mind to evil, Ye coolnefs with refpeét to our 
_ duty to God; predifpofes the mind to infidelity, and prepares: 
it for falling in with it as a laft refort: and to this the numers 
ous lapfes into infidelity ate undoubtedly owing.t May God 
_ preferve us from fuch a ftate of mind, ELT 


_ * They fhew their credulity in admitting, for they muft admit 
as an undeniable fatt, that a Jewifh peafant; and a few poot 
- men, chiefly fifhermen, ‘ of low parentage ahd education, of 
no learning or eloquénce, of no reputation or authority, 
‘¢ defpifed as Jews by the reft of mankind, and by the Jews 
** as the meaneft and worft of themfelves;” were able fuccefs- 
fully to contend “ with the prejudices of the world, the fuper- 
** {tition of the people, the interefts of the priefts, the vanity 
“ of the philofophers, the pride of the rulers, the malice of 
the Jews, the learning of the Greeks, and the power of 
«* Rome.” And without the aid of miraculous evidence, ta overe 
turn the fyftems of pagani{m, to effe& a large feceflion from the _ 
Jewith religion, and to eftablifh Chriftianity. This is what | 
the infidel affe&s to believe; and to believe this, I fay, is the 
height of credulity! It would be fully as rational to expeé& to © 
fee a mite carry a coloffus on it’s back, as to believe the above. 


+ John vii. 21. 1 Cor, ii, 14. “ Am animal man 
(as mentioned in the laft paflage) is one who makes the facul- 
ties of his animal nature; i. e. his fenfes, his paflions, and his 
natural reafon, darkened by prejudices, the meafure of truth, 
and the rule of his condu&, without paying any regard to the 
difcoveries of revelation. Of this character were the heathen 
philofophers, to whom the doctrines of the gofpel were fool- 
afinefs, 1 Cor. i. 23, alfo the Jewith f{eribes, and thofe falfe 
teachers whom Jude, verfe ig, calls Puyixos, animal men, not 
having the fpirit. Thefe ald rejefted the gofpel, becaule they 
could not explain it’s do€riries by their own principles or pre- — 
conceived notions.” Macknight in loc. And is not this ex- 
the cafe with many of our modern philefophic unbe- 
levers ? 
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ON THE a SOME PROFESSORS 
OF RELIGION. 


To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 


SIR, 


"THE following Extra& from the introduétion to a Dif- 
courfe on Meckne/s, by the late Dr. Enfield, from the fecond 
-volume of his fermons, lately publifhed by Dr. Akin, will 
not, I prefume, be deemed unworthy of a place in your ufe-« 
ful mifcellany. Though, by a change of term, in two or 
three inftances, in the opinion of fome, it would have made 
the paflage wear a more evangelical afpect; yet, the thoughts 
are juft, pertinent, and important; and highly deferving the 
attention of all thofe (of whom alas! there are too many in 
thefe days of lukewarmnefs, and relaxed morals ;) who ap- 
prove of the fyftem of Chriftianity as a whole, but are too 
remifs in a clofe attention to it’s feparate parts, and a per- 
- fonal application of them to their own pra¢tice. Such con- 
duét is flagrantly inconfiftent and abfurd. Every divine 
_ direétion is intended to have it’s ufe ; every duty is important, 
and neceflary to be regarded, if we wifh to be conducted 
to that height of moral excellence to which, as Chriftians, 
we are called; and which we fee fo admirably exemplified _ 
in our glorious*Redeemer and Matter, whofe difciples we 
call ourielves. It is alfo evidently our intereft to attend to 
every branch of duty. Did Chrift in thofe duties he has 
enjoined, regard Ais advantage or ours? The latter moft 
certainly. And if the precepts of Chriftianity are not the 
arbitrary injunctions of mere authority, or caprice, but of 
pure wifdom and exalted goodnefs, which none who con- 
ider them impartially will have the boldnefs to deny; it 
becomes our duty, our intereft, and our wifdom, to yield a _ 
general and unreferved obedience to them. The important 
- declaration of Famies, chap. ii. ver. 10, fhould be frequent. 
recollected, and ferioufly confidered. “ Whofoever fhall 
“« keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
“¢ guilty of all.” If we knowingly omit any duty, or prac- 
tife any evil, our obedience in other refpects, {prings from 
fome other principle than /upreme love of Ged, the only ac- 
ceptable, and the only efficient principle of evangelical obe- 
dience. And, if we were under equally ftrong temptations 
in thofe inftances in which we do obey, we fhould be found © 


ON INCONSISTENCY IN RELIGION, 


as unable to refift, and to fall as fhort as in the inftance in 
which we do not. A predominantly religious affection is 
{trictly impartial and confiftent. It anxioufly inquires what 
God has commanded, and feels equally impelled to all, from 


the fame motive. It may meet with greater oppofition, and 


have greater obftacles to overcome in performing one oj 
than another ; but it regards a// as both defirable and indif- 
penfable; being enaaioce by the fame high authority. If 
{trength of propentity, or worldly advantage, or any other 
allegation might fuccefsfully plead exemption in one cafe, for 
one perfon, the fame excufes would as powerfully plead in other 
cafes, for other perfons ; and thus every fpecies of vice would 


be tolerated. Is this pure and undefiled Chriftianity ? Would 


not this be making Chrift the minifter of fin? And yet this is 
the conclufion to which the fallacious reafoning of thofe 
perfons leads, who would be excufed from habitual obedi- 
ence in any fingle inftance. Chrift is indulgent to no wices, 
becaufe all vices are baneful and deftructive; and deroga- 
tory to the divine honour. ‘Thus the declaration of james 
is highly reafonable, ftrictly juft, and worthy of due obfer- 
“© Univerfally as mankind are agreed to acknowledge the 
obligation, and to admire the excellence of virtue in general, 
when they come to cenfider it in detail, in it’s feveral dif- 
tinct branches, they often ceafe to perceive it’s value, and 
to be fenfible of the reafonablenefs and neceffity, at-teaft in 
their own particular cafe, of practifing it. “Fo be virtuous 
they will readily allow to be the glory and happinefs of a 
rational being: to obey the will of God they without hefita- 
tion confefs to be the indifpenfable duty of every man. But 
unfold thefe general ideas by a diftinct enumeration of the 
 feveral duties which they comprehend—bring the fubject 
home to their own cafe by reminding them, that to be vir- 
tuous is—to refrain from every kind of fraud, oppreffion, and 
cruelty—-to be ftrictly honeft and equitable in every tranfac- 
tion—to keep the tongue from falfehood, diffimulation and 


flander—to be candid and charitable in our judgment of each 


 other—to be ready to employ our fubffance, our time, our 


abilities, for the benefit of thofe who need our affiftance—to : 


be willing to overlook affronts, and forgive injuries—to ab- 
ftain from unlawful pleafures—to be diligent in bufinefs, 
contented in poverty, and patient in trouble—to fubdue-the 
— of pride and anger, and clothe ourfelves with a 

umble, meek, and quiet {pirit—remind men that thefe™™gnd 
many Other duties are included in obedience to the will” of 
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God, and muft be performed by every one who would ob- 
tain the character, fo univerfallyjadmired, of a good man—and 
u will foon find them, with all their boafted love of virtue, 
heftatitie and demurring upon this or that particular branch 
of goodnefs; and induftrioufly fearching out fome plaufible 
excufes for {paring fome favourite vice, or for omitting, or 
at. leaft poftponing to fome more convenient feafon, fome 
difficult or irkfome duty. ‘Thus what is moft lovely and 
' admirable when furveyed as a whole, ceafes to appear fo 
when contemplated in it’s feveral parts; and what wins our 
applaufe, confidered in the abftract as an object of medita- | 
. tion, or a topic of difcourfe, as foon as it is brought home to © 
real life and practice, and is to:find a place in our own cha- 

raters, no longer gives us delight.” 


ANECDOTE OF A YOUNG LADY. 


_ & YOUNG lady who was inclined to be fat, was advifed 
to make ufe of vinegar to reduce her fat; fhe lived accord- 
ingly upon pickled mangoes and other pickles, which in a 
fhort time brought on a train of hyfteric diforders ; thefe fhe 
increafed much by too fpare a diet. For though fhe had left 
off the pickles, yet fhe lived only upon tea, with the fmalleft 
quantity of bread and butter, till fhe had brought herfelt 
almoft to death’s door. Being at laft prevailed upon by her 
phyfician, to take more nourifhing food, to increafe the 
quantity daily, without too much diftending her contracted 
{tomach at firft,.and to diink a little generous wine; fhe | 
foon recovered her perfect ftate of health. 


De Valangin on diet, page 82. 
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The Elements of the Latin Tongue, with all the Rules in 
Englifb, for the more ready Improvement of Youth. By 
the Rev. Robert Armftrong. 114 pages, 12m. Griffiths. 


Tims is a new attempt to render the learning of the 
_ Latin Tongue eafy and pleafant; and we may venture to 
recommend 


¢ 
t 


REVIEW, &c, 


recommend it, in that view, as worthy of attention. In 
point of eafe and fimplicity, we apprehend, that moft of 
thofe who are capable of judging, will think it fuperior to 
any of our common Latin Grammars. “ 
As education is of great importance to fociety, as well as 
to individuals, we venture to give our readers the worthy 
author’s account of his own performance. 
After ftating the neceffity of fuch a Grammar, Mr. A. 
fays, “ In the firft part, | have proceeded nearly upon the 
plan of the Econ Accidence, omitting every thing which I 
thought might be an impediment to the learner, and infert- 
ing what I imagined might elucidate the fubject. For this 


_ purpofe I have added a Paradigm of the Five Declenfions 
of Greek Nouns; with examples of Subftantives and Adjec- — 
tives declined together. Likewife, I have put the Englifh — 


to the irregular and defective verbs. The Syntax is moiily 
taken from the Rudiments of the celebrated Ruddiman, only 


I have added examples almoft to every rule, and fome rules 
where I thought they might be of advantage to the fcholar. 


‘To make this: part more obvious and plain, I have caufed 
the examples to be printed in one line; the governing word 
in Roman charaéters, the governed in Italic, and the Eng- 
lifh anfwering to each, in the fame letter. The rules for 


the Genders of Nouns are illuftrated by examples, with the 


fignification of each in Englifh. The method of forming 
the preterfect Tenfes and Supines of Verbs is exemplified, 
after the manner of a Vocabulary, in a great number of 
Simple verbs, with a compound verb when. it differed from 


the fimple. The Profody will be found more-extenfive than 


in any Grammar of the kind, efpecially in the quantity of 
Syllables, which are confidered at large, with examples from 
the Claflics where it was neceflary. ‘The meafure and ftruc- 
ture of verfe are exemplified in eleven different kinds of 
thofe which are moft common, with the method of Scanning ; 


to which are added examples of Scanning the Odes and 


of Horace.” 


The Britifh Proteftant Youth's InftruGor. In Seven Dia- 


logues. On the Deliverance God bath gracioufly wrought 

_ for thefe Kingdams, in preferving us from Popery. By 

Samuel Brows, Tadly, Hants. 91 pages, 12mo. Chap- 
man. 

THIS Tract is not remarkable for elegance of ftyle, er 

beauty of compofition, But it deferves to be read by the 
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common people, and particularly by young ‘people; as it. 
contains a confiderable quantity of inftruction concerning 
Subjects with which every young perfon in Great Britain 
and Ireland, ought to be acquainted. Thefe fubjects are well 
- jlluftrated, in the form of Dialogue, between Mr. Briton and 
his fon George, and will afford entertainment, as well as 
advantage to the Reader. 

_ The Dialogues are feven. On the Principles of Popery ; 
on the Perfecution of the Proteftants; on the Spanifh Inva- 
fion ; on the Fire of London ; on the Powder Plot; on the 
Revolution; and on fome of the Attempts made to introduce 
Popery again after the Revolution, “a 


~ 


| A Short Catechifm for Children, with a ferious Addrefs to 


- Parents. By Fohn Brown, Harlow, Effex. 48 pages, 
6a. Button. | 
THIS Catechifm contains feventy-three queftions; and _ 

js introduced with a ferious addrefs, which we recommend 
to the attention of parents and heads of families, of all deno- 


i 


‘OBITUARY. 


J AN. 15, 1799. Died at Cotes, in the county of Leicef- 
ter, Mr. Francis ‘White, an eminent and opulent farmer and 
grazier, aged 68. He was many years, a very refpectable 
and ufefyl member of the General Baptift church at Lough- 
borough. In the former part of his life, he experienced 
many difficulties, on account of his confcientious regard to 


the pure worfhip of God, from the perfecuting bigotry of the 


age. His latter days have been embittered by trials of a 
different fort. It is hoped that he died in the faith of Jefus 
_ Chrift, that he is now reaping the reward of eternal glory ; 
and that the many good works which he did upon earth, 
have followed him into that world where he will enjoy ever- | 
laiting reft and comfort, with his glorious Redcemer. 
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For the General Baptifi Magazine. 


WINTER, 


D READ Winter haftens on with 
afpect fierce 

And icy hand, fcattering the hoary 

| froft 

All Nature withers as the ftrides along : 

The whole creation languifhes: the 
trees, 

Robb’d of their verdure, now prefent 

th’ eye 

A ruffet hue; or fttriptof all theirpride, 

With branches unadorn’d, ftand bare 
and naked, 


The louring fkies and clouds im- 
purpled, warn 
The gazing villagers of ftorms approach. 
Sullen and flow dark Boreas’ now pre- | 
pares | 
For grand attack, and mufters all his 
force, 


The threat’ning tempeft hangs awhile 


in air, 

Then fadden ruhhes with impetuous rage 

And violence irrefiftible, and {preads 

Sad devaftation, horror and difmay, 

O’er all the ifland, continent and feas.! 

The forefts groan beneath, the dreadful 
blaft. 

The lofty pine and the fair fpreading 
beach, 

Unable to fuftain the dreadful fhock, 

Fall headlong to the ground with hide- | 
ous crafh ; 

Uprooted by the furious winds ; ; and lie 

With fhatter’d tops and mangled limbs, 

unfeemly. 

The wild tornado ftrikes the fturdy oak ; 

‘Strains his ftout trunk, and breaks his 
ftubborn arms.— 

Thanks to my Maker for an humble 
fhed, 

Where 1 with fafety can repofe, How 
many 

At this tremendous moment, ftand ex- 
pos’d 

To all the fury of the winds and 


WAVES Paw 


— 


Now hoxidus damps arid nocent vase 
pours rife, 


fend up 
/Amain, thick exhalations, Migs with 
mifts. 


|The thick’ning cloud abforbs the fun’s 
bright beams, 

And robs the earth of all his ro. 
Fic, 

| With languid eye, as in eclipfe looks 
through 

ie watery worlds from fouthern fkiesy 
and weeps 5 


Then Rtraight withdraws and fhines to 


other climes. 


lab’ring cloud 
Hangs near the ground tremendous, and 
prepares 


To thed her {nowy treafures on the 


earth, 
Fo fingle atoms firft the flying flakes 
Through the ftill air, come wand’ringy 
tillanon, 
The powder’d hofts defcend in multi- 
tudes 


defcends 

The fleecy fhow’r ; nor intermits, but 
falls, 

Wide fpreading o’er and deep’ ning on 
the plains ; 

And the serail fleeps beneath a filver 
velt, 


Bleak north- eatt winds awake, and 
from the fky. 
Sweep the exhaufted cloud. 

ing fun 
Begins his daily journey from the eaft, 
| Shining in brighteft majefty: yet pierce 
| ing froft 

Begins i in earneft, and with iron hand 
Seizes the earth, nd turns it into ftone 3 
Arrefts the rivers as they glide along, 
/And binds their furface to the oozy 


banks ; | 
| Vol. Il. ce And 


From bog and fen, and o’er the marfhes 
glide 


-Portentous : (welling lakes and feas. 


Unite, afeend, and fpread afullen gloom, 


With winter ftores furcharg’d, the 


Innumerable, and darken all the welkin. 
| Through the ftill night, filent and foft 


The rif-_ 
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~ Yn murmuring notes and plaintive, tell 


the kind shepherd’s hand and 


‘The lowing oxen 1 and the bleating 
theep, 


their wants ; 


the crib: 


While the young ravens, pinch’d with | 
hunger, cry. 


The eve wide wand'ring, now ex- | 
ploresthe yales, 
And traverfes the mountains from afar ; 


When nought but a white fhin - 
ing 

The nda is dead and buried i in the 
{now. 

Ah! where are now the beauties 

which adorn | 

The flow’ry gardens and th’ blooming 
meads, 


When Sol in vernal glory warms the 
earth, 


And from hac bofom calls her choiceft 
ftores ? 


Dormant they lie, their colours all are 


SACRED POETRY. 
ern fleep beneath a fhining 


To his appoiatments : what he wills is 
beft ! 


Be it our part to wonder and adore. 

His goodnefs and his kind defigns to man, 

Appear no lefs ’midft winter’ s chilling 
blafts, 

Than in thofe happier months when 


harveft waves, 


| And loads the earth with more than gol~ 


den ftores. 


Soon fhall the globe, by his high fov’. 


reign will 
| Finifh her annual journey to the north, 


| And roll her pond’rous orb nearer the 


foul 
Of the creation. Then touch’d by his 
beams, 
Snows fall di diffolve and rivers foftly flow, 
While breezes aemapente, and gentle 
] Shall blefs the valleys and refreth the 
plains. 
His genial rays thal! then with vernal 
Renew the earth, and all our joys re- 
ftore. | 
In fofter accents then, 1 hope to fing 
The blooming beauties of emma 


loft ; 
faded {poils of unrelenting froft. 


Shock’d at the dreary fcene, the pen- 
five mufe 


Spring. 
EPITAPH 


Breaks off the fubject, and retires to On the grave-ftone of Mr. John Ald. 


weep. 


How jhall I court her to refume the 
fong ? 


Now learn, my foul, t’adore that God 
fupreme, 

Who from his treafures brings the wing- 
ed wind, 

walks ferenely on the furious 
 ftorm, 


Who featters down the hogry froft, and } 


bids 

Vapours afcend, and fnows deluge the 
ground. 

At whofe almighty voice, refiftlefs froft, 

| Seals up the hand of man, and binds the 
earth 

In adamant. Who feéds the bicocias 
theep, 

And the hoarfe murmuring herd with 
meat fupplics. 


Let the whole race of msn cal 


ridge; one of the firft feven who con- 
gregated together at Barton Fabis, and 
who began the New Conneétion of | 
General Baptifts. He died, April 2, 
179 523 at Hugglefcoat, Leicefterthire, 


FALL’N is the man, who long hag 
ftood 

A pillar in the houfe of God ! 

But foon he fhall in glory rife, 

And be a in 


AMAY MORNING6’s EXCURSION 


AURORA’s dawn falutes my waking — 
eyes 
Gleams 0’ ‘er my <ogade and gently bids 


Pleas’9 


me 1 
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Pleas’d with charming accents, I: 
obey, 

And hail with gratitude the op’ning. 
day. 

Then through the woodlands ftraight 
begin to rove, 

T o hear the love-tales of the cooing dove. 


The mingled fcents of various exibes 
. of flow’rs 
 ‘Embalm the air, and blefs thefe early 
hours. 
Th’ ethereal effence pure my foul re- 
news, 
And health fits fmiling on the limpid 


dews. 


| 
The birds harmonious make the wood- 


lands ring, 
Charm'd with the beauties of returning 
Spring. 
Q! what delights to feaft the ear and 
eye? 
Here all the fenfes meet a rich fupply. 


| But as I farther ftray and climb the. 


shill 
} fee freth’ beauties ; and frefh beauties 
| 
Attra my eye! Here let me take a 
 ftand, 
View the champain ftretch’d wide on 
ev’ry hand. 


What various the boundilefs 

~profpeét yields, 

Wide interfpers*d with forefts, floods 
and fields. 

At diftance towns and villages arife, 

And lofty fpires, whofe fummits pierce 

the kkies. | 

_ Nearer to view the ftately domes are feen, 

And grounds for pleafyre, fet with ever- 


green, 
Where lofty pines fupporting their al- | 
coves, 
Lift high their heads, and overlook the 
groves. 
The fpringing corn makes glad the fal- 
low ground ; 
The tifing hills with dark’ning woods 
are crown’d. 
From the broad marth the whit’ning fog 
 exhales, 
And flowly creeps along the humid 
| vales : 
Nought but the trees o’er all the meads 
appear 5 
heads, majettic, through the mift 
Cy 


plow Sol’s approach my 
d’ring cyes 


| Whofe glories thine o'er al the caftern 


{kies. 
The breaking clouds his rifing beams 
unfold 
And deck. their floating {kirts in bor- 
row’d gold. 


-Lo! while I fpeak, his glorious face he 


fhews 
Difpels the mift, and drinks mellifucus 


dews. 


| With majefty the tkies he travels o'er, 


From th’ orient to the occidental fhore, 
While ftars their tapers at his beams 
; 
Yet, from his ‘lordly eye, keep diftance 
due, . 


With fweet tranfition now my 
thoughts remove, 
From things. terreftrial, to yon fields 


above 

His flaming orb: There endlefs ages 
roll, 

And fruits immortal feaft th’ enraptur’d 
foul 

Of brighteft cherubim: while loftieft 
lays 

Fill his loud tongue to found Sesaliianitne 
pr aife. 

But ah! § faint. This flight is too 
fublime ; 


T muft return to earth, my native clime. 


How the fun rifes and augments his 
pow’ rs 


-} And climbs apace towards his meridian 


tow’r, 
The frefh’ning zephyrsall are fled away, 
And my heart pants beneath the fcorch- 


ing ray. 
Retire, my mufe, from thefe decreafing 
charms, 
And feek the thelter of yon branching 
alms. 
Welcome, delightful haunt, refrefhing 
Long ed you bloom, your foliage never 
ade, 
During the langour of thefe noon-tide 
hours, 


| 


Let me recline befide this bank of flow'rs $ 


At whofe delicious foot, the mumuring 
ftream 


Adds to the beauties of the rural f{cene. 


Thus plac’d; the fituation round 5 
view 


j And then my meditations thus renew’d. 


Nz How 
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How thall I praife that gracious Power 


£4 
Which made théefe beauties, and which 
them mine? 
What thoughts the pleas’d imagination 
throng, 


nd loudly call upon me for afong. 


tO! how mean thefe beauties which } 
I fee, | 


_ When once compar'd with Jefu’s love | 


‘to me! 

Poffefs’d of this, E nothing covet more, 

Nor envy men their heaps of fhining ore. 

Intitled to an everlafting crown, 

On earthly kings, with pity I look down. 

What are the glories of the gay and 
great, 

When once compar’d with an immortal 
ftate ? 

Here 1 could lay me down, and die 
away, 

To the bleft manfions of eternal day. 


' ‘Toall the joys of time my eye-lids clofe, 


And fweetly flumber in a laft repofe. 


Straight on the flow’ry bank I laid 
2 my head, 


_ And gentle fleep her mantle round me 
fj 


P 
When lo! mmathoaght, clofe by the 
limpid flood, 
And near my fide, a form celeftial ftood. 
My eyes faft clos’d, my fancy open flung ; 


A voice I heard, and thus the vifion fung: . 


March on, thou heavenly traveller» 

march on, 

¢ Soon will thefe earthly vanities be gone. 

Soon you'll arrive at that delightful 
fhore, 

¢ Where pleafures flow, and flow for 
evermore. 

«"T here wholefome fruit on trees im- 
mortal grow, 

¢ And living waters in abundance fiow. 

¢ There fweeter gales than bleft Arabia 
yields, 

¢ Breathe o’er and cheer the ever bloom- 
ing fields, 

There fpicy caffias drop their lucid oils, 

¢ The ravifh’d fenfes drink the fragrant 
fpoils. 


¢ The lily courts the eye in below ; } 


¢ The mountains with celeftial rofes 
glow. 

‘ The vallies bluth with flow’rs of ev'ry 
hue ; | 

s The melting fkies diftil the balmy dew. 

Theturtle ever tumes her moving loves, 


POETRY. 


And breathes foft actents through thé 


irft’ning groves, 
« Sweet Philomela fings her evening tales 
'§ Which warbling, echo through th” 
ethereal vales, 
© There difembodied faints their man- 
ia fions hold, 
And tune feraphic notes on of 


gold. 


© Cherubic anthems found from diftant. 
‘ills, 

And joy celeftial ev’ry fills, 

‘ There Jefus reigns, and from his {mil- 


ing face 
‘ Beams lifeand love on all the heav’nly 
race. 
«Th? angelic armies fpread his praife 
around, | 
«While diftant plains re-echo with the 
found, 
€ In loud acclaim ‘they blefs the great 
I AM, 
And thout the honours of the 
terd Lamb, 
‘No fear of death their pleafures can 
allay ; 
live and reign through an eternal 
day. | 
¢ Stand firm! goon! be faith ful toyour — 
- Lord, 
¢ And foon you'll mae the infinite re- 
‘ward,’ 


The Spirit ceas’d: methought the 
woodlands fung, 
And all the charming bells in glory rungs 
lift’ning lay: "twas ecftacy to hear, 
But O, what blifs todwell for ever there! 
Aloud I cry’d, leave this world of 
cares, 
¢ And foar beyond the fun and fixed ftars ! 
| © Piljoin the ranfom’d company, and fee 
§ The Man that once was crucified for 
3 me ! 
‘From earthly toys my anxjous (piri 
turns, 
¢ And for celeftial Lord glows and burns! 
‘Then fpurn’d the globe to mount to 
joys fupreme ! 
¢ When lo! I woke, and found i it all a 
dream,’ 


Home I return’d to take my part 
ofice more, 

In toils and trials I had known before ; : 

Till this fweet dream be realiz’d, and I> 

Mount up in eatneft to that world of joy- 
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AND DEATH OF MR. JOSEPH ALLEINE- 
Concluded from page 50. 
Clarke’s Lives of fundry eminent Perfons, p. 154. 


His reproofs were managed with fo much refpect to heir 
_ perfons, and places, that they faid, they could not but take 
“- them well, though they were fharp and plain: and his man- 
ner was before he intended to reprove them, often in the bath 
to difcourfe with them, of fuch things as might be pleafing 
to them, which did fo engage their affections that they de- 
lighted to converfe with him, who was furnifhied with matter 

of difcourfe for any company, defigning to make ufe of it for 
fpiritual ends, by which meanshe caught many. 

_ Here though he had many diverfions, by his conftant bath- 

ing every day, and frequent vifits, befides his weaknefs, yet 
he kept his conftant feafons, four times a day, for his holy | 

_ ¥etirements. Firft in the morning from five o’clock till 
| _ feven, at which time he was‘ carried to the bath, and again 
before dinner, but then he fpent lefs time, and about half an 
hour before two, juft before he went abroad. He appointed 
_ his chairman, that carried him to the bath, to fetch him about 
three o’clock, and to carry him to the fchools and alms- 
boufes, and to the godly poor, efpecially the widows, to 
whom he gave money: and would pray and confer with them, 
about their fpiritual ftate as their neceffities required, engag~ 
ing the teachers and governors to teach them the Affemblies” 
Catechifm, whereof he bought and gave them many dozens 
for the ufe of their fcholars, and many other fmall booke 
which he judged ufeful for them; and about a week or fort. 
night after he would again vifit them to fee what progrefs 
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a alfo engaged feveral perfons to fend their children once 
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a week to him to be catechifed by him; and he had about 


‘fixty of feventy children that came to him every Lord’s day, — 
who profited much by his inftructions, till fome took fuch 
_ offence at it, that he was forced to defift, and the {chool- 


mafter was threatened to be brought into the Bifhop’s court — 
at Wells for it, which frighted‘him and fome others. He 


alfo fent for all the godly poor he could hear-of in the city, 


whom he entertained at his chamber, and gave them money 


according to his ability, as a thank-offering unto God for 
“his mercy to him, and procured two of the aforenamed minif+ 
ters to affift him in keeping a day of thankfgiving for the 
fame. Though his ficknefs had been long and his expences 


great; yet, he thought he could never never do enough for 
him from whom he had received all. He always gave money 


or apples to all the children that came to be catechifed by — 


him, befides what he gave to their teachers and the poor ; 
and having made seta for his wife, he refolved to lay up 
the reft in heaven; often faying, that having no children of - 
his own, God’s children fhould have his eftate. ag 
His next work was to fend letters to all his relations and 
intimate friends, whom he exhorted to obferve his countel, 
for it was like to be his laft to them. He had a great de- 
fire to go to Mr. Jofeph Bernard’s, which was about five 
miles from Bath, to, promote the exercife of catechifing in 
Somerfet and Wiltfhire. Mr. Bernard having had a great 
deliverance as well as himfelf, he propofed to him, that b 


way of thank-offering unto God, they fhould mutually en-. 


e to join in the printing of fix thoufand of the Affemblies’ 


a 
| Carechiis, and to raife fome money among other friends 
to fend to every minifter in thofe counties that would engage 


in the work, and alfo to give to the children for their encou- 


ragement in learning of it: which work was effeéted by Mr. 
Bernard, after Mr. Alleine’s deceafe. 
Mr.. Alleine finding himfelf again to decline, judged that 
it proceeded from want of bathing, and therefore returned to 
Bath again, where (by the advice of the doctor) he made 
ufe of the hot-bath, the crofs-bath being now too cold for 
him, and for four days feemed to be refrefhed by it; but 
upon the 3d of November there appeared a great change in 
his countenance, and he found a great alteration in himfelf; 
and-fome friends coming to vifit him, he defired them to pray 
for him, for his time was very fhort. 


_ After they had dined he was in more than an ordinary 


manner tranlported with affections to his wife, whom he 


thanked 
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thanked for all her care and pains about him, putting up moft 
afteétionate petitions to God for her; and the like alfo he ~ 

After this, he called for a Practice of Piety, and turning 
from his wife, he read to himfelf the Meditation about Death 
in the end of the book; which his wife taking notice of, 
-afked him if he judged his end to be near? He anfwered that 
he knew not, but within a few days fhe fhould fee. Then 

he defired her to read two chapters to him, as fhe ufually did 
every night, and fo he hafted to bed (being not able to 
pray with them) undreffing himfelf, more than he had done © 
_ for many months before. In bed he complained of a ftop- 
page in his head, and had fomething given him to prevent 
his fits, yet within a quarter of an hour he hada ftrong 
convulfion, and God was pleafed to deny fuccefs, notwith- — 
ftanding all means ufed to remove it; thefe fits continued 
for two days and nights without an hour’s intermiffion. 

His fits were very terrible to behold; but prayer being 
made, that if the Lord faw fit, he would fo*far mitigate his 
hand upon him, that he might yet utter his mind unto them 
befere his departure, the Lord was pleafed to return a gra- 

F cious anfwer ; for whereas before he had not fpoken from 
Tuefday night before, upon Friday morning about three | 
o’clock, he called for his wife, {peaking very underftandingly 
(by times) all that uy and that night after he fpake with 
an audible voice for fixteen hours, fuch like words as you 
had formerly an account of: this continued, with fome little 


intermiffion, till Saturday in the evening, at which time he 
departed, 


SOME OF HIS SAYINGS. 
_ When the week began, he would fay, Another week is 
now before us: let us {pend this week for God. 
In the morning he would fay, Come now let this day be 
fpent for God. Now let us live this one day well. Could 
we refolve to be more than ordinary circumfpeét, but for 
one day at a time, and fo on, we might live at extraordi- 
nary rates. 


In the day he would afk people, How did you fet out to 
day? Did you fet out for God to da 


y? What were your 
morning thoughts ? 
As he walked about the houfe, he would make fome {pi- 


ritual ufe of whatever did occur: and ftill his lips did drop 


as the honey-comb to all that were about hina, to affift him 
in his weaknefs. 


O2 Ta 


A 


a 
| 
i? 
+ 
t 
’ 4 
Se 
1% 
| 
i, 
74. 
hy 
4 
+4 


92 BIOGRAPHY. | 
‘To one that had done well: -there are ¢wo things {faid 
he) that we muft {pecially look to after well doing. 1. That 
we grow not proud of it, and fo lofe all, 2. That we 

grow not fecure, and fo give the tempter new advantages. 

Speaking of the vanity of the world, he faid, It is as good 
to be without the world, and to bear that {tate as becometh a 
Chriftian, as to,enjoy the world, though it were never fo 
well employed. . If a man hath riches and layeth them out for 
God and for his fervants.; yet as happy .an-eftate to re- 
ceive alms of another, fo. we bear our poverty aright, and 
are cheerful and thankful in our low eftate:: though yet it’s 
true, that riches may be ufed to the good of others. And 
it’s more honourable to give than to receive ss» 

Another time he faid: How. neceflary a duty is it for a 
_ child af God placidly to fuit with all God’s difpenfations. 
A Chriftian muft not only quietly fubmit to God in all his 
dealings, but muft ever be beft pleafed with what God doth, 
as knowing that he is infinitely wife and ‘good. O, how 
unbecoming a Chriftian is it to do otherwife> 

__ Another time he faid: OQ, what an alteration will fhortly 
be made upon us! Now we are the fons of God, but yet 
it doth not appear (to fight) what we fhall be. Did we 
imagine only that we fhall fhine as the fun, it were too low 
a@ conception of our future bleflednefs. af, 
_ As he was dreffing in a morning, he faid: O, what a 


Shout there will be when Chrift thall come in his glory! I 


hope all here prefent fhall contribute to it. 
_ Again: I blefs the. Lord, I delight ‘in nothing in this 
world, farther than } fee God in it. | As yee 
In his weaknefs he faid: There are three things that muft 
be unlearned, as being miftakes among men. 1. Many think 
their happinefs lies in having the world, when it’s much 
more in contemning the world. 2 Men think that the 
greateft contentment lies in having their wills, when indeed 
it hes in croffing, mortifying, and fubduing their wills to 
the will of God. 3,.:Men think it their butinefs and beneht _ 
& feek themfelves, whereas indeed it is the denying of them- 
elves. 
_ His. advice to his friend was, 1. Value precious time 
while time doth lait, .and not when it is irrevocably loft. 
2- Know the worth of things to come, before they come, 
or are prefent: and the worth of things prefent before they 
_ are paft. 3. Value no mercy as it ferves to content the fiefh, 
Dut as it is ierviceable for God, and to things eternal. 
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To one that watched with him, he faid, I hope to pafs an 
eternity with thee in the praifes of our Ged, in the mean 
time let us live a life of praife whilft we are here: for it is 
{weet to us and delightful to God, it’s harmony in his ears, 
our failings being pardoned, and our perfons and praifes ac- 
cepted through Chrift. | 

Not long before his death he faid to the fame perfon, O, 
how much hath God done for you more than for all the | 
world of unconverted perfons, in that he hath wrought his 
image in your heart, and will bring you at the laft to his 
celeftial glory ' See now that you acknowledge the grace of 
God, and give him the praifes of it. For my part, I blefs 
the Lord, [ am full of his mercy. Goodnefs and mercy 
have followed me all my days: I am full and running over. 
And now I charge you to walk cheerfully, and to follow 
me with your praifes whilft I am alive. ae 

- When he heard that there were warrants out for his ap- 
prehenfion upon the five mile’s act, being then very weak, 
lifting up his eyes to heaven, with a cheerful countenance, 
he thanked God that would fo far honour him, faying, blefl- 
ed be the Lord, I fhall now give up two lives for Chrift; 
the one in doing for him; the other in fuffering for him. 
I am worn out in doing for him: and now I can do na 
more, fhall I not fuffer for his fake? I blefs the Lord, I 
look not for any happinefs' in this world, and I am content 
to ftay for it till I come into the other world. I forgive 

“mine enemies with all my heart: I can put up all the Inju- 
ries they have done me; but I am fure God will not put 
them up foexcept they repent. =, | 

_ Speaking of exhortation and reproof he faid: It is the fafeit 
courfe (where it may be done) to take the prefent opportu- 
nity, and not to fuffer our backward hearts to cheat us of the 
prefent under pretence of ftaying for a fitter time. on 

By way of advice for profitable difcourfe, he faid: It’s 
good for fuch Chriftians as néed it, to ftudy before hand 
what to fpeak, that they may always have fomething in rea- 


dinefs to bring forth for the benefit of others, which will 
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BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
| THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


(Continued from page.) 


LIFE OF JOHN ROGERS, VICAR OF ST. SEPUL= 


CHRES, AND READER OF ST PAUL’S IN LON- 


i: 
Me. John Rogers was brought up in the univerfity of 


_ Cambridge, where he profited much in good learning, and 


at length was chofen by the merchants adventurers to be 
their chaplain at Antwerp in Brabant, whom he ferved many > 


_ years to their great fatisfaction. He chanced there to fall 
In company with that worthy fervant and martyr of God, 
“William Tindal, and Miles Coverdale, both of whom, for 


the hatred they bore to popifh fuperftition and idolatry, and 
Jove to true religion, had forfaken their native country. In 


_ conferring with them on the fcriptures, he came to great know- 
‘ledge in the gofpe] of God, infomuch that he caft off the 


heavy yoke of popery, perceiving it to be impure and filthy | 


idolatry, and joined with them in that painful and moft pro- 


table labour of tranflating the Bible into the Englifh tongue, 
which is tntituled, The Tranflation of Thomas Matthew. 
He knowing by the fcriptures, that unlawful vows may law- 


_ fully be broken, and that matrimony is both honeft and 


honourable among all men, joined himfelf in lawful matri- 
mony, and fo went to. Wittenberg in Saxony, where he 


with much fobernefs of living did not only increafe in good 
earning, but alfo fo much profited in the knowledge of the 


Dutch tongue, that the charge of a congregation was orderly 
committed to ‘his care. | 
In which miniftry he diligently and faithfully ferved many 
years, until fuch time asjit pleafed God, by the faithful travail 
of his chofen and dear fervant, King Edward the Sixth, utterly 
to banifh al! popery out of England, and to receive in true 
religion, fetting God’s gofpel at liberty. He then left Sax- 


_ony, and came into England to preach the gofpel; in which 
_ office, after he had awhile diligently and faithfully travailed, 
Nicholas Ridley, then bifhop of London, gave him a pre- 


bend in his cathedral, and the dean and chapter chofe him 
to be reader of the divinity-leflon there, wherein he con- 


tinucd, until fuch time as Queen Mary obtaining the crown, 


banifhed 
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banifhed the gofpel and true religion, and brought in the 
antichrift of Rome, with his idolatry and fuperftition. 

After the queen was come to the tower of London, Mr. 
Rogers preached at Paul’s-crofs, confirming fuch true doc- 
trine as he and others had taught there in King Edward’s 
days, exhorting the people conftantly to remain in the fame, — 
and to beware of all peftilent popery, idolatry and fuperifti- | 
tion. ‘The council being then overmatched by popifh and 
bloody bifhops, called him account for his fermons; to 
whom he made a bold, wife and pious-anfwer, and yet in 
fuch fort handled himfelf, that at that time he was clearly 
difmiffed. But after that proclamation was fet forth by the 
queen to prehibit true preaching, he was called again before 
the council; for the bifhops thirfted after his blood. ‘The 
council quarrelled with him concerning his doctrine; and in 
conclufion commanded him, as prifoner, to keep his own 
houfe, and fo he did; although by flying he might eafily 
have efcaped their cruel hands, and many things there were 
which might have moved him thereunto. He did fee the 
recovery of religion in England, for that prefent, defperate ; 
he knew he could not want a living in Germany, and he 
could not forget his wife and ten children, and to feek 
means to fuccour them. But all thefe things fet apart, after 
he was called to anfwer in Chrift’s caufe, he would not de- 
part, but ftoutly ftood in defence of the-fame, and for the 
trial of that truth, was content to hazard his life. 

He remained a prifoner in his own houfe a long time, 
till at length, through the uncharitable procurement of Bon- 
ner, bifhop of London, he was removed from his own houfe 
to the prifon of Newgate, where he was lodged a great 
while among thieves and murderers. ; 

He was afterwards twice examined before the Lord Chan-" 
cellor and others of the council, on the 22d and 29th days 
of January, in the year 1555. On the conclufion whereof 
the Lord Chancellor proceeded to pronounce condemnation 
on Mr. Rogers, particularly mentioning two articles, viz. 
That Rogers affirmed the Roman Catholic ‘church te 

be the church of antichrift. 

2. ‘That he denied the reality of the Roman facrament.. °°’ 

‘T’hen the chancellor caufed Mr. Rogers to be degraded 
and condemned, and put into the hands of the fheriffs. ; 


That our readers may cbferve what iikehiah may be done in the 
name of GOD, and under the cloak of fan@ity, I fball here 


infert 
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infert the copy of the Reverend Mr. Rogers's condemnation, 

tranflated into Englifh. It is an awful thing to confider in 

what a felemm manner the papifis have murdered hundreds 
of quiet and confcientious people, as the following inftrument 
_ UN thename of God, Amen, WE, Stephen, by the permif- 
fion of God, bifhop of Winchefter, lawfully and rightly pro-_ 
ceeding with all ly favour by authority and virtue of our 
Office, againft thee John Rogers, prieft, otherwife called 
Matthew, before us perfonally here prefent, being accufed 
and detected, and notorioufly flandered of herefy, having heard, 
feen, and underftood, and with all diligent deliberation weighed, 
difcuffed, and confidered the merits of the caufe, all things 
being obferved, fitting in our judgment-feat, the name of 
Chrift being firft called upon, and having only God before 
our eyes, becaufe by the acts enacted, propounded and exhi- 
bited in this matter, and by thy own confeffion judicially 


made before us, we do find that thou haft taught, holden and 


affirmed, and obftinately defended divers errors, herefies, 


and. damnable opinions, contrary to the doétrine and deter- — 


mination of the holy church, as namely thefe: “ That the - 
« Catholic church of Rome is the antichrift. Item, That 


in the facrament of the altar there is not fubftantially nor | 


«¢ really the natural body and blood of Chrift.” The which 
aforefaid herefies and damnable opinions, being contrary to 
the law of. God, and determination of the univerfal and 
apoftolical church, thou haft arrogantly, ftubbornly, and wit- 
tingly maintained, held, and affirmed, and alfo defended be- 
fore us, as well in this judgment, as alfo otherwife, and 
with the like obftinacy, malice and blindnefs 


of heart, both wittingly and willingly affirmed, that thou 


wilt believe, maintain, and hold, affirm and declare the fame: 
We, therefore, S. Winchefter, bithop, ordinary and dio+ 
cefan aforefaid, by the confent and aflent as well of our re- 
verend brethren the lords bifhops here prefent and affiftant, 
as alfo by the counfel and judgment of divers worfhipful — 

Svision; with whom we have 
communicated in this behalf, do declare and, pronounce thee, 
the faid John Rogers, otherwife called Matthew, through 
thy demerits, tranfgreffions, obftinacies, and wilfulnefs ( which 
through manifold ways thou haft: incurred by thine own 


wicked and ftubborn obftinacy) to have been, and to be 


guilty of the deteftable, horrible, and wicked offences of here- 
tical pravity, and execrable doGtrine in the fundry confef- 
fions, aflertions, and recognitions here judicially toon us 

oftentimes 
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97 
pfteritimes repeated, and yet ftill doth mairitain, affirm and - 
believe the fame, and that thou haft been, and art lawfully 
convicted in this behalf: We, therefore; I fay; albeit follows 
ing the example of Chrift, “ which would not the death of 
a finner, but rather that he fhould corivert and live;” We 

have gone about oftentimes to correct thee by all lawful © 
means that wé could, and all wholfome admonitions that we 
did know, to reduce thee again unto the true faith and unity 
of the Catholic church; notwithftanding have found thee 
obftinate and ftiff-necked, willingly continuing in thy dam- — 
nable opinions and herefies, and refufing. to return again 
unto the true faith and unity of the holy mother church ; 


and as the child of wickednefs and darkniefs fo to have har- — : 


dened thy heart, that thou wilt not underftand the voice of . 
thy fhepherd, which with a fatherly affection doth feek after — 
thee, nor wilt be allured with his fatherly and geal r-admo- 
nitions: We, therefore, Stephen, the bifhop aforefaid, not 
willing that thou which art wicked fhouldft now become 
more wicked, and infeét the Lord’s flock with thine herefy. 
(which we are greatly afraid of) with forrow of mind and 
bitternefs of -heart do judge thee, and definitely. condemn thee 
the faid Rogers, otherwife called Matthew, thy demerits .and 
faults being aggravated throtigh. thy damnable obitinacy, 
as guilty of moit deteftable herelies, and as an obftinate im- 
penitent finner, refufing penitently to return to the lap and 
unity of the holy mother church, and that thou haft been 
and art by law excommunicate, and do pronounce and declare 
thee to be an excommunicate perfon. And alfo we pronounce 
and declare thee, being an heretic, to be caft out from the 
church, and left unto the judgment of the fecular power, and 
now prefently do leave fates as an obftinate heretic, and a 
perfon wrapped in the fentence of the great curfe, to be 
degraded worthily for thy demerits (requiring them notwith- 
ftanding, in the bowels of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that this 
execution and punifhment worthily to be done upon thee, 
may be fo moderated that the rigour thereof be not too ex« — 
treme, nor yet the gentlenefs too much mitigated, but that 
it may be to the falvation of thy foul, to the extirpation, 
terror, and. converfion of all heretics to the unity of the 
Catholic faith) by this our fentence definitive which we here 
lay upon and againft thee, and do with forrow of heart pro- 
mulgate in this form aforefaid. 
‘his foregoing form. being ufed in the condemnation of 
all the - of the Englilh martyrs, it aced not be again 
Fepeated, 
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After this fentence was read, the chancellor fent Mr. 
Rogers to the Clink prifon, there to remain till night, and 
when it was dark, they carried him with bills and weapons 


jn abundance, out of the Clink, and led him through the 


bifhop of Winchefter’s houfe, and St. Mary Overy’s church- 
yard, and fo into Southwark, and over the bridge in procef- 
fion to Newgate through the City. 

After that Mr. Rogets had been long and ftrajtly impyj- 


_foned, and lodged in Newgate among thieves, often exa- 


mined, and very uncharitably treated, and at length unjuftly 
and moft cruelly condemned by Stephen Gardiner, bifhop 
of Winchetter, the fourth of February, in the year of our — 


Lord 1555, being Monday in the morning, he was fud=_ 


derily warned by the keeper of Newgate’s wife, to prepare 


_himfelf for the fire; who being then found afleep could fcarce 


be awaked. At length being raifed and awaked, and bid to 


‘make hafte; then, faid he, if it be fo, I need not tie my 


points. And fq was had down, firft to bifhop Bonner to be 


degraded; which being, done, he craved of Bonner but one 


petition. What is that faid Bonner? Mr. Rogers replied, 


‘that he might fpeak a few words to his wife before his burn- 


ing. But the bifhop would not grant his requeft. 

Now when the time came, ‘that he being delivered to the 
fheriffs fhould be brought out of Newgate to Smithfield, the 
place of his execution, Mr. Woodroofe, one of the aforefaid 


theriffs, firft came to Mr. Rogers, and afked him, if he 
‘would ‘revoke his abominable doétrine, and his evil opi-— 
~ nion of the facrament of the altar. 


Mr., Rogers anfwered, 
that which I have preached I will feal with my blood. ‘Fhen 


Mr. Woodroofe faid, thou art an heretic.. That fhall be 


known, itt ¢ Rogers, at the day of judgment. Well, 
faid Mr. Woodroofe, I will never pray for thee. But I will 
pray for you, faid Mr. Rogers; and fo was brought tlic 


_ fame day, which was Monday the fourth of February, by — 
the fherifts towards Smithfield, faying the pfalm Miuferere by 


the way, all the people wonderfully rejoicing at his con- 


_ ftancy, with great praifes and thanks to God for the fame. 
_ And there, in the prefence of Mr. Rochefter, comptroller of 


the queen’s houfhold, Sir Richard Southwell, both the fhe- 


_ riffs, and a great number of people, he was burnt to afhes, 


wafhing his hands in the flame as he was burning. A little 


_ before his burning, his pardon was brought,-if he would 
have ‘secanted, but he utterly refufed it. He was the firft 
martyr of all the blefled company that fuffered in “queen ee 


Mary’s time, that gave the firft adventure upon the fire. 
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His wife and children, being eleven in number, ten able to, 
go, and one fucking at her breaft, met him by the way as. 
he went towards Smithfield. ‘This forrowful fight of his own 

fieth and blood could nothing moye him, but that he con-. 

{tantly and chearfully took his death with wonderful pati- 

ence, in the defence and quarrel of the gofpel of Chritft. 


(To be continued.) 


EXTRACT FROM BISHOP NEWTON’S DISSERTATIONS ON 
THE PROPHECIES CONCERNING EGYPT, page 387, 4th 
Edit. 8vo. 


Concluded from page 62, 


‘ 


(The learned references are omitted.) 

AF TER the Macedonians Egypt fell under the domi- 
nion of the Romans. ‘The Romans had either by virtue of 
treaties er by force of arms obtained great authority there, 

and were in a manner arbiters of the kingdom before, but after 

the death of Cleopatra, Oétavius Cafar reduced it into the 
form of a Roman province, and appointed Cornelius Gallus, the. 
friend of Virgil, to whom the tenth eclogue is infcribed, the 

firft prefect or governor: and fo it continued to be governed 

by a prefect or viceroy fent from Rome, or from Conftan- 
tinople, when after the divifion of the Roman empire it fell — 
to the fhare of. the eaftern emperors. It was firft made a 
province of the Roman empire in the year 30 before Chait, 

and in this {tate it remained without much variation till the 

year 641 after Chrift, that is 670 years in the whole fromthe ~ 
rection of Auguftus Cafar to that of the emperor Heraclius. 

Then it was that the Saracens, in the reign of Omar theirs 

third emperor, and under the command of Amrou the fon 

of Aas, invaded and conquered Egypt, teok Mifrah (for- 
-merly Memphis, now Cairo) by ftorm, and alfa Alexandria, 
after they had befieged it fourteen months, and had loft 
twenty three thoufand men before it: and the reft of the 


kingdom foon followed the fortune of the aapital cities, and 
fubmitted to the conqueror. “There is one thing which was 
eftected partly in the wars of the Romans and partly by the 
Saracens, and which no lover of learning can pafS overs 
without lamentation; and that is the deftruction of the librazy 
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at Alexandria. This famous library was founded by the 
firft Ptolemies, and was fo much enlarged and improved by 


“their fucceffors, that it amounted to the number of feven 


hundred thoufand volumes. It conftfted of two parts, one — 
in that quarter of the city called Bruchion, containing four © 


hundred thoufand volumes, and the other within the Sera- 


eum, containing three hundred thoufand volumes, It hap- 
pened that while Julius Cefar was making war upon the 
inhabitants of Alexandria, the library in Bruchion, together 


with other buildings, was burnt, and the four hundred theu- 


fand volumes which were kept therein, were all confumed. 


But this lofs was in fome meafure repaired by the Perga- 
mean library, confifting of two hundred thoufand volumes, 
which Anthony prefented to Cleopatra, and by the addition 


of other books afterwards, fo that this latter library was reck- 
oned as numerous and as famous as the other ever was: and 


it came to the fame fatal end, this being alfo deftroyed by fire. 
For John the Grammarian, a famous philofopher of Alexan- 
dria, being in great favour with Amrou the Saracen general, 


~ afked of him the royal library. Amrou replied, that it was 
not in his power to give it him, without leave firft obtained 
from the emperor of the faithful. Amrou, therefore, wrote 


to Omar, and acquainted him with John’s petition, to which 


the caliph returned this anfwer ; that if what was contained 


gn thofe books was agreeable to the book of (sod, or the 


’ Koran, the Koran was fufficient without them; but if it 


‘was repugnant to the Koran, it was no ways ufeful; and 


therefore commanded them to be deftroyed. Amrou in abedi- 


ence to the caliph’s commands, ordered them to be diftributed 


among tthe baths of the city, and to be. burnt in warming 


«them, whereof there were no fewer at that time in Alexan- 


dria than four thoufand: and yet there paffed fix months 


before the books were all confumed; which fufficiently evinces 


how great their number was, and what an ineftimable lofs 


“not only Egypt, but all the learned world hath fuftained. 
Egypt before this was hn by learned foreigners for 
“the fake of this library, an 


produced feveral learned natives ; 


but after this jt became more and more a dafe kingdom, and 
‘funk into greater ignorance and fuperftition. Mohammedifm 
‘was now eftablifhed there inftead of Chriftianity, and the 


‘the year of Chrift 1250, 


government of the Caliphs and Sultans continued till about 


About that time it was that the Mamalucs ufurped the 


‘royal authority. The word in ‘general fignifies a flave 


“bought with money, but is appropriated in particular to thofe 
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T and Circaffiat flaves, whom the Sultans of Egypt 


bought very young, trained up in military exercifes, and fo 


made them their choiceft officers and foldiers, and by thena 


controlled their fubjects,.and fubdued their enemies. Thele 
flaves perceiving how neceflary and ufeful they were, grew 
at length infolent and audacious, flew their fovereigns, and 
‘ufurped the government to themfelves. is commanly 
faid, that none but the fons of Chriftians were taken anto 
- this order; and there are other popular miftakes about them, 
which afe current among’ European authors, and which Sir 
William Temple, among others, hath adopted and exprefied, 
as he doth every thing, in a lively and clegant manner, 
*‘ The fons of ‘the deceafed Sultans enjoyed the eftates and 
“riches left by their fathers, but by the conititutions of the 
* povernment no fon of a Sultan was ever either to fuc- 
® ceed, or even to be elected Sultan: fo that an this, con- 
trary to all others ever known in the world, to be born of 
4 pringe, was a certain and unalterable exclulion fram the 
*‘ kingdom ; and none was ever to be chofen Sultan, that 
«‘ had not been aétually fold for a flave, brought from Cir 
<< caffia, and trained up a private foldier in the Mamaluc 
“bands.” But they who are better verfed an oriental qu- 
thors, affure us that thefe are vulgar errors: and it appears 
rom the Arabian hiftorians, that among the. Mamalucs the 
fon often fucceeded the father in the kingdom, ‘Their go- 
veroment ts thus characterized by an Arabic author quoted 
by Dr. Pocock ; ‘ If you confider the whele time that they 
§ poflefled-the kingdom, efpecially that which was nearer the 
¢ end, you will find it filled with wars, battles, injuries and 
© rapines.’ Thejr government began with Sultan in 
the 648th year of the Hegira and the year of Chrift 1250; 
and continued through a feries of 24 Tutkith and 23 Cire 
caffan Mamaluc Sultans, 275 Arabic and 367 Julian ; 
_ and ended with Tumanbai in the 923d year of the 
and the year of Chrift 1517. 


For at that time, Selim, the ninth emperor of the Turks, 


conquered the Mamalucs, hanged their laft Sultan Tuman- 


bai before one of the gates of Cairo, put an end to their 
government; caufed five hundred of the chiefeft Egyptian 
families to be tranfported to Conftantinople, as likewife a 
_ great number of Mamalucs wives and children, befides the 

Sultan’s treafure and other immenfe riches; and annexed 
Egypt to the Othman empire, whereof it hath centinued 
province from that day to this. It-is governed bya 
ith Batha, with twenty four or prinees under him, whe 


arc 


{ 


Turk! 


- 


i 
| 
4 
4 
ia 
A 
by 
¥ 
| 
f 
7 
‘a 
| 
> 
‘By 
‘ 


SERMONS AND 


are advanced from fervitude to the adminiftration of public 
_ affairs; a fuperftitious notion poffeffing the Egyptians, that 
it is decreed by fate, that captives fhall reign, and the natives 
be fubje& to them. But it is not mgd a fuperftitious 
notion, but a- notion in all probability at firft derived 
fome tradition of thefe prophecies, that Egypt fhould be a hafe 
kingdom, that there fhould be no more a prince of the land of 
Egypt, and that Ham in his pofterity fhould be a fervant of 
unto his brethren. © 
f} By this deduction it appears, that the truth of Ezekiel’s 
»  prediétion is fully attefted by the whole feries of the hiftory 
1 of Egypt from that time to the prefent. And-who could 
- pretend to fay upon human conjecture, that fo great a king- © 
dom, fo rich and fertile a country, fhould ever afterwards 
become tributary and fubject to ftrangers ? It is now a great 
deal above two thoufand years, fince this prophecy was firft 
delivered; and what likelihood or appearance was there, 
that the Egyptians fhould for fo many ages bow under a 
foreign yoke, and never in all that time be able to recover _ 
their liberties, and have a prince of their own to reign over 
them? But as is the prophecy, fo is the event. F or not 
long afterwards Egypt was conquered by the Babylonians, 
and after the Babylonians by the Perfians; and after the 
Perfians it became fubjed to the Macedonians, and after the 
‘Macedonians to ‘and after’ the Romans to the 
Saracens, and then to the Mamalucs, and is now a province 
the Turkifh empire. | 
_ Thus we fee how Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre and Egypt, 
the great adverfaries and oppreflars of the Jews, have been 
vifited by divine vengeance for their enmisy and cruelty to 
the people of God. Not that we mutt think God fo partial 
as to punifh thefe nations only for the fake of the Jews ; 
_ they were guilty of.other flagrant fins, for which the pro- 
_ phets denounced the divine 9 ieente upon them. Egypt in 
particular was fo feverely threatened by the prophet Ezekiel, 
« (chap, - xxix. xxx. xxxi, xxxii.) for her idolatry, her pride, 
and her wickednefs. And the Egyptians have generally 
_~ beén more wretched, as they have generally been more 
_. wicked, than other nations. Ancient authors defcribe them 
_ every where as fuperftitious and luxurious, as an unwarlike 
and unferviceable people, as a faithlefs and fallacious natian, 
ulways meaning one thing and pfetending another, as lovers — 
ef wine and ftrong drink, as cruel in their anger, as thieves 
and. tolerating all kinds of theft, as patient of tortures, and © 
~ though put to the rack, yet choofing rather to die than to 
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confefs the truth. Modern authors paint them {till in blacker 
- colours.. The famous Thevenot is very ftrong and fevere; 
“<The people of Egypt (generally fpeaking) are all {warthy, 
“exceeding wicked, great rogues, cowardly, lazy, hypo- 
.“ erites, buggerers, robbers, treacherous, fo very greedy of 
“ money, that they will kill a man for a maidin or three 
“ halfpence.’? Bifhop Pocock’s character of them is not 
‘much more favourable, though not fo harfh and opprobrious ; 
“ The natives of Egypt are now a flothful people and delight 
“in fitting ftill, hearing tales, and indeed feem always to 
“ have been more fit for the quiet life, than for any aétive 
“ fcenes.—-They are alfo malicious and envious’ to a great. 
“ decree, which keeps them from uniting and fetting up for 
“ themfelves ; and though they are very ignorant, yet the 
“ have a natural cunning and artifice as well as lfehood, 
“ and this makes them always fufpicious of travellers.—The 
“ love of money is fo rooted in them, that nothing is to be 
“ done without bribery.— They think the greateft villainies 
“ are expiated, when once they wafh their hands and feet.— 
_« Their words pafs for nothing, either in relations, promifes, 
‘<< or profeffions of friendfhip, &c.’’ Such men are evidently 
born not to command, but to ferve and obey. They are 
altogether unworthy of liberty. Slavefy is the fitteft for them, 
as they are fitteft for flavery. It is an excellent political 
aphorifm of the wifeft of kings, and all hiftory will bear wit- 
nefs to the truth of it, that (Prov. xiv. 34.) “ righteoufnefs 
“exalteth a nation, but fin is a reproach and ruin to any 
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To the Editor of the General Baptifi Magazine. 


SIR, 


> 
i” 
4 
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As ou have admitted two letters: in your Magazine re- 
/ foeBting the conduct of miftreffes, and whe more 
advice to the fame, it appears to me but reafonable that you 
fhould now admit one on the conduct of fervants, and that 
- you, or fome of your correfpondents, would alfo be at the 
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/ trouble of felecting a few thoughts a$ advice, and commus — 


gpicate the fame through your inftructive mifcellany, for lam 


fearful that the refraftory feeds of difcontent fhould grow too 
Annxuriant: in the fertile foil of Sophron and J. T. not that I 
would difclaim againit, or undervalue what they have wrote; 
ne, they deferve my thanks for the general’ contents of their — 
letters, and I hope I fhall ever remember the whelfome ad- 
vice they have given to’ me, as a miftrefs, and retain thofe 
fentiments of affectionate regard for the welfare of fervants, — 
both temporai.and fpiritual, which they have fo ably enforced. 
_ But leftfervants fhould mifconftrue what they have wrete, and 
think that you countenance them in oppofition to the interefts — 
of their miftrefles, and give encouragement to difaffection | 
and difcontent, to remedy this, and to have their duty briefly 
_ delineated, is the reafon why I fend you an account of their 
~mifeonducé for animadverfion. Being naturally prone to have 
an high opinion of felf, I acquit myfelf of the charge of D. D.’s 
complaint,.and if I do not come under the character defcribed 
by M. M. it may be owing to an eafy temper, with a difpofition | 
averfe to noife, and confequently no merit in me. Whether 
the fictitious names of D. D. and M. M. be the real figna- 
tures of fervants, is unknown to me, nor is it of much con- 
_fequence to know, except to diftinguifh between real and 
 fuppofed 
inclination to difpute what they have aflerted, it being my 
bufinefs at this time to record fatts. ‘Therefore ftripping © 
their complaints of all imaginary fuppofitions, I am ready to 
_acknowledge them as real, and to deem all miftrefles (myfelf — 
not excepted) as culpable, who are found fo to act. It is, 
however, a fact of the greateft notoriety, that though fome 
miftrefles may difplay their ignorance and inhumanity, by 
their continual noife and clamour, fcarce ever fatisfied, and 
as feldom pleafed; there are others that: att’a different part, 
converfing with their fervants with, ntildnefs, admonifhing 
and correcting them with becoming fobriety, as one that 
muft give an account. And for fervants who profefs to be 
believers in Jefus Chrift, to be told to do a reafonable action 
_gught to fuffice, and without hefitation they ought to obey; 

but inftead of this, fome have at times treatéd the le 
with contempt, vauntingly boafting of their indifference, and 
glorying inv their carclefS demeanor, exclaiming to the reit of | 
thew companions, “ I don’t mind, my méftrefs will not {cold ; 


“fhe is too eafy and good natured for that.” Thus making 
her miftrefs’s mild condu& a plea for her own untaward 


grievances. I have, however, neither right nor ~ 
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on a meflage, as an excufe for their ftaying to hear the news . 
of the town, although previoufly folicited to make a fpeedy 
return; and they have gone to fuch lengths as to caufe fome , 
to fay they thought their miftreffes had but little for them ta . 
do at home: nor does it unfrequently happen for them. to. 
{tay after preaching on a Lord’s day, paft all. reafonable . 
bounds. I well know, Sir, that it becomes not a miftrefs . 
to be feverely ftrict in this matter, yet it would be much. 
better if they would afk leave when they wifh to go to fee 
their neighbours or friends ; I, for my part, had rather give 
them liberty to go oftener, and ftay longer than was reafon- 
able, than have them thus to ftay when defired to make 
hafte. I have known when fome have-been told what they 
muft.do, they have made fo many words about it, that a 
debate would afluredly run ae high, if not prevented 
by the miftrefs’s dropping it for the fake of peace and quiet- 
nefs. Thofe, Sir, that are not af a docile difpofition will 
feldom read, though they be repeatedly urged to it, except 
indeed, there be fomething fimilar to D. D.’s of M. M.’s 
complaint to attract their attention; but I forbear to enu+ 
merate, and am forry they have given me occafion, thus to . 
write; for, I affure you, it is not an invidious actack on, 
their conduct, but truth, which I have fent you. Yet, I 
hope, when they are informed of their error, through fo re« 
fpectable a channel as your Magazine, they will refrain from ” 
the above practices, as well as every other which is incon- 
fiftent with the ftrict rule of equity; thus reducing their 
knowledge into practice, will, in a great meafure, prevent, 
that wrangling and noife, which too often rears it’s hydra 
head, to the great detriment of peace and religion, At leaft, 
it will effectually attach the odjum on the oppofite party. 
It is not, Sir, in the ‘power of all miftrefles to deck them- 
-felves in “ gay habiliments,” nor to live in an “ elegant — 
“ manfion.” ‘There are fome who have fcarce any thing 
more than their fervants have. It therefore behoves fuch in 
particular, as well as others in general, to be diligent in 
bufinefs, that they may not, by their negligence, bring a 
fcandal on religion, and infolvency on their family. ‘This 
makes it abfolutely neceflary to mind that their fervants do 
not fquander their time away in an idle and trifling man- 
ner; and if they do but keep fervent in fpirit, they are 
never likely to make flaves of them: it is my ardent prayer, 
Sir, that both miftreffes and feryants may, through the means 
of ‘your work, become better Chriftians, and confequentl y 
better miftrefles and better fervants, and that all may reccive 
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confiderable inftruction, be abundantly edified, their faith 
ftrengthened, and their love encreafed. I hope, Mr. Editor, | 
you will make the common allowances for my fex, and ex- 

cufe my incoherent fcraw], and if, with correction, it is not 
deferving of a corner in your mifcellany, be fo obliging as to 
bury it in the back grounds of oblivion, which will be no 
difgrace to the writer, as, with refpect to knowledge and 
rae qualifications, I may with propriety fubfcribe my- 

Your’s, inmy A. B.C, 


LETTER II. 


Lo the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


_ THE means of reviving religion cannot be too ferioufly 
ftudied, nor too diligently ufed. But it is of great importance © 
to remember, that the means are in a great meafure, if not 
- entirely to be collected from the fcriptures; which are, as 
_ they always have been, and ever will be, “ profitable for 
dottrine, for reproof, for correction, for inftruction in 
“ righteoufnefs: that the man of God may be perfect, tho- 
roughly furnifhed unto all good works.” 
_ Chriftianity is an old religion, and always the fame; be- 
- caufe the perfections of God, the work of Chrift, the way of 
' falvation, and the nature of genuine holinefs, can never be 
altered. Hence the means by which true Chriftianity was 
formerly propagated and advanced, will, undoubtedly, at this 
day, and in every future age, be, as they have ever been, 
- fuccefsful. Do we then enquire what we fhall do, that, 
under the bleffing of God, we may advance the religion of 
efus Chrift, the general anfwer to this moft important en- 
 guiry, as well as to many others, is, “ ftand in the ways and 
“ fee, and afk for the old paths, where is the good way and 
*© walk therein, and ye fhall find reft for your fouls.” May 
every minifter, every church, and every individual follower 
of Chrift, keep this hint in continual remembrance. 

In full conviction of what is here obferved, I ventured in 
my laft, to mention two paflages of fcripture, one for the 
‘confideration of minifters; the other for the confideration of 
“their people, As golpel minifters are made, under their peo 
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Lord and Head, the guides of the people, and as they are — 
expected to go before them in all things which tend to their 
- everlafting welfare, it may be proper, in the firft place, to 
remind minifters of their duty and intereft; which, alas! we 
who bear that facred character, are frequently too apt to fore 
get. If, as inftruments in the Lord’s hand, we ate happy. 
enough to ‘ fave ourfelves and them that hear us,” the 
work of the Lord will certainly go on and profper; and 
what can we defire more? Ee 
text mentioned for the confideration of minifters, 
1 Tim. iv. 16, requires that they “ take heed to themfelves, © 
“and to their doctrine.’’ Allow me then, Sir, to recom 
mend it to minifters who wifh to fave themfelves, and thofe 
who hear them, and thus to promote true religion, that they 
I. “ Take heed to themfelves.” On this much depends, 
and without it, very little that is truly good can be expected. 
_ Tt is fuppofed that minifters are truly converted before they 
undertake this awful work. For how fhould any man labour | 
_ with diligence, or with fuccefs, in the work of converting 
- finners, a work to which minifters are more efpecially and 
more immediately called, unlefs they underftand it themfelves ? 
Converfion cannot be underftood but by experience. A 
minifter, therefore, who does not experience it, does not 
underftand it ; and confequently cannot advantageoufly preach 
it. Such minifters are in a dreadful condition, ‘Their cafe 
indeed requires commiferation ; and thofe who encourage them 
in the work of the minittry do certainly expofe themfelves to 
great and heavy condemnation. We, therefore, at prefent, 
take the converfion of minifters for granted; at leaft, fo far. 
as the General Baptift Magazine is perufed. | ape Oy 
_ Let minifters take heed to themfelves, that their hearts be 
kept truly alive to God. ‘That they be daily living by the 
faith which “ worketh by love;” that they conftantly liye 
upon the divine promifes, that they daily “love the Lord — 
“¢ Jefus Chrift in ea :” that they abide in him, and walk: 
in him, and that they be daily remembering his love to them, 
and their obligations to PF ARR their powers and capa« 
cities to his honour and glory. Let them continually habi- 
tuate themfelves to diligence and felf-denial, and to exercife 
themfelves in every branch of true godlinefs; avoiding the 
love of this prefent world, the love of money particularly, 
and continually growing in the fpirit and image of Chrift, 
“‘ prowing up into him, who is the head, in all things.’? 
Thus they will not only find their work their pleafure, bute: 
Shey will be more favoury and fpiritual in it, and may rea- _ 
fonably 
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 Fenabl hope for his prefence and bleffling to attend them in 


it, and that all their labours, thiis attended to in the name 
and {pirit of Chrift, will be accompanied with divine fuccefs. 
‘Let minifters take heed to be conftant and fervent in all 
the means of grace. They recommend this to others, and 
they muft themfelves be examples of it. They will find it 
neceflary and highly beneficial to themfelves as Chriftians, 
and as minifters. The careful reading of that book in which 


is all their fpiritual treafure, and from which they derive all © 
their inftru€tions, muft be their daily practice. muft 


meditate upon the contents of it, and digeft and reduce to 
practical purpofes the facts, the doctrines and the directions 


before us in it, with unremitting affiduity, ‘Minifters, 


above all men, have need to be men of prayer; not only as 


examples to others, but in order that they themfelves may 


receive a great “ fupply of the fpirit of Jefus Chrift.” They 
of all men ftand in the greateft need of his fpirit, to preferve | 


their minds from error, to direét, affift, and fucceed them in 
_ their arduous labours; and to. give them firmnefs of mind, _ 


and pleafure, and animation, in all the various duties and 


difficulties of their facred and all-impor tant function. 


Let them likewife take heed to their whole behaviour, 


both in the church and in the world. Many eyes are upon 


them ; and more is expected from them than from the reft of 
mankind. ‘They, above all men, fhould be “ holy, harmlefs, 
“ undefiled, and feparate from finners.”” On their own ac- 
count, and on the account of others, they have great nced 
to “ live as feeing him that is invifible.” They are juftly 
expected to carry {piritual treafure about with them, and to 
diftribute it freely wherever they go. At leaft, to watch 
opportunities for diftributing, and to be ready to do-it on 
all preper occafions. Nor is it enough to talk of Chrift and 
fpiritual fubjects. Their converfation muft be feconded by 
a uniform behaviour. ‘They mutt fill every relation in which — 
they ftand, and pérform all the duties of it, with fuch fim- | 
piicity and godly fincerity, with fuch diligence and perfever- 


ance, that they may be “ examples of the believers, in word, 
_ “in converfation, in charity in fpirit, in faith, in purity.” 


So that “ no man may defpife them.” In thefe, and in all 


_ other refpects, every minifter who wifhes to be ufeful in 


advancing pure arid undefiled religion, muft take heed to 
himfelf. But minifters muft, alfo, 
- II, “ Take heed to their doétrine.” ‘The word tranflated 


_ doétrine, not only fignifies the doctrine taught, but the whole 


work of teaching. So it is elfewhere to be underftood, 
7 particularly 
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particularly in the 13th verte. before the text pow in hand, | 


and in Rom. xii. 7. Thus the advice may be confidered 
with refpeét both to the matter taught, and the manner of 
teaching. Undoubtedly the former is, by far, of the greateit 
neceflity ; but the latter ought, by no means to be neglected. 
It is then of the firft importance, in teaching mankind, that 
we take heed to the matter of our teaching, or what we teach 
them. 

Let what we teach be always immediately derived from 
the fcriptures of infallible and everlafting truth. “ If an 
“man fpeak, let him fpeak as the oracles of God,” is a 
direction never to be forgotten. It is abfurd to fuppofe that 
the Divine Being will ever give his bleffing to accompany 
‘that which is not dérived from his own word; efpecially 
when we are profeffedly teaching men his will, and pretend- 
‘ing to do it by his authority. ‘* Thou fhalt {peak my words 
“to the people, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear,” is a charge that ought to lie, with all it’s 


folemn weight, upon the heart of every minifter who deftres _ 


to be truly ufeful to the fouls of men. Let fuch a minifter 
take care to avoid temporifing in divine things, or palhating 
the fins of men. Let him beware of the errors of the day. 
Let him not fpend his time in talking of the opinions or fen- 


timents of any, whether of himfelf or of others. Let him 


faithfully declare what God has aflerted and what God has 
enicinal in his word, and leave it, before God, on the con- 
{ciences of thofe who hear him. | 


It is, however, neceflary to be further obferved, that fome — 


f{ubjects are more evidently defigned for the converfion of 
finners, and more direétly adapted to that -purpofe, than 
others are. Let thefe be moft frequently the fubjects of our 
miniftry. Your readers will naturally expeét that I here 
jnention the purity of the divine law, the revolted, polluted, 


guilty, and helplefs condition of every fon and daughter of | 


man.— The total infufficiency of our own righteoufnef$ to 
recommend us to God,—the divinity and atonement of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift,—the freenefs of falvation, by Chrift, to 
every foul of man,—and the certainty of it to every truly 
penitent believer. Let us at the fame time, frequently, and 
with the utmoft folemnity, infift on that regeneration with- 


out which none can * fee the kingdom of heaven;’ and — 


that “ holinefs without which no man can fee the Lord,’ to 
his everlafting comfort. 
| am fully fatisfied that thofe minifters who are fervent 
and faithful on thefe fubjects ever have found,. and ever 


will 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
will firid; in'fome good degree, that the pleafure of the Lord 
_ profpers in their hands. But I muft.for the prefent ftop. 
Your’s,. 
EPSILON. | 


‘REMARKS ON INFIDEL WRITERS, AND INFI- 
LETTER I. 
To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 
SIR, 


ET appears to be a fact which can fearcely be queftioned, 
that either the number of avowed unbelievers rapidly in- 
creafes : or, that many who were before fecretly fuch, have, 
from certain events which have recently taken place, affumed 
the courage to avow, more openly, their infidelity. The 

advocates of infidelity too, as they fee their number increafe, 
and their labours more fuccefsful, aflume.a more bold and © 
_ eonfident tone, and promife themfelves the pleafure of be- 
holding /fuperftition (for fo they are pleafed to denominate 
Chrifitanity) wniverfally difcarded. It is not unlikely but 
that they will go on to increafe, and that the divine origin of 
Chrifiianity will be the great point around which the friends 
of truth muft rally. The afpec prefented by thefe circum- © 
ftances, will appear intimidating to thofe only, who have 
fkudied the evidences of our holy religion fuperficially, or 
have not ftwdied:- them at The well-informed anddeeply 
—eonvinced Chriftian, will behold the gathering ftorm, not | 
_@nly without difmay, but with the undifturbed ferenity of 
eonfcious fafety, arifing from a firm perfuafion that the cita- 
_ del of his retreat is founded on a rock. His fympathetic 
_ feelings and benevolent exertions will, however, be called’ 
forth for thofe who had not anticipated, and were wnpre- 
ag for fuch anevent; and who are likely to be toffed about 
y it. with variety of iffue. ‘ Many fhall be purified, and 
“ made white, and tried; but the wicked fhall do wickedly.” 
_ ‘Fhefe doughty champions of religious fcepticifm, would 
us. that they are actyated: by a regard to the 
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CORRESPONDENCES 
of God, and pity for the credulity of mankind ;—that they. 


are our trueft friends, and aim to deliver us from the trame 


mels of a debafing fuperftition, and to reinftate reafon on it’s 


legitimate throne. What degree of credit is due to fuck 
pretenfions, whether they be fictitious or real, I fhall nog 
here ftay to determine: it is beft known to the Searcher of 


hearts. If their profeffions be fincere, their views feem 
ftrangely diftorted, their object injudicioufly chofen, and 


their expectations too fanguine. It is more than doybtful,. 


whether thofe who become their profelytes, gain any advan- 
tage by the change. It 1s true, they who have but a fli 
~ conviction of the truth of Chriftianity, whether that .convac- 
tion (if it deferve to be fo called) be grounded on tradition. 
only, or be the refult of hafty and imperfect enquiry, cannet 
commit evil without reftraint, and without feeling that un- 
eafinefs and remorfe which fuch a conviction may produce ; 
fuch may, by the fophiftical arguments or idle cavils of unbe- 
lievers, have their former impreflions erafed, and be enabled 
to fin with lefs interruption from confcience; but, swhether 
this be an advantage or not, deferves to be moft ferioufl 

confidered. If Chriftianity bea fyftem emanating from God, 
and founded on folid, unexceptionable evidence, which ap« 
pears to me fufficiently clear, fuch a change can ferve only 


to lead them to accumulate guilt on guilt; render their reco- 


very the more impracticable, and their final account the more 
jnexpreflibly dreadful. | | 


In thefe circumftances, what part better becomes the Seri- 
gus enquirer, than duly to confider the arguments in favour 


of Chriftianity, as well as thofe which are produced with a 
view to fubvert it; and not to let the love of novelty, the — 


impulfes of paffion, or fear of ridicule, bias his judgment ? 
This feems an indifpenfable duty. It is not a queftion of 
 tafte, of idle curiofity, or of mere fpeculation ; our deareft 
 interefts, our moft exquifite enjoyments, our moft delightful 


_profpects, and our everlafting deftiny are involved init. If 
Chriftianity be true—recommended to us by fuffictently obe — 


vious and forcible evidence, and time and opportunity he 
_ given us toenable us to perceive it, and. we ultimately decide 
againt{t it, our lofs will be incalculable and remedilefs: while, 
on the ‘other hand, if we receive it as true, from a pereeps 

tion of it’s evidence, and continue under it’s practical influs 
ence, our gain will be immenfe. If any queftion ever zee 
quired difpaffionate, impartial, and diligent confideration, 'this 
above all others does; becaufe for magnitude and intereft, ic 


i paramount to all others ; and none can kear a moment’s 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


comparifon with it. Let not then the blandifhments of wit 
and learning, the contemptuous {neer, the triumphant airs, 


mor the confident affertions of mifguided fceptics, beguile us 
of the privilege which the Author of our being has given us, 


of examining for ourfelves, nor feduce us from that duty we 
owe to ourfelves and to truth. | A 
Equally incumbent is it alfo on the Chriffian, caretully to 
weigh that evidence on which bis belief refts; as he. will 
thereby not only be more folidly fettled on what appears to 
him to be truth, and experience more of it’s holy and happy 


influence, but he will ftand unmoved in the “ evil day” 


inft every attack, and be able to encounter the enemies 
of his falvation in the fair field of argument. He will oppofe 
reafon to ridicule—folution to objection—and found argu- 
ment to flimfy fophiftry. Does it become the Chriftian to re- 
the palm without a ftruggle? This would be difho- 
nourable. Let us bring forth our arguments, and ftate them 
as fairly and as forcibly as we can, and when our opponents 
have produced: greater and refuted ours, then, and not till 


then; will it be time to retreat. From free and fair difcuf- 


fions truth will be elicited; the friend of truth has therefore 
nothing to’fear. Truth, and truth only, fhould be the ob- 


ject of our refearches, and in proportion as we acquire it, 


we obtain the motives to godlinefs, and the means of happi- 
nefs. If deifts can overthrow revealed religion by wielding 
the {word of reafon only, let them. I am not difpofed to re- 
ceive that’as a religion from God, which is palpably repug- 
nant to reafon. God would no more be the author of an 


irrational fyftem of faith and practice, than he would impofe un- 


reafonable laws, or require unreafonable fervice. Chriftianit 

is worthy of regard only as it is a fyftem of revealed truth, 
adapted to the circumftances of mankind, and calculated to 
lead them to happinefs.. If it can be fhewn not to be fuch, 
I thall moft readily withdraw that reverence.and regard to it 
which I have hitherto efteemed it my intereft, my duty, and 
my higheft wifdom to pay. Of this, however, I utterly de- 
{fpair. The writers of the New Teftament declare truths 
which human reafon never did difcover, and, it is prefumed, | 
mever would; but that any of thofe doctrines which they 
have made known to us are irreconcilable with reafon, is 
what has never yet been proved, neither do I expedt it ever 


There does not appear to be the leaft caufe for the truly feri- 


_ ous Chriftian to be difmayed, or to enter on the enquiry with 


trepidation, as if the arguments for Chriftianity, that caute 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
which is moft dear to his foul, could not ftand the teft of 
impartial examination. It fhrinks from no fair trial. It has. 
hitherto ftood the fevereft fhocks, for a long fucceffion of 
ages. Like a ftatcly column it ftill ftands erect, and’ the 
rude blafts of unhallowed wit, ridicule, and fophiftry, have 
been utterly unable to hurl it from it’s foundation, or to mar 
it’s beauty. : They may have, indeed, abraded fome extra- 
neous matter, which the hand of time, and the over-offici- 
ous fondnefs of it’s injudicious friends had fuperadded to ‘it, 
and which formed a kind of incruftation round it, and ob- 
{cured it’s native brilliancy; but that has ferved only more fully » 
to difplay it’s genuine luftre. The objections that modern 
deifts are now fo adroitly and actively bandying about, are 
fuch only as have been repeatedly brought forward before, 

—” and as often fuccefsfully anfwered. “hey may prefent them — 
in a new form, decorate them with new colouring, and 
aliedee them with a higher tone of confidence, In other 
refoects they are {pecifically the fame. Inftead of making 
direct attacks on the main pillars. on which the fabric of the 
Chriftian fyftem ftands, or attempting to difcredit the main 
f2éts on which it’s credibility refts, they only carp and cavil, 
and attempt to turn into ridicule, fome particular paflages, 
which are of comparatively little importance to the main 
point. Such are the mightieft boafts of infidelity! — | 


am 
Your’s, &c. 


March 12, 1799. SOPHRON, 


DISINTERESTEDNESS, AN ANECDOTE. .. 


IN the laft war in Germany, a captain of cavalry was 
ordered out on a foraging party. -He put himfelf at the head 
‘of his troop, and marched to the quarter affigned him. It 
was a folitary valley, in which hardly any thing but woods 

_ could be feen. In the midft of it ftood a little cottage ; on 
perceiving it, he went up and knocked at the door; out 
comes an ancient Hernouten, with a beard filvered by age. | } 
“ Father,” fays the officer, “ fhew me a field where I can q 


“fet my troops a foraging.” “ Prefently,” replied the 
Hernouten. The good old man walked before, and con- _—s_ f 
ee i out of the os After a quarter of an hour’s ; 
Vole II, 4 


match, 
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march, they found a fine field of barley. “ There is the 
“< very thing we want,” fays the captain———“ Have pati- 
‘ ence for a few minutes,” replies his guide, “ you fhall be 
“ fatisfied.”” They went on, and at the diftance of about a 
quarter of a league farther, they arrived at another field of bar- 
ley. The troop immediately difmounted, cut down the 
erain, trufled it up, and remounted. ‘The officer, upon this, 
-fays to his conductor, “ Father, you have given yourfelf and 
- © us unneceflary trouble; the firft field was much better than 

 this.”’—-— Very true, Sir,” replied the good old man, 
but it was not mine.” 


«St. Pierre's Stud. of Nature, vol. 4. p. 8. 


On this Anecdote, the Chriftian reader is left to make his 
own reflections. ‘The following are the obfervations of the 
writer himfclf———“ This ftroke goes directly to the heart. 
J defy an atheift to produce me any thing once to be com. 
pared with it. It may be proper to obferve, that the Her- 
noutens are a fpecies of quakers, fcattered over fome can- 
tons of Germany. Certain theologians have maintained, that 
heretics were incapable of virtue, and that their good actions _ 
were utterly deftitute of merit. As I am no theologian, I | 
fhall not engage in this metaphyfical difcuffion, though I _ 
might oppofe to their opinion the fentiments of St. Peter, 
with refpect to pagans, what he faid to Cornelius, Acts x. 
34,35. ButI fhould be glad to know what thofe theolo- 
gians.think .of the charity of the good Samaritan, who was 
a {chifmatic? His action was free, and his charity {ponta- 
neous. Surely they will not venture to ftart objections 
again{t a decifion pronounced by Jefus Chrift himfelf. The 
fimplicity and depth of his divine refponfes, form an admir- 
able contraft with the difhonefty and {ubtilty of modern doce 
tars.” See Luke x. 35—37.- a 


ANECDOTE OF 

_ MR. R.—— at the age of fixty, laboured under many 
infirmities, and particularly the gout, but having a great 
opinion of milk diet, he took a firm refolution to take to it. 
_ He is now eighty, and ftill lives entirely upon milk, and 
divers puddings made of milk. The gout has quite left 
ry and he {carcely perceives any of the inconveniences of 
peers 

De Valangin on Diet, p. 93. 
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PHILOSOPHICAL EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DEe 
LINEATEDy, 3D EDIT. 7 VOLS. 12MO, 


Vol. I. p. 7. ON INSECTS, 


(Conti nued from page 75.) 


you give, we fhall make a philofopher of you. 

Chev. As I fhall have the honour of living with your 
-Lordfhip for a confiderable time, I fhall grow rich at your 
expence. If you will excufe my freedom, I fhall afk you 
a hundred queftions every day. I intend every clafs of ani- 
mals fhall pafs in review before me. Every blade of grafs 
I meet with will give me room to break in upon you. In 
fhort, I fhall never let you reft in quiet till I have éxhaufted 
your whole ftock of knowledge. ae 
- Count. ‘Though my ftores are eafily drained, yet nature, 
Sir, is an inexhauftible fource—Do your beft; begin your 
attack as foon as you pleafe. We'll be upon our guard. _ 
Chev. Since your Lordfhip has obliged me with fo par- 
ticular a detail of their refplendent drefs, their warlike wea- 
pons, and the numerous implements of their refpective pro- — 
feffions, I muft beg the favour of feeing them in one of 
your microfcopes. According to your account, their attire 
4S as gay as ours, and their utenfils as artfully contrived as 
thofe of our beft mechanics. ly 

Count. Doubtlefs they are. But then we muft farther 
obferve, that our works, when fet in competition with thofe 
of nature, are-all inelegant and incomplete. Do but obferve | 
the head of a common fly in a magnifying glafs! * What a 
profufion of gold and pearl will you difcover there! What 
has been faid of the lilies of the field, may be jan afcribed 
to the /chneumon fly, and many others of a different {pecies. 
Solomen in all his A hil was not arrayed like one of thefe.—— 
But to return to what you have feen before. - If you remem, 
ber, I fhewed you in my microfcope fome time ago, the 
fting of a bee, and a fine needle glewed on a {mall piece of 
paper. Pray what obfervation did you then make with re- 
fpect to the iting ? | 


I PERCEIVE, my dear Chevalier, by the attention which 


Expl. lit, de fix jourse 
Cher. 
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exTRACTS FROM NATURE DELINEATED. 


Chev. It was polifhed in the moft beautiful manner from 
‘one end to the other, and the point was.imperceptible. —- 
-. Prior. There was fomething farther worthy of notice, 
which his Lordfhip forgot to mention at that time. Not far 
from the point there is a {mall orifice, through which the 
bee emits two-darts, which, though inexpreflibly fine, are 
very ftrong and pungent; infomuch, that what you faw, and 


_ what commonly Jaunches out from the body of the bee, is 


not properly fpeaking it’s ftimg ; but the cafe, or fheath in 
which it is enclofed—But pray, what appearance did the 
Chev. It feemed all unpolifhed and rugged, like a bag 
of iron out of a fmith’s forge. 
Prior. Your comparifon is juft; and it is the very fame, 
indeed, in every thing elfe. *In all human operations, you 
obferve nothing but wide gaps, and inequalities. The nar- 
row bounds of man’s abilities, the roughnefs of his tools, 
are vifible throughout the whole. Every thing appears as’ 
if it had been hacked with an ax, or laid on with a trowel. 
Every thing, in fhort, demonftrates the imperfection of the 


_artificer; whereas, on the contrary, the fmalleft works of the 


Creator are every way complete. ‘There is that freedom, 
that pliantnefs, thofe fecret {prings in their internal parts, the - 
ftructure, art, and correfpondence whereof are known by him, 
and him alone; and moreover, the moft beautiful ftrokes of 
the pencil, -all the pomp and grandeur, all the fymmetry and 


proportion, and, in fhort, all the graces in their external | 


form that can poffibly be imagined. ssl 
Chev. Iam fully determined to ftudy all the infects that 
I can poffibly meet with. I will be thoroughly acquainted | 
before [ have done with every fpecies. 
Prior. Give them no quarter; efpecially fuch as attract 
the eye by their lively colours. I pity every butterfly and 
every luminous animal that falls in your way. However, 
as the Chevalier, my Lord, is fo extremely fond of infects, 


it is no hard tafk to give him the fatisfaction he requires. 
Let us, therefore, amufe him with a particular detail of the 


various tranfmigrations through which they pafs, and their 


various fpecies. By that means he will be enabled to col- 


lect thofe which ftrike his fancy moft, to range them in their 


_ proper order, and be intimately acquainted with his whole 


retinuc, 


* Wilkin’s Relig. Natur, lib. i, 6. C 
Gunt. 
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EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DELINEATED; 


Count. - With all my heart.. We will. begin then with 
the origin, or firft ftate of infects; Each proceeds from an 
egg, in which the feed or firft nutriment is enclofeds» ‘This 


‘egg is the produét of a male and female. The latter makes — 


choice of fuch place to lay her eggs in; as appears to her 
moft commodious, and where fhe imagines there is .heat fuf- 
ficient to hatch them, and where her young, when they are 
releafed from their confinement, will find all convenient fub- 
fiftence in the places round about them. In fhort, infeéts, 


like all other animals, are firft produced by way of genera 
tion, and then come to maturity by gradual culture, which 


preferves the fpecies. 
Chev. Every infe&t then, I find, owes it’s being to a 
male and female. 
Count. ‘That is a truth confirmed by fo many natural- 


-ifts, that it is now become} a general rule. But what puts 


the queftion paft all difpute is, that thefe animalcula them- 
felves are either male or female, produce eggs, and lay the 
foundation of a numerous progeny. Can we imagine, that 


infants fhould be born by the way of generation, and that 


their parents fhould owe their exiftence to fome other ori- 

Chev. No, fure; it is a very improbable fuppofition. 
God created at firft one man and one woman, from whom 
all the race: of mankind are defcended. He created likewife 


one lion and one lionefs; from them all beafts of that deno-. 


mination proceeded ;. and it is equally evident that every in- 
fect in the fame manner has multiplied it’s fpecies. itt 
_ Prior. But how then fhall we reconcile this regular gene- 
ration of infects with the vulgar notion, that they derive 
their exiftence from corruption ? 
Chev. This, Sir, I muft confefs, to me feems a very 
juft objection; for it is plain, that all matter, when cor- 
rupted, produces worms. 
Count. Moft people fay fo; indeed: but do you imagine, 
Sir, that they underftand what they affert? Is not the cor- 
_ ruption of a body, the diffolution of it’s parts? Meat, 
drink, and wine itfelf, for inftance, will decay, when the 


air, efpecially in fummer, penetrating their pores on every | 


fide, difperfes their fineft particles, and leaves behind only 


fuch as are grofs, unwholefome, and difagreeable to the tafte. _ 


Is it to be fuppofed, that the internal part of a piece of meat, 
fo blown and changed, fhould become better qualified, all 
at once, for the conftruction of an organized body, that has 


eyes, 
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EXTRACTS FROM- NATURE DELINEATED. 


eyes, a heart, and entrails ; and, in fhort, every individual 
part that conftitutes a living creature? 
| Chev. How, my Lord! do you really think, that a worm, 
wr a caterpillar, is fo completely formed as you feem to 
intimate | 
Count. The moft minute worm, the leaft mite that is 
wifible in cheefe, or the fmalleft eel that {wims in vinegar,® 
shas all the parts above fpecified, is an animal that fees, turns 
afide when any thing obftructs it’s paflage, is in ¢onftant 
-purfuit after it’s proper food, eats and digefts; has all in 
aminiatyre, which we can boaft of in larger dimenfions ; and 
I would as foon affert, that rocks or woods engender ftags 
or. elephants, as that a piece of rotten cheefe produces mites. 
Elephants and ftags are born and live in woods, and mites 
an cheefe; the exiftence, however, of both is owing to the 
fame original. Our magnifying-glafles, and the anatomy of 
anfe&ts, have cleared this truth to a demonftration 5 and though 
their uniform and regular generation was a myftery in for- 


Prior... With your Lordfhip’s permiffion, I will convince 
the Chevalier by a few more folid and fubftantial arguments. 
‘The vulgar notion, that infects owe their being, to corrup- | 
tion, cafts a reflection on the great Author of sees and 1s 
a reproach and difhonour to human reafon. For, if we will 
‘but beftow the leaft ferious thought on thefe diminutive crea- 
tures, in. whofe ftructure fo much harmony and contrivance 
as confpicuous, who are fo plentifully provided with all 
things needful, and who perpetuate their fpecies in one form, 
awithout the leaft variation, we muft either acknowledge, that 
an Almighty. Power created them, or that they are the refult 
- of chance, and the fortuitous concourfe of fome humours 
which: have been altered and difplaced. Now it is abfurd, 
and ridiculous.to the laft- degree, to imagine, that chance | 
' acts; or to affirm, that fhe acts with any defign, regu- 
darity or :precattion. ‘Thus the fame All-wife Providence, 
that engages our admiration in the ftructure of a human body, 
is equally confpicuous in the compofition of an infect; and 
putrefaction is no more the parent of thefe antmalcula, than 
of larger animals, or of man himfelf. The next point we 
have to confider is, whether infects, wherever we meet with 
them, ‘are generated by virtue of a new and an extraordinary 
A&tgation, or from certain. feeds, which God from the begin- 


See the tables of. Leeuwenhoek under the-term .Animal- 
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EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DELINEATED. 


ning implanted in each f{pecies, and wherein he hath model- 
led, and defigned in miniature, the organs of future animals, 
which time is to unfold. This laft notion feems moft con 
formable to reafon and experience, to the omnipotence of the 
Supreme Being, and to the facred {criptures ; wherein we are 
told, that God from the beginning ordained that every plant 
fhould have feed in itfelf of it’s own likenefs, and that every 


‘fpecies. 


living creature fhould increafe and multiply according to it’s 


Chev. 1 begin to fee the force of your arguments: but — 


jt is no eafy matter to fhake off fo received~an opinion, as 
that of putrefaction being the parent of infects; fince we fee, 
by daily experience, that as foon as wood begins to grow, 
rotten, or meat to ftink and decay, that an infinite numb 
of living creatures are inftantly {warming about them.«— How 
do you account for their production ? Real hee 
ount. Nothing can be more natural. ‘They are engen 
dered in fuch corrupted matter; becaufe other infects 
been firft attracted to it by the fmell, and laid their eggs there. 
_ Chev. But then, my Lord, they muft be univerfaHy dif, 
perfed, and every place muft be full of them; for otherwife, 
a thoufand things would putrify without the vifible produc- 
tion of any worms. | 
Prior. ‘The Chevalier feems ftill to want further cone 
viction, becaufe he perceives numbers of worms whérever 


there is any putrefaction: this induces him to imagine, that — 


eggs are univerfally diftributed, and brought to maturity in 
thofe places only, where they meet with fuch juices as are 
moft fit to fwell, and nourifh the feed. urease 

Chew. I have heard his Lordthip fay, that the little feeds 
of plants are wafted up and down by the wind, and {cate 
_ tered all about; and that they begin to fhoot at laft, when 
they find juices proper for them. Why fhould not the fame 
argument hold good, with refpeét to the diftribution of in- 

— Count. Did not I tell you we fhould make a philofopher 
of you? Your father, and your tutor, at their return, will 
find you an adept in phyfics. I cannot fay but I am pleafed 


that you have {truck into fuch a way of thinking. Some — 


of the moderns, indeed, as well as many of the anciei 
maintained the fame notion. I would not advife you, how- 
ever, to lay too great a ftrefs upon it. For although the 
fuppofition may feem plaufible enough, yet I will foon con- 
vince you, that it is not altogether ju, ws 
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126 EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DELINEATED. 

- A plant is rooted in the earth, and cannot ftir to convey 
it’s feeds to any diftant place; for which reafon, nature has 
beftowed wings, as it were, upon them, in order to difperfe 
them. Some break their fhells with force and vigour, and 
fpread themfelves far and wide. Others are actually fup-— 
plied with wings, which tranfport them, by the aid and 


' affiftance of the wind, to very diftant parts; and others, 
befides this gift or convenience, are furnifhed with fmall 


hooks, that fix them to fome particular fpot, and enable them 
to withftand the wind. This is an evident difplay of the 
intention of the great Author of nature; and fo, likewife, 
it muft be acknowledged, is the wile diftribution of infeés’ 
eggs: but then the manner is quite different. Wherever 
you meet with any of the latter, you will find them either 
fattened with a kind of glew fo firmly, that it is impoffible 
to difplace them without breaking, or enclofed in little 
cells, or lodgments, all built in various forms, but.with fur- 
prizing art, and fecured with the utmoft circumfpeétion. 


_ From what’ has been offered we muft conclude, that nature 


never interided an univerfal diftribution of thofe eggs ; 

chofe rather to confine them to fome particular fpot. 
Chev. I ftand convicted. I freely renounce my com- 

Count. 1 have not as yet given you an adequate idea of 


but 


the difference which there is between the fituation of the 


feeds of plants, and that of the eggs of infects. The for- 
mer are wafted to and fro by every blaft of wind: from 
whence it is evident, that notwithftanding they ought to be 
difperfed, and fcattered up and down, they are not to take 
root in all places, but there only where they find fuch juices 
as are beft proportioned to the minutenefs of their pores. 
The cafe, however, is far otherwife, with regard to the 


‘eges of infects: nature has not furnifhed them with wings 


for their tranfportation from one place to another ; but their 
parents can fly where they pleafe, and range round the fields 
to find out fuch apartments as are moft commodious for them. 
‘Though infects, it is true, always {warm in a body, as foon 
as ever it begins to decay, yct we muft not infer from thence, 
that they are engendered by putrefaction, or that the eggs 
of fuch animals are every where difperfed; fince the only 
true reafon that can be affigned for it is, becaufe they have 
parents who are confcious that fuch bodies as are rotten and 


corrupted are preferable to any other for the fupport and 


maintenance of their.young. “The odour which exhales from 
thenee 
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thence to a great diftance, attra&ts> them ; nayy that odour 
was appointed by nature for ‘that very purpofe: and’in ge 
neral, the choice which the mother makes of ‘oné fituation — 
to depofit her eggs in, rather than any other-for the. fearing 
of her young, is as {trong an argument, as the very-organ+ 
ization of thofe young, to demonftrate, that it is:impoffible 
for putrefaction to .engender any being whatfoever; that 
nothing can. poffibly .be the refult of mere ‘chance butj.on 
the contrary, that all animals, of what nature or kind foevers ’ 

have their refpective places, functions, and: proper: food ais 

figned them by the all-wife direction of the Supreme Beings 
Prior. If chance is no ways concerned in the difpofition 
of thofe eggs, much lefs has fhe any fhare in their formation. 
_ Count. No-one thing in the whole creation is the refult 
of chance. ‘The motions, indeed, of minute ‘anirhals :feem 
capricious and accidental ; but they tend as truly to one 
certain end, as bodies of a larger extenfion. ‘The fubtilty 
which we fo much admire in a fox, for fecuring to himfelf 
a commodious: kennel; the care and pains obfervable in a 

bird for making herfelf an advantageous neft; the:very fame 
fagacity, ‘precaution, and induftry is confpicuous im a: fly’s 
choice of a proper cell, or lodgment for - rearing’ her numes 
rous, minute progeny. No infect whatever leaves. her eges 
to the direction of chance. ‘The females never neglect them 3 _ 
and if their young meet with inftantaneous nutriment when 

ae burft their fhells, the reafon: is, becaufe. the parent has 
wifely made choice of the happieft fituation for their :mainte-. 
nance and fupport. Diffolve a grain of pepper in fome water, 
and you fhall immediately difcover an infinite variety of mi+ 

nute worms playing in the fluid. Their: damsy:who know 
that to be the moft commodious place for their fubfiftence, lay 
their eggs there, and no whereé’elfe.»| View a dropiof.vinegar 
through a microfcope, and you fhall plainly difcern a thoufand 
tittle eels, and no other infects whatfoevet : becaufe there is one 

_ little animal knows perfectly well that vinegar, or the matter 

whereof it confifts, is mo feeable to the conftitution of 
her young. She difpofes of them, therefore, either on the 
one, or in the other, and ‘in‘no other place. -Im thofe coun- 
tries where-filk worms range-the fields for their fubfiftence, 
their eggs are no where to be found.but on the: mulberry- 
tree. ‘The reafon for that choice is: plain and obvious., The. 
eggs of fuch caterpillars as feed.on a willow are never to be 
met with on a cabbage; nor the eggs of thofe that eat the 

@abbage, on a willow. ‘The.moth, makes chaice of curtains, 
woollen-ftuffs, leather, ox. papers as being the fragments. of 
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cloth; for her place of refidence. . She is never to be found, 
howeverl,:either in 2 plant, a piece of wood, er yet in tainted 
meat. On the other hand, the fly lays her always in — 
é laf.. What is it that attracts her thither ?- “Would not 
they be much ‘more, commodioufly lodged in fome china-cup, 
that the could have recourie to at pleafure ?>——Experiencte 
will inform you beft what it is that: determines her choice. _ 
Pat: one-dlice of béef, juft killed, ‘into an opén pot, and 
another ‘flice into a clean pot, and cover the top with a piece 
_ Of filk, fo that the air may pafs through it, and at the fame 
time ‘ho fly. niay be able to fcatter her'eggs béneath it; the 
‘fark fice. will fwarm with infects, as is the common eafe ; 
 becaufe the ‘flies had full eggs upon 
the other, indeed, will moulder and deeay, by the tran{pir- 
ation of the air, and be reduced at laft, to dult, by evapor- 
ation; but then. you will find there, neither eggs, worms, 


nor flies. At moft, the flies dttratted thither. bythe odour, 
i. will {warm sipon the cover, attempt to get in, but finding 
their endeavours vain and fruitiels; will leave at laft their 


From all thefe inftances it is. evidlent, that putre- 


Prior.: 

faction can: méever be the parent of living creatiire. 
_— | fides, there are fome infects that have no. tecourfe to fuch 
a materials, either for the accorhmodation, or fubfiftence of 
P. their young. If, however, fome ‘animaicula make choice of 


cofrupted bodies for thofe purpofes, it is no furprizing thing, 

but as:natutal, as for an induftrious, indigent mother of 2 
family; and herchildren, to: be found bufy. with their fickles, 

in a field of:corn, when ripe, and. fit for cutting. All ‘na= 


we 


ture full appointed for one particular food, 
4 and fome for another. ° All have their eyes’ intent upon their - 


Prey, and nothing cancfcape their penetration. 


) MMECDOTE OF MARIA AND JANE, 
of reading, of needle-wotk, and, in ‘general of every thing that 
 flutsa fedentary life. She’ig weak, ‘and her nerves are ver 


G3 20? 


nd Lecuwenhoeck’t 
pritable; 


ON Experiments of Redi; Arezzo, ; 
“Anat, & Contemp, Arcan, Nat, Tom. 
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irritable every; Change of weather affects-het.- Sheli$ per 
petually obliged to hive recourfe to. medicines; Which: 
of their kind, would undoubtedly have the defired.effeee 

ftrengthening her were they. properly: afifted 
gentle and, moderate: exercife; but; Maria,.is,ialways. at 


always the ao of her_phyfician and, dppthecary; 
a ailing. Jane is.aivery lively gitl, and.of very 
good fenfe. "She feldom applies Jong; to any one thing... She 


walks out wheneves the weather permit, aud the bad 
weather has feldom y other effect upon her,: thar to deprive 
her of her ufual exercife,, She enjoys ‘an excellent fate. of 
Kealth ; and whenever. fhe happens..to have’ any complaint, 
her phyfician has the fatisfaction never to be difappoinged i in 
the effects of bia “Be 


Valangin on Diet, 49, 
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RELIGIOUS 


the Editor of the General Baprip 


D EAR Sir, 

The followitig Articleg of the 
by, 
| Sit, 

vals, 


A CONSTANT 


| AT a “Quarter! Meeting. af Ba tilt in. 
the Lincolnthire diftri&t, holden at Bourn, June 12 1798, 
it was agreed to prepare an. jrdaels to their churches on the 
importance of, and the good tha t might ve. done, by. prepch- 


ing in adjoining villages, and. by minift ers. 
with each other.. At a fubfequent, at on, 


tember 27th, an: addrefs being produced was dared to, and - 
has fince been fubmitted to the churches $ an fling a. confe- 


‘quence, feveral members: of Fleet church,’ Tydd 
St. Mary’ sy (a village half way between Beet Wit- 
beach) regiftered a houfé there, which on. Lord’ s day even- 


J 1799; their minifter open i, by preaching 
 frem 
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were encouragi 


of our hands eftablifh thou it.” 


or 


from Mark xvi. 13— Preach’ the gofpel to every crea. 


“ ture.”’ ‘Fhe attendance and ‘behaviour of thofe prefent, 

ng. It is intended to have preaching there 
segulasly every Lord's day:evehing: to be fupplied once 
fortnight ‘ Fleet,’and the ‘other opportunities, from 
Wifoeach, by brethren Freefton, Fant, and Mr. Wright, and 
from Tydd Lee Giles’s, by brother Smith 
- Sometime inthe decline of the laft year, the General Bap. 
tifts at’ Peterborough, undér the paftoral care’ of brother 


Samuel ‘Wright, -in attempting ‘to alter and enlarge their 
meeting-houfe, ‘found the walls give way, the building bein 


old, fo as’ to’'oblige them, with {peed, to pull it entirely 
The few friends in that intereft, however, exerted them- 


-felves, atid: the'old materials being ferviceable, they, by the 


friendly concurrence of a builder, have fo far fucceeded, as 
seeatiiainiatdirangs uare building (28 feet-by- 27 within} 
and to have it opened Lord’s-day, Feb. 19, on which occa« 
fion, they »had jengaged” three neighbouring minifters, 1. e. 
brother Bartol, of Spalding, brother Ewen, of March, and 


brother Burgefs, of Fleet: but, on account of the abfence 


of the two former, (Gwing;.as there is reafon’.ta beliéve, ta 
the weather, and drifted roads) the whole of that day’s 


preaching devolved upon brother Burgefs, « 


* Morning.—After. the firft hymn and_ prayer, a fhort in 


- troduétory preface to the work of the day, {tating the. pro- 


priety of divine worfhip ; that the {criptures were our only 
guide therein; and that we were aflembled not to confecrate 
the building, but merely ta-ufe it as a place of worfhip. 


This, after an hymn, was followed by a difcourfe fom Matt, 


xviii. 20—“ Where two or’three are gathered together in 


6 my name, there am [I in the midft of them.” 


Afternoon.—The difcourfe was from Pfal. xc. Let 


“ the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and efta- 
‘“ blifh thou the work of our hands upon us; yea the work 


Evening, brother Wright prayed, the fermon was from 
Ifaiah xl. 31.—* They that wait upon the Lord fhall renew 


“their ftrength; they fhall'mount up with wings as eagles ; 
re ay fhall run, and not be weary ; they fhall walk and not 


Brother Wright gave out al] the hymns in the eourfe of 


the three fervices ; and, confidering the unfavourablenefs of 
“the feafon, the place was well attended, yacartanie 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


March 3 2790, at Sawley s 6 
The farne day at C. Donnington - - - ="=-'8 4 6 


Thefe are -two branches of Donnington+chiurch. The 
- cheerfulnefs with which this collection was made, loudly 
fpeaks that church’s general approbation of this inftitution, 
and their zeal, by this means, to aid the furtherance of our 


dear Redeemer’s gofpel. 


THE writer of the Hiftory of the New Conne&tion of 
General Baptifts, is under the neceffity of poftponing. the 
continuance of his department, at leaft for the prefent month, 
for want of fome materials neceflary to the proper order and 

~ conneétion of the narrative. He particularly requefts of every. 

church in the connection, which may be defirous of fharing e 
part in the narration, to collect all the materials they can re- 

{pecting their own affairs, and to be as punctual as may-be ig 
refpect to the leading circumftances, and‘the times in which 
they occurred. ‘The churches of Melbourn, Kegworth, 
“Loughborough, and Kirkby-woodhoufe, have tranfmitted no 
accounts Jater than the year 1783. ‘The church at Barton, 
none from the time of the firft divifion into five parts. This 
bufinefs muft neceffary devolve on fome member Or meme 
bers of thefe churches, as it is not in the power of the pre- 
fent writer to pratify himfelf by a perfonal application: but — 
will cheerfully undertake the arrangement of what is brought. 


ANECDOTE OF AN ARAB. 


THE following rational anfwer was returned by an inha« 
‘bitant of the defert, to the enquiry how he knew there wa$a 
God: “ Exaétly in the fame way,” fays he, “ that I know 
by the traces left in the fands, that a man or an animal has 
pafled before me. What are the heavens, with’the 
of their itars, the earth with it’s 
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“ and the feas. with their countlefs es 3 what. are “they 
but obli to believe and confe the ‘hand o ‘their 


the Lit. of the I sti century. 


or jounson AND Ma. GARRICK, 


thewed Dr, Johafos his fie 

ftatités, pictures, &e. at attipton-court, 4 
flattering compliment, which was expected, Oh! David, 
—™ David, David,” faid the door, clapping his hands upon 
the little man’s fhoulder, © hele € are the things which make 
“a death-bed terrible ! | 


w week's which appeared to be 


after 


to he 
comfort, and the great fatisfaction of her has ef 
a Te h and many children to lament her lofs. — 


Jan, died B Robert really, ‘of Lougtibérough, about 
the 3 ror $ of his age, by a confumption, which had con- 
tinued more than two years. He bore his affliction, toge- 
ther with. other trials which . nat rally attach to. the con- 
dition of poor pedple with young families, with that: patience 
and refignation which greatly evinced the reality of that 
 véligion, the comforts of whick he had profeffed to. enjoy for 
feveral years before his death. 

Feb. 6th, died, Mary Mayo, of Quorndon, after a linger- 
ing illnefs, which con-iatel with unexpected rapidity ; and, 
we believe, landed her fafe in heaven, in the pofleffion of — 
thofe joys, conitérning Which her tithdrous, but pious mind, 
at ‘times, been fo muchr difquicted between hope and 


Feb. died, Ann Stevenfon, of Lou ghborough, cor 
advanced-in, years. It pleafed her Father 
.to her with a cancer, fhe 
~great patience, panting longisigy for the joys that 
world-where “ there: re& to the people of God.” 


3 


Feb. 19th, died, William Slea, of Qu oy in teat 
year of his age, ‘He gradually funk ow hom bofom of 


mother earth, by means of a confamption, having for feverdl 


fears given great proof: of the ‘reign of grace in his heart, 
and of conformity to the will his God. His 
death is very much lamented ‘by man pws | it is hoped, will 
efteem it an honour to walk in the fame fteps in which he 
walked. It is rather’ remarkable that he has left behind him 
three brothers, very creditable members of the fame Gene- 
ral Baptift church, at Loughborou ary of which he was a 
member 3 anda mother and three fiiters, all members of the 
General Baptift.church at Leak, father died _ighteen 
years ago, in the fame profeffion. 
N. B: All the five perfons abovementioned, together with 
Mr. Francis. White, whofe death: was announced in our laft 
number, were merpibers’ of the General . Ba 1s" church at 
Loughborough, in Leicefterfhire, May the furviving mem- 
bers ‘of that large and’ ble. fociety, and may all the 
readers of: this. Magazine, ever remember how’ near the 


may be to the. hour of death ; and may they all ‘continually | 


‘the evening of 23d; two ho n ker’. $-row, 
Whitechapel- road, ‘fell; and 
children, one of the killed the 
that men were wile, they underft 


> 44 


the Biter of the Generat in 


If you think the flowing relatton vill accept 
to your readers, after is properly arranged, ‘it_is.at 
your fervice to arrange.and publi 
univerfal alarm in our nei hbourhood. —It‘is as follows : 


N.B. The editor inferts the facts in the fimple. manner 


in which our correfpondent’ has” flated ‘them, witha few 
corrections of the orthography, punctuation, 
TUN WEN , fq, of’ Sutton in Aflifield, in the 
county” of: Nottingham, ‘the 4th of Febra ‘ap 
credibly inf ormed; ‘was: as well as. uftal n his own 
thoufe, about feven o’clack ‘in the’ evening was taken, “ail, and 
died in a minute’s time. “He complained of rather 
ferenoon of the fame day in whith he died but 
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the father and mother arid’ two 3 


has founded a> 
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as OBITUARY. 


ing more than a flight eold, a little pain in his breaft, 
and 2 Iittle numbed in one of his arms. This was all he 
complained of, and this fo trifling, that had he not died fo 
fuddenly, it, perhaps, would have pafled unnoticed by thofe — 
about him, and more intimately acquainted with him. He 
was not much paft the meridian of life, and as he was ims 
‘menfely rich, had it in his power to receive every comfort- 
able accommodation for the nourifhment of his body, and 


he prolonging of his life. “ Behold the axe is laid to the 


liberal. 


“ root of the tree.”” O, ye that enjoy health and ftrength, 
@ boaft not of tomorrow; no man knows what a day may 
_ About a quarter of a mile from his houfe there is a large 
- €0tton manufactory, of which he occupied a chief part;:and as 
be ufually went down Iatifh in the afternoon, he intended doing 
fo that day; but juft before his intended walk to that mill 
3 to rain, which, with the entreaties of Mrs. Unwin, 
and other ladies, vifitants there, caufed him to defift. © 
He therefore called his fervant to affift him in drawing off 
his boots; but juft as his fervant entered he funk down in his — 
chair, and died immediately. Loudly this inculcates, “ Be 
“ ye alfo ready, for in fuch an hour as ye think not the Son > 
of man cometh.”—-This good gentleman was a diffenter, 
but the particular tenets which he held, I am in a great mea- _ 
fure unacquainted with. Healways feemed candid, free, and 
owever, he was fingularly kind tothe:many who 
earned their bread under him, and many others, who con- | 
ftantly received favours, or partook of his bounty. I myfelf 
am witnefs to the great lamentations of many, who mourn 
_ for the lofs of a-good mafter, and many. more for the lofs of 
a kind friend; but he has left more particularly to lament 
their lofs, a diftrefled widow and fix children. How ‘won- 
 derful are thy ways, O Lord! they are paft finding out.” | 
May the God of all grace grant that it may prove.a lafting 
bleffing to his furviving family, his late dependants, and a 
- ‘weeping town and neighbourhood in which he lived ! .and 
as many as may hear of fo fudden a change! How well for | 
each to remember, I am a dying creature, a frail.mortal,. and. 
however fecure I may fuppofe myfelf in life, yet death comes 
as a thief in the night, and if he fteals upon us unprepared, 
O, how awful the change; .but.if we have known Jefus 
Chrift, and fought a good fight, then is there laid up for 
us a2 crown which fadeth not away; which God grant te 
_ be the happy lot of as many as. may hear of this momentous 
SACRED 
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POETRY, 


A Thought on the Death of the 
Reo, W.Grimfhaw, A.M. 
-who died the 4th of April, 
1763, and written that year 
in which he died, 


V V HAT air will fuit my me- 


* lancholy theme ? 


My seinen fong fhall be concern- 
| ing him, 


Who's gone to Chrift, that did his 
redeem. 


But why, my Lord, why didft thou call 
{fo foon ? 


Why does thy people’s fun go down at 
noon ? 
Why didft thou fend the ghaftly tyrant 


forth 
‘To ftrike the man-of eminence and 
worth? 
The brother, and the friend of human 
races 
The fon of learning, and the child of 
grace. 
Th! unweary’d fervant of his dear lov’d 
Lord, 
The powerful preacher of thy facred 
word: 
The man whofe work, whofe every 
work declar’d, 


How little he for eafe or profit card ? 
His. Saviour’s love fhed in his heart 
‘abroad, 

| Mov'd him to cry fo often and fo loud, 
Come finners and be reconcil’dto God. 


He undifmay’d thro’ noife and — 


went 5 

To work his Mafter’s work his heart 
was bent, 

Nor fear’d the face of man, tho’ great 
and high ; | 

Nor fcorn’d the poor, nor pafs’d the 
meaneft by : 

So condefcending wou’d he always be, 

So like the Lamb, that bled upon the 

trees 
So earneft Jefus’ gofpel to proclaim, 


And {peak the — of his Saviour’ s 
name, 


Wer. 


What tafk too hard, what work wad 


found too mean ? ze 


“When was reluétance in the labouter 


feen ? 

| How was he alrnoft drawn without the 
man, 

While he t’expone the precious gofpel 
ran, 

Such life, fuch love appear’d in all 
his ways, 

What pen can bé too lavith in his 
‘praife? 

‘But ah! he’s gone! the cafe my, foul 
deplore ; 


Why, my hard héart, why cant thou 
weep nomore? 

Methinks I fee my friends lament theirs 
lofs, 

Nor knows the ftouteft how t’endure 
the crofs. | 

| what are thofe down-catt eyes, and 
watry face, 

But obvious fymptoms of their doleful 

cafe ? 

What are thofe piteous moans, and 
heavingfighs, 

But indications of their fore furprize ? 

T heir head, their frithd, their fhepherd’s. 
now no more, 

Who can expeét the lambs will not 

be tore ? 

But O, thou Ifrael’s Shepherd, deign 
‘to keep 

Their fouls, among the thoufands of 
thy fheep ; 

Nor let the wolf thine own inbieritance 
tear; 

Arife Jehovah, for thy children care 5 

Perhaps their hearts were wand’ring 
from their God, 

Which caus’d thee to take up thy 
chaft’ning rod 5 

Or what becaufe fo "long thine hand 
had fed, 


Did they begin to loath the heavenly 
bread ? 


Or, did they, while fo free from. feeling 


want, 
Forget the Lord, and idolize the faint ? 


But why fhou’d creatures reafon with . 
their God ? 


His fceptre’s love, and ove is in his | 
And 
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tle won, 
Reward for all his toil he now receives, 
Y dn realms of blifs, he mere than con- 


qu’ror lives. 


‘Methinks I fee the fmiling victor Git ! . 


And bowing cafts his crown at Jefus’ 
"Redeeming love his one 
theme, | 
all his exult at Jefus’ name: 
He views the lovely lamb, whofe pre- 
cious blood 
Was hed to bring his now fav'd foul 
to God ; 
No more fhall cares perplex his peace- 
breaft, [ molett ; 
‘Troubles are gone and fhall no more 
Hence he enjoys uninterrupted reft, . | 
Wor men defpife, mor devils tempt him 
more, 
iv’d is he on Sion's happy fhore 
[is work, his only work is now to blefs 
Jefus his life, his ftrength, and righte- 
| oufnefs ; 


And lo, he knows as he himfelf is 
known. 
ars and contentions there can have no 
lace, 
But is moft indebted to free grace: 
*Tis this fhall be his everlafting fong ; 
*Tis this fhall tune. his 
along. 
His body: lies in yonder Gilent tomb, | 
~ Until his Saviour call, Arife and come ; 
Each atom then the ‘thund’ring voice 
‘thal! hear, 
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And \tho” his footReps are eh’ watry all the Blood-wath'd throng 
| deep, fhall jointly fing, 
And darkness circle round his judgment’s The praia of their ever glorious King, 
feat, j My tongue fhall then with endlefs piea- 
Unerring wifdom f{quares out all his‘ fure tell 
ways, | What wond’rous grace hath fav'd my 
And all bis works demand his creatures} foul from hell, 
praife. The loving Saviour’s lovely name 
Think thus, my fiends, while you | fhallbe | 
your fate-deplore, The fubject of fong eternally. 
And, at Immanuel’s works no 
He aw the hind his courfe To the Editor G.B.M, 
The fight was fought, the bat Sin, 


Some years ago I wrote an Addrefs to 
fome religious people, to-which the 
following Poem was added as a cone 
clufion. It has never been printed, 
nor is it likely to be, unlefs you fay 
.vour it wth a place in your Maga- 
zine. As 1 have given over writing 
it may now ferve for | it?s oeenh ine 
tention ; that is, 


| 


— NOW, my brethren, to concluds 
This attempt to. do you good ; 

Let me place before youreyes | 
Jefus and eternal joys. 


on his Father’s throne, 
There he makes your caufe his own ; 
There your advocate he ftands, | 
With your names upon his hands, 
Pleading with the Lord your God, 


| All his travail, wounds and blood. - 
Miftakes ofevery kind are paft and gone, 


Is it in the Father’ s breaft 

To deny his Son’s requeft ? 

Can he turn his ear away 

When Immanuel deigns to pray ? 
No! his tender bowels move — 
With compaffion, grace and loves 


To the very vileft worm 


On the earth in human form ; 
And can he refentment fhow 
Tothe Mediator ? No! — 

He will give Him, for his faints, 
All, and more than all he wants ! 
Yet a little while, and jo! 


| And mount to meet the Saviour in the You toendlefs glory go. 


air ; 
Pompous and gay like Jefus’ body made, 
‘(For all the members fhall be like their 
Head, ) 
brie in his glory fhall for ever thine, 


Then how happy will you be; 
Spirits all alive and frec, 


| * The people at Barton, &c. are 


They 


defired to confider this piece as an Ad. — 
might that lot, lot be mine, to them in pasticular, 
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Then what fources of delight 
Qpen to your ravith’d fight ? 

And the bleffings all are your's, 
While the throne of God endures, | 

Surely, brethren, now you're here 
You are longing to be there. 


Then to Jefus caft your eye 5 

Fix iton Himtill youdie. 
Cleave to Him with all your foul 5 
All your burdens on him roll, 
©! whatever be your cafe, 
Never more diftruft his grace. 
Unbelief will pierce your Lord 
More than thongs, or nails, or fword ; 
Thefe reach but his mortal part, 
Head and feet, and hands and heart ; 
But this murd’rous unbelief 
Puts his-very fou] to grief. 

| 


When your doubts and fears arife, 
To the Bible turn your eyes. 
There the Lord of glory fee 
Nail’d unto the curfed tree 3 
Pouring forth his precious blood 
To redeem your fouls to God, 
‘There for you, behold he dies s 
Now for you behold him rife. 


Sure the great Immanuel’s tomb 
Swallows doubtings as they come! 
Can they ever rife again ? 
Yes, my friends, I know they can. 


Then direét your down-caft eyes 
To the oaths and promifes : 
To the covenant of grace, — 
Shining in the Saviour’s face s 
‘To the miracles he wrought : 
To the doétrines which he taught, 
‘To the deaf, the blind, the lame, 
Who were cur’d, when Jefus came, 
To the hoft in glory now, 
Who were once as vile as you, 
Yet, in the Redeemer’s blood 
Now are “re and live with God. 
What, does ftill a doubt remain, 
Which occafions fear or pain ? 


Then approach the mercy-feat 5 

Lie you down at Jefus* feet, 

And your ev’ry fear and doubt, 

Pray, or weep, or groan it out. 
Wreftle with the Lord your God 3 
Plead your Saviour’s precious blood 3 

@tcad his promife and believe 

What you afk you fhall receive. 


| 


‘Here (whatever be your grief) 
You may come and find relief, 
Ever, O my friends, till death, 


‘| Ufe the fhield and pray’r of faith. 


And to keep your doubts away, 
Learn to watch as well as pray, 

) Watch againft the mortal foe 
Who defigns your overthrow. 


Watch againft the world and fin § 


_| Watch againft your foes within. 


QO! remember, you are watch'd 
Tremble left you fhould be catch’d 
Naked, and your feet aftray 

From the true and living way. 
Would you profper and increafe 
Do you with to grow ingrace ? 
Is it your fupreme defire 


| Teeming from the clouds to you ; 
| O! how kind a God have you 3 


| What have I enjoy’d to day? 


| After Jefus to afpire ? 


Meditate on things above ; 


| God and Chrift and realms of love. 
| Favours ev'ry day are new, 


Earth and air, and fire and fea, — 
Yield you comfort ev'ry day. 


Conftantly his kindnefs view. 
Often think, and often fay, 


Still refle&ting as you fpeak 


On the poor returns you make, 


Yet-hisgoodnefs he difplays 
To you ina thoufand ways, 


O! my brethren! often try 
Whether you the truth enjoy, 
| What effeéts it has within ; 
If it make you hate your fin ;__ 
| If it unbelief controul; 

If it purify your foul : 
If it make you love the Lord ; 
If it make you keep his word ; 
If it make your fpirits cry 
Glory be.to God onhigh, _ 
If the truth thus in you reign, — 
You are furely born again. 


with cheerfalnefs go on 


Till your Father’s will be done. 
Work with Jefus by the day ; 
Walk ye in him as the way : 
Lean upon himas your friend ; 
View him as your higheft end ; 
Truft ye in him‘as your head ; 
Live upon him.as your, bread + 


| In your troubles on him call ; 


Prize him as your all in all j 
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Till you fet him as he is, 
Jn promis’d realms blifs3 
And your happy fpirits 
Near his fide, or on his breaft, 


To the Editor of theC. B.M. 


Six, 


The following lines on the death of an 
. infant, aged nine months, are affec- 
tionately addreffed to the widower 


parent, Mr. J——n, by his fympa- 
thifing friend and brother, and 


Your humble fervant, 


AH! lovely babe! art thon no mere ; 
Are all thy pains and fuff’rings o’er ? 
 Shott vifitant, farewell! 
No more thy little breaft thall figh 3 
Go take thy manfion in the fky, 
And With thy Saviour dwell, 


Yes, lovely babe! thy fpirit’s flown — 
"To worlds of joy, of blifs unknown;, 

_Where.endlefs pleafure flows. . 

_ Of fuch dear babes the kingdom is ; 

‘The kingdom of eternal blifs; 

& kingdom of repofe, 


Ye guardians of it’s tender day. 
_ Permit a friend to wipe away 
The fympathetic tear: 
_ | &And point to your dejeéted eyes, 
‘The glorious ftate your babe enjoys, 
_ Above this world of care. 


©! liften while your infant tells 

Of thofe bright glories where the dwells, 
Thofe pleafures evermore: 

Hear her defcribe the happy {tate 

Which Zion’s travellers await, 


On Canaan's happy hore. 


“* When in your arms I ftruggling lay, 
** To quit my tenement of clay, 
_ __ “ And urge my paffage through ; 
*¢ A train of fmiling cherubs bright, _ 
ss Whofe robes oytvi'd the lily white, 
‘© Firit met my gazing view, 


¢¢ Then bore me on their velvet wings ¢ 
blifsful fields and cryftal fprings, 


| ‘ They took their joyful flight. 


“ The heav’ns in pomp unfolded wide 4 


| ie Jefus, before unknown, I fpy’d, 


| Enraptur'd at the fight, 
While gazing on his beauteous charms, 


‘¢ I found myfelf within his arms, 
and carefs’d, 

The {pirits all atound me fmil’d, 

While one with rapture cry’d, my 

child !* | 

_ © My babe for ever bleft ! =a 


heav’ns ! what happinefs is this { 
ecftacy ! more tnan blifs ! 
| My pleafures—who can tell 
| 6¢ Weep, weep no more, my earthly firey 
‘¢ But unto thefe delights afpire, 

¢¢ Till you in glory dwell,” 


| AND now.another year is gone, 
Has ftoleitfelfaway! 


} 


THE END OF THE YEAR, 
I. 


If it fhould. tell what we have dont, - — 
W hat can it have to fay ? 


| 
Have we improv’d the feafons giv’s 
| With diligence and care; 
To find the happy road to heav’n, 


| And in it perfevere ? 


| | 
Thefe days and months, and weeks and 
years 
| Are likefo many fpies, 
Strictly obferving what appears, 
And telling to the .tkies. 


lV. 

finners, tremble at your ftate, 

| Who have not us’d them well 
And let the next, at any rate, 

| Have better things to tell. 


| | 
Soon will your feafons all be gene, 
| And never come again; 
Theman eternity comes oa 
_ Of pleafure or of pain, 


| | Ze 
* The mother died about fix months 


| | before the child, 
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| | 


LIFE OF SIR JOHN HARTOPP, BART. 


Watts’s Death and Heaven, p: 


VW HEN I name Sir John Hartopp, all that knew him 
will agree that I name a gentleman, a fcholar, and a Chrif- 
tian: and neither of thefe characters, in the beft and ‘moft 

valuable fenfe of them, could forfake him at his enttance in 
to heaven. | 

He fhone with eminence among the perfons of birth and 
title* on earth; while his obliging deportment and his affa- 
ble temper rendered him eafy of accefs to all his inferiors, 


and made him the delight of all his friends.. Though he knew | 


what was due to his quality in this world, yet he ‘affected 
none of the grandeurs of life, but daily practifed condefcen- 
fion and love, and fecured the refpect of all, without aflum- 

e had a tafte for univerfal learning; and ingenious arts 
were his delight from his youth. He purfued knowlédge in 
various forms, and was acquainted with many parts of human 
fcience. Mathematical fpeculations and were a fa- 
vourite ftudy with him in his younger years; and even to 


_ his old age, he maintained his acquaintance with'the motions — 


* His grandfather, Sir Edward gids was Created a Ba- 
tronet: by King James I. 1619, which was but a few years after 
‘the farft inftitution of that order, 
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‘He was defirous of feeing what the Spirit of God faid to men 
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‘of the heavenly bodies, and light and fhade whereby time ig 
__But’the book of God was his chief ftudy, and-his divineft 
delight.. His Bible lay before him night and day; and he 
was well acquainted with the writers that explained it beft. 


in the original languages. For this end, he commenced fome 
acquaintance with Hebrew when he was more than fifty 
years old: and that he might be capable of judging of the 
true fenfe of any text in the New Teftament, he kept his 
youthful knowledge of the Greek | 
even to the period of his life. ‘ | 

- Among the various themes of Chriftian contemplation, he 


took peculiar pleafure in the doctrines of grace, in the dif- 
| play of the glories of the perfon of Chrift, God in our nature, 


the wondrous work of redemption by his crofs. He 
adored him as his Lord and his God: and while he trufted 


in his righteoufnefs as the great Mediator, and beheld him 
as his crucified Saviour, he was ever zealous to maintain the 


_ honours due to his divine nature and majetty. 


His practice in life was agreeable to his Chriftian prin- 


ciples, for he. knew that the grace of God, that brings falva- 
_ tion to men, teaches them to deny all ungodlinefs, and to 
_ jive fober, righteous and religious lives, that in all things 


‘a they may adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour. 


is converfation was pious and learned, ingenious ‘aad 
inftructive: he was inquifitive into the affairs of the learned 
world, the progrefs of arts and fciences, the concerns of the 


nation, and the intereft of the church of Chrift: and upon 


all occafions was as ready to communicate as he was to | 


enquire. What he knew of the things of God or man, he 


refolved not to know them only for himfelf, but for the bene- 
ht of all that had the honour of his acquaintance. ‘There 


_ are many of his friends that will join with me to confefs, how 


eften we have departed from his company refrefhed and ad- 


vanced in fome uleful knowledge. And I cannot but reckon 
At among ‘the bleffings of heaven, when I review thofe five 
years of pleafure and improvement, which I fpent in his 


family in my younger part of life; and I found much inftruc- 


_ tion myfelf, where I was called to be an inftructor. © 


His zeal for the welfare of his country, and of the church 


of Chrift in it, carried him out to the moft expenfive and 


employed his time, his {pirits, his intereft and his riches for 


toilfome fervices in his younger and his middle age. He 


the 


anguage in fome meafure 
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in the utmoft danger of popery and ruin*. 
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the defence of this poor nation, when forty years ago it was 


‘His doors were ever open, and his carriage always friendly 


‘and courteous to the minifters of the gofpel, though they 


were diftinguifhed among themfelves by names of different 
parties ; for he loved all that loved our Lord Jefus Chriftin | 
fincerity, 


‘He chofe indeed to bear a part.in conftant public worfhip 
- with the Proteftant Diffenters, for he thought their practice 
more agreeable to the rules of the gofpel : he joined himfelf 


in Communion with one of their churches, which was under 


the paftoral care of the Reverend Dr. John Owen, where he 


continued an honourable member under fucceffive paftors 
till the day of his death. Nor was he afhamed to own and 
fupport that defpifed intereft, nor to frequent thofe aflemblies, 
when the fpirit of perfecution raged higheft, in the days of 
King Charles and King James the Second, He-was a pre 
fent refuge for the oppreffed, and the fpecial providence of 
God fecured him and his friends from the fury of the oppref- 
for. He was always a devout and diligent attendant on 
public ordinances till thefe laft years of his life, when the 
infirmities: of age growing upon him, confined him to-his 

_ But if age confined him, death gave him a releafe. He is 
exalted now tothe church in heaven, and has taken his place 


in that glorious —— where he worfhips amongft them | | 


before the throne: there he has.no need to relieve his memory 
by the fwiftnefs of his pen, which was his perpetual practice 


in the church on earth, and by which means he often enter- 


tained his family in the evening worfhip on the Lord’s day with 


| excellent difcourfes ; fome of which he copied from the lips 


of fome of the greateft preachers of the laft ; there his 
unbodied fpirit is able to fuftain. the, fublimeft raptures of 
devotion, which run through the, worfhippers in that heavenly 


{tate ; though here on earth I have fometimes feen the pious | 


pleafure too ftrong for him: and: while he has: been reading 


the things of God to his houthold, the devotion of his heart 


commanded a facred paufe and fiJence, 


has broken through fhis eyes, has interrupted: his voice, and 


* He was three: times chofen repréfentative in ‘parliament 
for his county of Leicefter, in thofe'years when a facred 
zeal for liberty and religion {trove hard to’ bring bill of 
exclufion, to prevent the Duke of York (afterwards King 

James II.) from inheriting the crown of England. 
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~ He enjoyed an intimate friendfhip with that great a 

i with zeal and delight on both fides, till death divided them. 
‘The world ‘has alr been acquainted, that it is to the 
pidus: induftry of Sir John Hartopp, that we are indebted 
for many'of ‘thofe fermons and difcourfes of the doctor, which 
have: been lately ‘pablifhed in folio. A long and familiar 
acquaintance enabled him alfo to furnifh, many memoirs, or 
matters of -fatt; toward ‘that brief account of the doétor’s 
life, which’ is prefixed to that volume, ‘though it was drawn 
‘up prefent ‘form, with various enlargements, by ano-, 
- . Nor is it itiprébatlle that he has found other happy fouls 
there, who were ruribered among his pious acquaintance on 
earths Shall Iomenition ‘that excellent man Sir Thomas Ab- 
mney, who was’His lafe forerunner to heaven, and had not 


‘fimithed two months there before Sir John Hartopp’s arrival ? 
Happy fpirits ! om by congratulate your meeting in the celef- 
‘tial regions?’ » But the world and ‘the -churches mourn your 
-abfence; and the Proteffant Diffenters lament the lofs of twa 


eft‘ornaments and honours. 
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URWET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS O 
SHE ENGLISH MARTYR, 
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WN OLDCASTLE, LORD COBHAM. 
4 N the :beginning- of the reign of Héiiry the. Fifth, 
{Thomas ‘Arundel; Aréhbithop of gene- 
fynodscor affenibly-of the bifhops and clergy of England, 
fo meet ateSt/ Paul's church’in London, to confult of eccle- 
matters's and ‘more ‘efpecially confider, how to fup-— 
iprefs the light‘of the gofpel, ‘which ‘began to thine and {pread 
itfelf in divers parts of the’ ‘the writings of 
,John Wickliff ; which taught opinions of the facraments, of 
Mages, OF pilgrimages, and. of the keys, or’ power of the 
tothe received doétrines and determination 
of the Romithichurch. And thefe opisiions and books of 
were by thefynod called herefy, and ‘the 
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them were termed heretics, or Jollards, from the Latin 
word lolium, which fignifies cockle or darnel, a pernicious 


weed often growing among wheat. a 


And fo the bifhops looked upon the doftrinesof Wickliff 
as deftructive to the authority and practice ofthe church of 
Rome, and which ought, therefore, to be diligently fupprefied, 
and the holders and preachers of them to be punifhed and 
sooted out of the church, 

In order hereunto, there were twelve. inquifitors choféa 
out of Oxford, who were to makediligent fearch after here- 
tics, and alfo after Wickliff’s books. And their inquifitors 
collected two hundred and forty-fix conclufions, or doctrines, 


out of Wickliff’s books, which they accounted herefies, and 


-Jaid them before the fynod, to confider by what means they 
might be ftifled and fupprefled. 
And upon mature deliberation they concluded, that the 


 moft likely way to hinder the growth of herefy in the kingdom, 


was to remove out of the way fuch perfons of note as they 
were informed to be the favourers and maintainers of ‘the 
difciples and followers of John Wickliff: among whom they 
Jooked upon the noble knight, Sir John Oldeaftle, Lord 
Cobhan, living in Kent,tobechiefi 
-» And therefore they firft accufed him by their proétors, to 
be a great maintainer of fufpected preachers, in the diocefes 
of London, Rochefter, and. Hereford, contrary to the mind 
of the ordinaries of thofe refpective diocefes. And't 
only accufed him to have fent fuch preachers thither, but alfo 
to have affifted them by ‘force of arms,: in: oppofition: to the 
determination of the fynod to the contrary. And Jaftly, they 
accufed him, that he was of a contrary belief with refpect to 
the facrament ofthe altar, penance, image-worthip, pilgrim. 
ages, and ecclefiaftical power, than the holy church of ‘Rome 
hath taught for this many years paft. 


So at laft the fynod refolved, that a 


procefs fheuld be taken 


Lord.Cobham, as a moft dangerous and pernicious heretic. 


But fome of the fynod being more confiderate than: the reft, 


thought it not prudent to proceed fo harfhly againtt'the Lord 
Cobham, he being a man Of a great family, and-much jn 
favour with the king; and they advifed, that it were more 
roper firft to acquaint the ki 


now his pleafure, before they made any further. progrefs 


therein : and to this they all agreed, ‘Whereupon ‘the-arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, with divers bifhops, and other clergy, 


_ Went to the king, who was then at Kingfton, and there they 
laid 


hey not 


ng with the matter, and to 
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out without farther delay, againit the faid Sir. John Oldcaftle, 
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aid moft grievous complaints of herefy and fedition again 
Lord Cobham, for his favouring 
@pinions. 


Wickliff’s doctrine and 
i 


The king heard with patience thefe grievous complaints of 
the clergy againft the good Lord Cobham ; and then required 


them to deal gently with him, confidering his birth and qua- 


lity, and to avoid all rigour againft him, and to endeavour 
by mildnefs to reduce him to the unity of the church. And 
if they could not fucceed therein, the king promifed that he 
would take the caufe into his own hand, and try what he 


could do therein. Hereupon the king fent for the Lord 
- Cobham; and when he was come, he took him afide pri- 
vately, and exhorted him to fubmit himfelf, as an obedient 


child, unto his mother the holy catholic church, and humbly 


to acknowledge his fault. 
To whom the Lord Cobham replied, “ Moft worthy 
_ & prince, J am always moit ready and willing to obey you : 
“ for I know you are a Chriftian king, and an appointed 
«¢ minifter of God, bearing the {word for the punifhment of 
_ evildoers, and for the fafeguard of thofe that are virtuous. 


«¢ Unto you, therefore, (next to my eternal God) I owe all 


«“ obedience; and I fubmit myfelf, and all that I have, unto 


« your difpofal, being ready to perform whatever you fhall 
“ command me.in the Lord. But as for the pope, and his 


fpirituality, owe them neither fuit nor fervice: for I know 
_ @ him, by the {criptures, to be the great antichrift, the fon 


“ of perdition, the open adverfary of God, and the abomina- 
tion ftanding 1n the holy place.”’ 

_ When the king heard this, he would talk no longer with 
him, but went his way from him in anger. : 


_ Soon after this, the Archbifhop of Canterbury came to the. 
king for am anfwer ; the king gave him leave to cite the Lord | 


Cobham into his court, and to proceed again{t him according 
to the eccleftaftical law. 


Then the archbifhop, having confulted with divers bifhops 


and clergy, they refolved to caufe the Lord Cobham perfon- 


ally to appear before them, to anfwer to {uch articles as they 
-fhould object againft him. 


' And accordingly the archbifhop fent his chief fummoner 
with a fharp citation to Cowling-caftle in Kent, where the 


_ Lord Cobham dwelt. When the fummoner' came thither, 
_ he was afraid to enter into the gates of fo noble\a perfon 


without licenfe; and fo he returned back without doing his 
meflage. 
Then 
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Then the archbifhop perfuaded one John Butler, door~ 


keeper of the king’s privy-chamber, to go to the Lord Cob- 
ham, as from the king. Whereupon the faid John Butler 
took the archbifhop’s fummoner with him, and went to the 


Lord Cobham, and told him, it was the king’s pleafure that 


his lordfhip fhould obey the archbifhop’s citation. ‘TTo whom 


the Lord Cobham anfwered, that in no cafe he would confent | 


to thofe devilifh practices of the priefts.. 
When the archbifhop heard this, he found it was not for 
any private man to cite the Lord Cobham, without running 


the hazard of his life. And fo he refolved to cite him by 


public procefs, or open command. Whereupon a few da 
after, in the month of September, he commanded letters 
citatory to be fixed upon the great gates of the cathedral 
church of Rochefter, which was but three miles from the 
Lord Cobham’s houfe; charging him to appear perfonally 
before him at Ledis, the eleventh of the fame month, with- 
out any excufe whatever. . 
But the faid letters were foon taken down from the gates 
of the church, and conveyed away by the Lord Cobham’s 
friends. ‘Then the archbifhop caufed other letters to be fet 


up on the 8th of September, and thofe alfo were taken down 


and deftroyed. 


And becaufe the Lord Cobham did not appear at Ledis, 
where the archbifhop fat in confiftory, he was adjudged guilty 

After this, the archbifhop being informed that the Lord 
Cobham laughed at his proceedings, and defpifed his autho- 
rity, he openly excommunicated him for his contumacy ; and 
then cited him again under fevere threatenings, to appear 
before him on Saturday the 20th of September: and com- 
manded all perfons to affift him againft the Lord Cobham, 


that great apoftate and heretic, and adverfary of the holy 
church. 7 ag 


After this, the Lord Cobham, confidering the danger he 
Was in, wrote the confeffion of his faith, namely, the Apof- 


tles’ Creed; and added thereto a certain paraphrafe of fome | 


part thereof: and fo went to London and prefented it to the 
king. But the king would not receive it, but commanded it 


to be delivered to thofe perfons that were to be his judges. - 


Then the Lord Cobham appealed from the archbifhop to the 
pope; but the king would not allow of his appeal, but faid 
the archbifhop fhould be his judge. And fo the Lord Cob- 


ham was there arrefted by the king’s command, and was 
committed to the tower of London, aah 


And 
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And upon the 20th of September, the Lord. Cobham was 


brought before Thomas Arundel, then archbrfhop of 


terbury, and other bifhops, into the chapter-houfe of St. 


there left‘ him for the prefent. 
"Then the archbifhop fpoke to him to this effect: Sir, in 
the laft general convocation of the clergy of this »province, 


were charged with certain herefies, and by fufficient 


-witnefles found guilty of the fame: and thereupon you were 
cited before me, by due form of fpiritual Jaw, but you re- 


-fufed to appear, and for your contumacy, you were both pri< 


-wately and openly excommunicated. Notwithftanding, we 


are not backwards to give you abfolution, fhould you hum-— 


bly defire it. Upon which the Lord Cobham made as if 
be did not hear, and fo defired no abfolution ; but faid he 
would make a confeffion of his faith there before them all, if 
they would give him leave. Then he took a paper out of 
his bofom, and read it, and delivered it to the archbifhop 3; 
contents whereof is as follows : 
Pi as, Oldcaftle, knight, Lord Cobham, would have all 

nefs, that it hath been, now is, and ever, by the help of 
God, fhall be, mine intent and will, to believe faithfully and 
- fully all the facraments that ever God ordained to be ufed in 
his holy church: and moreover, I do declare my opinion in 
J. I believe that the moft worfhipful facrament of the 


was born of the blefled Virgin, our lady, St. Mary, crucified 
on the crofs, dead and buried, the third day rofe from death 
to life,the which body isnow glorified inheaven. = | 
II. As for the facrament of penance, I believe that it is 
needful, that every man that expects falvation fhould forfake 
his fin, and do penance for the fame, with true confeffion 
and contrition, and due fatisfaction, as the law. of God teach- 
eth, elfe he cannot be faved. 


HII, As for images, they are the invention of men; and! 


whofoever gives that worfhip to lifelefs images, which is due 


to God, or trufts to them for help, is guilty of the fin of 


IV. Concerning pilgrimages, I know that all men are 
_ pilgrims upon earth, either to happinefs or mifery. He that 


will not know nor keep the commandments of God whilft — 


he lives, though he go on pilgrimage through the world, yet 
_ if he die in this ftate, he fhall be damned; and he that keeps 


 Paul’s, by Sir Robert Morley, lieutenant of the tower, whe 


ians to know and underftand, that I call God to wit. — 


altar is Chrift’s body in form of bread, the fame body that 
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Ciod’s commandments to. his life’s on he fhall be faved, 
though he never go any pilgrimage at all. gis | 
‘After the réaditig of the archbifhop, and 
— bifhops, and others, confulted together, and told the Lord 
Cobham, that fome part of his writing was good, and aps 
) proved it; but in other points, he muft declare his ming more — 
I. ‘ Whether he did believe, and would affirm, that in 
the facrament of the altar, after confecration rightly. performed 
by a prieft, there remaineth material bread, or not? 
II. Whether he did believe concerning the facrament of . 
penarice, that everyman is bound to confefs his fins to a 
“ But the Lord Cobham replied, he would make no other 
anfwer to thefe points, than what was contained in his arti- 
cles, which he had read and delivered to them. ae 
Then the archbifhop wifhed him to confider ferioufly of 
this matter, for if he did not anfwer fully to thefe things, he 
"  fhould by the laws of holy ehurch be adjudged an heretic. 
Lord Cobham anfwered, Do what you think beft, for 1 am 
ata point. ‘Then the court adjourned, and he was to appear 
another day. 
At the fecond appearance of the Lord Cobham before the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, and other bifhops and clergy, the 
_archbifhop rehearfed to the Lord Cobham, the proceedings of 
the laft day ; he told him, that he ftood accurfed for his contu- 
macy and difobedience to the holy church ; but he was ready 
to abfolve him, if he did humbly defire it. | | 
But the Lord Cobham anfwered, that he had never tref- 
paffed againft them, and fo he would not do it. 
— After this much difcourfe patos between him and the arch- 
.bifhop. Then one John Kemp, doctor of law, exhibited 
articles againft the faid Lord Cobham, and told him they 
muft have his anfwer to four points, contained in the paper 
he had in his hand ; and fo he proceeded toread them. | 


The firft was, That the faith and determination of the holy 
church, concerning the blefled facrament of the altar, is, that 
after the facramental words be once f{poken by a prieft in his 
mafs, the material bread, which was before bread, is turned 
into Chrift’s very: body, and the material wine is turned into 
_ Chrift’s blood: and fo there remaineth in the facrament of the 
altar, from thenceforth, no material bread, nor material wine, 
_which were there before the facramental words were fpoken. 
‘Sir, believe you rot this? 
~ Lord Cobham replied, This is not my belief 
Volii, x | 
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make your boaft of St. Peter. 
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Then the doctor read 
The fecond point is this: Holy church hath determined, 


that every. Chriftian man living upon earth, ought to confefs 
himfelf to a prieft, ordained by the church, when he can 


have him. | 

~ Lord Cobham anfwered, It is moft neceflary that we firft 
confefs to God, who knows our difeafes, and is able to help. 
He granted that we might go to a prieft, if he were a 


learned man, and of a good life; becaufe we are commanded _ 


‘to feek the law at his mouth: but if he be an idiot, ora 
vicious man, it were better to avoid his company than go te 


him ; for we might learn evil, but no good from him. 
Then the doétor read again: 


‘The third point is this, Chrift ordained St. Peter the 


-apoftle to be his vicar on earth, whofe fee is the church of 


Rome. And he granted, that the fame power which he gave 


unto Peter, fhould fuceeed to all Peter’s.fucceflors, who are 
now called popes of Rome; by whofe fpecial power in churches 
particular, he ordained prelates, and archbifhops, parfons, 
_curates, and feveral other degrees of churchmen; whom all 
Chriftians ought to obey after the laws of the church of — 


Rome. This is the determination of holy church. Sir, 
beligve you not this? 

To this Lord Cobham anfwercd, He that followeth Peter 
the neareft in holy living, is next to him in fucceffion. But 
your lordly order efteemeth not much the lowly behaviour 
of poor Peter, whatever you talk of him. And you little 
regard the humble manners of thofe that fucceeded Peter till 
the time of Sylvefter; which for the moft part were mar- 


tyrs. You can pafs over all thefe good conditions of your 


fucceflors, and not concern yourfelves with them at all. All 
the world knows this well enough of you, and yet you can 


‘Then the doctor read again: | ea 
The fourth point is, Holy church hath determined, that 


it is meritorious for a Chriftian to go on pilgrimage to 
ne! places ; and there fpecially to worfhip the holy reliques, 
an 


images of faints, apoftles, martyrs, confeflors, and all 


other faints befides, approved by the church of Rome. Sir, 
what fay youtothis®@ 


Whereunto Lord Cobham anfwered, I owe them no fer- 
vice by any commandment of God; and therefore I intend 
not to fpeak to them for your covetoufnefs. It is a won- 
derful thing, that the faints that are row dead, fhould become 
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{fo covetous and needy, and thereupon fo bitterly beg, who 
all their life long hated both covetoufnefs and begging. 

And this I further declare unto you, and I would have all 
the world obferve it, how that with your fhrines and idols, 
your feigned abfolutions and pardons, you draw unto your- 
felves the fubftance, wealth, and chief pleafures of all Chrif- 
tian realms. 

Then there arofe a long debate of fome of the doctors, and 
others, with Lord Cobham, about image-worfhip, in which | 


_ they could not agree. | 


Then the archbifhop told Lord Cobham, that he had 
{fpoken feveral evil things againft the clergy to their fcan- 
dal, giving thereby an evil example to the commonalty: 
and that they had hitherte{pent much time with him in vain, © 
and that they muft now come to a fhort iffue in the matter 5 
and he muft refolve with himfelf,-whether he would fubmit 
to the holy church, or throw himfelf into the greateft danger. 

The Lord Cobham anfwered, I know not to what pure 
pofe I fhould fubmit: you have much more offended me, 

than I ever offended you, in troubling me before this mul- 
-titude. 


_ Then faid the archbifhop again unto him, We once again 


require you to remember yourfelf well, and to have no 


other manner of opinion in thefe matters, than the univerfal 
faith and belief of the holy church of Rome hath: and fo, 
like an obedient child, return again unto the unity of your 
mother. See to it, I fay, in time; for yet you may have_ 
remedy ; whereas anon it will be too late. | 
Then the Lord Cobham faid exprefsly before them all, | 
will no otherwife believe in thefe points, than that 1 have 


told you heretofore; do with me what you will. 


Then faid the archbifhop, Well, I fee we muft do as the 


_ law requires, we muft proceed to the definitive fentence, and © 


both judge you and condemn you fora heretic. 
_ Then the archbifhop ftood up, and read the definitive 
fentence accordingly, and all the elergy and laity ftood bare- 
headed while it was reading. __ rat 
After fentence was ‘read, the Lord Cobham faid, Though 
you judge my body, which is but a vile thing, yet 1 am fure 
you can do me no hurt as to my foul, no more than Satan 
could do the foul of Job. He that created that, will of his 
infinite mercy and promife fave it; I have no manner of 
doubt thereof. And as to the articles before rehearfed, I 
will ftand to them even to the very death, by the grace of my 
cternal God, | 
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Then he turned him to the people, and cafting his hands 
abroad, faid with a loud voice, Good Chriftian people, for 
God’s love beware of thefe men, for elfe they will beguile 


u, and lead you blind-fold to hell with themfelves ; for 
-Chrift faith plainly unto you, “ If one blind man leads 


ther they will both fall into the ditch.”’ 
After this, he fell on his knees, and prayed earneftly ta 
_ God to forgive his perfecutors, if it were his bleffed will, 
Then he was delivered to Sir Robert Morley, who carried 
him back tothe tower, where he continued a while, and then 
he ‘made ‘his efcape from thence. Whilft he was abroad, he 


was out-lawed as a traitor: and the king put forth a procla-. 


mation to fearch for him, and apprehend him, and promifed 
ga reward to whofoever fhould take him. 


_ After four years time, the Lord Powis caufed him to be — 


- apprehended in Wales, and fent him bound to London, in 
uber, | 


” And on Tuefda » the 14th of December, the parliament : 
being fitting, Sir John Oldcaftle, of Cowling, in the county 
of Kent, and Lord Cobham, being out-lawed in the Court 


_ of King’s-Bench, and excommunicated by the Archbifhop 


_of Canterbury, was brought before the Houfe of Lords, wha » 
heard his convictions read, and he anfwering nothing in his — 
. excufe, they adjudged, that he fhould be taken as a traitor to 


the king and realm, and carried to the tawer of London, and 


from thence brought through Lendon unto the new gallows 
in St. Giles’s, without Temple-bar, and there be hanged, — 
and burned hanging; whieh ‘was accordingly executed with 


igreat feverity. 


AND ESSAYS. 


Te Qo the Editor of the General Baptifi Magazine. 
SIR, 


If you think the following hints ‘will, in any degree, ferve 
you are at liberty to give them 


the caufe of Jefus Chrift, 
aplace in your Magazine: 


A SHORT fketch of.a ferthon preached at the time of 
collecting in one of our churches, for the young capa 
un 
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Want is at home, our neighbours, our relations, our fami 
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fund.—From St. Luke x. 2. * Therefore faid he unto them, 
«“ The harveft truly is ‘great, but the labourers are few: — 
“ pray ye therefore the Lord of the harveft, that he ‘would 
fend forth labourers into his harveft.” . 

Introdu€tion on the truths and inftruétions of Chrift. Luke 
ix. 57-62 and x. x. I. On the Nature and Greatnefs of 


this Harveft. II. On the Labourers in this Harveft. III. On 


ptaying to the Lord to fend Labourers into this Harveft. 

. On the Nature of this Harveft.—The word harveftis | 
ambiguous, and may be confidered in the following fen- 
fes——1 A time of gathering in the ripe fruits of the earth. 
How bufy and induftrious’ the hufbandman and others at — 
this feafon: how culpable are the indolent!—2 A_ people 


difpofed to hear the word of God, Matt. ix. 37, 38. Joha 


iv. 35. ‘Perfons fo inclined, will be as an harveft of fouls 
gathéred into the church of God on earth, and heaven the 
garner of Ged above. When fouls dnd eternity are rcfleéted 
upon, who would not be induftrious at fuch a time as this 2 
And how inexcufable the perfon, profeffing to know the value 
of ‘religion, who neglects to ufe any means in his power, 
efpecially when there is a difpofition in the people to hear? 
+—3 A day of vengeance, Jer. li. 33. Rev. xiv. 15. Whe 
‘would not ftand in trembling awe of fuch a day ?-—4. The’ 
end of the world, Matt. xiii.30. How dreadful this; whet, — 
compared with Matt. xiii. 40—42. Who would not be on 
their guard, left this day fhould come on them at a time 
when they are not aware ?—But we haften to the = 
d, 


| princip ally before us, iQ. a people willing to be inftru 


converted, and gathered into heaven, the eternal garner of God, 

II, The greatnefs of this harveft—1. Not wheat, nor 
any of the fruits of the earth, however neceflary, ufeful, . 
and valuable, but fouls,-never dying fouls.—2. Not of a 
few only, but it refpects the fouls of all mankind. What an 
harveft this!—3. On being taught and inftructed into the 
kingdom of God, the eternal ftate of immortal fouls depends, 
Oh, how important is the gofpel harveft day !—-4. Refle& 
on the eternal joys and pains of faints and finners, till your 
very fouls feel the greatnefs of this harveft. Fupther, refleét 
onthe greatnefs of this harveft in our day and neighbout- 
hood. How much better might our houfes be fupplied, had 
we more and better minifters? How many more doors 
might be opened had we minifters to ferye them? "This 


yea, and our own fouls too. Who would not ftrive in fuch 
@ cafe as this? And for helps in this cafe our Lord direGted 
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his fervants then to pray, and if neceffary then, furely it is 
neceflary now; and to ftrive, as well as pray or prayer 
will avail but little; but more of this by and rer 
- HII. On the Labourers in this Harveft, i. e. the minifters 
of the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 1 Cor. vi. 9. 2 Cor. 
vi. 1. This work is a labour indeed, 1. That praying 
defire of heart that every gofpel miniiter feels for the prof- 
perity of his people in religion. 2. That ftudious prepara- 
tion of the different fubjects in divine truth, that he may give - 
to every foul a portion of meat in due feafon. 3. In jour- 
neying from place to place, day and night, and at all feafons. 
4 ‘Theexhaufting labours of preaching, four, fix, or eight 
times in a week, amidit all the fatigues and perplexities of 
a commercial life. 5. And what is yet harder, to labour 
pnder the painful reflection at times, “ I have laboured in 
* vain, and {pent my ftrength for nought;” and that my 
friends are become my “ enemies, becaufe I tell them the 
¢ truth.”” O, labour hard, very hard: Jabour with our own 
hearts and lives, that we don’t pull down with our hands 
what we build with our tongues. 7. With the afflicted in 
all the various complicated fituations in which a minifter is 
_ called to affift his members and friends, by night and by day. 
$. With diforderly walkers to inftru€t, admonifh, and re- 
prove. This is a labour, and painful labour too; but it is 
what every miniftér muft, more or Jefs, experience. Now, 
brethren, are your minifters eafy gentlemen, or the verieft 
drudges, in the great harveft of your fouls’ 
5 ew praying the Lord of the Harveft.—Prayer is. 
- .° the offering up the longing defires of our hearts unto God 
gor the bleffings we feel the need of, accompanied with our — 
- own endeavours to obtain the bleffings for which we pray. 
Do we defire, do we long for more and abler labourers in 
the great harveft of religion? ‘Then pray to God for thefe. 
But remember that, God does not make the hufbandman, — 
the labourer, the artificer, the furgeon, the lawyer, &c. &c. 
‘by miracle. Do you expect prayer alone to bring you — 
Jabourers in the haryeft, or to accomplifh your children in 
the fine arts? Surely not. Why then fhould he thus make 
_ the minifter? It is God that gives talents, ftrength, &c. 
When you have difcovered thefe, you know what to put 
your children to; but you expect God’s gifts to be im- 
proved by art. It is God that gives ftrength, difpo- 
fition and grace to minifters; and when this is feen, we 
_wifh to give them the help I plead for, to improve thafe 
. gifts which God has given, but not to make ee 
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Now this improvement muft be by by 
If you think it is by miracle, pray, pray fervently, pray only, 
wait the If by affift, for God and 
religion’s fake, in the procuring and perpetuating thefe means. 
In order then to the young minifter obtaining this aififtance 
it is neceflary, 1. that there be fome time for retirement from 
the world for ftudy, that the mind may be furnifhed with 
wifdom for fo great a work; but this cannot be without 
fome expence, and if you pray confiftently, you will contri- 
bute too. 2. To have the affiltance of a wife, pious, found, 
and faithful tutor, muft lay a good foundation in the mind. 
Let us make ufe of this help while we have it. 3. A guide 
and inftructor in the arts is neceflary ; then why not in the 
miniftry of the gofpel? 4. A book fo deep and extenfive as 
the Bible; a caufe as extenfive as the wosld and eternity; aGod 
to ferve ; the world, flefh and devil to oppofe ; hell to efcape; , 
heaven to obtain. What manner of perfons ought minifters 
of the gofpel to be who take the lead in this great work? 
Ought not the grace of God that is in them, to be affifted 
and ftrengthened by every means that nature, art, education, 
&c. &c. can afford? And will you, who pretend to with 
for the {pread of the gofpel, and the enlargement of the king- 
dom of God, and think you pray for minifters too, I fay, 
will you withold your fhilling, guinea, or whatever is necef- 
it fary to further fuch a work? God forbid! 7 
Bey tne May the God of heaven blefs and profper this great work 
ie to the advancement of his caufe, for Chrift the Redeemei’s 
| fake. Amen. | 
_ PS. The above difcourfe was followed by a very hand- 
fome fubfcription, which gives reafon to hope, that it ufefully 
affected the minds of the people; but it appears very flat 
here, wanting the fire and animation of delivery. If, Sir, 
A you will correct the above, and make it fit for the public eye, 
it will give very great pleafure to a conftant reader of your 
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Magazine. 


To the Editor of the General Baptifi Magazine. 


SIR, 


HAVING feen in your ufeful mifcellany, No. XIII. vol. 
Il. page 33, the following query, figned C. N. “ Isit con- 
iMtent with {cripture, for a perfon to have the office of an 
cider who is incapable of teaching in public, though other- 
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this word in r Tim. v. 1. “ | 
© treat him as a father, and the younger men as brethren.” 
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wife well qualified?” I iubmit the following remarks to the 
confideration of your young correfpondent; and thofe who 


may feel any hefitation in their minds, refpecting the line of 


conduct they ought to adopt. | 
It is frequently very neceflary, in order to remove obfcu- 
rity. from amy term or fubject, to confider it’s primitive fig- 


_nification. ‘This may give us a little affiftance in our pre- 
‘fent enquiry. 


Fhe Greek word (weecfuregos) primarily fignified a per- 
fon more advanced in years: hence an saad -perfon was 
called an elder ; this will appear by confulting Luke xv. 25. 

hn Vii g, in which places the fame word is ufed, and the | 
fenfe of which we cannot miftake. ‘There is fome reafon to 
believe that this is principally, if not wholly, the fenfe of 

not an elder, but en- 


The fame word is ufed in verfe 2, only in a plural form, 
where it can be defigned only to exprefs age. Whitby fays, — 
* the diftinction here of ages and fexes, feems to plead for 
this fenfe.”’ He likewife mentions Chryfoftom, ‘Theodoret, 
&c. as being of this opinion. 
_ Age being the primary fenfe of prefbuteros, occafioned the 

Jewith fanhedrim to be called in Greek by that name; be» 
caufe that great council was principally compofed of aged 


_ men, reputable for wifdom and probity. This may illuftrate 


feveral paflages where the term elder, or elders, of the people, 
is mentioned ; for, in thofe places, the Jewifh fenators are 
intended, being elders not only by age, but by dignity and 
_ sIf we enquire further, we fhall find, according to Whitby, 


@hat there. were others, cog the Jews, who were called 


elders. ‘Thefe elders were of two forts, fuftaining diftin& — 
offices; fome being ordained to rule in the fynagogue, and | 
ethers to expound the fcriptures. -Thefe offices were pre- 
ferved feparate; and thefe elders were chofen by the common 
fuffrage of the people, and fet apart to the offices above- 
_A fimilar practice feems to have prevailed in the primitive 
church, both with refpect to. the manner of chufing elders, 


and the ends for which they were chofen. 


_ ‘That men of approved piety and wifdom have been folemnly — 
ordained, .i. e. fet mares both to teach and rule in different | 
churches, is very clear, from fevera} places in the New Tef- 


> 


tament, particularly from Acts xiv. 23. Tit. 1.5. In 
. Xiv. 2% the word rendered erdain, ee 
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by liftin ihe hand, as.is common on fuch occafions. 
fe elder thus were’ a ointed to and 
elt Brethrefi ‘Actordirig to their ‘ability: view" of a. 
elder, we have fifilarity) 
“@fice OF an elder inthe Chriftian ‘chutch aiid'that 
hé church of. Appear “mn 
1 double Capa city; 3 One bh Botti 
hat elders both and riled ;-atid, that’ otWiéts 
evident.from.t Tim. _for.in 


intimates, that of thefe did not in the 

and doctuine. 
Since the fo. clearly diinguithes between thofe who’ 
ie laboured in the miniftry, and thofe who only ruled in the 
church; we feem to have certain evidende, that there were 
. _ fome in the Ephefian church, who were ordained to take an 
| active part in ruling -the “church, -without labouring in the 
| word and doétrine. 
It might de, figgefted,. that.‘ thefe elders itiot! labouring, 
proof,.that they /had no, minifterial abilities 4 
have abilities, exércife, them 4”. but we {carcely 
‘fuppofe the church .at E phefus would fister fuch ufeful men 
to coéhtinue anattives ‘Allowi ‘However, that .this might-be 

- the cafe, which is véry improbable, it.ftell remains clear, that 

man nay be.an elder inthe church Chik: adtibg 


in the. of a minifter.. 
If agée:and refpe&tability. in. the church were fafficienc 


_ Ves..to. conftitute. a man. dn. elder, ,thén, ofdination: is 
wholly unneceflaty. But, if an’ important 
office. in the charch of Chrift; thén.we fee .itite. the, propriéty 

folemnly. fetting men; apart: forsdo .wérk;. and: re 

alfo fee -into the pertinency of ithe:a Pim. 
17. for dt isvextreriely neceflary, the Chutch thould 
obferve the canduct of thofe who were.fet over it;,and amply 
reward 'thole who fuftained the: mot laborious who 


‘ What thefe elders, were ord; ind is ne Here ‘ ed; 
they. might be Appointed to. ru OF Both. 1 to 
Tule: this as.1 may, . we Te ari that Qrdinatio 


ecellary in order to conftitute 4, man an ¢ 
x. 


as hece 


Vol. IT, 


| 
| | 
| this paflage, the apoitle exhorts, that the elders who ruled 
well, fhoulde;gounted worthy, of doyble honour, efpeciall | 

' 
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. Itis yery probable, that thofe who defire fatisfaCtory in- 
- formation concerning the -office of an elder, thay feel them, 
_ felves as much at a lols, after they have perufed thefe obfer- 
"vations, as they were before, nay, perhaps more fo; but if 
_any thing has been faid that will give any fatisfaction to the 
querift and.his friends, or excite fome other perfon to invef- 
tigate this fubject, and fet it in a clearer light, the end which 


the writer of thefe remarks has had in view will, in a grea ] 
: 


HISTORY OF THE NEW CONNECTION. OF GENE= 
(Continued from page 58.) 
divifion of the churches in 1760, Barton, 


> 


glefcoat,‘Ratby and Hinckley, with feveral other villages, 
connected in one-congregation, ‘and diftinguifhed by the 
iz ‘name of Barton church... The minifters over this church 
_. ‘were Samuel-Deacon, of Ratby; John Whyatt, of Barton, 
it and. Joha Aldridge, of Hugglefcoat. In a little time, Wil- 
if liam Smith, of Longford, and George Hickling, of Coftock, 


| 
| in Nottinghamfhire, began to. preach, and were pretty well 
i - approved; particularly the latter. For fometime the church 
| was comfortable, and had the ordinance of the. Lord’s fupper, 
+ alternately, at Barton and Hugglefcoat.. Preaching began at 
. Longford, and a great.and effectual door was opened for the 
- General Baptifts, and there were many adverfaries. They 
found it to erect a meeting-houfe, and many 
_ appeared to be added tothe Lord.* For fome time the mem- 
‘ bers came monthly to Barton and Hugglefcoat, to attend the 
ordinances, though the average diftance was about twenty 
miles. This diftance, with feveral local circumftances, made 


. 


. A-little. hefore this a meeting-houfe was erefted at Hug- 

| i gi com, by the united efforts of the members of the church, 

| , and of the friends to the General Baptifts in that neighbour- 

at hood, which in the year 1797 was taken down, and rebuilt on ' 
a largerfcale, andinamoreclegantform. 
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-mas-day; unlefs 


fagely obferviitg, that the Lord’s work’ fhould done‘oni the 
Lord’s ow | 
fo to this day. 


Bave the church a ‘gréat d 
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jt appear. neceflary to divide. In 1766, therefore,, they mu- 


- tually agreed to become two churches. Barton, Hugglefcoat, 
Kathy to be one, and Hinckley and Longford the 
other.. Meffrs. Smith and Hickling, both refiding at Long- 
ford, were ordained joint paftors over Hinckley arid Lorigford 
church. Mefirs. Deacon, Whyatt, and Aldridge coritinued 
to be the paftors of Barton,church., aes | 
A difference in opinion now:appeared concerning the active 
and paflive righteoufnefs of our Lord Jefus Chrift. ‘This 
difference of opinion occafioned contention and ftrife, and 
« the beginning of ftrife is as when one letteth otit water: 
therefore” it is beft to “ leave off contention before it be méd= 


and 


dled with.” But this advice was not attended to in thé pre- 
fent cafe. Mr. Aldridge was very unhappy on this. account, 
fo indeed were the reft. As the matter could not be féttled 


to Mr. A’s fatisfaftion, and as he had long eritertained doubts 


_ concerning his call to the miniftry, he declined the work, and 
became a private member, and fo continued to his dyi 


day, 


which happened on April 2, 1795, after being a very'rs 


_ able member more than §0 years. 


There were now only Mefirs. Deaton and Wh att minif\ 


ters of Barton church. In this ftate it continued for a confi- 


derable time, when a fubjeét of a particiilar’ nature was 
thought on, and laid before the church. It was this: That 


+ as the minifters were poor men, and had nothing to fubfift 
‘on but the fruits of their induftry, and on acéount of 
‘preaching they loft a ‘good deal of time, and were at ton- 
fiderable expence, they ought to have fore pétuniaty affift- 


ance, The church fell into it unanimoufly, arid’ there were 
four extra church meetings in the year appointed, on which 


this bufinefs was to be attended to, with other circtimftances 
_of a fecular nature. The days appointed were, New Candle- 
_imas-day, New New Laminas-day; and New Martinz 
ey happened on a Sunday. For fome years 
_ the meetings were held on thefe days ; but it was fréquently 
inconvenient for a niiinber of the membets to attend; efpé- 
Gially as it was to part with money, arid the dbjéct was ‘not 
obtained to the degree which was wifhed. To remedy this, 
brie of the aged members ‘propoféd, that the méetitigs: be 


held on the fecond Sunday after the days above-named ¢ 


own day. It was fettled to be fo By the church; ‘and 


About the year 1768, a circtimftance happened 
éal of pain’ and “4 ‘great deal of 
2 “trouble. 


~ — 


« 
4 
/ 


~ 


« 


excellent qualifications for preac and, gate this. be 


trouble, Ons of the paftér 


tim aes ad im on “tho 
minifte the’ Connéction were emp plo ed in’ ris 
in the affair? much Caution ‘and arancé 
the matter epee intbletable and Bich 


to reclai im him 
ed: it was eet 
n fine, he was ! 


the from the ch 


meéans fed} had not 


father yorfe. than bett 


as a time 


AMONE .OUFIELY on wha it. were figns of repentance ; 
what. was a fudicient confeffion of a man in fuch a cafe, and 
whe at difcipline int this matter, had a very 
unitin ng the dedple. “We alfo found it difficu 
Upply ir the Thete things 
it, on the whole and cloudy feafon With’ 
Siow neceflary thofe who. nam the name of Jefus to 
from inigulty, to their light fhint before 
men. 
Mr.. “Deacon. ‘was now ‘the and ‘the: work 


too much for him to ‘do with comfort and propriety. 


Our ¢ apels, were fometimes fhu ut Up ; ‘and when open 


‘times fupplied with ho ‘Were rather a grief th 
conflat the judicious ef the con ‘he 
caute evic an to decline, and the church to’ hang 
er about the beginning’ ‘of Mr 
ates, of Hu who fometime ago hdd feceded 

1 this. joined "Particular Bapti! “church at 
| eturne toy He had beg gan to. .preacl eccafion-. 

‘with derable acceptance ‘Barton and 


a bout one and was then 


t Facon, . e of r éfreth 


W.ilived at and i in the neighb. thaod, fe- 
years after, this fall. ‘He man who pofic howe 

ting 
Was aman plmoit univertally loved, It is hop ed ‘hat he 


$ re ¢ divi e fav d he dled im 
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“up her head with joy, and to-fing days of her 


© 


youth. “But, alas! on December 16, 17735 he died; inthe 
a ty-fixth year e, and left a’ pregiiant wife and 


iirty-fixth year of his age | 

ve fmall c dren. ‘He had not been ordained quite one 
year. This was a ftroke indeed! Now we were diftrefled 
exceedinely! We could not tell what to do! ‘But the great 
and goa Sh pherd ftill cared for us, and inclined the churches 
around to pity and to help us. Melbourn, Kegworth, 
Loughborough, and Hinckley, all united to affift us im ‘the 
miniftry.' For two or three years we were thus carried on 
and fupported under our burden, But the diftance of the 
churches which helped us, made: it difficult for the minifters 
with frequency, regularity, and perfeverance to attend, efpe- 
cially in*bad “So we were often difappointed. 
~ "In this feafon of diftrefs, we caft our eyes round to fee 


bouting churches, and we had confiderable hopes af Mr. 
Benjainin Wootton, a promifing young man in the: church 
of Kegworth, and endeavoured, ‘by thé beft méans in our 
power, td obtain his remove to Barton, But the church did 


ful members had alfo, for fome time, been endeavour- 
ing to fup; iy the vacant opportunities with meetings for 
prayer, readihg the fcriptures, &c: which meetings: were 
pretty well attended, and perhaps pretty well . cotiducted ; 
the iffug brought forward Mr.-Saniuel Deacon, junior, 
fon of ‘their aged paftor: “He was foon requefted to keep 
the regular meetings alternately with his father, &c. which 


former fituation. 


th opinion and affection. ‘In’ the y 


was ordained, the church -has been:pretty prof- 


as M’. ‘John Deaton, minifter of the chirch at Leiceftér ; 


Mgr, William Yates, eldeft fon of the late Mr. John Yates, 


| 
| 


if we could obtain a young minifter from any of ‘the neigh-— 


i 


not c oofe to part with him. ‘Several of our mof thought- 


Pet ous, united ‘atid happy confiderable number of young 


| 
4 
| was done to the latislattion of the whole Body. 
: _ This was an event of confiderable importance to the 
church, on feveral accounts. They were “hereby releafed 
Fan from a confiderable expence in obtiinirg minifters, and fup- 
d ‘conftantly than'waS poffible in their 
one circumffance demands 
netice. His’ preaching happil united the’ church; which 
nce the affair of Mir. Whvatt. ‘hac begn confiderably divided 
3779) hie ‘was ordained 
| —_ cr the church at Barton, 
and has had a principal part'in’ the overfight’ of it to the 
| Pprefent momen 
Si > he 
| 
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‘but he died before he had fpoken much in public;. Mri 
_ ‘Thomas Orton, the prefent minifter over the young church | 
at Hugglefcoat; Mr. Thomas Yates, (of whom Mrs. Yates _ 
‘was pregnant when Mr. Yates died) minifter of the church 
at Deritend, near. Birmingham; Mr. Jacob Brewin, of 
_-Odftone, and Mr. Jofeph Goadby, of Market Bofworth; | 
both affiftant preachers at Barton. Thefe young minifters 
- jwere raifed up. in the church at Barton, except Mr. T. 
Yates, who was a member at Cauldwell, though he refided 
fome confiderable time at Hugglefcoat while training up for 
the work ofthe miniftry 
the 1792, Mrs.“Aldridge of Hugglefcoat, impofed 
five pounds a year for ever an an eftate which fhe poffefles _ 
at Burton on the Woulds, near Loughborough, towards the 
fupport of a minifter or minifters of the church at Barton © 


-and Hugglefcoat: and in cafe of divifion of the. church, to 
-be equally divided between the minifters of each church. 
‘This is fettled on truft, and inrolled in the high Court of 
‘Chancery. The church alfo, near the fame time, raifed a 
fum of money and put it out on intereft, the income of 
‘which was to be added to the principal, to accumulate, and 
to be a permanent fund. The income of this money, after 


‘the death of the prefent minifters, is alfo intended for the 
ufe of a future miniftry. But this money is not yet fettled 


In I 97, 4 new meeting-houfe was ereéted at Hugglef- 


and about one hundred of the members formed themfelves 


fion of Barton and Hugglefcoat, the church of Barton bought 


_g@ {pot of ground at Barlefton, and have erected a {mall meet- 
ing-houfe thereon, which is well attended with hearers, They 
have now bought about half an acre of ground at Barlefton, 
and are going to build a dwelling-houfe on it, at prefent for 


the ufe of Mr. Jacob Brewin, and for the church’s ufe here> 


after, as it may have oceafio 


ded to the original burying-ground. 


‘coat. ‘Towards this, the church fub{cribed about 25ol.* In | 
3998, the church divided into two feparate congregations, 


‘into a church at Hugglefcoat, which now goes by the name | 
of Hugglefcoat church. Mr. Thomas Orton is their minifter, 
_but not yet ‘ordained over them.. About the time of the divi- | 


 * This is the fecond meeting-houfe at Hugglefcoat: the firft 
was rather too {mall and incommodious, and alfo had.a 
gity of burying-ground. So it was taken down and rebuilt, 
. and a piece of land ad 
Thus 
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Thus has the General Baptift church at Barton been 
tried, affifted, fupported and bleffed, by an indulgent Deity. 
In almoft all expenfive cafes, in which other churches have 
needed affiftance, fhe has cheerfully taken part in their fa- 
vour, and though fhe has had man heavy expences to fuftain 
on her own account, we believe fhe has never had affiftance 
therein from any of the other churches. We have at this 
time fome heavy burdens which lie upon us, and which will 
| take confiderable time and exertion to remove; yet, we truft, 
through divine affiftance, that we fhall be able to extricate 

ourfelves from our difficulties. And though in the late divi- 
fion we have loft feveral of our moft active and opulent 
members, we do not defpair, for our God whom we ferve, 
and who has helped fo much and fo long, is ftill able to help 
We had, before we divided from Hugglefcoat, Auguft 19, 
1798, about 260 members. We have {ince baptized and re- 
ceived four, and have about ten candidates for fellowfhip with 
us. We preach at Ratby, Bagworth, Barlefton, Bofwerth, 
-Congerftone, and Odftone, but Barton is the central place, 
We break bread on the firft Lord’s day in every month, and 
-are now united and happy. In the courfe of the laft ten or 
twelve years we have received about one hundred and eigh 
-members, and have the pleafing profpect of additional] in- 
creafe. For all which mercies we blefs the everlafting God, 
the inexhauftible fountain of every good; and we pray that » 
his kingdom may come with power and great glory, and thae 
his caufe may flourifh in this neighbourhood, even unto the 
end of the world. Amen, 


% 
ip 
} 


: ‘The Writer of the Baptift Hiftory thankfully acknow.. 
i ledges the receipt of the above.communication from his bra. 
ther, Mr. 5, D. affifted by his venerable father, and the more 
‘fo, as it came in a form which rendered it upneceflary to 
tranfcribe, or make any confiderable alterations. I¢ cannot 
be the lefs acceptable as coming immediately from the paftors 
of the church, whofe hiftory is given, as it leaves no doubt 
- refpecting the truth of the narration, or regfon to regret the 
gmiffien of many important facts, | 
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REMARKS ON WRITERS, IN 


t 


; the Editor of the Dapiift Mavazines 


He needs not their condolence, He.is happier. in his. belief, 


“than they can be.in their unbelief, however they may pretend 


"to the contrary. ‘There does pot appear to be. mach  kind- 


nefs, or even in,their -attempts, nor advantage 
« religion ; it is equally neceflary to.every rank,in life; it is — 
“the poor man’s pillow, the rich man’s couch; it teaches 
“each to. bear with patience and refignation. the ills.that 


_rifing from. their fuceels. 


their refpective tations ;— and what ftation in life 


from ills ? Te is man’s. greatelt éomfort there 

Whatever they, who live in eafe and affluence, may think of © 

Friendly endeavours, the poor mun has but little caufe to 


in Zttemptitig to ‘deprive him of it 


“thi 


there Frienafbip: difplayed in them : inafmuch 


“fibitituting the “difquictiide of doubt and uncertainty, for 
the -canfolation of faith and hope : and even depriving him | 


of the ftrongeft incentives to patience under his complicated 


fufferings, and perfevering a¢tivity in the path of virtue. It_ | 


does not clearly appear that, if he be under a delufion, he 
will fuffer any prefent lofs by it, or will lofe any future advan. 
tage the infidel expects to enjoy; as the delusion (if it S 


4S. HE. fupercilious airs, the vain boafting, the comyaffionate- 
‘tone, andthe pretended, frieydly .intentions, which .deiftical 
Wwriters affect, .are. infutferably,difgufting ‘to. the ,ingenuous 
‘and humble, Chriftian, as equally yemote. from the fober dic- _ 
‘tates of that reafon; by whith the former profefs tobe. guided, | 
they are from the fpirit of that religion the Jatter has.¢fpouf- 
ed. Nofentible Chriftian, itis hoped will fo far.forget him- 
delf and_trath,as.ito fuffer fuch pretences to affect, his.tnind. 


they térid to deprive him of his only fourte of comfort 
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one) is of fo pleafing a nature, and is fo powerful a fweet- 
ener of the numerous and unavoidable ills of lifes; and at the 
‘conclufion of it; what advantages will his belief deprive 
~ him of, on the principles of fcepticifm? May not one of 
this defcription ftep forward, and with the reateft propri- 
ety addrefs them in the behalf of himfelf and his numerous 
brethren, in fome fuch language as the following f—— 
« Barbarous men! you profefs to be the efpoufers of an en- 
lightened and liberal philofophy, and to execrate the op- 
© preflors of mankind ; who impoverifh us by their exactions, 
© and diminifh our numbers by their deftru€tive quarrels. But 
© you are acting towards us a more cruel part than they. 
: They deprive us of temporary comforts only, and plunge — 
“us into temporary forrows ; but you are attempting to ex- 
© tinguifh our hopes, and to divert our aims of obtaining 
“fweet oblivion of our cares, our anxieties, and our fuffer- 
“ings in the delicious profpect of a future happy -exiltence ; 
“and of fecuring a remuneration of all our troubles and 
© loffes ina -ftate beyond the grave. You tell us our notions 
“are fuperftitious, our expectation vain, our profpe& delu- 
© five, and our endeavours fruitlefs. Under the~preflure of 
“indigence and affliction, we have fought’ for fupport and 
“encouragement to that book we have-been taught-to regard 
© as the word of God. On this we reft our hopes, and from — 
‘this we derive our confolation. Here we are told that, 
© Verily there is a reward for the righteous; that the peni- 
®tent and obedient have forgivenefs, enjoy divine favour, 
© and fhall mever perifh; that they who by patient continu- 
ance in well doing, feek for glory, honour and immor- - 
© tality, fhall be rewarded with eternal life; that-God is no 
© refpecter of perfons ; that he regards men according to cha- 
© raéter or moral worth, and not according to external ap- 
¢ pearance or circumf{tance; that he will make affliétions and 
“ troubles fubfervient to our everlafting good, &c. &c. Had 
© it not been for fuch declarations and promifes, our hearts 
© would have fickened, our heads would have drooped, and 
“ we fhould have been completely overwhelmed. Under 


& Th’ oppreflor’s. wrong, the proud man’s. contumely, 
The infolence of office,.and the f{purns. 
“¢ "That patient merit of th’ unworthy takes.” 


© We might have abandoned our minds to impatience, and 
‘our lives to intemperance and refiftance. -Our enjoyments ~ 
© of an earthly nature are much circumfcribed and narrowed — 
by PY, the encroachments of others; and our profpeét of bet- 

Vol. II. ‘ tering 
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‘tering our condition in. this world, are almoft hopelefs, 
‘ Why then do you feek to undermine our faith’ Why de- 


€prive us of hope? Why extinguifh our lamp, blaft our 
€ profpect, fhut up the only remaining fource of confolation, — 
¢ and plunge us into the abyfs of defpair? The book you 


¢ tell us is a fable, teaches us fupremely to love, and habit. 
‘ ually to worfhip and ferve God; to be juft and benevolent, 
‘ patient and forgiving. It relieves our confciences under,a 


‘ fenfe of guilt ; not by reprefenting our crimes as mere pec. . 


© cadillos, beneath the notice of the Divine Being; but by 
‘.affuring the penitent of full forgivenefs through Raich in an 
€ all-fufficient Mediator and Saviour. In a word, it pro- 
* mifes, as the appropriate reward of perfevering godlinefs,a 
* ftate of immortality. What have you to fubftitute in the 


© place of that book equally confolatory and efficient? We 


© cannot afford years of leifure to cultivate our intellectual 
“ powers, and try what reafon alone will enable us to trace 


outs or, to make ourfelves adepts in your difcordant fyf- 


© tems of moral philofophy, which differ fo widely in defining 
“ the principle or foundation of morals. If we would, they are 
© deftitute of thofe powerful motives which are neceflary to 
© give them effect, and which fo much abound in the Bible. 
* Our labours, our cares, our numerous and neceffary avo- 


_“ cations, leave us only a few cafual hours to learn our duty 


“to God, td ourfelves, and to our fpecies: and to acquire 
« thofe difpofitions which contribute to the happinefs of focial, 
‘and the advantage of civil life. We want inftruction lefs 
“ complex, lefs uncertain, more intelligible, and more ex- 
“ prefs and precife than what your fy{tems afford us, and 


* better fuited to our capacities and opportunities. “The Bible, 


“which you fo greatly difparage, offers us this inftriction, 
and you are cruelly endeavouring to bereave us of it. Ceafe 


* your mercilefs efforts; make no more pretences of friendly, 


> regard. Such friendfhip would be our bane. Your com- 


_ © paffion is like that of the ravenous beaft, which is faid to 
“weep over the victim it is going to devour. While you. 


¢ affect to weep over our misfortunes, you are treacheroully 
| to devour our choiceft comforts.’ 


Muc 


morals; and that a revelation from God is quite unneceflary; 
and that it’s being unneceflary, forms a prefumptive argu- 
thent againft it. But to determine this matter fairly and 
accurately, we muit go back to times antecedent to the 
Chriftian era. The writings of unbelicvers who have lived 


has been faid of the /ufficiency of the tight of nature 


and human reafon, to guide us in matters of religion and 
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fince that period, and particularly the modern fyftems of é 


: morals, cannot, in reafon, be deemed a proper {pecimen of 
—thofe: powers: as they have been drawn up under the fun- 


fhine of revelation, which has fhed it’s influence on life, on 


general manners, and on our modes of thinking. Hence the 


fuggeftions of revelation have been miftaken for the deduc+ 
tions of reafon. ‘This light, which is purely a reffec?ion, has 


been confidered as unborrowed and native; and many, from ~ 


a long familiarity with revelation have become infenfible of 
it’s effects, or do not pofflefs liberality enough to acknowe 
ledge the obligation. By an habitual acquaintance with the 
“ sofpel, it’s principles have become fo incorporated with 
“the fentiments of nature, to which they are affimilated, 


“that it is difficult to diftinguifh them. * Hence the modern | 


“ inquirer’ into fubjects conneéted with morals, ‘¢ has the 


“advantage of the ancients; he enters on his fubject with 
“a train of ideas which he has imperceptibly imbibed; and 
“no wonder if better fuccefs be the refult of better infor- 
““ mation. A man who explores a dubious path, will find 
“an eafier paflage through it by twilight, for having tra- 
“ verfed it in open day.”” What was the condition of the 
moft civilized nations in their moft enlightened periods, in 


a religious point of view, where ng revelation: exiited ? 


What were their notions of the Deity? What were their 
religious views and practice? What were their morals ? 
What their knowledge of the way to obtain forgiveneis of 
God, and their hope of a future eternal ftate of exiftence ? 
Is not certain information on thefe fubjeéts neceflary to human. 


refinement and felicity: and are not the motives which that 


knowledge aftords, needful to give effect and permanency to 
human efforts after univerfal and exalted virtue? A com< 


petent knowledge of antiquity, will, 1 prefume, prevent the 
mott fanguine infidel from rifking his caufe on a compari- 


fon of the light of nature on thefe fubjeéts, with that of | 
revelation; the former being to the latter as the faint noc- — 
turnal glimmerings of the glow-wofsm are to the effulgent — 
brightnets of the mid-day fun. Who, unaided by revela- 


tiem, ever exceeded in endowments of intelleét, * the Pla- 


“tos, the Ariftotles, the Xenophons, and the Tullys of 
® Greece and Rome?’? Where they failed, who can hope to 


- fucceed? And yet, it is well known to the intelligent and 


impartial reader, that on the fubjects above-mentioned, no- 
thing is more apparent than their ignorance and uncertainty. 
There is not, I conceive, a more unqueftionable faét than 


mat “© the fountain of living waters firft owed indeed only 


“ through 


& 
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« through the country of Fudea ; but has fince diftributed 
 @ yivulets of health and vigour through every civilized re. 
« gion of the univerfe. Nay, farther, the purer morality of 
« the later Grecian {chools, and the ftriking fuperiority dif. 
« cernible in the theories of modern times, over thofe of the 
old philofophers, afford of themfelves an incontrovertible 
. €demontftration, that the waters of Ifrael far tranfcend, in 
« falutary virtues, Arbana and Pharphar, and all the rivers 
“of 
I will conclude this letter with the following extract from | 


Vain, wretched creature! how art thou mifled 

To think thy wit thefe godlike notions bred! __ 
‘Thefe truths are not the product of thy mind, 
But dropp’d from heaven, and of a nobler kind. 
Revealed Religion firft inform’d thy fight, | 


And Reafen faw not ’till Faith fprung the light. | 

Hence all thy natural worfhip takes the fource; 
*Tis Revelation what thou think’ft difcourfe. | 
Elfe how com’ft thou to fee thefe truths fo clear, 
Which fo obfcure to heathens did appear 

Not Pilate thefe, ner Ariftotle found; sy 
Nor’ he whofe wifdom oracles renown’d.+ 

Haft thou a wit fo deep, or fo fublime? 

Or canft thou lower dive, or higher climb ? | 
Canft thou by reafon more of Godhead know bie] 
Than Plutarch, Seneca, or Cicero? cae 
‘Thofe giant wits in happier ages born, 
When arms and arts did Greece and Rome adorn an 

Knew no fach > gr no fuch piles could raife 

Of natural worfhip, built on prayer and praife, 


Iam 


Wakefield, ~“Sotrates. When the famous Oracle 
a ‘of Delphos ‘was enquired of, who was the wifeft man in Greeces 
the aniwer was, Socrates, 
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Editor of the General Baptif?( Magazine. 


; AT p. 71. vol. ii. of your ufeful Magazine, your cor- 

| refpondent, Timotheus, has repeated his Query, on John X- 

go. “I and my Father are one,” and John xiv, 28. “ My 
“ Father is greater than I,” and he has retracted the adjective 
critical, by which, I feel myfelf more liberated, or, not fo 
much difcouraged from attempting fomething of a folution. — 
I am inclined to think, that alittle may be faid on the fubject 
which may be ufeful to fome, and, it may be to Timotheus. If 

1 we can be of ufe one to another, in any little degree, the fhort 

| time we do live, it is certainly our duty tobe fo. The fub- — 

| ject is {pecially grand: grand to fuch a degree, that no mor- 
tal can fay any thing of it, with certainty, at all, but juft 
what he learns from the Holy Book. . We know nothing, 
but from the Bible, that there is a perfon called Jefus Chri, 
nor who he is, nor what he is: his relatien to God or to mans. 

- where he was before he came into this world; that he did 
come into this world: nor why he came: nor what he did: 
nor for whom he came: nor what he did for them for whom 
he came: nor whither he went, when he left our world: nor 
the {tate in which he now is: nor what he is now doing: nor. 
for whom he is engaged: what he has to do hereafter ; nor what 
he will be for ever: every tittle of information, to depend o 

in al] thefe particulars, we learn from the Bible folely. 

| oo In all thefe, and in many more particulars, which relate 
so to the bleffed Jefus, every man would have been equally ig- 

4 norant, but for the Bible. Our Wattses, Newtons, Gills, 
a) Doddridges, Ufhers, ‘Lightfoots, Seldens, bifhops, arch- 

bifhops, cardinals, popes, and all other prodigies of know- 

ledge, learning and genius, who have lived in the world thefe 

iixteen hundred years, would have been but on a level with 

the plough-boy and the ideot, in the knowledge of Chrift : 

_ the above particulars, if there had not been the Bible. I hope 
| this is well known b Sve reader of the General Baptift 


ge _ Magazine, and, for their fakes, I need not add any more as 
proof of it. But it is not fo regularly kept.in view as the rule 
of judgment by every man who fpeaks and writes of the Lord 
_ Jelus. Sometimes we are too prone to determine what and 
who the Lord Jefus is, and what he did, and for whom he 
did it by our Aobbling logic, inftead of the plain word of re- 
velation. This, I underftand,,is always wrong! §ome- 
times, for example, we have heard it faid, Jcfus cannot be 


God 


> 


on 
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God over al], becaufe he fays, his Father is greater than he. 
This is a bad way; it has done infinite mifchief! However, 


as Timotheus believes, and does not doubt the proper divinity 
of the Lord Jefus, a word is enough for him. The plain 


-flate of the cafe is this:—The divine book has afferted the 


divinity of Jefus, by giving him the names, ‘epithets, and 
titles which belong only to the adorable Jehovah, and by 
afcribing to him the attributes, perfections and works, which 
can belong to none but to the felf-exiftent God: this the holy 
writers have done a great number of times. Now, this deter- 
mines the point, in {pite of all the wit of men, efpecially, if 


we add, that, in all the divine book, this is never directly 
contradicted. If it were contradicted as plainly as it is af- 


ferted, and as often, then there would need logic and in- 
ferences, in order to reconcile, as we fay, one {cripture with 
another. | fey 
_ Some may, perhaps, fay, “ But, though it be not direly 


following remarks. Among a multitude of excellent rules to 
be obferved in expounding the facred writings, there is one, 
from which no man muft every vary: viz. Never to expound 
the fcriptures fo as if a doctrine were implied in fome places, 
exprefsly contrary to what is pofitively aflerted in other places. 
It feems evident, that from negle¢ting this rule, many, if not 


moft, of the erroneous notions of profeffing Chriftians have | 


been received, and are propagated and maintained. If this 
remark be trufe, it is a great difhonour to them that are cul- 


pable. It would be very wrong to take this liberty witha _ 
‘common author. ‘If you, Mr. Editor, fhould publifh a book © 
on any fubject, in which you fhould affert a dottrine, very - 


often, in the plaineit manner poffible, and never affert any 
thing to the contrary, and I read ft, and find fomething as [ 
think which implies a different doctrine to that which you 
pofitively afiert, and not only different, but directly oppolite, 
from which | deny the doctrine you pofitively aflert, deny it 
in your name, and do what I can to make the world believe 


that you dg not mean what _ | pofitively, but fomething — 


which you never fay, and that juft the reverfe of what you 
fay; I believe you would confider my conduct extremely 
unrighteous, at beft. This is the cafe in hand, with this 
material difference:—The holy writers who affert the divi- 
nity of Jefus are many, and never one of them denies it, or 


‘oppofes it. In the mouth ofa multitude of witneffes, all true, 


heneft, difinterefted, holy, infallible men, their word is, fure- 


contradicted, yet, the contrary is implied in“ My Father is _ 
_ € greater than I.” On this I take the liberty to make the 
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6 and the word was God. And the word was made ficth, 
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i eftablithed. Or, may we not adopt the remark of one 


of them 4s very applicable here, *¢ Let God be true, arid 


every man,” who oppofes him, ‘¢ a liar.” 


- Let Timotheus know then, that there is nothing oppofite to 
the glorious truth of our Lord’ s divinity in any part of the 


divine book. 
And alittle more will, I hope, make it evident that there 


is nothing which will appear oppofite to this glorious truth. 


We mutt, however, from what is faid above, clofely advert | 
to the facred writers, fince no mortal knows any thing at all, 
more or Iefs, to depend on, of our fubje&t, but what thefe 
writers have told him. The Lord Jefus Chrift, Paul fays, 


as concerning the flefh, came of the Father, who is over . 
«© all, God bleffed for ever, Amen,” Rom. ix. §. “ In 


‘¢ the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, 


** and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
‘as of the only ite Ai of the Father) full of grace and - 


truth,” John i. 4. 14. And thou fhalt call his name 


‘«¢ Immanuel, which, being interpreted, is God with us,” 
Matt. i. 23. ¢ God was manifeft in the flefh,” 1 Tim. 
iii. 16. ** Concerning his Son Jefus Chrift, our ‘Lord, who 
‘‘ was made of the feed of David according to the flefh. 
«© And declared to be the Son of God with power, according © 
*¢ to the fpirit of holinefs, by the refurre@tion from the dead,”’ 

Rom. i. 3, 4. You, Sir, know that there are many more 
texts of {cripture fynonimous to thefe ; but I muft not now 


tranfcribe any more. From thefe, with others, we under- 
- ftand the following myfterious fublime truths : 


That the ever adorable Lord Jefus Chrift, is both God 
and man. . Was God; is God; was with God; was 
made fiefh, &c. phrafes which can never be underftood to 
have any fettled meaning, if they do not mean as they fay, 


%¢ God manifefted in the flefh,” &c. That he exifted before 


he came into this world, both as God, and diftin® from 
God, ‘** was God, and was with God.” That the very — 


fame Being, who thus exifted, was made flefh, and dwelt 


among the holy writers and the firt Chriftians. ‘That he 
took on him the nature of man. And, to afcertain the point 
beyond all doubt, it is added, he took on him the feed of - 
Abritiatll the family of David, Was made of a woman, 
was born of 2 woman, &c. &e. 


Now, Sir, let good ‘Timotheus refreth his memory with a 


hittle on  thefe truths, and 


then, | 
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‘then, I hope, there will be no appearance, at lealt he wilt 
have no fufpicion of an appearance, of Oppofition to the glo. 


gious doctrine of our Lord’s divinity. Will it not be-eafy 


and evident to him, and to all unprejudiced as he is, that as 


the bleffed Jefus really partakes of the divine nature as above, 
fo he and his Father are one:; but that, as he is properly 


pofiefied of the human nature too, or, which is much plainer, 


as he is properly man, in this ftate his Father i 1S greater than 


he, as.John x. 30. xiv. 287° 

Perhaps it ‘may illuftrate our fubje&t a little more if we 
add, the {criptures conftantly infift on it that there is but 
one God. This has always been a fundamental article of 
the faith of good men, both Jews and Chriftians. The 


Lord Jefus canghi it exprefsly from Mofes. The apoftles 
_ taught it, and wrote it, as one of the fundamental principles 


of the Chriftian ‘creed. See Deut. vi. 4. Mark xii. 29. 
John xvii. 3. Ephef. iv. 6. 1 Tim. ii. 5 
Common fenfe then, guided by the fcripture, will eafily 


-underftand that, ‘as the Lord Jefus is God, and as there is 
bat one ‘God, he is that one_proper God ; or, as the {crip- 


ture ‘faith, *“‘ In him dwelleth all the fulnefs of the God- 


head bodily.” Jefus Chrift is not another Ged befides his 


Father. That cannot be, if there be but one God. If — 
‘there were one God before, and if Jefus were another God, 

then there would be two Gods. And then it would have 

been moft natural, fo far as we can fee, for Jefus to have 
faid, *“*-1 and my Father are two,” not one. It is well 
known that -he-does frequently fpeak of himfelf and his 
Father as two, when iis is {peaking of himfelf as the Son of 
God, ‘arid the ‘Mediator between God and: men: then it is 
yproper, and eafy to underftand, becaufe then he is, and 

{peaks -of as, the Mediator. But, when he {peaks 
~of himfelf as God, he fays, ‘* I am God and there is saa 
; aijut God and a Saviour; I and my Father are 
“one.” --IfiJcfus, as God, were a perfon, from the 

‘Father, as God, then, fo, far as common people can judge, — 


~he would be another God, and younger than his Father, 


-aind inferior to his Father ; ; and his Father would be older — 


than‘ he, and fuperior. to: him. However, as I have no 


Jearning, and: little knowledge, it behoves me to {peak 
modeftly, and to keep clofe to my Bible. The Bible never 


i fpéaks of three diftinct:perfons in Godhead. This, I reckon, 


of great tmportance ; and-I will ftrive to make it my rule: 
‘follow while i it leads me, and where it 
| nce 
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Orice more. That the adorable Jefus is both properly 
God and man, is fufficiently evident -from the fcriptures — 
already fpecified ; yet it will be of fpecial advantage to re- 
mind ourfelves and one another, that this is a great myflery. 
-Itis a great myftery in the propereft fenfe of the word myf- 
tery: we did not know, we could not have Known any thing 
of it, but for a revelation from God ; and now, though we 
know it is, yet ftill it is aftonifhingly wonderful ; and there 
are many things ftill connected with it to which we are yet 

rfect and entire ftrangers. From hence then will appear 
the abfolute neceffity of abiding by the divine word only ; 
and, in this lofty affair, not to offer to be wife above what 
is written. Paul, fenfible of this, and directed by unetring 
wifdom, feems tacitly to forbid our attempt to explain it, as 
we can do many other things; and, he feems, tacitly to 
enjoin it on us reverently to own it a great myftery. “ And, 
“ without controverfy, great is the myltery of godlinefs. 
“© God was manifeft inthe flefh.” 
- After the remarks now made, which have been as brief 

as the fubje&t would well allow, I think it advifable to add — 
alittle more, dire@ly illuftrating and folving the query. 

1, The holy writers have afcribed to Jefus every thing 
that belongs to divinitv, or which is done or poffeffed by the 
adorable, felf-exiftent Being. Théy call him God very 
often ; the God of the whole earth; God with us; God | 
manifeft in the flefh; God over all; only wife God ; God 
our Saviour; the mighty God ; true God, &c. The Lord; 
the Lord Jehovah ; the Lord our righteoufnefs ; the Lord 
God ; the only Lord God ; Lord of hofts ; Lord of lords ; 

Lord of all, &c. 

They afcribeto him, eternity, unchangeablenefs, omnipo- 
tence, omniprefence, &c. ‘They fay, He created all things ; 
He preferves and upholds all things ; He governs all things ; 
He pardons fin; He jultifies believers; He fearches the - 
heart; He fhall raife the dead ; He fhall admit to heaven 
and confign to hell ; He is able to fave to the uttermoft; He 
is above all; He isthe root of David ; He is the beginner, 
author and fource ; all the godhead dwells in Him; He is. 
equal, and one with the Father, &e.&ce. 

_Jefus fays, “ All things that the Father hath are mine.” 
The holy writers explain this, and illuftrate it much. They 
fay the Holy Ghoft is the fpirit of Jefus 3 the word is the 
word of Chrift; minifters of God are the minifters of Chrift ; 

the gofpel of God is the gofpel of Chrift ; faints of God are | 


- 


on 
* 
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the faints of Chrift; angels of God are the angels of Chrift; 
day of God the day of Chrift, and that, confequently, Chrift 
claims obedience of all. 

They attribute every part of falvation to God, and they do 


the fame to Chrift. They call the grace of God the grace of 
Chrift: faith of the gofpel the faith of God, and the faith of - 


Chrift : repentance the gift of God and the gift of Chrift. 
God quickens, purges, purifies, fanctifies, cleanfes 
and wafhes believers; and they afcribe all thefe to Chrift. 


_ Fhey fay God brings poor finners back from fin to himfelf, 


and Chrift does all:this too. They call God the foundation 


6nwhich the, believers reft, and they fay Chrift is the onl 
foundation. ‘They fay the Lord God is a fun, and they call 
| bier: the Sun of righteoufnefs. They fay, yea, God fays of | 
_ himfelf, he is married to his people, and has betrothed them 


to him; and they call Jefus the Maker, the Redeemer, and 


the Hufband of his church. Jefus fays, “ All mine are 


“ thine, and thine are mine.” ‘They fay God feeds, fuc- 


cours, nourifhes; and leads.on his children, and they fay 


Chrift does thefe too. Arid they fay believers are kept by 
the power of God, through faith, unto falvation, and Chrift 


is able to fave them to the uttermoft. | 


Now, if Timotheus examine the above grand defcription 
of the divine perfections, and qualifications of the Lord Jefus, 
I hope Ke cannot fail of fufficient evidence of the ‘propriety 


‘of Jefus faying “* I and my Father are one,” John x. 30. 


And a few words more may; perhaps, give evidence of the 
propriety of his faying, “ My Father is “greater than I.” 

2. The-holy. writers very-commonly fpeak of Jefus, and 


he, very often, fpeaks of himfelf-as the Son of*God, the Son 


of man; Mediator between God and man; the man Chrift 
Jefus ; a man approved of &c. Of God fending him’; 


_ of his coming from God; and going to God, &c. Among 


many monftrous errors of this enthufiattic age; fome are ridi« 


-eulous enough to deny that the Lord Jefus was properly man : 
as if thete were not myftery and miracle enough in God © 


amanifeft in the fleth: thefe make it infinitely greater than 


tlie Bible had left it. As a man, he was conceived and 
_ born of a woman: he was fuckled, murfed, and car- 
‘ried about as other infants: He had the ‘appetites, powers, 


paffions. and faculties which belong to. man; of body, foul 
and fpirit, only without fin. He hungered, thirfted, ate, 


drank, flept, refted, defired, hated, loved, feared; hoped, ze. as 


man. He was fubje& to the moral law, and the civil law, 


_as man: He ftriétly kept and obeyed both, by which he was 
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all the countlefs ages of immortality, mut 
_ his heavenly Father, and his Father muft ever be greater? 
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holy, harmlefe, undefiled and feparate from finners, as man. 
As a man of the Jewith nation, he was fubject, and attended 


to the religious laws of that nation, as appointed by God. As 


a man, he introduced the religion which has fince juftly 


borne his name, and is, aS man, the apoftle and high-prieft 


of our profeffion ; and, as a man, he hath in this, as in other 
things, left us an example that we fhould follow his fteps, 
As a man, he went about doing good, preaching the gofpel, 
relieving the diftrefled, and comforting the mourners,’ &c.. 
As a man, he fuffered in fpirit, foul and body, from the 


manger to the crofs. As a man, he needed fupport and: 


 ftrength from God in his fufferingg. As aman, he prayed 
- to God and trufted in God for the ftrength he needed, and 


God heard his prayers and ftrengthened him. As a man, 


he commended his foul to his heavenly Father, in his ex- 


piring moments, as other good men have done. As aman, 
his foul was fometime in the feparate and invifible ftate 
when he died. As aman, his foul returned into him, and 
he rofe from the grave, and he walked and talked with his 
difciples, and they ate and drank with him. As aman, he 
afcended to heaven, took his feat on the throne of glory, and 
was the firft fruits from. the grave, and our forerunner to 
heaven. As aman, he fhall fit at the right hand of God till 
the end of the world. As a man, arrayed in all his celeftial 
glory, furrounded with the glory of his Father, and the holy: 
angels, he fhall defcend from heaven at the end of this world. | 
«¢ ‘The Son of man {hall fit on the throne of his glory.” As 
a man, he fhall take his place on the divine throne, when his — 
enemies are fubdued under him, and are made his footftool ; 
and when he fhall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father, then fhall the Son alfo, himfelf, be fubject 
uate ve that put all things under-him; that God may be 
_ This, Sir, you know, is the defcription and hiftery the 
holy writers have left us of our glorious Immanuel, and our 
dear, dear Saviour. “Tchefe hints end where they end; fo- 
that the Lord Jefus Chrift, as man, not ry by. but, through. 
{ubordinate to. 


than he. ohn XIV. 28. | f | 
If Timotheus, or any other, even the meaneft of the dear. 
people of God, gain any confirmation in the knowledge and, 


faith of the Son of God by thefe hints, I fhall have my ree 


_ Ward, and the Lord Jefus will be glorified by it 


y xt. 
 Your’s moft affectionate! ¥> | 
March 22, 1799. 
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131sT LETTER OF MR. SAMUEL RUTHERFORD, 
PROFESSOR OF DIVINITY AT ST, ANDREW’S, 


To the Laird* of Cally. 
HONOURED SIR, 


~ GRACE, mercy and peace be to you. I! jong to hear 
how. your fou) profpereth: I haye that confidence, that your 
foul mindeth Chrift and falvation: I befeech you in the Lord, 
give more pains and diligence to fetch heaven, than the 
country fort of lazy profeflors, who think their own faith and 
_. their own godlinefs, becaufe it is their own, beft ; and con- 

tent shienicives with a coldrife cuftom and courfe, with a 
refolution to fummer and winter in that fort of profeffion that 
the multitude and the times favour moft; and are ftill fhaping 
and clipping and carving their faith, according as it may beft 
ftand with their fummer fun and a whole fkin; and fo 

breathe out hot and cold in God’s matters, according to the 
_ courfe f the times: this is their compafs they fail toward 
heaven by, inftead of a better. Worthy and dear Sir, fepa- 
rate yourfelf from fuch, and bend yourfelf to the utmoft of 
your and breath, in running faft for falvation ; and 
in taking Chrift’s kingdom, ufe violence. It coft Chrift and 
ail his followers fharp fhowers and hot fweats, ere they won 
to the top of the mountain: but ftill our foft nature would 
have heaven coming to our bed-fide, when we are fleeping, 
and lying down with us, that we might go to heaven in 
warm clothes; but all that came there found wet feet by the 
— and fharp ftorms, that did take the hide off their face, 
and found tos and fros, and ups and downs, and many by 
the way. It is: impoffible a man can take his lufts to hea- 
ven with him, fuch wares as thefe will not be welcome 
there. ©O how loth are we to forego our packalds and bur- 
dens, that hinder us torun our race with patience! It is no 
fmall work to difpleafe and anger nature, that we may pleafe | 
God. OQ if it be hard to win one foot or half an inch, out 
of our own will, our own wit, out of our own eafe, and: 
worldly lufts ; and fo to deny ourfelf, and to fay, It is not. 1 but © 
Chrift, not 1 but grace, not I but,God’s glory, not I but 


* Laird, in the Scottith diale&, fignifies the Lord of the 


Manor, 


SCOTLAND. 
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God’s love conftraining me, not I but the Lord’s word, not 
I but Chrift’s commanding power as King in me! O what 
pains; and what a death is it to nature, to turn to me, my- 
felf, my luft, my eafe, my credit, over in my Lord, my; Savi- 
our, my King, and my God, my Lord's will, my Lord’s 
grace! But alas! that idol, that whorifh creature, myfelf, 
is the mafter-idol we all bow to. What made Evah mif— 
carry? And what hurried her headlong upon the forbidden 

fruit but that wretched thing, herfelf? What drew that 
brother murderer to kill Abel? that wild himfelf. What 
drove the old world on to corrupt their ways? Who but 
themfelves, and their own pleafure? What was the caufe’ 
ef Solomon’s falling into idolatry, and multiplying of ftrange 
wives? What but himfelf, whom he would rather pleafe 
than God? What was the hook that took David and {nared 
him firft in adultery, but his felf-luft; and then in murder, 
but his felf-credit and felf-honour? What led Peter on to 
deny his Lord? Was it not a piece of himfelf, and felf-lave — 
to a whole fkin? What made Judas fell his Mafter for 
thirty pieces of money, but a piece of felf-love, idolizing of 
avaricious felf? What made Demas to go off the way of 
the gofpel, to embrace this prefent world? Even felf-love 
and love of gain for himfelf, Every man blameth the devil 
for his fins; but the great devil, the houfe-devil of every 
man, the houfe-deyil that eateth and lieth in every man’s 


bofom, is that idol that killeth all, himfelf. O bleffed are — 


they, who can deny themfelves, and put Chrift in the room 
of themfelves ! O would to the Lord, I had, not a myfelf, but 
Chrift; not a my luft, but Chrift; not a myeafe, but Chrift ; 
not a my honour, but Chrift! O fweet word! Gai. ii. 20. 
I hive no more, but Chrift liveth in me! QO if every one would 
put away himfelf, hts own felf, his own eafe, his own plea- 
fure, his own credit, and his own twenty things, his own 
hundred things, that he fetteth up as idols above Chrift ! 
Dear Sir, I know ye will be looking back to your old felf, and 
to your felf-luft and felf-idol, that ye fet up in the lufts of 
youth, above Chrift. Worthy Sir, pardon this my freedom 
of love. God is my withels, that it is out of an earneft 
defire after your foul’s eternal welfare, that I ufe this free. 
_ dom of fpeech: your fun, I know, is lower, and your evene: 

ing fky and fun-fetting nearer than when I faw you laft: 
ftrive to end your tafk before night, and to make Chrift 
yourfelf, and to acquaint your love and your heart with the 
Lord. Stand now by Chrift and his truth, when fo many 
fall foully, and are falfe to him. I hope, ye love him and 
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his truth, let me have power with you to confirm you in 
bim. I think more of my Lord’s fwect crofs, than of a 
crown of gold, and a free kingdom lying toit. Sir, I re. 
member you in my prayers to the Lord, according to my 
-promife; help me with your prayers, that our Lerd would 
be pleafed to bring me amongft you again, with the gofpel 
of Chrift. Grace, grace be with you. ae 


in his fweeteft Lord and Mafter, 
Aberd. 1637. Be Re 


PHILOSOPHICAL EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DE~ 
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I. p. 15. ON INSECTS. 


Chev. | BEGIN to difcover more beauty and defign 


in the conduct and ceconomy of thefe little animals than | 

Prior, The very fame fagacity is confpicuous in the 
—infpiration of each parent with an anxious concern for the 
future welfare of her progeny, and the reference of each fpe~ 
cies to the fame original; that is, to a generation by eggs, 
or by thofe feeds which nature has implanted in them. 

Count. Let us, in the next place, confider what this egg 
contains. When the female that lcys it, has had no com- 
- munication with the male, it is filled with a barren nutri- 


ment only, which grows dry, and foon evaporates. The 


fruitfulneis of the egg is dependant on the male; and then 


there is a little worm, amidft the delicate nutriment enclofed — 
jn the fhell, which though imperceptible to the naked eye, 
thas been difcovered in a mifcrofcope, by the curious Mr. 


-Lecuwenhoeck, who was one of the moft celebrated natural 
_ philofophers of the laft age. ‘This diminutive worm, thus 
_ enclofed and protected by the fhell, is nourifhed in the moft 


tender manner, by the liquid in. which it fwims. It’s bulk 


is gradually augmented, and then being pent up too clofe, it 


burits it’s fhell, and. finds itfelf, by the care and circumfpec- 


tion of it’s parent, provided with,a ftronger aliment, and 
better adapted to it’s new flate. 


Some, 
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‘Some, at the firft opening of the egg, are perfect in theif 
fhape, and never lofe it whilft they live. Of this fort are 
fnails, who leave the egg with their houfe on their back. 
They will préferve the ‘fame form, and the fatne houfe ; 
there will be forne additional circles indeed to their fhells, as 
they increafe in bulk. *Spidets are in like manner cofm- 
plete at firft, and change’ nothing but their fkin, as they 
grow large. Moft infects, however, pafs through a variety 
of tranfmigrations, and affume the form of two or three 
living creatures fucceffively, which bear no affinity or refem~ 


blance one to another. 


Chev. Will then a caterpillar, ‘ny Lord, become a new 
creature ? and was a bee once in any other ftate than what 


jtisatprefent? | 


Count. No doubt of it. ‘There -is an infinite variety of 
thefe minute animals that are compofed of two or three bodies, 
organized after a quite different manner. The fecond dif- 
covers itfelf after the firft, and the third owes it’s éxiftence 


to the fecond. Thefe are fo many metamorphofes.—Haveé 


you never read thofe of Ovid, Sir? — 

Chev. Yes, my Lord, and have been highly delighted 
with them too. They are but fables, however; unlefs 
they contain fome myfterious truths which I don’t rightly 
comprehend, and which I fhould be glad to have explained. 

Count. What you fay is very true, Sir.. You fhould give 


no quarter to fuch as have explained thofe arcana. When 


you read them, you mutt ufe your utmoft induftry and ap- 


‘plication to extrac from’ them, and from ancient hiftory, 


whatever lies concealed, not only under fome of thefe tales 
and fables, but the equivocal expreffions of the ancitmt lan- 


guages, to which no fmall part of them owe their rife. 


owevet, fince I find you are as fond of truth as fiction, 
lay before you a fyftem of metamorphofes, much more 


-furprifing than that of Ovid, and at the fame time true toa 


demonftration. 


Chev. That would oblige me to the laft degree. 


Count. Well, then! At once to gratify your curi- 


‘Ofity and furprize you, let me tell vou, there is a certain 
county, where a vaft variety of animals are daily to be feen 
in different-forms ; fore living low in the ground, othets 
{porting in the watet ; which in procefs of time aflume new 
fhapes, live on the furface of the earth, and crawl, like 


* Leeuwentiock, Argan. Nat Tom, 3. Ep. 138. 
ferpents, 
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ferpents, through groves and meadows for awhile ; then eaf 
no more, but erect themfelves a dormitory, or fepulchre, 
_ where they lie for fome months, and fometimes whole years 
together, to all outward appearance, without life or motion ; 
and yet, at laft revive, are transformed into birds, break 
through their prifon-walls, difplay their radiant feathers to 
the fun, expand their wings, and commence gay tenants of 
the airy regions. 
Chev. 1 long to know where this country lies, and what 
the names are of thofe beauteous birds. But I can’t be 
eafily perfuaded that...... ae 
Count. . Nothing in nature is more fure and certain. The 
country I am talking of is our own, and thefe gay birds are 
fuch infeéts as daily prefent themfelves before our eyes. _ 
Chev. What-! do -you mean flies and caterpillars, wafps 
and bees? 
Count. Yes, Sir. | 
_ Chev. Pray, my Lord, what transformation do they 
undergo 
Count. ‘Thefe infects and many others, at their firft iffu- 
ing from the: egg, are little worms, and nothing more ; 
fome with, and others without feet. ‘The latter are left to 
the care and conduct of their parents, who provide, not 
only commodious cells, or lodgments for them, but proper. 
food for their fupport.. The former look out for provifion 
for themfelves upon fome tree or other, moft' agreeable to 
their natures, and the very fame whereon their parents 
wifely placed them. In a {hort time they encreafe in bulk. 
Several of them caft off their old fkins, and affume new 
ones; then change them again and again at certain periods. 
All of them afterwards (I mean all thofe that uindergo any © 
change) pafs through an intermediate, or middle ftate, called 
by the naturalifts, either the Nymph, the Chry/alis, the Cone 
or Bean. ‘Thefe are feveral titles, or denominations, made 
ufe of to exprefs much the fame thing, and require a fhort 
explication. ‘Ihe minute worm, as I obferved before, ceafes 
to eat, enclofes itfelf in a fort of tomb, or little monument, 
which varices in it’s form according to the fpecies ; but alt 
of them in general are ereéted after a very uniform and re- 
gular manner. There, under a cover, which preferves it’s 
furprifing delicacy from all infult, it is again conceived and 
born again. At that junCture the naturalifts give it the title 
of a Nymph, that is, a Young Bride ; becaufe the infect then 
puts on it’s gawdieft drefs, and appears in it’s laft form, 
wherein 


2 
| 
‘ 
>? 
i 
4 
| 
| 
a 
q 
4 
bes 


EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DELINEATED. = 173 


wherein nature intends it fhall multiply it’s fpecies by gene- 


ration. - This is called the Chryfalis, the Aurelia, or the 


Golden Nymph; becaufe the little fkin, whether hard or ten- 
der, wherewith it is clothed, is gradually died with the 
brighteft, and moft lively colours. It is called likewife the 
Cone or Bean; becaufe it is covered, for the generality, at 
- that time, with a hard fkin, like the fhell of an egg, or the 
coat of a bean. It muft be confefled, however, that the term 
Cone is often made ufe of to denote thofe little balls of thread | 
and glew, wherein filk-worms, and fome particular cater- 
pillars enclofe themfelves on their becoming Nymphs. 
In fine, their fourth ftate, their grand and principal meta- 
morphofis is, when they arife out of their dormitories, and 
become flying infe&ts; they then burft the covering that en- 
‘clofes them, difplay the plumage of their heads, expand their 
wings, and But the various wonders of their refurrec- 
tion fhall be referved for the fubject of our converfation to- 
morrow. We mutt not trefpafs too far on our good friend — 
the Chevalier. He fhould be allowed a little time for his 
innocent recreation. | 
Chev. No, my Lord. I mutt beg the favour,of you to 
proceed. I have feen fome of thefe Aure/ias in the fhape of 
infants, dreft up in fwaddling-cloths, in which there have 
been caterpillars, as it were, entombed, but I took it for 
granted they were dead; and no-body was fo kind as to give ~ 
-me any better information. I fhall take it as a particular 
favour, therefore, if your Lordfhip will. acquaint me how 
_ this transformation is accomplifhed. 
— Count. I will oblige you in that particular to-morrow. 
In the mean time, I am pleafed, methinks, to find you have 
a tafte for our metamorphofis. I would fain, however, give 


- them a new merit. 


Chev. Pray what may that be, my Lord? | 

Count. To make them amiable.——But it is now time 
to adjousn, and they fhall be referved for the fubje& of our 
to-morrow’s entertainment. I plainly perceive, my dear 
Chevalier, that you are concerned at this little delay; and, 
I can affure you, Iam not a little pleafed to obferve your 
impatience. There are thoufands of your age who would 
be equally uneafy till {uch a conference as this was drawn to 
a 


(To be continued.) 
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O N the 28th of March was the fettlement of the Rey, 
~ Robert Sympfon, head tutor of the evangelical academy at 
~ Hoxton, over the Scotch Prefbyterian church in Artillery. 
ftreet, Spitalfields, lately under the paftoral care of the Rev. 

The Rev. Mr. Brookfbank, minifter at Haberdafhers’ 
hall, began the fervice by reading fevera] parts of. fcripture 


and prayer. After him the Rev. Mr. Goode, minifter at 


‘White-row, offered up a longer and. more general prayer. 


"The Rev. Mr.:Clayton, minifter in Little Eaftcheap, deli- 


vered a valuable difcourfe on Ephef. iv. 11, 12. “© He gave 
“< fome, apoftles : and fome, prophets: and fome, evangelifts ; 


“ and fome, paftors and teachers; for the perfecting of the _ 
.“ faints, for the work of the miniftry, for the edifying of the 
“body of Chrift.” The Rev. Mr. Crole, minifter at Pin, | 


mer’s hall, concluded the fervice with an affectionate. prayer. 
_ Mr. Dewhurift, a ftudent in the academy at Hoxton, read 
out the hymns, at proper intervals, throughout the whole 


fervice. It is hoped that the Lord will gracioufly aufwer 


_ the folemn prayers of the day, by reviving his intereft in 


that place, and by greatly increafing the number, the com- 


forts, and the purity of that {mall people. __ 


On the 11th of April, the prefent month, at Berkham- 


ftead, in Hertfordfhire, Mr. Seabrook Young was ordained, 
as co-paftor of the General Baptift Church in that place, with 
the worthy Mr. Edward Sexton, who has for fome years, with 
refpectability and fuccefs, difcharged the paftoral office among 
that people, at Berkhamftead, ‘Tring, Chefham, and Amerfham. 

~The fervice was begun by Mr. Gough, minifter at Wen- 


dover, with prayer, finging, and reading the fcriptures. Mr. — 
Maurice, of Amerfham, offered up the general prayer ; Mr. 
D. Taylor, minifter at Church-lane, Whitechapel, London, _ 
_ gave a fhort introductory difcourfe on the nature of Chrift’s | 
Kingdom, diffent from the eftablifhed church, Chriftian liberty, 


the defign of ordination, and impofition of hands ; propoted 
the queftions to the people and the minifter; heard Mr. 
Young’s cenfeffion of faith; offered up the ordination-pray- 


er; and, with Mr. Hobbs and Mr. Sexton, laid hands on the | 
ordained minifter. After which Mr. D. Taylor gave the | 


charge to Mr. Young, from 1 Cor. iv, 2. “ It is required 
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«¢ in ftewards, that a man ~ be found faithful.” Mr, J. 
Hobbs delivered a fermon to the people, and concluded »with 
prayer. Mr. Hobbs, minifter at Chatham, Kent, preached 
from 1 Theff. v. 12, 13, “ We befeech you brethren, to 
<¢ know them which labour among you, and are over you in 
« the Lord, and admonifh: you; .and to -efteem them very 
«highly in love. for their work's fake. And be at peace 
«ec among. yourfelves.”’ Mr ° Gough read out the hymns, which 
were fung at proper intervals, throughout the fervice. 
The congregation was large, the fervice folemn, and, we 
truft,, the effects will be to the honour and glory of our 
blefled Redeemer. 
On the 23d of the prefent month, April,.Mr. John Shen- 
fton was ordained paftor over the fmall General Baptift - 
church, in. Duke-ftreet, Southwark, 
Mr. John Biffil, affiftant preacher,at Wimefwold, Leicef- 
terfhire, opened the fervice,, by a fhort prayer, and SFaHing 
the third chapter of the firft epiftle to ‘Timothy, and — 
the firft and fecond chapters of the epiftle to Titus. Mr, 
James Taylor, affiftant preacher at Queenfhead, Yorkfhire, 
offered up the general. prayer ;-Mr.D. Taylor, paftor of the 
church in Church-lane,'delivered an introductory difcourfe, 
and Mr. J. Hobbs, paftor of the church at Chatham, in Kent, 
propofed the ufual queftions to the people and the minifter, 
and requefted the minifter’s confeffion of faith, Mr. 
D. Taylor offered up the ordination: prayer,, and ¢with Mr. 
Hobbs and Mr, Sexten) laid hands,on the ordained minifter 5 
and delivered a charge to him, on Acts xx.:24. “ None of 
“thefe things move me, neither count I my life dear unto — 
“© myfelf, fo that I might finifh: my courfe with joy, and the 
© miniftry which I have received of the Lord Jelua, to teftify 
“ the gofpel of the grace of God.” Mr. E. Sexton, paftor 
of .the church at- Chefham,; Bueks, delivered a difcourfe to 
the people on Heb..xiii. 17..“¢ Obey them that have the rule 
“‘ over you, and fubmit yourfelves : for they watch -for your 
“* fouls, as they that muft give account; that they. may do it 
“with joy and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for 
“you.” He-concluded the fervice with prayer. Mr. 
James Taylor, of London, read out the hymns at proper 
intervals, through the whole of the fervice. -May it ‘pleafe 
the great Lord and Head of the church to advance: his.own 
work in that place. May very many be added to thatfinall 
people, and be everlaftingly faved. 
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On Lord’s day, Feb. 24, 1799, Mr. Robert Smith, of 
Nottingham, preached at the following places: and collected 
for the General Baptift Academy, ss | | 


Witherbrook, a private gif, - I 4 0 
es Thurlafton, on the 25th, - - - 5 9 0 


~ The Cominittee requeft their Brethren at Hinkley, &c. &ce | 


to accept their fincere thanks for their generous contribu- 


tions :_ and confider this as another proof of their liberality 
in fupport of a defign, which, it is hoped, will reflect honour 
upon-the general body, and prove a lafting blefling toit. — 


OBITUARY. 


A. FEW days ago died, in the feventy-ninth year of his 


| age the Rev. Richard Winter, paftor of the Independent 
Co 


ngregation, in New-court, Carey-ftreet, near Lincoln’s 
ini fel, after he had ferved that. people, in the paftoral 
office, almoft forty years. He was ordained co-paftor with 
the late Rev. and celebrated Tchomas Bradbury, June 24, 

f may be worthy of obfervation, that Mr, Bradbury died © 
a few months after Mr. Winter’s ordination, Sept. g, 1759, 


in the eighty-fecond year of his age, and the fixty-fourth : 


year of his miniftry. 


On Wednefday, the 24th of the prefent month, April, — 
died, the Rev. Thomas Bryfon, paftor of the Independent 
Songengttion in the New-Road, St. George’s in the Eaft, 
London. He was taken off by a confumption, in the prime 
of life; and as he was much beloved, his death will be much 
bamenee by thofe who had the pleafure of an acquaintance 
Wi m, | 
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LIFE OF THE REV. SAMUEL WILTON, D.D. WHO 
DEPARTED THIS LIFE, APRIL @, 1778. 


Extrafted from his Funeral Sermon, preached by the Reve — 
Samuel Palmer, on 2 Tim, 1.12, 


Tus houfe of God, which has often been to many of you 
an houfe of gladnefs, is now converted into an houfe of mourn- 
ing. Nor are you of this congregation the only mourners in — 
_ Zion on the prefent occafion. Many from other focieties are 
come to mingle their tears with yours; and many more, not 
only in this great city, but in various diftant parts of the 
kingdom, deeply lament the lofs which you and they and the 
world have fuftained—My prefent appearance in this place, 
where [ have often ftood with pleafure, is attended with a de- 


gree of pain greater than I can exprefs. My affeétion, how- 


ever, for the deceafed, who requefted this fervice of me, and 
my refpect for you and his other friends who concur in the — 
requeft, forbid my declining it; and, painful as itis, I hope 
through the divine prefence and bleffing, it may prove a pro= 
fitable one to us all—The Providence which occafions this 
folemn meeting has a voice to all, which fpeaks a more af- 
fecting language even than what your beloved paftor ever — 
_ fpoke. You may, indeed, confider him as this day preach- 
_ ing to you from his Grave. And now being dead he {peaks 

with a more perfuafive eloquence than he evcr did. while 
_ living. O may the Spirit of the living God give us all an 
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hearing ear, an underftanding and a feeling heart Y.1 can 
_ think of no paflage fo proper to be made the foundation of 


the préfent difcourfe, as that which was the laft I heard the 
deceafed pronounce, which was 

2 Tim. i. 12. 

«¢ For I know whom I have believed, and I am perfuaded 


“ that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
“him againit that day.” 


Mr. Palmer, having gone through his fubjee, with his 


ufual judgment and piety, proceeds thus :— 


Let us blefs God for the many inftances, in which the 
power and excellence of faith in this glorious Redeemer have 
been manifefted in the comfortable lives and joyful deaths of 

+ The cafe which we have been confidering, was very far 
from being peculiar.to Paul as an apoftle, or as a minifter. 
‘There have been many glorious inftances of the fame triumphs 
of faith in the experience of ordinary minifters, and private 
Chriftians. Many fuch we have all heard of, and blefied be 
God, fome we ourfelves have known. We have feen the 
influence of a divine faith, not only in animating believers to 
,the moft arduous fervices, but in fupporting them under the 
heavieit trials; in railing them above the fear of death, and. 
enabling them to rejoice and triumph in the hour of Nature’s 
diffolution, though fuddenly called out of life, in the morn- 
ing of their days, and though they had every thing in the 
world that could invite their continuance in it. | aa 

- Such an inftance we have lately feen in the cafe of your 
worthy paftor, and my beloved friend, Dr. Samuel Wilton. 
He exprefled that firm confidence* of faith in the Redeemer 
on his dying bed, which was accompanied with “ a joy un- 
‘peakable and full of glory.” Nor was this faith the effect 
of ignorance or prefumption. It was founded on knowledge, 
and it was evidenced by the genuine fruits of holinefs in his life. 
‘Though he was too well known to moft of you te need a-pane- 


‘gyrtic from me, were I better capable of it, (which, indeed, by 


an injunction under his own hand I am prevented attempt+ 
ing*) it will be as pleafing to you, as it is to myfelf, briefly 


* In a paper found fince his interment, (evidently written 
fome time before his laft illnefs,) are contained the following 
directions refpeéting his funeral, which (excepting what the 
partiality of his friendfhip to me diated) I tran{cribe atlength, 
as 
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to reprefent the leading features of his character, and the ge= 
neral tenor of his life, which had fo glorious an end; not fo — 
much with a view to his praife, as to the praife of that grace — 
which was with him, by which he was ever ready, to acknow-_ 
ledge he was what he was, and to engage others to a careful 
imitation ; as well as to promote the comfort and refignation — 
of thofe who are moft fenfibly affected with the prefent lofs, —, 
~ He was born in this city, of godly parents, whofe early. 
care it was (in concurrence with other pious friends) to train. 
him up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. And they., 
foon had the pleafure to fee their endeavouts crowned with. 
fuccefs. He feared the Lord from his youth.. He early re. 
ceived “the fpirit of grace and fupplication” in fuch a, 
degree, that he was fometimes heard to pray with fome of the _ 
family, when he was but a child, in fuch a manner as excited. 
pleafing aftonifhment. ‘The minifterial office was the object — 
_of his own early choice, and he applied himfelf, with uncom-. 
mon diligence, to a courfe of udy preparatory to it., He, 
made great proficiency in grammar-learning, in a little time,. 
under the care of a learned clergyman of the eftablifhed 
church, who always exprefled great’ regard for the abilities. 
and charaéter of his pupil. He entered upon academical ftu- _ 
als dies under the direétion of the late eminent Dr, David Jen-— 
nings, who dying before they were finifhed, he compleated 
them under the Doctor’s affiftant and fucceflor (of whofe 


| 


as they afford a pleafing proof of his humility, as well as his | 

apprehenfion of an early death, and his lively hope with refpet 
to futurity.—** I would by no means with to have a pompous 
_“ and expenfive funeral, All I defire is to be interred ina. 

* plain and decent manner, without any unneceflary parade ; 
_ which appears to me no ways fuitable to the humiliating 

“ view given us of human nature in death. I look, for a tri- 

‘‘ umph, not to my interment but future refurreftion. If L 

“© might be allowed to chufe who fhould addrefs my family and. 
flock upon occalion of my removal from them, I would re- 

gueft it of, am fure he would not flat- 

‘ter by high-flown compliments to my memory, of which — 

‘© | am altogether undeferving. I would not have a word faid 

* beyond the ftri€teft limits of truth and juftice, and not even 

‘* the little which they may warrant, any farther than may be 

“ thought conducive to {ome goodend.” It is hoped the fol- 

lowing account will not be thought contrary to the /pirit of this 

injanétion. None who knew Dr, Wilton will difpute the juf- 
tice of it, and it’s utility is fufficiently apparent in the views 
above exprefied, 


* 

i 
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church he alfo became a member) the prefent learned Dr, 
Savage, and his colleagues, Dr. Andrew Kippis,:and Dr, 
Abraham Rees, in the academy at Hoxton. And he con. 
duéted himfelf in every refpeét, fuitable to his character, as a 
candidate for the facred miniftry, fo as to enjoy the refpecé 
and love of his fellow pupils, and of all that knew him, as 


well as the diftinguifhed regards of his paftor and tutors, 


“© The nearer his engagement in the miniftry was in profpedt, 
«¢ (to ufe his own words at his ordination) the more his incli- 
“nation to it increafed. He entered upon it with painful - 


_ S©diffidence, with deliberate reflectiou, with an humble, but 
chearful reliance upon, and importunate f{upplications to, 


“the Father of lights, for his prefence, aid, and acceptance. 


_ © The leading principle, by which he was animated to under. 


“ take and profecute this office, was, that he might therein 
‘'be inftrumental of glorifyng God, in the recovery and fal- 
“ vation of finners, and of advancing the Redeemer’s king 
© dom and church in the world. And he cared not what fa- 
“¢ crifices he made of worldly profit and honour to attain this . 


_ end, as thofe objects he never had in view.” When he en- 
tered upon his public work, he gave general fatisfaction to 
_ ferious judicious hearers, who are fond of evangelical, practi- 


cal, and experimental preaching, and foon received a very 
Warm and unanimous invitation from a congregation at 


‘Footing in Surry, to fucceed the Reverend and learned Dr, 


Henry Miles, F.R.S. Though his talents qualified him for 
a larger {phere, and he might have fettled in the city, he 
prudently preferred this retired fituation, that he might im- 
prove his minifterial furniture ; and as the intereit was greatly 


funk, he wifhed to be, as he foon found that he was, initru- 
“mental in reviving it.—As foon as he undertook the care of a 


church, he applied himfelf in earneft to the duties of his office. 
Befides the ordinary fervices of the Lord’s day, he ftatedly _ 
preached a lecture on the Wednefday evening. He alio 
quickly undertook the ufeful, but too much neglected, work 
of catechifing children, and was very diligent in vifiting his 
flock ; efpecially the poor, “ the widows and the fatherlefs in 
their affliction.” Nor did he confine his labours to the peo: — 
ple of his charge; he frequently engaged in occafional fer- 
vices in the neighbourhood ; befides more ftated ones, in cone 
currence with feveral of his brethren, on. the Lord’s day 
evening. And he did not labour in vain inthe Lord. His 
miniltry was vifibly fucceeded,in many inftances, for pro- 
moting the great ends which he always had in view. He — 


not only found the number of his- tated hearers increale, roe 
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had the greater fatisfaction of feeing many additions to his — 
church, eeeral of whom were effectually converted to God 
by his means. Having fpent about ten years in this retire- 


‘ment, he was called into a more public {phere of action, to— 


fucceed the truly amiable and excellent Dr. William Lang- — 


ford, at the Weigh-houfe. It was not without much delibe- 
ration and fp tae that he determined upon this removal. 
No tempor 


any. His defire was to foilow the leadings of Providence, 
and he had great fatisfaction afterwards in thinking that he 
did fo. ‘Fhough he was not attended by a he crowd of 
admirers, the intereft here, which had been funk very low, 
began gradually to revive, and fome valuable additions, of 
young perfons efpecially, were made to the church. May. 


they prove fteady and ornamental members of it! He had a. 


growing intereft in the efteem of his people, and I am per-. 
fuaded many of you had abundant caufe to efteem him, on 


account of the pleafure and benefit which you received from 
his public miniftrations and private vifits, in both which he 


manifefted the moft affectionate concern for your higheft ine 
terefts. His heart was much fet upon doing good. I know 
that he had formed feveral fchemes for ufetulnefs, which, if 


his life had been prolonged, it might have been expected he 


would have executed with great advantage, for the good of 
this church, and the intereft of the church at large. “ He 
“¢ was”’ indeed ‘¢ a burning and a fhining light; and_ye fora 
“¢ feafon (alas, for how fhort a feafon ') rejoiced in his light*,”” 
He was eminently formed for ufefulnefs, both by nature and 


by grace; and he conducted himfelf in all the duties of his — 


office, and in his general deportment in life, as a minifter of 
the gofpel fhould.—With regard to natural endowments, he 
_was remarkably diftinguifhed by a retentive memory, a lively 

imagination, a folid judginent, and a ready utterance; fo that 
though he always ftudied, he feldom wrote his difcourfes ; 
which however, swner the weaknefs of his nerves fuffered 
him to enjoy the full poffeffion of himfelf,) often had the ap- 
pearance of elaborate compofitionst. His acquired abilities 


_ * He had not been fettled at the Weigh-houfe two years; 

_ + From the fpecimen which the world has had of his works 
it is to be wifhed, that fome of the few difcourfes he has leftin 
writing might fee the light; 
reader, that he exprefly prohi 


were 


advantage would have been a temptation to him;_ 
and in this cafe; it is well known, he had not the profpect of — 


but with regret I acquaint the | 
bited the publication of any of his 


ia 
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were great. His learning was very confiderable, though he 
made no parade of it; and his mind was richly ftored with 
fentiments on all the feveral fubjects of practical and experi. 
mental divinity. His acquaintance with controverfial mat- 


ters was not inferior, but he knew too well the great defign 


of the Chriftian miniftry, and the worth of fouls, to fhew it 
in his public difcourfes; which were not adapted to amufe the . 


- fancy, much lefs irritate the paffions, but to touch the con- 
f{cience, to warm the affections, to improve and comfort the ~ 
Heart, to reform and regulate the life, to quicken and ani- 


mate the foul. There was an uncommon favour, fervency, 


and affection in his preaching, by which it was well adapted 


to anfwer thefe ends. And the fame characters may juftly be 
applied to his prayers; to which We may add, uncommon 


re fluency and variety. In fhort, he preached and prayed like 
one in earneft in his great mafter’s work, and difcovered in 


both a mind deeply tinctured with the great things of religion, 
and fully bent upon anfwering the important ends of his 
- And his life well correfponded with his preaching. The 
feveral virtues of the Chriftian character eminently fhone in 


_ Bis habitual temper, and his converfation abounded in all the 


fruits of holinefs and love. He was ever mindful to put in 
practice that ge given to Timothy, “ Take heed to thy- 
“ felf,” and the admirable exhortations to him founded upon 


it, in the charge at his ordination *; to which alone I need to 


refer a flmanger who wifhed to know what Dr. Wilton was 


in refpect to morality, religion+, and prudence. However, 
were | under no reftraint, I fhould be tempted to enlarge here; 


as I eafily could al on his focial virtues, in the characters 


of a fon, a hufband, a father, a brother, a mafter, a neigh- 
bour, and friend, in all ‘which he ae adorned his re- 
ligious profeflion, and his public office. But I muft add a 
_ * By Dr. Savage. This, with Dr. Furneaux’s Sermon, and 
Dr. Kippis’s Introdu€tory addrefs, &c. was publifhed. wee 

+ As one ftriking proof of’his piety, 1t deferves to be re- 


corded, that he privately kept a yearly Faft, in commemora; 


tion of a fignal deliverance which he received, when in immi- 
nent danger of his life, from his horfe’s plunging into a deep 
water, in his way to Tooting, when he firft fupplied that con- 
gregation. It alfo appears, that he obferved the anniverfary of 
his Ordination with extraordinary aéts of devotion. . And from 
the Journals which he has left in fhort-hand, it is evident, he 


had for feveral years kept an account of the manner in which 


every day was ipent. 
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few words on what appear to have been the leading features 
‘of his character, viz. his benevolence and his zeal. ‘“ His 
“ liberal foul devifed liberal things.” ‘The fortune with 
which Providence had bleffed him, he employed with greater _ 
pleafure in relieving the diftrefles of others, than in pro- 
curing the fuperfluities of life for himfelf, and he ftudied 
frugality for the fake of deing good. He was ready to 
every good work, and remarkably “ given to hofpitality,” 
as his friends and brethren in general, and many of his poor 
brethren can witnefs. He vofkeffed the focial affections as 
ftrongly as moft men. ‘This led him to cultivate a very 
- general acquaintance with minifters and others of different 

denominations ; and he difcovered fuch an amiable fweetnefs 
and chearfulnefs of temper, fuch a readinefs to oblige all, fo 
much candour towards their diftinguifhing fentiments, and 
yet fuch an opennefs in declaring, and fuch a truly chriftian 
{pirit in maintaining, his own, as greatly endeared him to all | 
whofe good opinion was worth fecuring, and as did honour 
to the Evangelical principles which he efpoufed.—And equal 
to his other excellencies was his zeal. He was * zealoufly 
“ affected in’ every “ good thing” which he undertook, and 
had {pirit, equal to his ability, to defend himfelf or others 
_ wherever he thought the caufe of truth or holinefs, of juftice 

or charity were concerned*. Nor did his zeal carry him 
beyond the bounds of moderation. Ifin any thing it feemed 
to do fo, it was in the glorious cavfe of civil and religious 
liberty. But all who knew him will acquit him offan in- 
temperate heat in defending either, and efpecially of any | 
thing like malevolence towards the perfons of any. He 
difcovered a warm and laudable zeal for the fupport of the 
Diffenting-intereft; which, as it was founded on- know- 
ledge, was regulated by charity; fo that he maintained 
a friendly intercourfe with feveral worthy members and 
minifters of the eftablifhed church, and was ever ready 
to embrace thofe of them, who appeared confcientious, as 
brethren. In what he faid and wrote upon the controverfy 
between them and us, he was actuated by a pure regard to 
- truth, to the facred rights of confcience, to the honour of 
the only Head of the church, and the beft interefts of man- | 
kind. ‘Though he thought nothing {mall in which the ho- 


* See two excellent publications of his, written on occafion 
of the applications of the Diflenters to Parliament, for relief 
in the affair of fubf{cription ; of the committee for which he had 
the honour of being chofen member, ; 


nour 


’ 
~ 


 BtOGRAPHY. 


‘ese of Chrift and the intereft of religion are concerned ; 


at the grand objects of his zeal were, the great matters of faith 


and praétice about which all good men are agreed. Thefe 
he devoted his life to promote, nor did he think his life dear 
to him fo that he might be inftrumental to fo glorious an © 
’ end.—In a word, Dr. Wilton was. as amiable and ufeful as 
moft minifters of whom the Diffenters can boaft; as much 
beloved while living, and as much lamented when dead. 
It might well be expected that a man who lived fo holily 
and ufefully, would die joyfully and triumphantly. It is my 
- felicity to be able to aflure you that he did fo.—From the 
ftate of his conftitution he apprehended, as his friends gene- 
rally feared, that he was not long for this world; and he | 
~ often expreffed it with that compofure which became one who 
had the lively hope of a better.“ As foon as he was feized — 
with the diforder which in fix days put a period to his life, 


he was perfuaded that it would prove mortal. He therefore, | 


‘with great calmnefs, fet his houfe in order, by fettling fome 
temporal affairs; for his eternal ones had been fettled long 
before. He was for feveral days a good deal delirious, but 
in the afternoon of the day in which he died he had a lucid 
interval, and gave delightful evidence to his mourning friends 
that he was ripe for glory. He faid to an intimate ac- 
quaintance, who came from the city to vifit him (after hav- 
‘ing fpoken with great compofure about fome fecular affairs) 
« ‘You now fee me in the near view of death, and I rejoice 
“in the profpect. It has been my delight to preach the ~ 
“ gofpel of Chrift and promote his glory. I am not afraid 
“‘ to die, for 1 know whom I have believed, and I am per- 
“ fuaded, &c.” He then faid, “ You will go to prayer with 
“me. Let us offer a few more petitions to God before we | 
“enter the world of praife, from which I am at no great 
*< diftance.’’ Soon after, fome other friends coming into the 
room, (for he had that day exprefied his willingnefs to fee all © 
that would venture to fee him) he put on a pleafing fmile — 
which gave him an appearance almoft more than human. He © 
addrefied himfelf particularly to them, and broke out into a - 
prayer, in which he affectionately remembered them all, and 
concluded with faying, “ Come ir Jefus, come quickly.” 
One of them exprefling fome hope and defire that he might 
yet be recovered, he afked, in the language of reproof, 
_ Do you wifh me to come back again into the wildernefs ? 
* No, I do not wifh to return one ftep. I am not afraid to 
| & die.”’——He humbly lamented his imperfections, though he 
exprefled his fatisfaction in having laid himfelf out for pro- 
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- moting the honour of his great Lord; and faid, “I have 
“ had my doubts, but my hope is well founded. I have had: 
& fuch mhanifeftations of the love of God that I do not, I 
«“ cannot doubt.” He then expreffed the moft lively and des 
lightful views and foretaftes of the heavenly bappinefs, in 
{uch tranfporting language, as aftonifhed the hearers; and 
as they are not able to repeat, fo as to give any idea to 
others of the delightful fcene; we muft therefore leave it,’ 
and wait for Heaven to complete the narrative.—-Having ex- 
prefled.a defire to fee his intimate friend and brother (who 
has now the affliction of addrefling you) “once more” (as ’ 
he exprefled it) “ before we meet in glory,” I was imme- _ 
diately fent for, and readily went, but found nature was al. 
moft exhaufted. On my approaching his bed, and faying, 
“ This is the moft painful meeting we have ever had,” he’ 
very cheerfully anfwered, “ We {hall foon meet again.” 
When I congratulated him upon the ftrong confolation which 
he had enjoyed, he fignified, in! broken language, the conti- 
nuance of it, and then repeated the words on which Ihave 
been difcourfing, “ I know in whom I have bélieved,” &c. 
Hereupon his delirium returned, and the fymptoms of his_ 
 diffolution came fpeedily on. For a confiderable time he 
ftruggled hard, apparently under great agony, attended at 
times with doleful groans; but even thefe were mingled 
with hallelujahs, which he frequently repeated, till at length 
nature was entirely fpent; his breath gradually failed, and 
Wh at the midnight hour I faw him fweetly fall afleep in 

efus. 

Let this triumphant exit of our dear friend ferve to com- 

fort us under our heavy lofs, and to reconcile us to that 
_ myfterious difpenfation of Providence which has cut off fo — 
ufeful and. defirable a life in it’s prime. And while, with 

_ humble faith and pious refignation, we wait for the light of 
eternity to explain the reafons of an.event fo mournful to . 
his family, to the world, and to the church, let ali who are 

acquadated with it lay it to heart, in praifing the’ 
God of all grace for what his departed fervant was, for what 
he did, and for what he enjoyed. I call upon yeu, the aged 
parents, the mourning widow, the fatherlefs ¢hildreh, the 
other relatives, the imtimate friends of the deceafed—his 
brethren in the miniftry, his flock in particular, and his ac+ — 
quaintance in general; while you affectionately lament your — 
‘wn and each other’s lofs, I call upon you to blefs God for 
_ this freth and ftriking teftimony to the truth, the power, and 
the excellence of the gofpel, 

Vou... a Let 
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Let us all be defirous that we may die the fame joyful tri. 
umphant death. Die we all of us muft. How foon, God — 
alone can tell. Surely there is not one among us, but, on 
- hearing of the death-bed confolations of our friend, is con. | 
ftrained to adopt the wifh of Balaam, “ Let me die the 
« death of the righteous, and let m laft end be like his!” 
O happy they, of whom it is truly faid, “ They died in 
faith How glorious, how defirable is fuch a death! 
«“ Let who will pleafe themfelves with talking of a philofo. 
‘© phical death, let me die like a Chriftian. Let them truft 
“to natural reafon and refolution, but O do thou give me 
- © faith. Faith will prop my languifhing head, difpel the 
© mifts from my clouded eyes, quicken my feeble pulfe, and 


“ revive my finking fpirits. The richeft cordial in nature 
“ cannot compare with it.”’ Grove. 


‘Then, when my very heart-ftrings break, 
- How foft my minutes roll! | 
A mortal palenefs on my cheek, 


And glory in my foul, Warts. 


= 


BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OP 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, | 


Continued from page 144. 


LIFE OF JOHN HOOPER. 


m Ma. John Hooper was a ftudent and graduate in Oxford, 
“4 where he applied himfelf toa diligent fearch of the holy fcrip- 
J tures, and by the grace of God he came to the knowledge of 
mt true divinity. Which thing being known to fome of the 
_  doétors in the univerfity, at the time of publifhing the fix 
is articles by King Henry the Eighth, Hooper was (by means 
e of one Dr. Smith) forced to remove from Oxford; and be- 
ul _eame fteward to Sir Thomas Arundel in the country. And 
‘ in a little time, Sir Thomas came to underftand his opinions — 
_ and religion, which he was no friend unto; yet liking his 
4 perfon, he fent him with a letter to the bifhop of Winchefter, 
in which he defired the Bifhop to ufe his endeavours to reclaim > 


him from his opinions; however, by all means, to fend. his 
fervant home again. 
The 
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The‘bithop conferred with him for four or five days to: 
gether 5 and when he could not prevail with him to alter his 
“mind, he fent him back to his matter. 

But not long after, Mr. Hooper being informed that mif- 
chief was defigned againft him, he left Sir Tyhomas Arundel’s 
fervice, and fled privately into France; but finding no fafety 
there, he returned back to England ima fhort time, and went. 
to live with one Mr. Sentlow. Here he was again molefted, 
and but narrowly efcaped being taken; and fo he fled again 
into France, and from thence he pafied into Germany, and fo 
came to Bafil and Zurich, where he came into the acquaint- 
ance of Mr. Bullinger. Here he ftudied the Hebrew tongue, - 
and married a Burgonian woman; and he ftayed here till the 
death of King Henry the Eighth. | | 

And when Edward the Sixth came to the crown, the Po-— 
pifh fuperftition was put down, and the true religion was 
eftablifhed in England bylaw. And the news hereof brought 
many of thofe that fled beyond fea for religion, home agains ~ 
among whom, Mr. Hooper alfo returned. At his taking 
leave of Mr. Bullinger, he told him, that where he fhould 
take the moft pains, there (fays he) you fhall hear that I am 

When Mr. Hooper came to England, he became a oe 
- preacher of the gofpel, and was foon taken notice of, and re- 
_commended to the king, and by him he was made bifhop of — 
Gloucefter and Warneliees and he difcharged his office to the 
- general fatisfaction in both diocefes, preaching often, ,and 
being very charitable to the poor, and being hofpitable in his 
houfe. ‘Thus he lived in good efteem during that king’s 
reign, 

But when queen Mary came to the crown, bifhop Hooper 
was one of the firft that was fent for to London, by a purfui- 
vant at arms. 

I. To anfwer to Dr. Heath, who was before bifhop of 
that diocefe, and deprived by king Edward the Sixth for 

Ul. To anfwer to Dr. Bonner, whom he had accufed td 
king Edward, for not being conformable to the laws and or= 
dinances then in force. 
Mr. Hooper had timely notice of his apprehenfion, and was 

advifed to fly to avoid it: But he anfwered, once I did fly, 
but now I am called to this place, I am refolved to live and 

r. Flooper was brought.to London, September 1ft, r5¢2. 

: And before he could come to the {peech of Dr. Heath be Hie 

| | Bonner, 


‘ 
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Bonner, he was gairied before the queen’s council, t  anitwwer 
certain bouds by which he was indebted to the queen, (it’s - 
fuppcfed for the firft-fruits of his bifbopricks) and fo was come 
to the Fleet. 
On the ‘9th of March 15545 he was brought before the 
bithop of Winchefter, and then deprived of his bifhoprics. 
| ry this, Mr. Hooper was times before 
_ Dr. Gardner, Lo:d Chancellor and bifhop of Winchefter, in 
_ $t. Mary Overy’s Church in Southwark, where divers bifhops | 
and others were prefent. 
_. The lord Chancellor afked him, if he was married? He 
_ anf{wered he was, and would not be unmarried, till death une 
married him. 


The bithop of Durham told him that was matter enough to 
deprive hin. 

Mr. Hooper faid, it was not, except they agted againit 
Jaw; and that priefts marriages were not perbiddan by the old 
canons. 


The bifhop of Durham afked, if he bidieved the corporal 
prefence of Chrift in the facrament? | 


Mr. Hooper faid, there was no fuch thing, nor did he 
believe any, fuch thing. 

The bithop of Winchefter afked Hooper, what authority 
moved him not to believe the corporal prefence? 

Hooper anfwered, the authority of God’s word; and al. 
Jedged the words of St. Peter, Aéts j ili. 22. in atin, Quem 
‘oportet celum, Sc. i.e. Whom the heavens muft receive, 
until the times of reftitution of all things. 

__ The bithop faid, this text ferved. nothing to his purpofe, for — 
Chrift might "he in heaven, and in the facrament alio. But 
‘Hooper was not permitted to fay any more. 

Whereupon the bifhop commanded the notaries to write, 
¢ That Hooper owned chet he was married, and would not be 
* feparated from his wife: and that he believed not the corporal Be 

prefence in the facrament.’ 

Then the bithop earneftly exhorted Hooper, i in the name 
of all the commiffioners, to forfake the evil and corrupt doc- 
trines that he had preached in the days of king Edward the 


Sixth, and to return to the unity of the catholic church, and - 


to acknowledge the Pope’s halinefs to be the head of the fame 

church, according to. the determination of the whole parlia- 

_ Ment; promifing, that as he himfelf, with his brethren, had — 

received the Pope’s bleffing, and the queen’s mercy, fo mercy. | 
was ready to be fhewed to him, and others alfo, if ‘he would 

with and condefcend to the Pope’s holinefs. 
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Mr. Hooper anfwered, * Forafinuch as the Pope taught 
€ doctrine altogether contrary to the’ doctrine of Chriit, he 
¢ was not worthy to be accounted as a member of Ctriit’s 
“church, niuch lefs to be head thereof. : 

© Wherefore he would in no wife condefcend to any fuch | 
© ufurped jurifdiction, neither efteemed he the church whereof 
‘they called him the head, to be the catholic church of 
© Chrift: For the church only heareth the voice of her {poufe 
© Chrift, and flieth ftrangers. Howbeit (faith he) if in any 
¢ point to me unknown, | have offended the queen’s majefty, 
¢ Tmuft humbly fubmit myfelf to her mercy, if mercy may be 
_ ro with fafety of confetence, and without the difpleafure of 
.. Anfwer. was made, that the queen would fhew no mercy 
to the Pope’s enemies. i: 

The 29th of January, 1555, was the laft time of Mr. 
Hooper’s appearance before the lord chancellor, and the other 
commiffioners, at St. Mary Overy’s Church; where they had 
long and earneft talk with him. And when they perceived, 
that Mr. Hooper remained firm and conftant in his faith and 


opinion, and would by no means condefcend unto them, he | 


was ordered to be degraded, and had fentence of condemnation 
pronounced againft him; and he was delivered into the cuftody 
of the fheriffs of London, and they carried him to the Clink 
Prifon in Southwark, near the bifhop’s houfe, where he re- 
mained till night, and then he was conveyed over the bridge 
to the prifon of Newgate: and a few days after, the bifhop of 
London came thither with his notary, and degraded him in the ~ 
chapel of Newgate, according to the ufual form. 
And on Tuefday the 5th of February, early in the morning, 
the fheriffs of London delivered Mr. Hvoper to fix of the 
Sear guards, who received him in Fleet-ftreet near St. 
Dunftan’s church, and had orders to convey him to Gloucef- 
ter; and they came thither on Thurfday following in the. after- 
noon, and Mr. Hooper lodged that night atone Mr. Ingram’s 
in Gloucefter-city, and the guards continued in the chamber. 
with him all night. After his firft fleep, Mr. Hooper fpent 
his time in prayer; and in the morning, he defired leave of 


that atl that day (except when he dined, and when he talked 

with perfons that came to fee him) he fpent in prayer. 

_ Sir Anthony Kingfton, who was formérly his friend, was 

_ appointed one of the commiffioners to fee execution done upen 

and he came on Friday in the evening to fee Mr. 
found him at his prayers. As foon as he faw 


him, he 
burft 


_ the puards to retire into the next chamber by himfelf. So : 


| 
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‘burft forth into tears. Mr. Hooper did not know him at firft: 

- then Sir Anthony faid, My lord, do you not know your old 
friend Anthony Kingfton? 
Yes, Mafter Kingfton, faid Mr. Hooper, I now know 
you well, and am glad to fee you in health, and do praife God 
therefore. 
_ But I am forry, faid Sir Anthony, to fee you in this cafe, 
for | underitand you are eome hither todie: but, alas, confider 
that life is fweet, and death is bitter; therefore feeing life may — 
be had, defire to live; for life hereafter may do good. | 
It’s true Mr. Kingfton, faid Mr. Hooper, I am come 
hither to fuffer death, becaufe I will not gainfay the former 
truths which | have here taught among you in this diocefe, _ 
and elfewhere. And I thank you for your friendly counfel, — 
though it be not fo friendly as { could have wifhed. oo 
‘True it is; Mafter Kingfton, that death is bitter, and life 
is fweet; but, alas! confider, that the death to come is more 
bitter, and the life to come is more fweet: therefore for the 
defire and love I have to the one, and the terror and fear of 


the other, I do not fo much regard this death, nor efteem this 


life, but have fettled myfelf through the ftrength of God’s 
holy fpirit, to pafs through the torments and extremities of 
the fire now prepared for me, rather than to deny the truth 
_ of God’s word; deliring you and others, in the mean time, to 
commend me to God’s mercy in your prayers. 
Well, my lord, faid Sir Anthony Kingtton, I perceive © 
there is no remedy, and fo I muft take leave of you; and I 
thank God that I ever knew you, for God did appoint you 
- to call me, being a loft child, and by your good inftructions: 
- whereas before 1 was both an adulterer i fornicator, God 
hath brought me wo the forfaking and detefting the fame. © 

_ Mr. Hooper faid, if you have had the grace fo todo, Ido © 
_ highly praife God for it; and if you have not, I pray God you 
_may have, and that ro may continually live in his fear. 
And fo they both parted in tears. eg i 


_. The fame night the queen’s guards delivered Mr. Hooper 
into the hands of the fheriffs of Gloucefter, who thought to 


' have committed him to the common prifon, called North- 


gate; but were perfuaded to let him continue ftill in Mr. 
eee houfe, and to fet a guard upon him, which they 


did. | 


The mayor.and aldermen came to vifit him, and kindly 
faluted him; for which Mr. Hooper thanked them, and told. 
them, he was.come,to -fuffer death, for that true and fincere 
doctrme which he had formerly taught them when he was _ 

their 
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< their Bifhop, becaufe he would not account it herefy and 
falfhood, as many other men have done. 


And he hoped what he had taught them was not altogether — 
He requefted there might be a quick fire to difpatch him, 
and that he might go to bed betimes; which he did, and flept 
one fleep foundley: and when he rofe, he fpent his time in 
prayer, and defired no man might come to him till the hour of 
execution. 

- On Saturday February the oth, 1555, about eight o’clock 
in the morning, the lord Chandois, Sir Anthony Kingfton, 
- Sir Edmund Bridges, and the reft of the commiffioners came 
together, and fent to Mr.-Hooper to prepare himfelf to go to” 
his execution; and at nine o’clock the fheriff brought him 
from his lodging to the place of execution, which was over- 
againft the college of priefts where he was wont to preach. — 
He was clad in his hoft’s gown, and a hat on his head, anda - 
ftaff in his hand, being lame with the fciatica, ocealioned by — 
his eighteen months imprifonment. Many thoufands of people 
were afiembled to fee him, who much bewailed-and lamented | 

his fad fate. “To whom he faid, * Alas! why are thefe people 

© affembled? perhaps they think to hear fomething from me 

' ©now, as they have in times paft, but fpeech is prohibited 
“me, notwithitanding the caufe of my death is well known 
‘unto them. When I was appointed to be their paftor, I. 
* preached unto them true and {incere doétrine, and that out 
‘of the word of God: becaufe I will not now account the 
‘fame to be herefy and untruth, this kind of death is prepared. 
¢ for me.’ | 7 

When he came to the place of execution, he kneeled down, 
and prayed; and one of his friends, to whom he beckoned, 
came and ftood by him. ‘The prayer he made was. upon the 
whole creed, for the’ fpace of half an hour. ! 

While he was at prayer, a box was brought near him, in 
which was faid to be his pardon from the queen, if he would 
turn: At the fight whereof he cried, If you love my foul, 
away with it. 
- The box being taken away, the lord Chandois faid, fecing ~ 
there is no remedy, difpatch quickly. =i 

Mr. Hooper faid, *‘ Good my lord, I truft your lordfhip 
‘ will give me leave to make an end of my prayers.’ 

Then faid the lord Chandois to Sir Edmund Bridges his 
_ fon, (who had given ear to Mr. Hooper’s prayer at his requeft) 
Edmund, take heed that he do nothing elfe but pray; if he do, © 
tell: me, and I fhall quickly difpatch him. 

| Whilft 


| 
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_Whilft this talk was, there ftept to Mr. Hooper two or 
three perfons uncalled, who heard him utter thefe or the like 
words: ‘* Lord, I am hell, but thou art Heaven. [ ama 
¢ fink of fin, but thou art a gracious God, and merciful Re- 
¢deemer. Have mercy upon memoft mifcrable and wretched _ 
© offender, after thy great mercy, and according to thine in- 

. © eltimable goodnefs.—-My Lord and God, thou feeft what 

€ terrible pains and cruel turments are prepared for thy crea- 

ture; fuch, Lord, as without thy frength, who is able to 

« bear, or patiently to pafs! But all things that are impoffi- 

‘ble to man, are poflible with thee; therefore ftrengthen me 

“ of thy goodnefs, that in the fire I break not the rules of pa- 

* tience, or elfe afluage the terror of the pains, as fhail feem 

¢ moft to thy glory.’ || | 
But as foon as thefe men that reported thefe words were 

{pied by the mayor, they were prefently commanded away. | 


Mr. Hooper having ended his prayers, he rofe up, and — 


ftript himfelf to his fhirt; and a pound of gun-powder in a 
bladder was given him guard, to tie between his legs, 
and the like quantity under each arm: then being fet upon a 
ftool againft the ftake, he defired the people to fay the Lord’s © 
prayer with him. And he was faitened to the ftake with an 
iron hoop about his.middle. ‘I‘here were other irons brought 
for his neck and legs, but he refufed, faying, I am well 
affured { thal] not trouble you. ie 
Thus being ready, he looked upon all the people (of whom 
he was eafily feen, being a tall man, and ftanding upon an 
high ftool) and they beheld him every where weeping. ‘Then 
lifting up his hands and eyes to heaven, he prayed to himfelf. 
Then the executioner afked him forgiven:fs. Mr. Hooper 
faid, Why fhould I forgive thee? I never knew thou com- 
mitteft any offence againtt me, O Sir, faid the man, I am 
appointed to make the fire. i 
Therein, faid Mr. Hooper, thou do’ft not offend me: 
God forgive thee thy fins, and do thine office, I pray thee. — 
Then the reeds were brought and he received two bundles 
of them with his own hands, embraced them, and kifled them, 
and put under each arm one of them, and fhewed how the reft 
Then command was given that fire fhould be put to, which 
was cone. ie | | 


But there being but two horfe-load of faggots, and thofe 


ae preen, it was agood while before the faggots kindled, fo as to 


fire che reeds about him. At length the fire burned oats 
ret about 
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about him, but the wind being ftrong, it blew the fame from 
him, fo that his body was but touched with the fire, 

- Then a few dry faggots were brought, and a new fire » 
kindled with the faggots (for there were no more reeds) and 
that burhed at’ his lower parts, buat had fmall power above, 
becaufe of the wind; it only burnt his hair and fcorched his 
fkin a little. In the time of which fire, even as at the firft 
flame, he prayed, faying mildly, and not véry loud, bit as 
one without pains, * O Jefus, the Son of David, have mercy 


_ © upon me, and receive my foul.” — | 


- After the fecond fire was fpent, he wiped both his eyes with 
his hands; and beholding the people, he faid with an indifferent 
loud voice, For God’s love, good people, let me have miore 
fire. And all this while, his lower parts did burn, for the 
faggots were fo few, that the flame did’ not burn ftrongly-at 
his upper parts. The third fire was kindled within a while 


after, which was more extreme than the othertwo: Then 


_ the bladders of gun-powder brake, which did him little good, 
they were fo ill placed, and the wind hadfuch power, In this 
fire he prayed with a loud voice, Lord Jefu have mercy upon 
me, Lord Jefu have mercy upon me, Lord Jefus receive 
{fpirit. And thefe were the laft words he was heard to utter. 
_ But when he was black im the mouth, and his tongue fwolten - 

that he could not fpeak, yet his lips moved, till they were 


_ fhrunk to the gums: And he knocked his breaft with his 


hands, till one of his arms fell off; and then he knocked: fill 
with the other, till it ftuck to the iron on his breafb, and fo 
bowing forwards, he yielded up his fpirit = 
-Thus was he three quarters of an hour in the fire, even as a 
lamb patiently abiding the extremity thereof, not moving an 
way, but having his nether parts burned, and his bowe 
fallen out, he died as quietly as a child inhis beds For whofe 
conftancy, Almighty God be praifed. 
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| To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 
: You know the following Effay on the Refurreétion of Chrift, 
__ was attempted, according to the principles and rules of 
__ judgment in matters of human teftimony, laid down by Dr. 
Watts, in his Logic, Part II. chap. V. fect. V. If it 
{ .appear to you, on a review, that it may be ufeful to the 

- world, you are at liberty to publifh it in your Magazine. 


Fact. “ God raifed Chrift from the dead,” Acts xiii, 
 30.. In every view this fact is very important; and if the 
truth of it can be made out,-merely as a matter of human 
_ teftimony, I truft it will be confidered in all it’s force and 
‘extent, “4 the infidel, the wavering believer, and the efta- 
*blifhed Chriftian. 
_. It muft be confefled, that what is affirmed in the propo- 
| _ fition may be true, becaufe the action is afcribed to Almighty 
“God, with whom nothing is impoffible. _ ris 
It appears probable that it may be true, when we confider, 
‘that the death and exaltation of the Meffiah, were foretold 
by the prophets (fee Dan. ix. 26, and Pfalm cx. 1.) ‘This 
neceflarily fuppofes, that he would not fuffer him to remain 
: among the dead. Prophecy and miracles both confpire to 
ee “prove that Jefus of Nazareth was the Meffiah; therefore it 
is very probable God raifed him from the dead. Many cir- 
scumftances concur to make it fo: he fent an angel to an- 
_ mounce his birth—he guided the fages to him by a ftar— 
teftified his love to him at his baptifm, and_his transfigura- 
tion—he convulfed nature in a moft aftonifhing manner at 
his death ; and can it be ftrange that he fhould raife him 
trom the dead ? 
But thefe are not all: it is well known the body of Chrift 
was laid in a new tomb—Jefus had foretold his own refur- 
_reétion—the Jews dreaded it, and fought to prevent it, by | 
fealing the ftone and fetting a watch; but very early in the 
morning of the third day there was a great earthquake, the 
angel of the Lord defcended, and rolled back the ftone from 
the fepulchre, and fat upon it, the foldiers faw him and were 
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afraid; and he teftified that Chrift was rifen. ‘The foldiers’ 
went and reported all thefe things to the priefts ; this caufed 
them to confult with the elders, and they concluded to bribe 
the foldiers to fay his difciples ftole him away while they 
flept. How indiikely that any of them fhould fleep in that 
cafe! Efpecially that they fhould all fleep at once—ftill more 
that they fhould know what pafled then; but moft of all 
that the few affrighted difciples of Jefus who forfook him at 
his death, fhould dare to make fuch a dangerous attempt. 
Thefe things confpire to prove that Chrift was raifed: it 
could not be by human power : it would not be by infernal 
means, therefore we do not wonder at Paul faying “ God 
« raifed him from the dead.” ; 
- Butis it likely Paul fhould know the truth of this cafe? 
This cannot reafonabty be doubted: feeing it is highly pro= 
bable he was in Jerufalem at the very time in which thefe 
things took place in it’s fuburbs, and was intimately ac- 
quainted with the priefts and fcribes; fo that he muft have 
known if it had ever been fairly difproved. He had, no 
doubt, converfed with many who had feen Jefus upon earth 
after his refurrection, before he ftated this faét: conlider fur- 
ther; Jefus had fpoken to him from heaven after his refur- 
rection and exaltation—had given him a commiffion to preach 
the gofpel to the Gentiles, and furnifhed him with miracu- 
~ lous powers to fit him for that work; fo that we may fafely 
conclude he muft know the truth, When we confider how _ 
_ wealoufly Paul perfecuted the church of Chrift while a Pha- 
rifee, and how affiduoufly he promoted the caufe of the Re- 
deemer after his ésaveliion to Chriftianity, we can have no 
doubt but he Aoneffly fpoke and aéted according to the dic- 
tates of his confcience at all times: neither have we any 
reafon to queftion his faithfulne/s in ftating facts, when we 
remember what he fays of himfclf in the cafe of Stephen; of 
his conduét towards the faints, Acts xxvi. 10, Ir, and of the © 
object of his journey to Damafcus, Then, as Paul muft - 
know the truth of this matter; as he appears fo faithful, and 
declares that “ God raifed Chrift from the dead,” we may — 
reafonably fuppofe it isa fact. 
But fome may fay, “ perhaps fecular intereft might influ- — 
ence him:”’ if fo, he would have denied the faé&t. Had he 
confidered fecular intereft he would have continued a Pha- 
rifee; he doubtlefs enjoyed many advantages of this kind 
among them, but when he became convinced of the truth or 
Chriftianity, he “ conferred not with flefh and blood,” but 
smmediately began to preach the gofpel, though he had no- 
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neither does it appear that he had ever converfed with any of 
them when he frit preached it, 
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thing to expect in this world but perfecution, difgrace and 
death ; and he tells us he had fuffered the lofs of all things 
for propagating this truth and Glick Ipsineticd with it. 


This abundantly ftrengthens his evidence. He could have 


no original prejudice in favour of it to warp his judgment, 
for till the very day in which he embraced it, he was doing 


all in his power to extirpate it from the earth Whocan . 


queftion the validity of this man’s teftimony ? eee 

It may be afked further: “ Are there any other perfons 
who report this matter ?”? ‘To this we can anfwer, there 
are four others who have written each a particular account| 
of it,.and concur to eftablifh it: three of them converfed . 
with Chrift after his refurrection, and faw him afcend to 
heaven; the other fays “ he had perfect knowledge of ail. 


“ things from the beginning.” ‘Thefe four hiftorians all 


fay Chrift was raifed from the dead on the third day after 
his crucifixion; (in this Paul agrees with them, 1 Cor. xv. 
4.) that this was the firft day of the week, and that it was 
very early in the morning of that day, that this wonderful 
event took place. Paul and the evangelifts all fay, that he 
was feen afterwards by all his difciples. We alfo na Peter, 


who went in great hafte to the fepulchre in the morning of 
the third day, to prove the truth of the report which the 


woman had brought to the difciples refpecting the refurrec- _ 
tion of Chrilt, declaring in Jerufalem, before a multitude of — 
people of all defcriptions, that God had raifed Chrift from 


the dead, Acts ii. 24. This was within two months after 


the event took place; and fuch was the evidence he gave of 
it, that three thoufand people believed it, and aéted upon it 
that fame day. We have an account of his affirming the 
fame a twice afterwards, chap. ili. 15. and iv. 10. the 
Jaft time he did it before the rulers, elders, {cribes, and high- 

y could fay nothing againft it; fo that we have 
imony of fix perfons, five of whom converfed. 


witneffes, for Paul tells the Corinthians, that after his refur- 
rection, he was ieen of more than five hundred brethren at 
once, and adds, that moft of them were alive at the time 


when he wrote. 


Do any fufpect that » fecret confederacy was formed, to 


-impofe upon mankind in this affair? This could not be; 


for Paul was unknown to the difciples when they firft broached 
it, and a great enemy to the fact itfelf for fome time after : 
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Tt cannot’ rationally be fuppofed that more than five hune. 
dred people could have been brought to unite in fuch a cheat, — 
without any profpect of worldly advantage, and that not one 
of them fhould ever have difcovered the fame, which it is 
certain they never did, for if they had, the whole fcheme muft 
have inftantly fallen to the ground. D+ 
_ Again: the accounts given by the evangelifts and Paul, 
fo far differ with refpect to fome inferior circumftances attend- 
_ ing the refurre€tion, as plainly to fhow that there was no 
combination. 

It is plain too, that the propagators of this fact were natu- 
rally men of very different views and interefts: Paul was a 
learned, bigotted Pharifee—Luke was a man of letters—Mat- 
thew was one of the chief among the publicans—Peter, An- 
drew, James, and John were plain, fenfible, illiterate fifher- 
men ; and it feems the reft of the difciples were much of the 
fame caft. How unlikely, that men of fuch different educa- 
tions, prejudices, views, and interefts, fhould all fo cordially 
_ join to propagate a falfehood ; and efpécially that they fhould 

all perfift in doing it in the midft of the moft grievous perie- 
cutions, at the conftant hazard of their, lives, and all this 
without the moft diftant profpect of worldly advantage, and 
at laft fuffer death or- banifhment rather than give it up! 
Thefe confiderations, taken together, will not fuffer us to 
believe, there could be any deception in this matter. Befides, 
it is evident from the hiftories written by the evangelitfts, 
that they were faithful impartial men, or they would not — 
are, aoe fo plainly of their own pride, folly, ignorance, 

c. &c. 

If the propofition we are now confidering had not been 
true, it might have been eaj/ily refuted at firfi: Chrift was 
publicly crucified at Jerufalem by order of government; and 
to prevent any deception being ufed with refpect to his dead 
body, the fosihies, pharifees, and priefts fealed up the fepul~ 
chre, and fet a watch, fo that they muft know the truth. 
This ftory was firft made public at Jerufalem, a few weeks 
after the crucifixion, before the fcribes, pharifees, and priefts 
_ themfelves: had it not been true, thefe men had every oppor- 

tunity to expofe it’s falfehood ; yea, all the common people 
might then eafily know the truth, as well as thofe ftrangers 
from all parts of the world, who were at Jerufalem when this 

furprifing event was announced, Acts ii. vie. 
 _ Again: fome of the Chriftians faid there was no refur- 
rection of the dead—Paul argues this point with them—-he 
lays the whole-ftrefs of his argument on the certainty of 


Chrift’s 
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Chrift’s refurrection, and tells them that fome hundreds of 
perfons who had feen him after he was raifed again were 
then alive: it is eafy to fee how they might know the truth. 
In fhort, can it be fuppofed that great numbers, both .of . 
Jews, Corinthians, and ftrangers, would not be lec, either 
by curiofity, or juftice to.themfelves, or both, to examine 
this matter thoroughly at the time, as it was then fo eafy 
_ to gain complete information. We cannot doubt but they 
tried—if the thing were falfe they muft have fucceeded—if 
they had fucceeded the world would certainly have known 
it; but as this never was known, we fairly conclude, that 
nm examination they found reafon to believe that “ God 
rainfed Chrift from the dead.” 
When we confider what numbers of almoft all defcrip- 
tions believed this fact, and acted upon it, in Jerufalem itfelf, 
in Judea in general, and in the world at large, within a few 
months or years after it was firft ftated: when we remem- 
ber that four or five written accounts of this matter were 
publifhed to the world within feventy years after the event 
took place—that none of thefe were ever difproved; but, on 
the contrary, that this truth has been believed, and thefe 
writings received as authentic through all fucceeding ages; 
_ and that we have thefe very accounts now in our hands, our 
belief of this great doctrine is fully confirmed and eftablifhed. 
But perhaps fome may fay, “* the multitude are very ready 
to be carried away with pretended miracles, without exa- 
mining narrowly into their reality; and when they have 
once gained credit, it is eafy to lead men blindly on from 
age to age in the belief of them, and who can tell but it has. 
been fo in this cafe’’? To this we anfwer, that the difci- 
ples of Chrift themfelyes were very backward to believe that 
he was raifed again: the report. of the women who were firft 
at the fepulchre “ feemed to them as idle tales, and they 
“ believed them not,” Luke xxiv. 11. Afterwards he ap- 
_ peared to two of his difciples—“ they went and told it unto 
“ the refidue: neithef believed they them,” Mark xvi. 13. 
After this “ he appeared unto the eleven as they fat at meaf, 
“ and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardnefs of 
«“ heart 5°’ and to convince them that it was he himfelf and» 
not a fpirit, he fhowed them his hands, fide, and feet; and - 
eat fleth before them. See Mark xvi. 14. Luke xxiv. 36. 
to 43- John XX. 19. 20. It feems Thomas was on fome 
account abfent, arid did not fee Jefus at this time: when 
he came his brethren told him they had feen the Lord; but 
he believed them not. In about eight days after he appeared © 
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again tothe difctples when Thomas was with them, and faid 
to him, “ reach hither thy finger, and beheld my hands; 
‘« and reach hither thy hand, and thruft it into my fide; and 
“be not faithlefs but believing.’”? Such evidence he could 
not refift, but exclaimed, ** My Lord and my God!” John 
xx. 26, 27.. Paul was fo far ace crediting this fact on flight 
grounds, that. it was not till Jefus had fpoken to him from 
heaven that he believed it. ‘This incredulity of the apoftles 
ftrongly confirms their teftimony. It is plain the multitude 
did not receive it without good evidence, for befides the 
proof beforé adduced, they were witnefles to real miracles 
wrought to confirm it before they believed-it, Aéts ii. It 
is evident men have not been led on in a blind belief of it 
from age to age without inquiry, for many in different ages 
have called it in queftion, and endeavoured to difprove it; 
but inftead of this being effected, every inveftigation has 
turned to it’s confirmation. Who then can fay that Chrif- 
-tians have not a folid, rational foundation,for their hope in a 
 rifen Saviour? And efpecially when we add, that there are 
no real objections remaining againft it. Some indeed fay, 
“ the hiftorians themfelves,do not agree in it:” to this it 
may fairly be replied, that they do all agree in the thing — 
itfelf—the day in which it took place—the time of the day, | 
and in faying that they all iaw him after his refurrection: 
‘this is as much as can reafonably be expected from honeft — 
men in their fituation. “That one of them thould ftate more 
of the circumftances attending it than dnother, ought not to 
excite wonder, confidering how common it is among the 
beft hiftorians to do the fame ‘with refpeét to matters of 
fact. But fome fay, “ their words are not all exactly the — 
fame: No; it was not their object to ufe the fame words, 
but to ftate the fame fact. In all matters of human tefti- 
-Mony, where a number of witnefles are concerned, it is 
deemed quite fufficient that they concur in ftating the fame 
thing or things; and indeed were they all to do this in the 
very fame words, it would not fail to excite fufpicion of 
fome confederacy among them; fo that the difference, fo far 
as it. may be called one, rather ftrengthens than weakens 
theirevidence, ‘I’o conclude, there is nothing improbable 
in the thing itfelf— The perfon who reports if muft know 
the truth, and was honef? and faithful in declaring it. Seve 
ral others as well informed, and of equal integrity, aflert it 
with the greateft pofitivity, and all perfified in doing it in Cire 
cumitances the moft trying. Had it been falfe it might 
‘eafily have been refuted; confidering the time, the place, 
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and the manner of it’s publication. It gained credit 
at firft, and has been believed and acted upon ever fince. It 
was clofely inveftigated at firft; has been frequently con- 
trovetted fince, but never difproved—no real objections re- 
main againft it—no circumftances oppofe it. From the 
whole, therefore, we naturally, we neceflarily, yea joyfully, 
conclude with the apoftle, that “ God raifed him ft om the 
“ dead.”” O, my foul! Praife Him who performed this 


wonderous deed, and appointed fuch a cloud of witnefles to 


atteft the truth of it to the world. Amen, a 
March 4, 1799. 


N.B. The preceding Effay is a logical ecicite of a 
young man, preparing for the Chriftian miniftry. e 


the Editor of ihe General Baptift 
gir, 


The following lines are dctiaBhed from the alin of the 
Tate Rev. Mr. Jonathan Edwards. If you fhall think . 
them worthy x er in your Magazine you will oblige 


Your’s, &c. 


HE that is travelling cena a “place comes nearer and. 
nearer to it continually: fo we fhould be endeavouring to 
come nearer to heaven, in being more heaventy. We fhould 
endeavour continually to be more and more as we hope to 
be in heaven, in refpect of holinefs and conformity to God. 
We thould labour to be continually growing in divine love; 
that this may be an increafing flame in our hearts, till our 
\ hearts afcend. wholly in this flame. We fhould be grow- 
ing in obedience and an heavenly converfation, that we may 
do the will of God on earth as the angels do in heaven. 
We ought to be continually growing in comfort and {piritual © 
joy ; in fenfible communion with God and Jefus Chrift. 
Our path fhould be as the fhining light that fhines more | 
more unto the perfect.day. 

We ought to be hungering and thirfting after righteoufa 


after an increafe in righteoufneds, © As new born 
babes 
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4 babes defire the fincere milk of the word, that they may 
+ grow thereby,” 1 Pet. 22. And we fhould make the per-, 
feion of heaven our mark ; we fhould reft in nothing fhort 
of this, but be prefling towards this mark, and labouring 
continually to be coming nearer and nearertoit. ‘ This one 
‘‘ thing I do, forgetting thofe things which are behind, and 
‘¢ reaching forth to thofe things that are before, I prefs to- 
«¢ ward the mark for the prize of the high calliag of Gad in 

And when we have worldly enjoyments, we fhould be. 
ready to part with them, whenever they are in the way of our 
going to heaven; we fhould fell all this world for heaven. 

- When once any thing we have becomes a clog or hindrance 

_ jn the way heavenward, we fhould quit it immediately. 
When we ufe our worldly enjoyments and poffeffions it 
fhould be with fuch a view, and in fuch a manner as to 
farther us in our way heavenward.,’ 

Thus we fhould eat and drink and clothe ourfelves, and thus 
fhould we improve the converfation and enjoyment of friends; 
and whatever bufinefs we are fetting about, whatever defign 
we are engaging in, we fhould enquire with ourfelves whether 
this bufinefs or undertaking will forward us in our way to 
heaven? and, if not, we fhould quit our defign. — 

Our continuance in this world is very fhort—man’s days 
on earth are as a fhadow. It was never defigned by God 
that this world fhould be our home; we were not born into 
this world for thatend. If God has given us good eftates, if 
we aré fettled in families, and God has given us children and 
other friends that are very pJeafant to us, it is with no fuch 
view or defign that we fhould be furnifhed and provided for 
here as for a fettled abode, but that we fhould ufe them for 
the prefent, and then leave them again in a very little time. 
If we {pend our lives in the purfuit of a temporal happinefs— 

‘if we fet our hearts on riches, and feek happinefs in them— 
if we feek to be happy in fenfual pleafures—if we fpend our 
lives in feeking the credit and efteem of men—if we fet 

.our hearts on our children, and look to be happy’ in them, | 

_&c.—all thefe things will be of little fignificancy to ws. 

. Death will blow up all our hopes and expe¢tations, and will 

put an.end to our enjoyment of thefe things. ‘The places 

_that have known us will know us no more, and the eye that 

_ has feen us fhall fee us no more. We muft be taken away 

. for ever from all thefe things, and it is uncertain when—it 

_may be foon after we have receivedthem. _ ; 
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» "The'prefent fate is fhort and tranfitory, but our ftate in the 
other world is everlafting.—There is but a very. imperfeét 
union with God to be had in this world, a ver imperfect 
knowledee of God in the midft of abundance of darknefs.— 
‘But when we get to heaven (if ever that be) there we fhall be 
brought to a perfect union with God. ‘There we fhall have 
the cleareft views of God. We fliall fee face to fate, and kittoW 
as we are known.— We fhall be like him, for we thall fee him 
atheis, 
_ In Keavén alone is the attainment of our higheft good. God 
is the higheft good of the reafonable creature. “Ihe enjoyment 
of him is our proper happinefS; and is the only happinefs with 
which our fouls canbe fatished. [0 go to heaven fully toen- 
joy God; is infinitely better than the moft pleafant accommo. . 
dations here; better than fathers or mothers, hufbands, wives, 
or children; or the company of any, or all earthly friends. 
_ Thefe are but fhadows, but the enjoyment of God is the fub- 
ftance. Thefe are but {cattered beams; but God is the fun. | 
Thefe are but ftreams, but God is the fountain. Thefe are 


_ but drops; but God is the ocean. 


i 


REFLECTIONS ON INFIDEL WR 


IDE! ITERS, 


LETTER Il. 


of Give the devil his due,” is an old faying. Iam not | 
aifpofed to ac in contradiction to this maxim); forjuftice're- 
quires us to give to every one his due, without exctpting the 

_ Mdewil himfelf. Neither would I violate it with regard to the 

_ owriters on the fide of Infidelity, in withholding from them | 


their due. ‘Though their labours have been produGtive of | oS 


«much mifchief to fociety in a moral point of view, “yet ‘they 
_ have alfo been the occafion of much good, although the par- 

ticular advantage I refer to, did not come within thecompafs — 
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oftheir defign. I will not attempt to appreciate their labours, 
nor difcufs the queftion, whether they have done moft good 
’ or harm; but this I think may be fairly conceded to them, 
that they have led many to inveftigate the grounds of Chrifti- 
-anity, provoked the difcuffion of the fubject of it’s evidences, | 
_ and drawn forth many able defences of Divine Revelation, 
~ which, probably, would not otherwife have made their ap- 
pearance. In confequence of which, every perfon who 
deems the fubje& fufficiently important, (and what can with 
_ propriety be put in competition with it?) may obtain the 
moft complete fatisfaction. Befides, many Chriftians have 
been confirmed in their belief on a more comprehenfive view 
of the proper evidence of revelation ; and many wavering 
minds, who have ‘had the prudence to read thofe defences — 
with impartiality, may have received a decided turn in it’s 
favour. This is an important advantage, and Infidels have 
been the occafion of it. Men need not become Infidels, 
becaufe attempts have been made to defend and recommend 
religious fcepticifm ; any more than they need emigrate to 
America, or make a voyage to Hindoftan, becaufe fome 


writers have recommended the one, or difplayed the riches of 


the other. Have not the very worft caufes had their advo- 
cates? It does not follow that they have truth on their fide, 
or that Chriftianity is a fcheme of human contrivance, be- 
caufe they are pleafed pofitively to affirm it. An impartial 
enquirer will rigidly attend to the old and fafe rule, audi alteram 
partem,* and then judge; which, I have no doubt will al- 
ways determine in favour of Chriftianity. But it is much to 
be feared, this important rule is feldom regarded by perfons 
of that perfuafion, or by thofe pre-difpofed to infidelity, with 
that ftri€tnefs which it’s importance demands, and to which, 
one would think the plain dictates of unfophiflicated reafon 
would lead them. | 
_ France, fome years ago, produced a number of f{ceptical 
writers, whofe reputation for fcience, wit, or an agreeable 
ftvle, gave their writings an extenfive circulation,' and a 
fanction to their opinions; and it is probably owing to them, 
in part at leaft, that the number of unbelievers has fo mich 
increafed. Among the moft noted of thefe muft be ranked 
Diderot, d'Alembert, Helvetius, Rouffeau, and Voltaire. Bue 
had the religious mummeries, the abfurd tenets, and the. in- 
tolerant fpirit of the Popifh hierarchy and its infolent and 
worldly minded pricits, no influence in predifpofing the minds 


7 
wt 
2 2 | 


204 CORRESPONDENCE. 


of many to fall in with their principles? And do not religious 


- eftablifhments in general, as mere engines of ftate, accom 


panied with penalties in cafe of difobedience, contribute 


greatly to promote fo unworthy a caufe? Voltaire, by his 


numerous writings, his agreeable vivacity of ftyle, dnd his 


poignant wit, laboured with more fuccefs, perhaps, than any 


of the reft, He has appeared as the advocate of toleration; 


_ took a lively intereft in the cafes of the unfortunate and per- 


fecuted families of Calas and Serven; and undoubtedly con- 
tributed much to blunt the edge of the perfecuting fword, 


and to bring into deferved difcredit, the fyftem that required | 
or authorized it. “Though unconfcious of any predilection © 
for the notions or manners of Infidels, I fhould not long 


hefitate in determining, whether I would live in a nation of 
them, or of fuch chriffians whofe religious fyftem admitted 
the lawfulnefs of torture, affaffination, and burning; who 
would make no {cruple, but think they performed a merito- 
rious work, in cutting my throat, burning my body, and 
configning my foul to the devil, as an incurable, damnable 


heretic, if I ventured to profefs opinions not authorifed by 
the eitablifhed creed; and all this from the love of God, 


and for the glory of Chrift! When I look over the blood- 


_ftained pages of ecclefiaftical hiflory, and view thofe fcenes of | 
dragooning, mutilation, and butchery, in all their horrid 


forms, which it exhibits to the contemplative mind ; and re- 


flect that the church which authorifed fuch brutality, called © 
itfelf the only true church of Chriff, and the infligators of it 
his only true vicars and difciples; 1 ceafe to wonder that there — 
_ have been fo many who have rejeGted chriftianity in toto. | 
_. But let it not be fuppofed that I mean to infinuate, that. 


fuch condu& in thofe who call themfelves Chriftians, isa 
fufficient excufe for embracing infidelity. This is not my 


_ defign. I neither intend to be the encomiaft nor apologift of 
unbelievers. ‘Their conduct appears to me utterly unjuttifi- 


able and highly cenfurable, in fuffering eftablifhed fyftems 
profefiing to be chriftian, but in reality a very different thing ; 


or the conduét of fuch as profefs to be the difciples of Chrift, | 
but,arein reality very differentcharaMers, to have any influence 


in determining on the merits of Chriftianity: and not forming 
their opinion from the Chriftian fcriptures alone, with which 
the former have nothing to do. ‘J his would have been the 
fafeft and moft confiftent method to adopt, and ought un- 


‘doubtedly to have been purfued. Neither are thofe to be | 
juftified, who have imbibed fceptical principles from the 


writings of unbelievers, becaufe there is reafon to doubt 


whether 
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ehether they have read the defences of Chriftianity alfo, or 
have read them with that impartiality and ferioufnefs which 
- fo weighty a fubject demands. 
It does not appear that they who defert the chriftian pro= 
feffion and character, and avow them(felves unbelievers, gain 
any thing in point of morals. Nor have they who have 
Jaboured moft affiduoufly to overturn the chriftian religion 
evinced themfelves the advocates of a very. ftri& moralitys — 
This can fearcely be expeéted when fuch opinions as the 
following are maintained by them; viz. that ** Man is a 


mere animal—that animal gratification is the chiefend of 


« our being—that right and wrong depend folely on the de- 
“ cifion of the magiitrate—that ridicule is the teft of truth— 
“that we may lawfully get all things, if we can get them 
« fafely—that modefty is infpired only by prejudice, and has 
‘¢ it’s foundation in the mere defire of appearing to be fuperior 
 ¢9 animals—that adultery is lawful according to the Reli- 
<< sion of Nature—that, there is no wrong in lewdnefs, ex- 
«* cept in the higheft inceft—that God exercifes ng providence 
““ over mankind—and that holinefs, goodnefs, juftice, and 
4 truth may be defects in the divine charater,”’ ec. Do not 
fuch opinions as thefe confound right and wrong; make them 
_any thing or nothing’; and open the door to every {pecies of 
enormity? Can fuch pofitions meet with reception in any 
_ mind that is not funk into the very depths of depravity? The 
tenets and conduét of Hume the hiftorian and metaphyfician, 
were congenial to the above, and refleé&t no great honour on 
the caufe he efpoufed, nor form any prefumption in it’s 
favour. He afferted ‘ that there is no reafon to believe the 
_“ univerfe proceeded from a caufe—that it is unreafonable to 
‘believe God is infinitely wife and good—that what we be- 
‘ lieve to be a perfection in God may be a defect—that female — 
‘ infidelity, when known, is a fmall thing, when unknown, 
£ nothing—that adultery muft be practifed, if we would 
¢ obtain all the advantages of life—that pride and felf-valu- 
“ation, taper legs, and broad fhoulders are virtues—that 
4 felf-denial and humility are not virtues, but ufelefs and 
mifchievous ; that they the heart, itupify the under- 
‘ ftanding, and four the temper—that fuicide is lawful on 
¢ this, as one principal ground, .that it cannot. be oppofed to 
‘the will of God, becaufe it takes place.’ ** Of courfe, 
_ “© whatever takes place is conformable to the will of God. 
“* Falfhood, therefore, injuftice, murder, revenge, tyranny, 
_“ fraud, and every other crime, are conformable co the will 
| ‘of 
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| 
< of God, for they all take place,””—-W ho, in the fober ufe 
of their reafon will abandon the pure precepts, the fublime _ 
morality of the New Teftament, for fuch monftrous dogmas ;_ 


_ that feem better calculated for the precincts ef a feraglig, than | 


to regulate the manners of general fociety. 
Every reader of this Author’s celebrated hiftory knows 


that he lofes no opportunity of applauding vice, profligacy, 
and irreligion, wherever they occur ; and fhews himfelf the 


advocate or apologilt of intolerance and arbitrary power, par- 
ticularly under the reign of the Stuarts. “The poor Puritans 


_ every where come in for their fhare of his contempt. Yet 


while he reprefents their principles as “ frivolous,” and their 
habits as “ ridiculous,” truth, I fuppofe, conftrained him to 
do them the juitice of admitting, “ that the precious {park of 
« Jiberty had been kindled and was preferved by them; and 


& that to them the Englifh owe the whole freedom of their con- 


“ ftitution.”’ He tpeaks in terms of approbation, of the cha, 
raster of that enemy to a}] religion and decency, and monfter 


ef debauchery, Charles II. and the diflolute manners that | 


prevailed in his court and reign. Hence it appears that a man 
may be a ftaunch infidel and an abandoned profligate at the 
fame time, without any impeachment of his underftanding or 


hisheart. Execrable! Nothing excites thefe writers powers 
of ridicule more readily or forcibly than that fpirit of devo- 


tion, ferioufnefs and godlinefs inculcated in the Chriftian reve- 
lation, which they generally ftigmatife with the odious names 
of fanaticifm, puritanifm, precifion, and the like. Can the 


impartial overlook this; or think it any proof of the good-— 


neis of their caufe’? If any of your readers have had their 
faith in miracles weakened by the metaphyfical fubtilty and 


ingenious fophiftry of Mr. Hume, let them read the folid 


reafoning of Campbell in reply. 


_ “Pn Smith’s life of Hume, an account is: given of the tran- 


uility of his mind before, and at the time of his death. This, 
if real, may ‘be accounted for on the ground of that felf-delu- 
fion of which the mind is capable by a reiterated and long aflo- 
ciation of opinions holden, with the term truth, which they 
eonneét with fuch opinions. Men, by continually withing 
certain opinions to be true, and indefatigably labouring to 
think and prove them fo, may at length be brought to believe | 
them‘really true; ‘and feel that datisfaction.and confidence. which 


due totruth only. This may have been the cafe: with Mr. 


Hume. But, from the fame account it appears, that if -his 
mind: were compofed, it was.not.very ferious, or he would not 
havextrifled away his lait: moments at whilt, nor.have idly 

employed 
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émployed himfelf with Lucian’s account of the excufes made 
by departed fpirits againft entering Charon’s boat: nor have 
fo vainly talked about the excufes he had been attempting te 
frame to fuit his own cafe, and fatisfy the ftern ferryman. 
J muft own, that my apprehenfion is too dull to difcern 
either fuperiority of reafon or wifdom, or well-timed wit, in. 


fuch death-bed exercifes. How different and much more - 


- efirable has been the departure of many a Chriftian, both 
fearhéd and unlearned ; this tranquility, however, might be 
only apparent and ‘not real: it might be only affected to’cover 
anxiety of mind ard perturbed fpirits, to reftrain bufy 
thought, and prevent gloomy reflection. It was neéceffary, in — 
order to:preferve confiltency, that the man who had fo long 
and fo loudly denied Chriftianity in his life, fhould attempt to 
thew that he had no need of it’s f{upport in death. But fucha 
ftate, with fuch views, can be productive of little fatisfaction 
either in retrofpect or profpect. If this is to be confidered as 
a fpecimen of a philofophical death, it adminifters neither 
caufe of envy to the chriftian nor triumph to the unbeliever. 
I would much rather, when contemplating fuch an event, 
adopt the language of Mr. Grove: ‘* Let who will pleafe 
themfelves with talking of a philofophical death, ‘may I “die 
jike'a chriftian! Let them truft to natural reafon; but, O 
‘Lord, do thou give me faith: let this angel comfort me in 
‘my dying agonies, and I matter them not. Faith will proj 
my languifhing head, difpel the mift from my clouded 
eyes, quicken my feeble pulfe, and revive my finking fpirits ; 
_ the richeft cordial in nature cannot compare with it. hen — 
my ftrength and my heart fail me, this will be the ftrength 
of my heart, by affuring me that God will my portion 
for ever.” 
Not more caufe of triumph on the one hand, norof envy 
‘on the other, did the death of that active infidel Voltaite — 
afford. Itis faid, that while he doubted the exiftence of 
a God, he folemnly profeffed to believe the Catholic rligion. 
Ana fit of illnefs, fometime before his deceafe, the Abbe 
Gauthier confeffed him, and received a profeffion of faith 
from him, by which he declared that he died in'the Catholic 
‘teligion, in which he was born. This conduct his biographer 
(Condorcet) condemns, as offending enlightened men rather 
_ more than it edified the devotees, as’he ‘is’ pleafed ‘to-eall 
them. If Voltaire were fincere in his confeffion, his con- 
__ yiction was neither deep rooted, nor of long continuance, as - 
Was afterwards fufficiently evinced. And, to play the 


hypo- 
_ crite. 
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crite, in the immediate view of death, moft certainly did nog 
fhew either integrity of heart, or eminence of virtue; it wag 
unmanly and bafe. On the former fuppolition his behavi. 
our Thewed that, in defiance of his confidence and _boldnefs, 
his confcience {till had it’s qualms: on the latter, that he 
was deftitute of all-virtuous principle—in a word, to ufe the - 


pointed expreffion of a modern writer, “he died as a fooj 
dieth.”” Such conduct gives no very favourable view of. 
thofe principles that could produce no better effects. If fuch 


inconiiftency, fuch trifling and hypocrify, be the genuine 
offspring of infidelity, it’s advocates have little caufe to boaft, 
and the chriftian: will paufe before he embraces it. Voltaire 
recovered. The Curate of St. Sulpice, who earneftly withed 
to compel him at leaft to acknowledge the divinity of Jefus 
Chrift, one day drew him from his lethargy by fhouting in 
his ear, “ Do you believe the divinity of Jefus Chrift?” 
« Inthe name of God, Sir,” replied Voltaire, “ fpeak to me 
no more of that man, but let me die in peace.*” — 


Tam your’s, &c. 


May toth, 1799. SOPHRON. 


Your readers, whoare defirous, may obtain a concife view 


of what were the different-and contradictory opinions of the 


ancients, with the characters of fome of their greateft philo- 


fophers. Alfo,afpecimen of the palpable contradi@ions ame 


mous abfurdities, horrid blafphemies, and abominable licen- 


‘tioufnefs, contained in the writings of our moft noted Englifh 


‘deiftical writers, in two excellent difcourfes on the nature and 
danger of Infidel Philofophy, by Dr. Dwight, Prefident of Yale 
College in® America, and re-publifhed in London, The judicious 


-reader, when he has carefully perufed them, will be confirmed 


in the opinion, that the plain dotirines, the pure precepts, 


and the enchanting profpects of chriftianity, would be ill ex- 
changed for fuch monftrous extravagancies; and that chrif- 
_tianity, 1f confidered as a fyftem of human contrivance only © 


(which it would be impoffible to maintain anda folly to fup- 
ofe), is infinitely preferabletothem. And, if I miftake not, 
i. will be inclined to acquiéfce in the opinion of Mr. Wake- 


“field, who fays: ** Toffed about by the contending waves of 
Gentile philofophy, and wandering with an uncertain courle 
-under the malignant glimmerings of natural religion, my veflel 
- flies for refuge into the haven of the Gofpel, where fhe may 


cait at length the anchor of her hope, and ride in fafety.”? 


To 
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_ Lo the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 
The following counfel, for perfonal and family godlinefs, 
was given by that worthy Minifter of the Gofpel, Mr. 
Alleine, and, in my humble opinion, is well worthy the 
notice and obfervation of every profeffor of Chriftianity. 
Some of your readers, perhaps, may have the original, 
but the greater part, I fhould think, have never feen it ;’ 
‘therefore I commend it as worthy a plage in your ufeful 
_Mifcellany. However, I fubmit it to you to do with > 
it as you pleafe. 
ak I am, with the greateft refpect, your’s, 


T. 


BELOVED, I defpair of ever tiringing you to falvation, 
without fan@tification, or poffeffing you of happinefs, without. 
perfuading you to holinefs. God know8, I have not the leaft. 
hope ever to fee one of your faces in heaven, except you be. 
converted and fanétified, and exercife~yourfelves unto god-. 


linefs; I befeech you, ftudy perfonal godlinefs and family 


linefs. 
J. Perfonal godlinefs. Let it be your firft care to fet up 


-Chrift in your hearts: fee that you make all your worldly 
-interefts to ftoop to him, that you be entirely and uprefervedly 


devoted unto him. ‘ If you wilfully and deliberately, and 
‘* ordinarily harbour any fin, you are undone,” Pfal. 68. 21. 


Ezek. 18. 20. ** See that you unfeignedly take the laws of 


‘“‘ Chrift as the rule of your words, thoughts, and aétions: . 
‘¢ and fubje& your whole man, members and mind, faith- 
‘* fully to him,” Pfal. 119. 24. Rom: 6. 13. ‘* If you have 
“¢ not a true refpe&t to all God’s commandments, you are 
unfound at heart,” Pfal. 119. 6. Oh! ftudy to get the 


image and imprefs of Chrift upon you within; begin with 


your hearts, elfe you build without a foundation : labour to 
get a faving change within, or elfe all external performances 
will be to no purpofe. And then itudy to fhew forth the 
power of godlinefs in the life; let piety be your firft and great 


_ bufinefss it is the higheft point of juftice to give God his due. 


‘< Beware that none of you be a prayerlefs perfon, for that is 
‘a moft certain difcovery of a Chriftlefs and a gracelefs 


f 
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«¢ perfon: of one that is a very ftranger to the fear of God,” 
Pfal. 14. 4. Job 15. 4..°* Suffer not your Bibles to gather 
duft: fee that you converfe daily with the word,” Job 5. a9. 
«¢ That man can never lay claim to bleficdnefs, whofe delight 
_ is notin the law of the Lord,” Pfal. 1. 12. Let meditation — 
and felf-examination be your daily exercife. 
_ But piety without charity is but the half of chriftianity, or 
rather impious hypocrify. We may not divide the tables: 
«© Sce, therefore, that you ‘do juftly and love mercy, and let 
a equity and charity run like an even thread throughout all 
‘* your dealings. Be you temperate in all things, and let 
“¢ charity and fobriety be your undivided companions. Let 
*¢ truth, purity, feridufnefs, and modefty, heavenlinefs and 
#6 gravity, be the conftant ornaments of your fpeech. Let 
“* patience and humility, fimplicity and firicerity, thine out in 
‘sall’' the parts of your converfations. See that you forget 
** and forgive wrongs, and requite them with kindnefs, as 
_*¢ you would be found children of the Moft High. Be mer- 
© ciful in your cenfures, and put the moft favourable con- 
‘* firuction. upon your brethren’s carriage that their a@ions 
will reafonably bear. Be flow in promifing ; punétual in 
fulfilling. Let meeknefs and innocency, affablenefs,yield- 
et ingnefs and courtefy, commend your converfation to 
«« men, , Let none of your relations want that love, that 
‘loyalty, that reverence and duty, that tendernefs, care, 
“‘ and vigilance, which their feveral places and capacities 
4 ‘© call for. ‘This is thorough godlinefs. 1 charge you 
my ‘¢ before the moft high God, that none of you be founda 
4 ‘* {wearer, or a liar; a lover of evil company, or a fcoffer; | | 
‘© or malicious, or covetous, or a drunkard, or a glutton: 
‘* unrighteous .in his dealing, unclean in his living, or a. 
‘¢ quarreller, or a thief, or a backbiter, ora railer. For I 
<< denounce unto you, from the living God, that deftrudiion 
‘and damnation is the end of al) fuch.” Prov. 13. 20.. 
Jam. 5. 12. Rev. 21.8. 1 Cor. 6.9. 10. Gal. 5. 19. 20. 21+ 
_ I. Family Godlinefs. ‘* He that hath fet up Chrift in his 
*« heart, will be fure to fludy to fet him.up in his houfe. Let 
ore with you be a Chriftian Church.” 1 Cor. 166 


1g. Every houfe a houfe of prayer. Let every houfeholder 
ag fay with Jofhua, ‘‘I and my houfe will ferve the Lord,” 
ii joth. 24.15. andrefolve with David, ‘ I will walk within 
i .*¢ my houfe with a perfect heart,” Pfal. 101.2. Let me 
if prefs upon you a few duties in general: 


Fir t, 


| 
| 
| 
] 
| 
| 
| 
| 
] 
i 
+, 
‘ 
| 
i: t 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


. Firft,—Let religion be in your families not a matter (by 


the bye) to be minded at leifure, when the world will give — 


you leave, but the ftanding bufinefs of the houfe: let them 
_ have your prayers as duly as their meals. Is there any of 
your famnilies but have time for their taking food ? Wretched 
man! Canft thou find time to eat in, and not find time te 
econdly,—Settle it upon your hearts that your fouls are’ 
bound up in the fouls of your family. “They are committed. 
unto you, and, if they be loft through your neglect, will 
be required at your hands. Sirs, if you do not, you fhall 
know that the charge of fouls is a heavy charge, and that the 
blood of fouls is a heavy guilt. O man! haft thou a charge — 
of fouls to anfwer for, and doft thou not yet beftir thyfelf for 
them, that their blood be:not found in thy fkirts? Wilt thou. 
_ do no more for immortal fouls than thou wilt for thy beaits 
that perifh? What doft thou do for thy children and fervants ? 
Thou provideft meat and drink for them agreeable to their 
natures, and doft thou not the fame for thy beafts? Thou 
ay gt ‘them medicines and cherifheft them when they be 
ick, and doft thou not as much for thy fwine? More par- 
ticularly: 
1. “ Let the folemn reading of the word and finging of 

“ pfalms and hymns be your hover exercifes,”” Ifa. 34. 16. 
Job 5. 39. Pfal. 18.15. See Chrift finging with his fami- 
ly, viz. his difciples: Matt. 26. 30. Luke g. 18. | 
_ 2. Let every perfon in your families be duly called to am 


_ -account of their profiting by the word heard or read, as they — 


be about doing your own bulinefs. This is a duty of con- 
fequence unfpeakable, and would be a means to bring thofe 
under your charge to remember and profit by what they 
receive. See Chrift’s example in calling his family to an 
account. Matt. 16.11.13. 15. 
3. Often take an account of the fouls under your care 
concerning their fpiritual eftates: herein you muft be fol. 
lowers of Chrift, Mart. 13. 410, 36. 15. Mar. 4. 10. 11. 
_ Make enquiry into their condition ; infift much upon the fin- 
fulnefs and mifery of their natural eftate, and upon the necef- 
fity of regeneration and converfion, in order to their falva- 
tion. Admonifh them gravely of their fins, encourage good 
beginnings ; follow them earneftly, and let them have no quiet — 
for you, till you fee in them a faving change. This isaduty | 
of high confequence, but (I am afraid) fearfully at 
Doth not confcience fay, Thou artthe man? — sarik 
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_ 4 Look to the ftrict fanétifying of the fabbath by all your 
houfeholds, Exod. 20. 19. Levit. 23.3. Many poor families 
have little time elfe: oh! improve but your fabbath days as 
diligently in labouring for knowledge, a doing your Maker’s 
work, as you do the other days in Soiag your own work, and 
I doubt not but you may come to fome proficiency. _ \ 
_ §- Let the morning and evening facrifice of folemn prayer be 

daily offered up iw all your families: Pfal. 92. 1. 2. Exod. xxx, 
4.8. Luke1.g.10. ‘¢ Beware they be not found among the 


« families that call not upon God’s name, For why fhould there - 


“ be wrath from the Lord upon your families?” Jer. 10. 25, 
O miferable families, without God in the world, that are 
without family-prayer! What have you fo many family-fins, 
family wants, family-mercies! what, and yet no family-prayers! 
«“ How do you pray—with all prayer and fupplication, if you 
do not with family-prayer ?”” 


God and ferve thy foul, and yet is this it for which thou canft 


find no time? Find but a heart, and I will find time—pinch 
out of your meals and fleep, rather than want for prayer. 


“= not my bufinefs will not give leave; this is the greateft 

bufinefs to fave thyfelf and the fouls committed to thee :befides, — 
fa whet will be no let.’ - In a word, “ the bleffing of all is 
“¢ to be got. by prayer ;” Jer. 29. 11.12. 2Sam. 7.29. And 
what is thy bufinefs, without God’s bleffling? Say not I am 
not able. Ufe the one talent, and God will give encreafe, 


_ Math. a5. 24.&c. Helps are to be had till thou art better 


able ; but if there be no other Pina thou muft join with 
thine abler neighbour. God hath fpecial regard to joint-prayer, 


Jam. 5- Acts 5-10. 12. 2 Cor. 1. 11. and therefore | 


you mu 
of it. 
_ 6. Put every one in your families upon private prayer— 
they rform them the help ofa 
form if they need it, till they are able to go without it, 
Direct them how to pray, by minding them of their fins, 
Wants, and mercies, the materials of prayer. This was the 


improve family advantages for the performing 


practice of John and of Jefus, Luke 11. 1.2. &c. 


7+ Set up catechifing in your families, at the leaft once 


every week. Have you no dread of the Almighty’s charge, 


that you fhould “ teach thefe things diligently to your chil- — 
“dren, and talk of them as you fit in your houfes,” &c. — 
Deut. 6. 5. 7.8.9. and 4. 9, 10. and 11. 18. 19. 20. and, 
“train them up in the way wherein they fhould go,” Prov.22. 
6, (fee the margin.) Hath God fo commended Abraham, tha 


the 


phef. 6.18. SaynotI have 
-notime. What! haft thou all thy time on purpofe to ferve | 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


he would teach “ his children and houfehold,” Gen, 18, 195 
and that he had many “ inftructed fervants,” Gen. 14. 14. 
(fee the margin,) and given fuch a promife to himthereupon; — 
and will not you put in for a fhare neither in the praife nor 
the promife ? Hath Chrift honoured catechifing with his pre- 
fence? Luke 6. 44. and you not own it with your practice? 
Say not, they are carelefs and will not learn: what have you 
your authority for, if not to ufe it for God, and the good of 
their fouls? “You will call them up and force them to do your 
work, and fhall you notat leaft be as zealous in putting them 
upon God’s work? Say not, they are dull, and are not — 
_ Capable: if they be dull, God requires of you the more pains 
and patience; but fo dull as they are, you will make them to 
learn how to work, and can they not learn as Well how to 
live! Are they capable of the myfteries of your trade, and 
are they not capable of the plain principles of religion? — 
Well, as ever you would fee the growth of religion, the 
cure of ignorance, the remedy of profanenefs, the downfal 
of error, fulfil you my joy in going through with this duty. 
Will you anfwer the calls of divine providence! Would” 
you remove the incumbent, or prevent the impending cala- 
mities ! Would you plant nurferies for the Church of God ? 
Would you that God fhould build your houfes and blefs 
your fubftance ? Would you that } eae children fhould blefs 
you, that your fervants fhould blefs you? Oh! then fet up - 
om in your families, as ever you would be blefled, ot be a 
bleffing. Let your hearts and your houfes be the temples 
ef the living God, in which his worfhip (according to 
_ all the fore-mentioned directions) may be, with conftancy, 
reverently performed, Prov. 29. 1. “he that being often 
‘° reproved, hardeneth his neck, fhall fuddenly be deitroyed, 


“and that without remedy.” Oh! be wife in time, that 


you be not miferable to eternity. 
To the Editor of the General Baptipi Magazine. 

‘ste, 
_ A Reader of your excellent Mifcellany would efteem it 2 


particular favour if fome of your correfpondents would give 
plain and comprehenfive account of {criptural juftification, 
fo that an honeft enquirer may be well fatisfied when he is 
juftified in the fight of God, 
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The attention of all out readers, whether minifters or others, 
to the following letter, is earneftly requefted. But it is | 
particularly addrefied to diflenting minifters of every deno- 


REVEREND SIR, 


THE managers of the fund for the relief of the neceffitous 


widows and children of Proteftant diflenting-minifters, de- 


ceafed, (which was firft eftablifhed in the year 1733,) being 
fenfible that the inftitution was not fo much known as it’s great 


excellence and utility require, convened a general meeting of 


the fubfcribers to take into confideration fuch f{teps as might 
appear neceflary in order to the farther promoting and increaf- 
ing the fame, when it was unanimoufly refolved, 
That it be recommended to the different congregations in 
the kingdom to have fermons preached annually in behalf of 
the charity, and that a collection be made after fuch fermons, 
and remitted tothetreafurer, ERENEzER MAITLAND, Efq. 


in Coleman-Street, London, for the ufe of the fociety. 


At the firft inftitution of this charity the annual fum given to | 


_ the Englifh widows was £5, and to the Welch widows £3, 


each; but, from the liberal contributions of the friends to the 
fociety, the managers were afterwards enabled to increafe 
thefe fums from time to time, and the fum now given to the 
Englith widows is £8 : $s. and to the Welch widows £6 : 6s. 
each. The managers have likewife occafionally given the 
of £10 each to thofe widows whofe cafes were particularly 


diitrefling; as alfo the fum of {10 for the apprenticing out © 


fuch children of minifters, deceafed, for whom application has 
The number of widows annually relieved has, for fome 
ears paft, been upwards of 1.70; and the annual diftribution 
as, for feveral years, exceeded the certain annual income 
nearly £500; and, confidering the advanced prices in all the 
neceffaries of life, and the peculiar and diftrefled fituation of 


many of the widows, every friend to humanity. muft wifh that 


the prefent allowance may {till be farther increafed. It is 
therefore hoped that your kind endeavours will be exerted in 
carrying the above refolution into effect, that the managers 
may thereby be enabled not only to continue, but augment, 
the prefent allowance to the poor widows, who, with their 
families, very much depend upon the fociety for fupport. _ 
thall efteem myfelf obliged by your anfwer, together with 
the names of fuch benevolent perions who may wifh to promote. 
1 the 
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CORRESPONDENCE. | 


“the above ufeful-inftitution, either by the payment of five — 
guineas, as fubfcribers for life, or by annual donation, or | 


etherwife. 
I am, 
Reverend Sir, 


Queen-Street, Your moft obedient fervant, | 
Cheapfide. JOHN WEBSTER, Secretary. 


P. S. To thofe benevolent perfons who may be inclined to 
- bequeath legacies, the following form is recommended: 


Item, I give and bequeath unto the treafurer, for the time — 
_ being, of the fociety, in London, for the relief of the 
neceflitous widows and children of Proteftant diffenting- 
minifters, the fum of be appliedtowards 
f{upporting and carrying on the charitable purpofes of the 


INSCRIPTION ON THE GRAVE-STONE OF THE LATE 
MR, THOMAS GRANTHAM. | 


A memorial, 
_ Dedicated to the fingular merits, of 
A faithful confeflor, and Jaborious fervant of Chrift; _ 
Who with true chriftian fortitude, endured perfecution; 
Through many perils, the lofs of friends ani) 
_ And ten imprifonments for confcience fake. 
A man endowed with every chriftian grace and virtue, 
_ The Rev. Mr. THOMAS GRANTHAM, 
A learned mefienger of the baptized churches, by 
And pious founder, of this church of believers baptized; — 
Who delivered to King Charles II. our declaration of faith; 
And afterwards prefented to him, a remonftrance againft. — 
' Both were kindly received, and redrefs of grievances promifed. 
_ He died xvii. Jan. 1692, aged 58 years. | 
And to prevent the indecencies threatened to his corpfe,. | 
interred, before the weft doors, | 
In the middle aifle of St. Stephen’s Church, in this City ;* 
Through the intereft, and much to the credit, of 
The Rev. Mr. JOHN CONNOULD, 
By whom with many fighs and tears, 


‘The 


* Norwich, 


aid fociety. 


aa 
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‘The bariat fervice was folemnly read to a crowded audience; 
« When at clofmg the he added, 


%. 
é 


. . This day is a very great man fallen in our Ifrael. 
For after their epiftolary difpute, in fixty letters ended, 
_ That very learmed vicar retained sy 
The higheft efteem and friendfhip for him whilft living, 
And was at his own defire buried by htm, May, 34708. 
‘Fhat Mr. Grantham was a very great many appears _ 
In thofe letters, and in his numerous printed works. | 
 “Alfo when engaged in public difputations, 

Succefsfully difplaying the well accomplifhed logician: 
For % fuch exercifes of fkill and literature, 

» . He was often called in that difputing age. 

» ® Blefted are the dead which die in the Lord, yea, faith the 

“ fpirit, they reft from their labours, and their works do 

follow them.” 


N. B. This memorial, as it is called, was infcribed-on the 
erave-ftone of Mr. T. Grantham, as the editor is informed, | 
at, or foon after, the death of his candid friend, the Rev. John 
Connould, Vicar of St. Stephen’s Church, in Norwich; but 


_ was effaced by order of afucceeding Vicar of the fame Church, 


not the firft, but the fecond in fucceflion to Mr. Connould. 


‘Since that time it has been preferved in the General Baptift 
Meeting-Houfe in Norwich. | 


To the Editor. of the General Baptift Magazine. oe 


MR. EDITOR, | 


- HAVING: frequently obferved. in the writings of the 


Pfalmift, the language of execration much ufed; but efpeci- 
ally in lately perufing the 10gth Pfalm; and though I have at- 
tempted it, my fhallow capacity cannot account for it, there- 
fore am led to folicit {m-: of your correfpondents to explain, 


_ how fuch a fpirit manifeitted, in one who is called “ the man 
© after God's own heart,” can be confiftent with what our 


Saviour enjoins. Matt. v. 44. “ Love your enemies, blefs 


“them that curfe you; do good to them that hate you; and 


“ pray for them that defpitefully ufe you and perfecute you.” 
Alfo 1 Thefl. v. 15. “ See that none render evil for evil, to any 


“© wan,” which directions appear to me, directly oppolite to 


David’s temper of mind in the above cited Pfalm. 
~ 1 refer it with fubmiffion to you, Sir, trufting that a few 


thoughts on this fubje&, may do good to more than yours, 


EZLAs 
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RELIGIOUS 


On May rsth 1799, Mr. T. Orton was ordained to the 
paftoral ofhce over the General Baptift Church at Hugglefcote, 
late under the paftoral care of Mr. S. Deacon, Barton. 
_ Service began about 10 o'clock, Mr. Whittaker, paftor 
of the church at Melbourn, began by reading fuitable portions 
of fcripture, prayed the firft prayer, and read the hymns 
through the whole of the worfhip. | ~ 3 
Mr. R. Smith, paftor of the church at Nottingham, de- 
 jivered a fhort, ftriking, and inftructive introductory dif- 
 courfe, on the nature of diffent, and the privilege of choofing 
ourown minifters, &c. 
Queftions put to the church by Mr. Tarratt, paftor of the 
church at. Kegworth, and the anfwers were returned in behalf 
of the church. by Mr. Newbery, of Whitwick—Mr. Tarratt 
alfo put the queftions to the minifter, who returned his an- 
fwers, which included his leading views of the doétrines of the 
gofpel— Mr. Tarratt then prayed the general prayer, Ss 
_ Charge to the minifter, by: Mr. B. Pollard, pafter of the 
church at:Louboro’, from 1 Tim. iv. 16, ** Take heed to thy- 
felf and to thy doétrine,’” &c,—Mr. Pollard concluded this 
Opportunity with prayer. | 
_ Afternoon. Mr. Whittaker opened the meeting with 
prayer—Then Mr. R. Smith addrefled the church ina very 
ftriking and powerful manner, from Heb. xiii. 17. Obey 
them that have the rule over you, &c. and concluded with — 
prayer, 
May the Lord make the whole a bleffing to the paftor and 
his dear people! 
April 28th 1799. Collections were made (for the young 
minifters fund) in the four principal branches of Loughboro’ 
_ church, in three of which Brother J. Deacon preached on 
the occafion, and the fums colleéted were as follow. _ 44 


W oodhoufe-Eves 


29 
Quorndon 
Loughboro” ... 3:4 Of 
Rothley 


Total £.14 19 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


‘THE Friends of the Miffion to the South Sea Iflands, 
have, in the courfe of the prefent month (May) had their 


annual meeting; and preached four fermons with a view te 


that object, as on former occafions. 
The firft fermon was preached on the morning of Wednef- 
day, May 8, at Surry-Chapel, by the Rev. J. Findlay, of 
Paifley. . | 
‘The fecond by the Rev. J. Tozer of Taunton, on the fame 


day in the evening, at the Tabernacle, on Ifai. lxiv. 1.—The 


third, by the Rev. J. Moody, of Warwick, on beige | 


evening, May 9, at the Chapel in Tottenham Court Road, 
on Zech. ix. to.— The fourth, by the Rev. G. C. Broadbelt, 


Reétor of Afton Sandford, and perpetual Curate of Loudwater, 


Bucks, on Friday morning, May 10, at St. Luke’s Church, 
Old Street, on Ifai. Ixiil. 6, 7. All the places were crowded 
as ufual. | 
All the meetings of the fociety, for bufinefs, were held at 
Haberdafher’s Hall, Staining Lane, except that on Thurfday 


morning, which was held at the Rev, J. Towers’s Meeting- 


houfe, in Barbican. | | 
In the evening of May 10, was a meeting of the Baptifts, © 


. who are engaged in conducting the Miffion to the Eaft Indies, 
to {pend fome time in devotional exercifes with four men, and 


four women, (with four children,) who are fince gone, as 
Miffionaries to Hindoftan. The Rev. A. Fuller of Kettering, 


‘gave a fhort account of the progrefs and prefent ftate of that 


Miffion. ‘The Rev. Dr. Rippon proceeded in prayer; and 
after him, the Rev. W. Button, the Rev. Thomas Thomas, 
and the Rev, Timothy Thomas, all of London, prayed in 


fuccefion, The Rev, A. Booth gave out the Pfalms and 


Hymns, which were fung at proper intervals, and read 
feveral paflages of fcripture; after which he gave a very — 
faithful and affectionate exhortation to the four men, and con- | 


cluded with prayer, The whole fervice was conducted with 


great folemnity ; and we truft the many earneft fupplications 
then prefented before the Lord, will a mercifully anfwered 


_to the Miffionaries, and to thofe to whom they are fent. 


This fervice was in Mr. Booth’s meeting-houfe, Great 


Street, Goodman’s-fields; and continued above thre¢ 
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OBITUARY, 


: Own May 2nd, 1799, died at Beaumannor, near Leughbe- 
rough in + eicefterthire, John Pepper, farmer and grazier, 
aged 63, many years a very fober, regular member with the . 
General Baptitts. | 
ON April the 28th, his youngeft daughter, who had fome 
time been his houfe-keeper (he being a widower) went to 
the neighbouring church to be married, with the moft chear- 
ful confent of her father, who had ufually enjoyed very good 
health and fpirits, and his bloom and vigor was rather unufual 
for a man of that age. While his daughter was gone as above 
related, he was feized with a pain and {welling in his right 
wrift, at the very time the ceremony was -perform- 
ing! This greatly damped the {pirits of all his children and 
relations at their return. He grew rather worfe that day— 
was {till worfe on the 29th, but worked a little—in the even- — 
ing furgical affiftance was obtained—a mortification foon 
made it’s appearance, which baffled every effort to ftop it’s pro- 
_grefs—it ran through his frame, and concluded his pilgrimage _ 
here on May the 2nd—he was buried in the Baptift burying- 
ground at Woodhoufe-Lves on the 4th, fix days from the time 
_ he was taken—when a funeral fermon was preached on the ~ 
occafion, toa very ferious audience from our Lord’s words, 
Matt. xiii. 13. “ Watch ye therefore, for ye know nei- 
ther the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” 
ON February the 14th, 1799, died at Marfh Chapel in 
_ the county of Lincoln, Mr. John Bratley, aged 74. He was 
about 35 years Paftor of the General Baptift Church, late 
of Tetney, which about 16 years ago, was removed to Marth 


Chapel. This remove was occafioned by the meeting houfe 


_ Mr. B. was born at Grainthorpe in the fame county, the 
circumftances of his parents were fuch as prevented them 
giving him any better education than merely reading and 
_ writing. He entered on his minifterial labours about the 24th. 

year of his age, the church being at that time deftitute of a 

age He was chofen by the people, and ordained by the 
_ Rev. Gilbert Boyce of Coningby, about the year 1764. 
During the greateft part of his life his outward circumftances 
were far from affluent ; having a very large family of chil- 
dren, and many years exercifed with fevere bodily afflictions, 
efpecially towards the clofe of life; which rendered him in- 
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ca yable of preaching in the winter feafon. His place in 
wiater was therefore fupplied by the prefent affiftant preacher — 


Mr. Benjamin Kiddall and others, who occafionally labour | 


amongtft en. With pleafure we add that during the many 
fevere trials with which he was.exercifed, he manifefted a. 
fpirit of refignation to the will of God. It is hoped he died — 
in the faith of Jefus, and is now enjoying that reft which re- 
mains for the people of God. At Sis requeit ia difcourfe 
was delivered by Bro. ‘Smedley of  Killingholm, in’ the 
methodift meeting houfe- In Grainthorpe, from 2 Cor, 
Xiiis 

May 14th. died Mis. Elizabeth Johnfon, wife of Mr. 
Edward Johnfon, of Woodhoufe-Eves. She had been many © 
years,a member of the General Baptift church at Loughboro’. | 


She had long been in a very feeble ftate of body, being 70 


years of age—but on the 13th fhe had walked out as ufual, 
eat her fupper, and went to bed as at other times. No alteration 
was perceived by her hufband in the morning; but her fervant 
going into her room foon after, found her very ill. She re- 
mained {peechlefs, except a word or two, and died about 4 
o’clock in the afternoon, and was thus removed i into that ftate 
where fhe will “ receive for the things done, in the body 
<¢ according to that which fhe has done, whether it be good 
My foul art thou ready for fuch a call? | 
Mary Rawlins of Quorndon, far advanced in years, many 
years a hearer of the General Baptifts, went to bed in her ufual — 
ftate, on the evening of the 14th of May—Her family heard 
her in her room in the morning of the 15th, but di:l not goin, 
hearing nothing amifs.—But when her Maughter-in-law took 


her breakfaft, the found her quite lifelefs ! —Strokes like thefe, 


how loudly do they call on finners and faints too, to remember — 
that at fuch an hour as they think not the Son of. Man may © 
come. 
A few days ago the Rev. Dr. Towers departed this life. 
His remains were interred in the burying ground in Bunhill- 
fields, on the 28th inftant. 
-O that minifters and chriftian profeffors of every denomi- 
nations may awake, and labour for Chrift, while it is called 
to-day! ‘The night comcth faft upon us, when no man can 
labour: 
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LIFE OF THE REV- DANIEL WILLIAMS, D. D. 


Prefixed to his Prattical Difcourfes, 2 vows. 1738. 


“ THE Memoirs of his life are put together, partly from 
_ © the accounts already publifhed *, and partly from what 
“ was remembered from his own mouth, and the infor- 
© mation of his family and intimate friends; and I be- 
“ lieve they will be allowed, when taken together, to 
© make as confiderable a character for underftanding and. 

“ judgment, for honefty and integrity, for wifdom and — 
“ conduct in affairs, for courage and zeal, and for ufeful- 
© nefs and beneficence, as almoft any man’s, of his order, 

“¢ in the time im which he lived. 


HARRIS. 


D R. DANIEL. WILLIAMS was born at Wrexham, in 
the county of Denbigh in Wales, about the ycar 1642 or- 
1644. It appears that he laboured under fome difadvan- — 


* By Dr. Evans in his-Fun’ral Sermon, and Dr. Caramx 
the Second Volume of his Continuation, 
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tages in his education, which would have cramped a commors 
genius, and hindered it from ever rifling beyond a vulgar 
y pitch; but the natural vigour and ftrength of his mind, im- 
proved by uncommon diligence and application, made up the 
‘want of fuch helps which many others enjoy in their early 

i years. His rifing to fo great a capacity of ufefulnefs under | 

fo few advantages, muft be: allowed, inftead of detraétin 


4 from him, to add confiderably to his real worth. This dif- 
ib advantage appeared in nothing fo much, as in the want of eafe 
purity in his ftyle, which is commonly formed in younger. 

et He was a lover of ferious religion from his youth, and 
a was one of the firft of the rifing generation, who entered 
a into the miniftry, after the ejectment in 1662. He fays of 
i himfelf, “ That from five years old he had no employment 
LZ « but his ftudies; and that by nineteen he was regularly 
Zs << admitied a preacher*.” He freely owned himfelf a Non- 
a conformift at a time when he knew it muft expofe him to 
i great ftraits and hardfhips: Whereas if he could have fatif- 
fied himfelf to fubmit to the terms of the national eftablifh-— 
ment, his intellectual furniture, joined with his uncommon 
7. fazacity and dexterity, and unweared diligence, would have 
mt given him as fair a profpett of preferment, as almoft any 

= his contemporaries could pretend to. 
— When he had fpent a few years in preaching occafionally 
i. in feveral parts of Eneland, and found the times fo frownin 
ie and difcouraging to Diflenters, that he had little profpect of 
4 purfuing his miniftry without great hazard; Providence very 
Weis _-feafonably opened him a way for fervice in Ircland: where > 

even in thofe times, the government thought fit to treat men | 


of his principles, amidit a fwarm of bigotted Papifts, in a 
very different manner from their brethren in England, and 
from the difficulties browght upon them in Ireland fince. 

As he made an occafional vifft to the pious Lady Wil- 
.  braham of Welton in Salop, he received an unexpected 
invitation to be chaplain to the countefs of Meath in that 
kingdom: He readily accepted it; and here he found 2 
refuge from the ftorm, and a confiderable Opportunity of 
fervice. 
After fome timé he was called to the paftoral office in the 
city of Dublin, in a congregation of principal figure, who 
ufed to worfhip God.in Woodftreet. In that kingdom he > 
had an opportunity of publick fervice, for near twenty years, 


* Preface to the Defence of Gofpel Truth. 
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by his labours in the pulpit, by his prudent advice, by im- 
proving the intereft he obtained in perfons of the higheft 
yank, and by feveral other methods, in which Providence 
chofe to make him a general bleffing. Here he filled his 
ftation with unufual acceptance, in great harmony with his _ 
brethren in the miniftry, and refpected by moft who were 
kearty Proteftants in that kingdom. Here he married his 
firft wife, who was not only whom of diftinguifhed wifdom 
y, and coniiderable eftate ; 
and fo, by the bounty of Providence, he came to be in a 
more plentiful circumftance than moft of his brethren, and 
2 greater capacity of ufefulnefs, all his life.* Peers 
In the troubles of Ireland in the latter end of King James’s 
reign, he was driven from thence, after efcaping fome threat- 
ening dangers by the tyrannical and violent proceedings of a. 
popifh adminiftration. ‘The Romenifts at that time were 
more infolent there, than here; and his warm oppofition to 
Popery did not a little expofe him. When he could not 
continue there any longer in fafety, he came over to Eng- 
land in 1687, and made London the place of his retreat, 
where he was foon obferved and efteemed. Here he was of 
great ufe upon a very critical and important occafion, Some 
of the court agents did at that time endeavour to bring 
the Diffenters in this city into an addrefs, upon the 
King’s difpenfing with the penal laws. Ina conference at 
one of their meetings, upon that occafion, in the prefence 
of fome of the agents; Mr. Williams bravely declared, 
«“ That it was with him paft doubt, that the feverities of the 
“© former reign upon the Proteftant Diffenters, were rather as 
“ they ftood in the way of arbitrary power, than for their reli- 
“¢ gious diflent; fo it were better for them to be reduced to their 
“ former hardfhips, than declare for meafures deftructive of the 
© jiberties of their country; and that for himfelf, before he 
© would concur in an addrefs which fhould be thought an 
“© approbation of the difpenfing power, he would chufe to 
<< lay down his liberty at his Majefty’s feet.” He pur- 
fued the argument with fuch clearnefs and ftrength, that all. 
_ prefent rejected the motion, and the emiflaries went away 
difappointed. There was a meeting at the fame time of a 
confiderable number of the city clergy, waiting the iflue of 
their deliberations, who were greatly animated and encoura- 
ged by this brik refolution of the diflenting minifters. 


* See her exemplary charaéter, in her Funeral Sermon by 
Dr. Calamy, | 
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He was of great ufe to fuch who came after him from 
Ireland into thefe parts, when things were carried to ex. 


tremities, and they were in conftant danger of being facri- 
ficed'to the cruelty of Tyrconnel, and his army of cut-throats. 


He not only gave them confiderable affiftance himfelf, but 
 ftirred up compaflion towards them among his acquaintance, | 
_ which was large and extenfive, to the utmoft of his 


After the glorious Revolution in 1688, in which none more 


heartily rejoiced than he, he was not — fometimes confulted 
by King William about the Irifh affairs, with which he 


was well acquainted, but was often regarded at court on the 
behalf of feveral who fled from thence, and were capable 


of doing fervice to the government. He received great ac- — 
knowled 
year 1700, he went to Ireland to vifit his old friends, 
and to fettle fome affairs relating to his eftate; and even from © 
feveral who at firft had been apt to cenfure his quitting 


gments and thanks upon this account, when, in the 


Ireland too haftily, for want of courage, or too great a con- 

After he had fpent fome time in preaching occafionally 

about the city of London, with general acceptance and great 


efteem, and not without feveral motions made for a fettle- 


ment, at length, about the latter end of 1688, upon the 
fudden death of Mr. John Oakes, he was chofen to fucceed 


him, in his numerous congregation at Hand-Ally, in Bi- 
fhopfgate-ftreet. ‘The call unanimous, ‘he accepted it 


and continued with them in the fervice of the gofpel twenty- 
feven years. He was then in the vigour of life, and ufed 


to fay, “ He defired a ftation in which he might have a 


«¢ great deal of work, and a little wages.” - 

F rom the time of his coming to London, he converfed 
much with the eminent Mr. Richard Baxter, by whom he 
was greatly efteemed; and fometimes preached for him in 
his turn at the Merchants Leéture at Pinners-Hall, when 


he was indifpofed. Upon Mr. Baxter’s deceafe, he was 
chofen into that Lecture, in his room, 1691. A confidera- 
ble intereft was made againft him, in favour of Mr. Wood-_ 


cock, who was a learned man, and had been a noted tutor 


in the univerfity. It happened that the electors were equally — 


divided ; and it was immediately agreed to appeal to Provi- 


dence*by a lot, which fell upon Mr. Williams, and there ‘ 
was a general acquiefcence in him. Upon this occafion it 
was faid by one, who was a good judge of men, and not 


preju- 
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« ing, yethe thought Providence had clearly determined the 

“ matter, and that Mr. Williams was a man of the beft 

“© natural parts of any man in England*.” | 
It was not long after, that there were frequent clafhings 


jn the difcourfes of fome of the Leéturers ; and the fupport- - 


ers were divided. And though frequent attempts were made 
to prevent mifunderftandings, yet in a little time the heat 
was revived again. At length a defign was formed to ex- 


clude Mr. Williams out of the Lecture, for preaching againft 


fome Antinomian points, which began to be openly efpoufed 
by fome. This being difcovered, was vigoroufly oppofed 
by far the greater number of the fubfcribers to the Lecture, 
who, at length, when no propofal for peace would be.ad- 
mitted, raifed another Tuefday-Lecture at Salters-Hall. 


of the old Lecturers, Dr. Bates, Mr. How, Mr, Al- 


_ fop, accompanied Mr. Williams ; and two more were added 


to them, Dr. Annefly, and Mr. Richard Mayo: But this. 


occafioned a great deal of noife and clamour, 


It was about this time that Dr. Crifp’s works were re-. 


printed in one volume, with fome additional pieces by his 
fon, with an atteftation prefixed by fome minifters of London, 
to the genuinenefs of thofe additions: But the matter was 
managed in fuch manner, that it was apprehended that an ill 
ufe would be made of their hands, and which they never in- 
tended. Upon this occafion Mr. Williams, at the defire of 
feveral of his brethren, wrote his Gofpel Truth ftated and 
vindicated: In which he reduces the controverfy to certain 
heads, and diftinétly ftates the truth and error, under each 
ef them: then he proves the latter to be Dr. Crifp’s opinion 


from his own exprefs words; and fhews diftin@ly what the 


difference is not, and what it réally is; and then confirms 
the truth oppofed, by proper reafons, and by the peu 


of the Weftminfter Aflembly, the New-England Synod, 


and the Congregational Elders at the Savoy, and of par- 
ticular writers who were moft generally efteemed. And, 
laftly, he gives the grounds of the Doétor’s miftake. Of 
this book Mr Alfop gives the following character, “ That 
_ it was fairly written, rationally argued, exactly methodized, 
and pioufly defigned +.” 


_* Mr, Jer. White. 
+ A Faithful Rebuke, &e. 
de 
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It was firft publifhed in March 1692, with an appro- 
bation annexed of feveral principal minifters in London. 
The fecond edition had a larger number of hands; and to 
the third, was added a poftfcript,; for the clearing feveral 
_ truths and faéts. He wrote his Defence of Gofpel Truth, 
in anfwer to Dr. Chauncy, who firft attacked him with 
great heat. This anfwer was allowed by the beft judges, 
and fome who were not of his opinion, to be writ with 
great ftrength of judgment, and with a chriftian temper. 
The point of the gofpei’s being the law of Chrift, is ner- 
voufly argued and fupported. Some time after he wrote his 
Man made righteous, upon the fubject of juftification, in- 
_ swhich he had a particular fentiment peculiar to himfelf: with 
a large appendix, in anfwer to Mr. Mather. This was 
written with a great compafs of thought, and with great 
vigour and force. ‘Tiere was fome debate between him and 
Mr. Stephen Lob, who had charged his Gofpel Truth with 
favouring Socinianifm. This occafioned an appeal on both 
fides, to Dr. StillingHeet, then bilhop of Worceiter, and to: 
Dr. Jonathan Edwards of Oxford, who had written with great .. 
Jearning, and were efteemed great matters of that controverfy. 
They both honourably acquitted him of the charge, with | 
many expreflions of great refpet to him. This debate was 
clofed with a fmall tract entitled An End to Difcord; in 
 .which he diftinStly ttates the opinion of the Orthodox, the 
 Socinian, and the Antinomian, about Chrift’s fatisfaction. 
He difclaims the Socinian notion; and afterwards drew out a 
Se Reaunciation of Antinomian errors, from feveral principal 
congregational minifters. Lhough this controverfy drew a 
great deal of trouble and oppofition upon him, he had the 
fatisfaction to fee his labours give a mighty check to the 
fpreadinz of Dr. Crifp’s opinions; and cheerfully fubmitted 
to the difpofal of Providence, which allots to every man his 
work and histreatment.* 
It cannot be denied but he had hard meafure from fome 
 yiolent fpirits of thofe times. “There was a terrible affault 
made upon his reputation with refpect to his morals. Some 
were for ftriétly canvaffling his conduct and behaviour, in all 
places where he had lives, even from his younger years. Here- | 
upon he threw himfelf upon the body of the diflenting mi- 
nifters, in and about the city, who chofe a committee on pur- _ 


| pofe to hear any thing which could be alledged againft him, 


: * See a further account of this controverfy in Mr. Nelfon's 
| Life of Bifhop Bull. | 
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end what he had to offer in his own vindication. The com- 
inittee took a great deal of pains, heard all pretenfions, and 
{pent about eight weeks in the affair, and then made their 
report to the body of the minifters, who were exprefsly fum- 


moned for this purpofe, April 8, 1695, and met to the 


number of fixty. They declared, “ That it is the unanimous 
“ opinion of the united minifters, upon the report brought in 


«“ by the committee, and the further account of thofe of the 


“ cummittee prefent, that Mr. Williams is entirely clear and 
“ innocent of all that was laid to his charge.’’* 

Though great prejudices were raifed againft him in the 
minds of many, by the violence of this profecution, yet his 
own congregation ftood firm by him through the whole 
courfe of this trouble, and he had many hearty friends all 
over the city, who pitied and prayed for him, and did all they 
could to affift and comfort him, while the malice of his ad- 
verfaries was fo violent and impetuous. It was obferved b 
many that God gave him that calmnefs and fedatenefs beyond 
his natural temper, and that prefence of mind under‘all the 


injury and provocation of this eager profecution, as redounded 


greatly to his honour, and effectually defeated the defigns of 


his enemies againft him. © He lived to fee the minds of many 
foftened who were moft incenfed againft-him; and to con- 
vince not a few of their miftakes in the doétrines contended 
for, and in their opinions concerning himfelf. This affair in 
all it’s circumf{tances, was as remarkable an inftance, in it’s 
kind, as perhaps the age produced, of the violence of a party 
fpirit, and how far an intemperate zeal for a favourite opi- 
nion, will fometimes tranfport men beyond all the bounds of 
-reafon and prudence, and all the laws of religion and hu- 
manity too. a 


(To be continued.) 


_. ™ See a more particular relation of this matter dn the Pof- 
{Cript to the third edition of Gofpel Truth. 
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BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, | 


Continued from page 193- 


LIFE OF DR. ROWLAND TAYLOR, MINISTER OF 
HADLEY, IN SUFFOLK, 


"Tas Rowland Taylor was doctor of civil and canon 
law, and lived with Dr. Cranmer, archbifhop of Canterbury. 
And when he was prefented to the parfonage of Hadley, he 
left the archbifhop’s houfe, and refided in his parifh, where 
he conftantly preached the word of God, and led a life of 
exemplary virtue and piety. He was remarkably charitable 
to the poor people in his parifh, whom he relieved liberally 
_himfelf and perfuaded his rich neighbours to do the like. 
His wife was a difcreet woman, and his children were edu- 
_ cated in religion and good learning. And thus happily, and 
beloved of his parifhioners, lived this good man, during the 
reign of King Edward the Sixth. a 

a But in the! beginning of the reign of Queen Mary, one 

Fofter, a lawyer, and one John Clark, of Hadley, refolved . 
to fet up popery in Hadley church, on Monday before Eafter, 
and had caufed an altar to be built in the chancel for that 

-purpofe, but in the night it was pulled down; then they 

built a fecond altar, and brought Mr. Averth, parfon of 

Aldam, the next parifh, to fay mafs, on Tuefday in Paffion- 

Dr. Taylor being in his ftudy, and hearing the bells ring, 
came to the church, fuppoling fomething was there to be 
done, relating to his office, but found the church doors all 
faft ; fo going to the chancel door, and lifting up the latch, he © 
came in, and there he found the prieft in his habit, going 
to fay mafs, and furrounded with acompany of armed men, — 

to keep him from being difturbed. ee 3 
_ Dr. Taylor prefently demanded of the prieft, How he 

durft be fo bold to enter into the church of Chrift, to pro- 

fane and defile it with his abominable idolatry ? 

Mr. Fofter with great fury replied to Taylor, Thou trai- 
tor, what doeft thou here, to let and difturb the Queen’s pro- 
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Dr. Taylor anfwered, I make no commotion$ it is you pa- 


ifts that: saa the commotion: and it is againft the canon ii 
fans which commandeth, that no mafs be faid but at a confe- oS 
cratedaltar. . 
_ Whereupon the prieft would have defifted from faying * 
mafs. 


But Mr. Clark faid, Mr. Averth, be not afraid, you have 
a fuper-altar (that is, a confecrated {tone, about a foot 
long, to lay upon the altar) 3 go on with your buli- 


Then they forced Dr. Taylor out of the church, and went 
on with their mafs. 

_ And ina few days, Clark and Fofter fent an account of this 
matter to London, to the Lord Chancellor, ba Wei of. Win- 
chefter, and complained of Dr. Taylor. . 

And the bifhop commanded Dr. Taylor, on his obedience, 
to come to him, to an{wer to fuch complaints as were 
made againft him. 

Dr. Taylor, upon receipt of the fummons, prepared for his 
but his friends were very earneft with him to have fled 
i eyond fea, to fave his life, which they told him was now in- 
BO zreat danger if he went to the bifhop; but he refufed their ad- 
vice, and told them, he thought it his duty to ftay and defend 
the doctrine he had taught, and that he could not die in a bet- 
‘ter caufe; and more words to the fame effeét. So, leaving 
his cure to a godly prieft, one Richard Yeoman, he went to 
the bifhop of Winchefter. 


As foon as Bifhop Gardner faw Dr. Taylor; ne ical 
him, and called him traitor and heretic. 


But Taylor anfwered, I am neither traitor nor heretic, 
but.a true fubject, anda faithful Chriftian, 

hen the bifhop gave him ill language. 

And Taylor told him, he had broke his oath both to King 
Henry the Eighth, and to his. fon King Edward. 

The bifhop faid, it was Herod’s oath, unlawful, and there- 
fore ought: - be broken ; and he faid, ‘he had done well in 
breaking it. And I thank God, faid he, Iam come home 
again to our mother the catholic ‘church of Rome; and fo | 
would thou fhouldft do. 

Taylor anfwered, Should I forfake the church of Chrift, 
which is founded upon the true foundation of the apoftles and 
_ prophets, to approve thofe lies, errors, fuperftitions and ido- 
latries, that the popes and their company at this day fo blaf- 


phemoufly do approve? Nay, God forbid. 
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Let the pope and his, return to our Saviour Chrift and his 
word, and thruft out of the churches fuch abominable idola~ 
tries as he maintaineth, and then true chriftian men will turn 
tohim. You wrote truly againft him, and were {worn againft 
him. 

There was more of the like difcourfe between the bifhop 


and Dr. Taylor. And the bifhop was angry with him for 


{peaking againft the mafs, as being idolatrous, and then fent 
him to the King’s-Bench prifon, commanding him to be 


ftraitly kept. 


A ote: after he was brought to St. Niienile Baw church 
in London, to the court of Arches, where he fo ftoutly de- 
fended prie{s marriages by {cripture, the primitive fathers, 
and by the civil and canon law, that the judge could give no 
fentence of divorce again{t him, but vee him of his be- 
nefice, becaufe he was smarried. 

He was feveral times brought before the bifhop of Win- 
cee: and the articles charged againft him were chiefly 

ree: 


1. That he maintained priefts marriages to be good and 


lawful. 


2. That he denied the prefence of Chrift’s natural body and 


-blood to be in the facrament of the altar, or that it was a pro- 


pitiatory facrifice both for the quick and dead, or that it ought 
to be worfhipped with divine honour. 
3. That he affirmed the Pope to be Antichrift, and Popery 


Antichriftianity. 
For thefe things he was adjuiiged a and- condemned as an 


heretic, and delivered to the fecular power, and put into the 


Poultry Compter, and there degraded by the bifhop of Lon- 
don. After his degradation, his wife, and fon Thomas, and 
feryant, were permitted to come to him, and fup with him. 


. He faid the Englifh litany with them; gave his wife and fon 


good counfel to be ftedfaft in the true’ faith and religion, 
to fear God and ferve him; and advifed his wife to marr 
again when fhe fhould meet ‘with an agreeable perfon : and fo 
they parted with tears. He gave his wife an Englifh Com- 
mon Prayer Book, and his fon a Latin book. 

On the th of February, 1555, Dr. Taylor was brought 
from {the Gom pter early in the morning, to an inn without 

of Effex, who con- | 


veyed him to the town of Chelmsford, twenty-five miles 
from London, and there the therift of Suffolk received roe | 
ere 
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~ Here alfo the fheriff and others commended the doctor’s 
piety and-learning, and faid, it was a pity that he fhould throw 
his fife away, who was likely to live many years; and per- 
fuaded him to recant his errors, and return to the mother- 


church of Rome, with many words to the like purpofe. And 


fo the fheriff drank to him, and the reft of the company did 
the like: when they had all drank they gave the cup to the 
doctor. He paufed awhile, and then faid ;—* Mr. Sheriff, 
and my mafters all, I heartily thank you for your. good 
wifhes ; I haveconfidered your counfel, and, to be plain with 
you, I do perceive that I have been deceived myfelf, and am 
like to deceive a great many in Hadley of their expe@ation.” 
—With that word they all rejoiced.— Yea, good Mr. Doc- 


tor, faid the fheriff, God’s blefling on your heart, hold. you 


there ftill ; it is the moft comfortable word we have yet heard 


you fpeak. Why fhould you caft yourfelf away? Play the | 


wife man’s part, and I dare warrant you fhall find favour.— 
But the Déétorfaidno more. 
At laft the theriff faid ; Good Mr. Door, what, meant 
you by faying ‘ you have been deceived vourfelf, and thought 
you fhould deceive many in Hadley :°—‘* My meaning (faid 
the do@tor)is this ; you fee I am a fat corpulent man, and 


thought to have died in my bed, and to have-been buried in 
_ Hadley church-yard, but herein I fee I was deceived; and 


there are many, worms in Hadley church-yard, which fhould 
have had good feeding on my carcafe, which they have looked 
for many a day, and now they are alfo deceived.” At 
this anfwer they were al} furprifed. , 


The theriffs of Suffolk brought the do&tor to Lancham in > 
Suffolk, where he ftaid two days; and then they cameto | 


Hadley, on Saturday, Tebruary the gth, 1555. As they 
came over the bridge, a poor man with his children met 


them ; and when he faw the doétor he kneeled down, and 


cried aloud ;—O dear father, and good fhepherd, Dr. Tay- 
lor, God help and fuccour thee, as thou haft many a time 
fuccoured me and my poor children! The fheriffs rebuked 


the poor man for focrying out. 


But the fheriff and his men one them fharply for it. 
ZH2 


The ftreets of Hadley on both fides were filled with pea- 
ple, who beheld him with tears in their eyes, and cried out 
_lamentably ; There goes our good fhepherd, who faithfully 
taught us, and had a fatherly care for us ; Good God, com- 
fort and ftrengthen him !—with many more fuch like fpeeches. 


When 


2 
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heaven, and fo he continually prayed. . 


‘LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF THE 


_ When he came to the alms-houfes, what money he had 
left, he gave among the poor people that were there. __ | 
When they came to Aldham Common, where was a mul- 


 titude of people, the doctor afked, what place it was, and 


why. there was fuch a concourfe?. They told him it was 
Aldham Common, the place where he was to fuffer, and the - 
people came thither to fee him ; then he alighted from his 


horfe, and faid,—-God be thanked, I am even at home. . 
' . "Lhe people, as foon as they faw him, cried out, God fave © 


thee, good Dr. Taylor, Jefus ftrengthen thee, the Holy 
Ghoft comfort thee : with many more fuch godly prayers and 

The doctor would have fpoken to the people, but the the- 
riff would not permit him. So he fat down and called one 


- Soice to him, and faid, I pray thee, Soice, come and pull off - 


my boots, and take them for thy pains, for thou haft long 


_ jooked for them, fo now take them. ‘Then he pulled off his 


clothes to his fhirt, and gave them away. Which done, he 


-faid, with’a loud voice ; Good people, I have taught you 
nothing but God’s holy word, and thofe leffons which I have 
taken out of God’s bleffed book the Bible, and am come hi-. 


ther this day to feal it with my blood. 


| With that word, one Homes, a yeoman of the guard (that 
had ufed Dr. Taylor cruelly by the way) ftruck him on the 
head with a flaff, and faid, Is this keeping thy promife, thou 


heretic? Then the doétor, feeing they would not let him 


fpeak, kneeled down and prayed ; and a poor woman kneel- 
_ ed down and prayed with him, whom the officers endea- 
youred to pull away from him, but could net. When the 
_ do@or had ended his prayers, he went to the ftake and kiffed 
it, and fet himfelf ina pitch barrel, which they brought for 


him to fland in, and fo ftood ‘with his back againft the ftake, | 
with his hands folded together, and his eyes looking towards 


Then they bound him with chains to the ftake ; and the 


 fheriff called one Richard Doningham, a butcher, and com- 
_manded him to fet up the faggots ; but he refufed, and faid 
he was lame: then he appointed one Mullen and Soice, and 
-one Warwick and Robert King ; thefe four fet up the fag- 
gots and made the fire, which they did very diligently. 


And Warwick threw a faggot at doctor Taylor, which © 


‘broke his head, fo ‘that the blood ran down his face. Then 
faid Dr. “T aylor, O friend, j have harm enough ; what 


needs 
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‘needs that ? Thee Dr. Taylor repeated the sift Pfalm in 


Englifh ; whereupon Sir John Shelton ftruck him on the 


lips, faying ; Thou knaye, fpeak Latin, or I will make you. At 
length they fet fire to him.; and Dr. Taylor, holdin ng up p both 
ather of 


his hands, called upon God, and faid ; ” Merciful 
heaven, for Jefus Chrift, my Saviour’s fake, receive my foul 
into thine hands. And he continued fo, ftanding with his 
hands folded together without moving, till Soice with an hal- 
bert ftruck him on the head, and beat out his brains, and his 
dead body fell down into the fire, where it- was foon confum- 
ed to afhes. Thus this faithful fervant of God gave his 


life for the teRiimeny of the truth, and. lept in the 
Lord. 


CORRESPONDENCE. | 


To the Editor of the General Bapti if? Mageaine. 
REV SIR, 


following are the refle@tions ofa fond mother upon 
the lofs of two male infants ; I hope they will be viewed 
with that candour, which the genuine effufions of the heart, 


without any pretence to tafte or criticifm in ftile, may de- 


ferve. 
Your’s, &c. 
MATILDA, 


Reflections, &c. 


arms! But, alas! no fooner was the flower unfolded in in- 


fantile beauty, than it was cut dewn! Nor was I deprived 


of one alone—but, ‘ twice my peace was flain !’ 
My mind revolves every moment of paft joy with delight, 
and with forrow. In the review of former happinefs, I feel 


a tranfient 


i 


\ “4 ITH what folicitude, oO! my - children, did I watch 
over you ! How often have ye been the pleafing burden of my 


— 
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a tranfient gleam of joy ;_ the tranfports of a mother revive in. 
my breatt but, how cutting the reflection, that thefe joys 
are blafted, that this happinefs isno more! All my affec- 
tions rufh at once upon my foul like a torrent, and overwhelm 
me, I cry out,with the defpairing mother ; 


‘Invidious Death! o’er all prevailing ; 
Monfter! hated here below: 
Like thee, O tyrant, never failing, 
$hall thofe tears of forrow flow. 


But I would call God and religion to my aid. Prayers 
and tears cannot reftore them. Submit, O my foul! to the 


difpenfations of that beneficent being who firft beftowed the 


biefling. 

Perhaps he has called them in mercy from fome impend-_ 
Ing woO€ ; or, in mercy to their too fond parents, he has cut 
this earthly tie ; for God is a jealous God. © 

In life they might have been miferable ; in death they are 
happy- But ftop I will not think them dead. They 
are not confined inthe grave. Their happy fpirits are rifen, © 
clad with true glory and crowned with immortality. ‘They are 
gone to reign in eternal day, far beyond the reach of forrow, 


vice, or pain. ‘7 heir little hands now hold an angel’s harp. 


Their voices, which I was fo delighted to hear, now warble 


{weet praifes to'the Lord ofall ; and their brows are now en- 


circled with never-fading flowers. Shall I then repine’ 
Shall I wifh them from the fkies? Can I defire their pre- 
fence in this vale of forrow, and facrifice their happinefs to 
maternal affection? Forbid it, Religion! Forbid it, O my 
foul! T would not——no I would not interrupt their 


When I defcend into the grave, from whence I have lately 


had fo narrow an efcape, may I then meet my angel-babes 


at the gates of paradife above, and may they conduct me into 
the glorious manfions of eternal bleffednefs! = 

- Then fhall we never, never be parted more, through all 
the countlefs ages of eternity. 


_. Their little, innocent, engaging ways, | 
~ ‘Remembrance, oft with forrow, brings to mind ;_ 
While from mine eye the gufhing tear betrays 

_ How clofe each image round my heart is twin’d. | 
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But hark! Relig ion feems to fpeak—“ be fiill, 
The Lord will do what’s pleafing in his fight ; ic 


I bow with refignation to thy will, 
And cheerful own, that all thou dat 7 is right. 


Thrice happy infants, fay, what j joys divine Ee igus 
Are now your portion in that world of blifs ; | 


Where babes in Chrift, as fons of glory thine, 
And all is pleafure, harmony and peace ? 


Their kindred angels, happy fpirits, dwell, 
For ever célebrating Jefu’s praife ; 
While all the ftrife is, who fhall moft excel, 


And fing redeeming love in higheft lays. 


Hail! deareft babes, from fin and forrow free, 
Your little breafts no longer throb with grief ; 


Releas’d from pain, exempt from mifery, 
- You thank the lenient hand that gave relief. 


HAPPINESS. 
A Vifion. 


AS I was meditating one evening on the folly of human 


purfuits, I fell afleep, and the following fcene was prefented | 


- to my imagination :—I thought I was fuddenly tranfported 
to a wide extended plain covered with an innumerable mul- 
titude of people. It is impoffible to deferibe the hurry and 


confufion of the fcene ; old age, trembling with eagernefs. 


and debility, endeavoured to pufh forward with the celerity 

of youth; while the young, hurried on by the inppepectay 

of defire, were filled with hope and animation. 

_ As I was gazing around me, and wondering what motive 
could draw fuch a vaft concourfe of my fellow creatures toge- 

ther, a venerable figure accofted me in the following manner ; 


© You feem, young man (faid he) by the furprife i in your 


countenance, a ftranger to this place; permit me, there- 
fore, to inform you, that this vait multitude are all in the 
, purfuit of happinefs. “I'urn your eyes (continued he) to the 


Galt, and you will difcover, through a glafs, which Hope 


"7 


; 
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| ‘confantly holds up, the goddefs of happinefs, feated | upon, a 
-Jofty mountain, and furrounded with a radiance that ecli pfes 


the fun.” . I immediately looked and beheld the potldefs, 
She appeared lovely, though majeftic, and leaned towards 
me with the moft condefcending air ; with her right-hand the 

refented me the garland of renown, in her left the difplayed 
wealth and unadulterated pleafures, and upon her footftool 
was infcribed in letters of gold, ‘“* The empire of happinefs 


fhall be extended over the shal: earth.”’ 


As foon as I had taken this pleafing view my_ guide re- 
fumed his difcourfe.—‘* It has often been obfetved (faid he) 
and more frequently proved by experience, that the glafs of © 
Hope is fallacious, and reprefents the goddefs nearer than fhe 
really is, that it magnifies every defirable obje&, and renders 
the difficulties of attainment that lie between almoft invifible. 
But notwithitanding this, all view happinefs through the de- 


lufive medium ; and the picture which Hope “impreffes 
- upon the faticy elevates the foul with j joy, and well fupplies 


the place of real poffeffion ! 
_ & But tell me (returned I, with fome degree of impatience) 


the meaning of what I fee. 


“© Here are numbers fhining in all the pride of gaicty, 
purfuing the path before tis, which on all fides is adorned 
with extravagance, and echoes with the moft inconfiderate 


laughter, while the path behind us is crouded with a race of | 
mortals exa@tly the reverfe. [here no oftentation is dif- 


covered, nor merriment heard. The miferable travellers 
feem dead to every joy but that of picking up the glittering : 
duft which abounds in this road, and laying it by in fecure 
places for the enjoyment of others. ee 
‘© There are likewife fevcral other paths which wind in 
various dire@tions, filled with men of different defctiptions, 
and who appear warm in the purfuit of other objects. I am 
confounded what conglufion to draw 5 for is happinefs of 
fuch a nature as to be found by the various and oppofite put- 


-fuits of mortals? 


“© Attend, O child of the dut! (replied my conduéor’, 


- The path which thou feett firaight be fore thee, filing with the 


beauty of f{pring, the luxury of : autumn, and the magnificence 


- of att—is the path of fenfual delight.’’ Let us for a moment 


obfetve this. aflembly of mirth, and fee whether their felicity 


‘be real or fpecious. Immediately we ttepped forward into the 


throng, and were almoft deafened with the fhouts of a pplaufe 


and burftsof merriment. fald I, ‘this is the 
road 
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are happy.— 
rhapfody is this,” replied my ghide dat thou 
think that, true happinefs dwells with yproar and bearnerat 
in the feafts of drunkennefs, and in the haunts of lewdnefs ?: 
Is there any thing in their enjoyments worthy the-participa-; 
tion of an immortal foul? Remember, O youth! that true 
blifs is of a more refined, more heavenly: nature.” Every, 
man carries in his breaft: his own happihefs or mifery, ad 
how great muft the: mifery of that man be whofe confcience 
accuifes him, who dare not look into-his own foul! This 
is the than of mirth. He has no folid -ptace ar comfort 
within himfelf, Reflection, which is a 
blifs to a good ‘man, is torment to him. He therefore feeks 
to drown all knowledge of good or evil in fenfual enjoyments. 
Behold him in the affembly ‘af mirth, fluthed with wanton- 


nefsand wine. You may, perhaps, imagine him happy ; but 


view this fon of merriment in his retired hours, when the 
power of wine has forfook him ;—then you behold his hag- 


gared eye—his melancholy look-—his faltering ftep. He looks 
into his own breatt but no can it af- 


al 
the canfe of his. by fed “the ga 
and {miling fcenes, which in this fara 
fclyesion every hand, were the | 
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ead to happinets, or tather happinefs itfelf. Here no cares 
intrude, but pleafures dance in a perpetual fuccefflion. Here 
the goddefs of happinefs beftows her choiceft favouts ; it is 
here the fhines with peculiar, thefe 


perpetual fource of 


all my. woe. Charmed hy elutive rotpedt of nfual 


# 


therefore feck for felicity in fenfual enjoyments.” 
‘* But what need is there,” continued. he, *‘ for thefe re- — 
flections ? Cait your eyes about you, and you will foon dif- 
. cover the truth of what I have faid !” 
No fooner had he fpoken, than, turning myfelf round, I 
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He would Rave proceeded, but excefs of grief denied him 

utterance ; every word had entered into my foul, and ab- 
forbed all my faculties. My benevolent guide took him very 
tenderly by the hand, and addrefied him in the following | 
manner ; 

Moft deluded young man, thou haft now experienced 
the flavery and mifery of vice: too hard it preffes upon thy | 
foul, and would tempt thee to defpair of ever. attaining the 
joys and comforts of religion. But there is confolation for 

thee in the 'word of Truth. This prefents to thy view a pare 

doning Deity, ever willing to receive the returning prodigal 
yely. therefore, ftedfaftly rely upon his mercy, as exhibited in 
therdeath of his:dear Son. His-bowels yearn over you—he 
longs to be your God and Saviour. Arife then and leave this 
deftructive road---exchange the torments of a guilty con-_ 
fcience for the peace of God, which paffes all underftand- 
ing, and enjov the delightful hope of everlafting bleffed- 
~ Atthefeiwords, methought his fears vanifhed, and we all 
prefied forwards towards Happinefs, in the path of ‘ faith, 
whichworketh by love.” 


To the Editor of the General Baptif Magazine. 
A Charaéter defcribed. 


AGRICOLA is a man who was bleffed with the advan- 
tage of a religious education ;—he confiders himfelf a fubje& 
of divine grace ; he dates his converfion about twenty years. 
back ; from that time, for feveral years, he uniformly en- 

s joyed, ‘in an abundant mariner, thofe confolations which flow 
from the fmiling countenance of a reconciled God, and flat- . 

, tered himfelf that he fhould have dwelt on the mount till he 
‘fhould have been called to pafs over Jordan. (This, perhaps 
might induce him to put too much confidence in his frames 
and feelings, and to walk not fufficiently watchful). In procefs 
of time, however, his joys began to abate, his pleafures to — 
decline, and his confolations to fubfide. His confidence in 
God has, neverthelefs, continued to this day, almoft ‘without 
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intermiffion unfhaken, and his dependence on the divine pro= 
mifes inflexible ; for, having experienced -himfelf to be, dead: 
to fin, through an internal averfion to, and difapprobation of, 
the fame, and his heart drawn out in love and: affection to 
God and his people, his feeble faith has been Kept alive, 
and his evidences refpecting his own ftate fcarce ever be- — 


gees 


clouded, and never totallv obliterated. 

He is, notwithftanding, a man of forrows, and acquainted’ — 

with grief ; it is now no more with him as heretofore; and 

He whom his foul Joveth, has withdrawn himfelf and for- 
- fookhim! He has now fpent many tedious yéars lamenting 
and exclaiming, ‘¢ Oh, that I knew where I might find him ! 

—Why is his chariot fo long in coming; why tarry the 
wheels of his chariot ?—O that I were as in years paft, when 
the candle of the Lord fhone upon my head,—as in the days 

of my vouth, when the confolations of God illuminated my 
tabernacle ; when I wafhed my fteps with butter, and the 
rock poured me out rivers of oil !”——— | : 

He finds indeed, frequently, confiderable pleafure in at- 
tendance on the public means of grace, and ordinances of | 

_worfhip ; but thoie divine entertainments which he formerly 
experienced are now no more! —thofe Bethel-interviews, 
which once gladdened his heart and cheered his countenance, 
are f{ufpended !—and thofe banquets of divine pleafure he may 
now no more participate !—Alas! what would he give, or 
what would he not relinquifh, might he but once more enjoy 
the pleafure that flows from a believing view of his dear 
Redeemer.——He has been exercifed with many a trying 
and affliGive difpenfation of various defcription, both with 
refpect to his perfon and circumftances, while his heart is be- 
come innured to, and petrified with, forrow : his complaints 

_ and intreaties at a throne of grace feem fhut out, till he is. 
utterly difcouraged ; and he appears like that unhappy, aw- 
ful, and uncomfortable charater, whom ‘* the ‘Lord hath 
fhut up, fo that there can be no opening’!” Peto. are. 

' ‘Thus has he ftruggled for years under the frownings of — 
Divine Providence, “ the plague of his own heart, or the 

Inbred corruptions of his nature, and the abfence of 
Him, whofe prefence would ‘make a prifon-a palace, 
anda hell a heaven ; ‘for even thefe tranfient and momen- 

_ tary glances of divine light, darted at times from the Sun of 
Righteoufnefs, after long intervals of darknefs, tend only to 
ambitter and aggravate his woe, and feem to protra@ and 
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out the tedious fweet indéed in 


“Too to daft.” 


‘Tf you, Sir, or any of your dodicious correfpondents would 


take ‘al trouble of pointing out, to thé difeonfolate mourner, 
fome of the moft probable means by which he may be 
refiored to the enjoyment of his former confolations, I think 
they would bet acceptable to many of yom readers, as well 
Sir, 


Your obedient and grateful 
"AGRICOLA 


the Editor of the General Bapti ift 
REY SIR, 


T met with the following lines j in the dein Magazine for 
July 1792: if you think them calculated for ufefulnefs, 
I fhall - glad to fee them in your ufeful Mifcellany: that 

_ every Gencral Baptift, and ail your readers, may be very 
careful to do no injuries; patient when they reeeive 

_ them from others ; and ready to forgive all that tecipa 

al them, is the prayer. of 

conftant Reader, 


a 


of and Revrge 


WHEN an injury is done me, I never fet the beacon on 
fire ; nor am I troubled. I confider who did it: if he ts 
my kinfman, he did it ignorantly ; ; if my, friend, he did it 


againit his will; if my enemy, it is no more than I ex- 
pected. 


When one fprinkled Archelaus with water, and his 
friends aggravated the crime; You are faid he, 


he did not {prinkle it upon but fome, other per 
fon whom he took me to be.” 
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“ revenge, we act the executioner ; but it belongs to a 

prince to pardon. | 

_ “He that pardons, proclaims, in (0 doing, ‘that he bears not 
his enemies. 

Lewis the Twelfth of France, being advifed by fome of 
his counfel to punifh fuch as were enemies to him when he 
was Duke of Orleans, anfwered like a prince ;—that it did 
not fuit the glory of a King of France to prenge injuries 
done to the Buke of Orleans. 

Do injury to no man, though ever fo mean, for once in 
feven years he may have an opportunity to do the greateft 
gman much good or harm. 

Catch not too foon at an offence, nor give too eafy way to- 
anger ; the one fhews a weak Judginert, the other a Lossip om 
nature. 

Hath any wronged you Be bravely revenged ; flight it 
and the work is begun ;—forgive it, and it is finithed. ‘He 
is below himfelf that is not above an injury. 

_ Hath any wounded you with injuries? Meet them with 
patience ; hafty words rankle the wound, foft language dreffes’ 
it, forgivenefs cures it, and oblivion takes away the fear. 

- King Antigonus one night hearing fome of his foldiers rail- 


ing againtt him, when there was but a hanging betwixt them ; 


putting it gently afide, faid, Soldiers, ftand a little farther 
off, for fear the king fhould hear you.” 

“Study the buckler as well as the {word ; fo you will be aé 

good at fuffering as at acting. 


I {peak this to you ; not that [ would have you without 


fenfe ; for, whoever maketh himfelf a theep, the wolf will 

devour him. 
I commend unto you St. Bernard’s legacy, which is faid to 

have been engraven upon his tomb:—** Brethren, three 
things I leave unto you to be obferved, which, as I was able, 
I obferved. 

 « Firft. I never willingly gave offence to any ; if at any 
time it happened, I pacified them as. well as I could. 
_ © Secondly. I always gave lefs credit to my own feneis 
ments than to thofe of others. 


« Thirdly. Being injured, I never revenged it s—bebold 


I leave unto you Charity, Humility, and Patience. — 
_ * A {oft anfwer turneth away wrath ; but a multitude of 
words ftirreth up ftrife.” | 
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To the Editor of the General B aptift Magax ine. 


DEAR SIR; 


‘If thought worthy, the ,infertion of the following Reflections 
_ ona New Year’s Day, will much oblige, | 


A.M. | 


. 


WE are now entered upon another year. How 


-foon has the < run it’s round! With what rapidity and 


fpeed do the days and minutes fly! they are fwifter than the — 
weavers’ fhuttle. They fly with more fpeed than the fhips 

that fkim along the fea—now, O my foul, the year is gone, 
the days and precious hours are all fled, they are fled to the 
fupreme Judge, and have given in their evidence ; an evidence 
regiftered in heaven, and to be produced at the great day of 
account—awful thought ! how have they been fpent? In the 
purfuit of that wifdom which cometh from above? Or have 
they been lavifhed away on mere trifles? If in the former, 


_ [have reafon to rejoice, ifinthe latter, I ought to be abafed 


in the deepeft humiliation before the Searcher of hearts. —Per- 
haps before another year has run it’s round, I may be configned | 


_ to the grave, and become an inhabitant with the dead: and my 


immortal foul be gone to take it’s trial for eternity ; an eter- 
nity either of immortal glory and felicity above, or everlafting 


-mifery and wretchednefs beneath. O then, may’ I feize the: 


precious moments as they fly, and not fuffer them to pafs by 
unimproved! May I never forget that I am a dying creature, a 
probationer for eternity, and one that is hafting over the plains 
of life, as fait as time can hurry me! O may I conduct my- - 


felf throughout every day, and week, and month, of this year, 


if the Lord fhould {pare me fo long, that it will bear the in- | 
fpection of heaven, and produce matter for comfortable re- 


fleétion in the folemn hour of death. I have refolved this 


morning to renew my covenant with the Lord, and in his 
firength to perfevere with frefh vigour and courage in. the 


‘narrow path that leads to everlafting life; determined to refift 


every temptation, to take up and bear every crofs and defpife 


the fhame; that when | have done with the world, and all the 


enfnaring, or alluring objects of it, I may be ufhered into the 
everlafting kingdom of my Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 


there fhall 1 be completely happy indeed; I fhall have no 


tempta- 
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temptations to refift there ; no fnares to entangle my feet, no 
befetting fins to lay afide, no enemies to encounter there; 
‘but-all will be peace and joy; I fhall then bathe at the fountain 
head and bafk in the beams of celeftial day, I fhall then join the 
angelic choir, in finging hallelujahs to God and the Lamb, — 


through the boundlefs ages of a blifsful eternity. 


MR. PARK, the traveller, has made many interefting 
difcoveries in the interior of Africa; among other things he 


found that the Negroes, fo far from being univerfally ignorant, . 


as we {uppofed them to be, were many of them ardent ftudents 
of. the Arabic Language, and had among them copies of the 
§ books of Mofes, and of the Pialms of David, in the Arabic 
-Tongue.—Mr. Park, to his great aftonifhment and concern, 


recognifed in a flave fhip, a negro, who was refpected by his — 


countrymen as a man of learning, and at whofe houfe he had 
been entertained when in the interior of Africa.—In confe- 
quence of a difcovery fo interefting to humanity, the Bifhop 
of Durham propofed, at the laft meeting of the fociety for 
promoting Chriftian knowledge in foreign parts, to have a 
number of copies of an Arabic tranflation of the New Tef- 
tament printed, for the purpofe of being diftributedin Africa, 
for the benefit ef the Negroes. | 
Morning Advertifer, for April 19, 1799. 


| | | 
Lo the Editor of the General Baptift? Magazine. 


IT has been recommended to me from different quarters, : 


and by perfons whofe opinions I confider of fome weight, 
that it would be proper to add to the Letters on General 
Reading, a List of Booxs, to dire& the choice of thofe 
who may wifh to obtain an acquaintance with the fubjects 
recommended in thofe letters: Indeed, when writing them, 
I was not infenfible of the propriety of fuch a ftep, from a 


‘recolleGion of the difadvantages I myfelf have laboured 


‘under, and from a fuppofition that others might be in the 
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fame predicament ; and J had once formed the defign of at. 
tempting to fubjoin a lift, but relinquiffied it from an appre. 
henfian of not being fufficiently competent. However, as 
nothing of the kind has been done by any of your readers 
who may be better qualified, by a more extenfive acquaint- 


ance with books than I am, and in compliance with the — 


fuggeftions of fome refpeCtable friends, I have endeavoured — 
to furnifh them with the beft lift I am able, requefting any of 
your correipondents to correct or add to the fame, as their 


knowledge of books may enable them. , 


It may not be amifs to obferve, that though I have men. 
moned a number of authors, who have written on the fame 
fubje& (though not always to the fame extent) it is not to he 
underftood that I think the reading of all of them is neceffary 
to obtain a fufficient acquaintance with that fubject, but to 
give the reader a greater variety of choice. This is parti- 
cularly the cafe under the articles Ancient and Britith Hif- 
have, however, mentioned none but what | conceive to 


be worth 2 perufal, and from which much true information 


may be gained. I have alfo taken the liberty to put down 
a few of what I judge to be the beit writers on a few other 
fubjects not mentioned in the letters, conceiving there may 


be thofe among your numerous readers who may wifh to ob- | 


tain fome information on them, and to whom fuch am may 
be 


“Ancient Hif ory. 


Rollin’s Ancient Hiftory - lo vols. 1%2mo. 

Mitford’s Hiftory of Greece 
Gillies’s do. - —— 4 Svo. 
Hooke’s Roman Hiftory BVO, 


Vextot’s Revolutions of Rome 


‘sHiflory of Greeee — 2 8vo. 
Beloe’ Herodotus ot Svo. 


This is a valuable as it with hiforical | 
events, adefeription of the manners, charafiers, &c. af the 


dercnt Countries of Greece, and of their moft eminent men. 


Potter's 
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Potter’s Antiquities of Greece a vole. 
Kennet’s Antiquities of Rome —— t vol. 8vo. 


jJutarch’s Lives 
bon’ HAL of the Decline and Fall of the 
| Roman Empire 


Reformation in Germany—and, in vol. he 
refting account of the progrefs of civilization * 
the caules that produced it. Watfon relates t’ 
Holland, and the banifhment of the Mor 


They are two valuable hiftorians, and deta’ 


Io vols. 8vo. | 


Abridgment ofdo. - 2 
Antient Hiflory conneéted with that of the Old Te/t- 
ment. 
Shuckford’s Conneétions vols. 8vo. 
Prideaux’s Conneétions —- 4 8vo. 
re Hiftory of Modern Europe. 
Puffendorf’s Introdution to the Hiftory of Eu- 
rope — 2 8 vo. 
Ruffel’s Hiftory of Modern Euro 5 8vo. 
-Robertfon’s Hiftory of Charles V. Svo.. 
Watfon’s Hiftory of Philip If. and III *. §. ,| Syo, |. 
Thompfon’s Spirit of Hiftory I vol. 8vo.. 
laft edition. 
Prieftley’s Le&tures on Hiftory 2 vols, 8vo. 
Voltaire’s Univerfal Hiftory and Supplement 6 12mo, 
Age of Lewis XI Vth and XVth. 3 
Hiftory of England, 
Hume’s Hiftory of England — 8 Svo. 
Smollett’s do. and continuation} 16 Svo. 
Henry’s do. 10 Svo. 
Kimber’s do. — 10 Svo. 
Macauley’s do. ig Svo. 
Harris’s Lives of James I. the two Charleses, i 
and Cromwell | | "Bvo. 
Burnett’s Hift. of his own Times,4 vols. 8vo, or 3 12mo0. 
Goldfmith's Hiftory of England — 4 8vo, 
° Robertfon's Hiftory contains the oriain and p* vogrefs of the 


gives an inte- 
sn Europe, with 
ne Revolution in 
sfcoes from Spain. 


‘ sl important events, 


VoL. al. M mm 


-Robinfon’s 
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Robinfon’ Caufes and Confequences of Britith 


Wars vol. 8vo,® 
Ecclefaftical Hi 
Mofhacim’. s Ecclefiaftical Hiftory 6 8vo. 
: Robinfon’s Ecclefiaftical Refearches I vol. 4to. 
— Hiftory of Baptifm 4to. 
Jortin’s | on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory 5 8vo. 
Burnet’s Hiftory of the Reformation 
‘ Abridgment of do. 1 vol. 8vo. 


a Neal's Hiftory of the Puritans, by Toulmin 5 vols. 8vo. 
Crofby’s Hiftory of the Baptitts 4 
Bacchus of the New England Baptifts 


Geography and Books of T: ravels. 
Guthrie’ s Geographical Grammar I vol. 4to.&1 vo. 


Brookes’s Gazetteer 1 vol. 8vo. 
Savary’s Letters on Egypt and 3 vols. 8vo. 
-Volney’s Travels in Egypt and Syria 2 


“William’s (Mifo) Tour through Switzerland 2 Svo. 


_-Vallaint’s Travels in Africa —— 5 8vo. 
| ‘Moore’s Travels in Europe 


’ Bridone’s Travels in Sicily and Malta —_—; 
" Bruce’s Travels to the Source of the Nile 5 4to. 
Abridgment of do. Shaw I I2mo. 
Briffot’s Travels through America Evol. 8vo. 
Eton’s Survey of the Turkifh Empire 8vo. 


| * The five firft hi@ories have both their excellencies and 
3 ; defects 3 but any of them may be read with advantage. Hifto- 
~~ yians have too generally given only a tedious detail of wars and 
‘ blood ; and devoted only a few pages, here and there, to point 
ouit the progrefs of icience, arts, and manners. Acomplete Englifh 
Hiftory is a defideratum for fome future hiftorian to fupply. 
28 Kimber was a Baptift, and, as far as it was written by him, is 
. | deferving of commendation ; but the two laft volumes are not 
- his, and are a ‘mere journal. Mrs. Macauley’s is well worth 
reading, and fo is Harris’s ; but Rodinfon’s fhould by no means 
_ be omitted by him who would ftudy the Britifh Hiftory, with 
Mt a ‘nny open to reflection, or, in other words, as a.philolo- 


Maundrel’s 


| 
| 
4 
4 
| 
a 
| 
| 
| 
| 
“4 
4 
| 


f 


CORRESPONDENCE. 247 

Maundrel’s Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem 1, 8 vo. i 
Biography. 

Biographia Britannica vols. folio. 1 
Jahnfon’s Lives of the Pacts ~~ | 


Gilpin’s Lives of Wicliffe, &c. vol. 


Natural 


Bonnycaftle’s Introduction to Aftronomy ‘B8yo: 
Nicholfon’s Natural Philofophy ——. 2 vols. 8vo. 
Fergufon’s Aflronomical Explanations upon 
Newton’s Principles I vol. 8vo. 

Le@tures on Mechanics ‘8vo. 
Goldfmith’s Hiftory of animated Nature ~~ °''8 vols; 8vo, 
—-——— Experimental Philofophy* — 2° “ 8yo, 
Gregory’s Econumy of Nature, (fecond edition) 3 8vo. 
Derham’s Phyfico and Aftro Theology = 2 4¥2mo. 
Ray’s Wifdom of God in the Works of Creationz'*- 12mo. 
InfeGto-Theology, by Leffer, with notes by 


Lyonet  _ + voi. 8vo. 
Fitzgerald’s Surveys of Nature: 
Jones’s Edition of Adams’s LeG&tureson Natu- 

ral and Experimental Philofophy ere Svo. 
Encyclopedia Britannica (with the fupplement) 18 Ato. 


Grammar and Rhetoric. © 


Murray’s Grammar and Exercifes 2. vol. 12mo, 
Beatie’s Theory of Language — £ Svo. 


Webiter’s Differtations on the Englith Lang. 


* Gold{mith’s work isan eafy and elegant performance ; but is 
- faid, in fome parts, not to be perfeély accurate; however, it 
is well worth reading, as an introductory work. Gregory's is 
more modern, gives a comprehenfive view of modern philofo- 
phy, and is an excellent work. | ysis 
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He would Rave'proceeded, but excefs of grief denied him 


4 utterance ; every word had entered into my foul, and ab- 

. - forbed all my faculties. My benevolent guide took him very 

z tenderly by the hand, and addreffed him in the following 

4 _ 4 *€ Moft deluded young man, thou haft now experienced 

i the flavery and mifery of vice: too hard it preffes upon thy 

g foul, and would tempt thee to defpair of ever. attaining the 
_jeys and comforts of religion. But there is confolation for 

thee in the wordof Truth. This prefents to thy view a par- 


doning Deity, ever willing to receive the returning prodigal: 
: yely. therefore, ftedfaftly rely upon his mercy, as exhibited in 


therdeath of his:dear Son.: His bowels yearn over you—he 


longs to be-your God and Saviour. Arife then and leave this 
deftructive road---exchange the torments of a guilty con-_ 
me. fcience for the peace of God, which paffes all underftand- 
ing, and enjoy the delightful hope of everlafting bleffed- 
At thefeiwords, methought his fears vanifhed, and we all 
prefied forwards towards Happinefs, in the path of faith, 
which worketh by love.” ot 
To the’ Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 
AGRICOLA is a man who was bleffed with the advan: 
tage of a religious education ;—he confiders himfelf a fubje& 
of divine grace ; he dates his converfion about twenty years. 
back ; from that time, for feveral years, he uniformly en- 
_ joyed, ‘in an abundant manner, thofe confolations which flow 


from the fmiling countenance of a reconciled God, and flat- . 
, tered himfelf that he fhould have dwelt on the mount till he | 
fhould have been called to pafs over Jordan. (This, perhaps 
might induce him to put too much confidence in his frames 
and feelings, and to walk not fufficiently watchful). In procefs” 
_ of ‘time,’ however, his joys began to abate, his pleafures to 
decline, and his confolations to: fubfide. His confidence in | 
_ ‘(God has, neverthelefs, continued to this day, almoft ‘without | 
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intermiffion unfhaken, and his dependence on the divine pro- 
mifes inflexible ; for, having experienced -himfelf to be, dead? 
to fin, through an internal averfion to, and difapprobation of, 
the fame, and his heart drawn out in love and-affection to 
God and ‘his people, his feeble faith has been Kept alive, 
and his evidences refpecting his own ftate fearce ever be- 
clouded, and never totallv obliterated.§ 

He is, notwithftanding, a man of forrows, and acquainted’ 
with grief ; it is now no more with him as heretofore; and 
He whom his foul Joveth, has withdrawn himfelf and for-— 
fook him! He has now fpent many tedious yéars lamenting 
and exclaiming, ‘¢ Oh, that I knew where I might find him! _ 
—Why is his chariot fo long in coming; why tarry the 
wheels of his chariot ?—O that I were as in years paft, when - 

_ the candle of the Lord fhone upon my head,—as in the days 
of my youth, when the confolations of God illuminated my 
tabernacle ; when I wafhed my fteps with butter, and the 

rock poured me out rivers of oil !”-——— | 
_ He finds indeed, frequently, confiderable pleafure in at- 

' _ tendance on the public means of grace, and ordinances of 
worfhip ; but thoie divine entertainments which he formerly 
experienced are now no more! —thofe Bethel-interviews, 
which once gladdened his heart and cheered his countenance, 
are fufpended !—and thofe banquets of divine pleafure he may 
now no more participate !—Alas! what would he give, or 

_what would he not relinquifh, might he but once more enjoy 

_ the pleafure that flows from a believing view of his dear 
Redeemer. He has been exercifed with many a trying 
and affliGive difpenfation of various defcription, both with 
refpect to his perfon and circumftances, while his heart is be- 

come innured to, and petrified with, forrow : his complaints 

- and intreaties at a throne of grace feem fhut out, till he is 
utterly difcouraged ; and he appears like that unhappy, aw-. 
ful, and uncomfortable charaéter, whom ** the Lord hath 
fhut up, fo that there can be no opening |” 


: 


Thus has he ftruggled for years under the frownings of 
Divine Providence, ‘ the plague of his own heart, or the 

_ Inbred corruptions of his nature, and the abfence of — 

Him, whofe prefence would ‘make a prifon- a palace, 
anda hell a heaven ; for even thefe tranfient and momen- 

_ tary glances of divine light, darted at times from the Sun of 
Righteoufnefs, after long intervals of darknefs, tend only to 
ambitter and aggravate his woe, and feem to protra@ and | 


~ 
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the tedious hours of his delay fweet 
the ; but, - 


Too exquifite to % BLAIR. 


on you, Sir, or any of your jedicions correfpondents would 
take the: trouble of pointing out, to thé difeonfolate mourner, 


fame of the moft probable means by which he may be 
reftored ta the enjoyment of his former confolations, I think 


they would be acceptable to a of pom readers, as well 


‘Your obedient and grateful 
* AGRICOLA, 


| the Editer the General if | 
REV ‘SIR, 


t met with: the following lines in the Aoininion Magazine for. 
july 1792: if you think them calculated for Wefulnete, 
I fhall be glad to fee them in your ufeful Mifcellany: that 

every onaes) Baptift, and all your readers, may be very 

careful to do no injuries; patient when they reeeive 

them from others ; and ready to forgive all that 
them, i isthe prayerof 

Your conftant Reader, 


= * 


Of Injuries and Revenge. 


WHEN an injury is done me, I never fet the beacon on 
rm nor am I troubled. I confider who did it: if he is 
my kinfman, he did it ignorantly ; ; if my. friend, he did it 

againit -his will; if my enemy, it is no more than 


i 

i. When one _ fprinkled Archelaus with water, and his 
a friends aggravated the crime; ‘ You are miftaken,” faid he, — 
he did not {prinkle it upon me, but upon fome, ether 


fon whom he took me to be.” 


In 
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In revenge, we act the executioner ; but it belongs to a 


prince to pardon. — 


He that pardons, webdlaviag in fo doing, that he ours not 


enemies. 


Lewis the T wel 
his counfel to puni 
was Duke of ened anfwered like a prince ;—that it did 


being advifed by fome of 


not fuit the glory of a King of France to revenge injuries 


done to the Duke of Orleans. 

Do injury to no man, though ever fo mean, for once in 
feven years he may have an to do the 
man much good or harm. © 
Catch not too foon at an offence, nor give too cafy way to 
anger ; the one fhews a weak judgment, the other a perverts 
nature. 

Hath any wronged you ? Be bravely revenged ; flight it 


“and the work is begun ;—forgive it, and it is finithed. He 
is below himfelf thatis not above an inj ury. 


Hath any wounded you with injuries’ Meet ther with 
patience ; hafty words rankle the wound, foft language dreffes 
it, forgivenefs cures it, and oblivion takes away the fear. 

King Antigonus one night hearing fome of his foldiers rail> 


ing againft him, when there was but a hanging betwixt them ; 


putting it gently afide, faid, * Soldiers, tand a little farther 

off, for fear the king {hould hear you.” 
“Study the buckler as well as the fword ; fo you will be as 

at fuffering as at acting. 

I {peak this to you ; not that [ would have you without 


fenfe ; for, whoever maketh himfelf a theep, the wolf will 


devour him. 
I commend unto you St. Bernard’s legacy, which is faid to 
have been engraven upon his tomb :—‘* Brethren, three 


_ things I leave unto you to be obferved, which, as I was able, 


I obferved. 
“ Firft. I never willingly gave offence to any ; ifat any 


time it happened, I pacified them as. well as I could. 
“ Secondly. I always gave lefs credit to own fentie 


ments than to thofe of others. 
oe, Thirdly. Being injured, I never revenged it .—-behold 
I leave unto you Charity, Humility, and aden : 


_. §*A foft anfwer turneth away wrath ; but a multitude of 
ftirreth up ftrife.” 


uch as were enemies to him when he 


= 


i 
ea 

ta 

4 


~ 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


DEAR SIR, 


If thought worthy, the ,infertion of the following Reflections 
New Year’s Day, will much oblige, 
| A. M. 


WE are now entered upon another year. How 


_foon has the year run it’s round! With what rapidity and 
fipeed do the 


ays and minutes fly! they are fwifter than the 
weavers’ fhuttle. ‘They fly with more {peed than the fhips 
that fkim along the fea—now, O my foul, the year is gone, 
the days and precious hours are all fled, they are fled to the 
fupreme Judge, and have given in their evidence ; an evidence 
regiftered in heaven, and to be produced at the great day of 
account—awful thought ! how have they been {pent? In the 
purfuit of that wifdom which cometh from above? Or have 
they been lavifhed away on mere trifles? If in the former, 
Lhave reafon to rejoice, ifin the latter, I ought to be abafed 
in the deepeft humiliation before the Searcher of hearts.—Per- _ 
haps before another year has run it’s round, I may be configned . 


to the grave, and become an inhabitant with the dead: and my 


immortal foul be gone to take it’s trial for eternity ; an eter- 
mt? i either of immortal glory and felicity above, or everlatting 


mifery and wretchednefs beneath. O then, may'I feize the 


precious moments as they fly, and not fuffer them to pafs by 
unimproved! May Inever forget that I am a dying creature, a 
probationer for eternity, and one that is hafting over the plains 
of life, as faft as time can hurry me! O may I conduét my- 
felf throughout every day, and week, and month, of this year, 


if the Lord fhould {pare me fo long, that it will bear the in- » 


fpection of heaven, and produce matter for comfortable. re- 
fie€tion in the folemn hour of death. I have refolved this 
morning to renew my covenant with the Lotd, and in his 


firength to perfevere with frefh vigour and courage in. the 


narrow path that leads to everlafting life’; determined to refift 
every temptation, to take up and bear every crofs and defpife 


the fhame; that when | have done with the world, and all the 


enfnaring, or alluring objects of it, I may be ufhered into the 
everlafting kingdom of my Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 


there fhall 1 be completely happy indeed; 1 fhall have no- 


tempta- 
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temptations to refift there ; no fnares to entangle my feet, no 
-befetting fins to lay afide, no enemies to encounter there; 
but-all will be peace and joy; I fhall then bathe at the fountain 
head and bafk in the beams of celeftial day, I fhall then join the 
angelic choir, in finging hallelujahs to God and the Lamb, 
through the boundlefs ages of a blifsful eternity. Pas 


MR. PARK, tthe traveller, has made many interefting 
difcoveries in the interior of Africa; among other things he 
found that the Negroes, fo far from being univerfally ignorant, 
as we fuppofed them to be, were many of them ardent itudents 
of. the Arabic Language, and had among them copies of the 
5 books of Mofes, and of the Pialms of David, in the Arabic 
"Tongue.—Mr. Park, to his great aftonifhment and concern, 
 recognifed in a flave fhip, a negro, who was refpected by his 
countrymen as a man of learning, and at whofe houfe he had 
been entertained when in the interior of Africa.—In confe- 

quence of a difcovery fo interefting to humanity, the Bifhop 
of Durham propofed, at the laft meeting of the fociety for 


promoting Chriftian knowledge in foreign parts, to have a_ 


number of copies of an Arabic tranflation of the New Tel- 
tament printed, for the purpofe of being diftributed in Africa, 
for the benefit ef the Negroes. | 

a Morning Advertifer, for April 19, 1799. 


Yo the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 


’ 

? 

SIR 


IT has been recommended to me from different quarters, 


and by perfons whofe opinions I confider of fome weight, 
that it would be proper to add to the Letters on General 
Reading, a List of Booxs, to dire& the choice of thofe 
_ who may wifh to obtain an acquaintance with the fubjeés 

recommended in thofe letters: Indeed, when writing them, 
I was not infenfible of the propriety of fuch a ftep, from a 


recolleGion of the difadvantages I myfelf have labouted ~ 


‘under, and from a fuppofition that others might be in the 
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with books I am, and in compliance with the 


_ underftood that I think the reading of all of them is neceffary 


244 | CORRESPONDENCE. 


fame predicament ; and J had once formed the defign of at 
tempting to fubjoin a lift, but relinquiffied it from an appre. 
henfian of not being fu ficiently competent. However, as 
nothing of the kind has been done by any of your readers — 
who may be better qualified, by a more extenfive acquaint. 


fuggeftions of fome refpeGtable friends, I have endeavoured — 
to furnith them with the beft lift I am able, requefting any of 
your correfpondents to correct or add to the fame, as Gate 
knowledge of books may enable them. 

It may not be amifs to obferve, that though I have men. 
tioned a number of authors, who have written on the fame 
fubje& (though not always to the fame extent) it is not to he 


to obtain a fufficient: acquaintance with that fubjeét, but t 
give the reader a greater variety of choice. This is 
cularly the cafe under the articles Ancient and Britith Hif- 
have, however, mentioned none but what | conceive to 


be ‘worth 2 perufal, and from which much true information 


may be gained. I have alfo taken the liberty to put down | 


a few of what I judge to be the beit writers on a few other 
fubjects not mentioned in the letters, conceiving there may _ 
_ be thofe among your numerous readers who may with to ob- © 


tain fome information on eam, and to’ whom fuch lift may 


be ufcful. 


Hifory. 


Rollin’s Ancient Hiftory 10 vols, 1%2mo. 
Rutiel’s do. wr a Svo. 
Mitford's Hiftory of Greece 
Gillies’ s do. —— 4 Svo. | 
Hooke’s Roman Hiftory ( 
Vextot’s Revolutions of Reme  — 
of Greee  — 2 
Rome. —— 2. 
of Anacharis*® j= gi». 


events, adefeription of the manners, charaficrs, &c. af the daf- 


ferent countries of Greece,, and of their moft eminent men. 


Potter's 
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tter’s Antiquities ofGreece ——=  2vols. 
Antiquities of Rome 1 vot. 
Plutarch’s Lives 


Gibbon’s Hiftory of the Decline and F all of the 
Roman Empire vols. 8vo. 


-Abridgment ofdo. 2 ‘8vo. a 
Antient Fiiflory with that of the Old Teft- 
ment. 
Shuckford’s Conneétions 3 vols. 8vo. 
Pridepux’ sConneftions 4 8vo, 
 Hiftory of Modern 
Introdu@tion to the Hiftory of Eu- 
— 2 vo. 
Roffel’s | Hiftory of Modern Europe 65 Svo. 
Robertfon’s Hiftory of Charles V. 
Watfon’s Hiftory of Philip II. and III *. 
| Thom pfon’ s Spirit of 1 vol. 8vo. 
edition. 
Prieftley” s Leftures on Hiftory 2 vols. 8vo. 


‘Voltaire’ s Univerfal Hiftory and Supplement 6 (12mo, 
Age of Lewis XI Vth and 


Hiftory of England. 

Hume's Hiftory of England 8 Svo. 

—Smollett’s do. and continuation} 8vo. 
Henry’s do. 10 Svo. 
Kimber’s do. £0 Svo. 
Rapin’s do. 2 folio. 


Harris’s Lives of James I. the two Charleses; 
and Cromwell 5 

Burnett’s Hift. of his own Times,4 vols. Svo. or 6 - 

Goldfmith’s s Hiftory of 


42mo. 
4 _8vo, 


eo Robertfon’ s Hiftory contains the origin and p: 
Reformation in Germany—and, in vol. 1ft. he 


gives an inte- 
_¥efting account of the civilization * rope, with 
the caules that it. 


atjon relates t’ 
Holland, and the of the Mor: ne Revolution in 


aff 
are two valuable hiftorians, and deta’ ; 
“Vox. IL (3 M m | 


rogrefs of the 


Robinfon’s 


7 al 
7 
i 


® 
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-Neal’s Hiftory of the Puritans, by 
-Crofby’s Hiftory of the Baptits — 4 8vo. 
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Robinfon’ s Caufes and Confequences of Britith 
Wars 


tuff Hi iftory. 


Mofheim’ s Ecclefiattical Hiftory . 

Robinfon’ s Ecclefiaftical Refearches I vol. 4to. 
- Hiftory of Baptifm 

Jortin’s ks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory 5 Svo. 


Burnet’s Hiftory of the Reformation 
Abridgment of te. 1 vol. 8vo. 
5 vols. 8vo. 


Bacchus'’s of the New England Baptifts 


Geography and Books of Travels. 


Guthrie’: s Geographical Grammar vol. Ato. & 1 8vo. 
Brookes’s Gazetteer 
‘Savary’s Letters on Egypt and ‘Gane. 


1 vol. Svo. 


Volney’s Travels in Egypt and Syria 
Vallaint’ s Travels in Africa 
William’s (Mifo) Tour through Switzerland 2  8vo. 


Moore’s Travels in Europe 


Bridone’s Travels in Sicily and Malta 


2 12mo. 
Bruce’s Travels to the Source of the Nile 5 Ato. 
_Abridgment of ‘do. by Shaw 
-Briffot’s Travels through America Svo. 
Eton’s Survey of the Turkifh Empire I 8vo. 
Pane’s Extracts = —— I 


The five firlt hiftories have both excellencies iia | 
defeés'y but any of them may be read with advantage. Hifto-_ 


rians have too generally given only a tedious detail of wars and 
blood ; and devoted, only a few pages, here and there, to point 
ouit the  progrefs of (clence, arts, and manners. A.complete Englifh 
Hiftory is a defideratum for fome future hiftorian to fupply- 
Kimber was a Baptift, and, as far as it was written by him, is 


deferving of but the two laft volumes are not 


his, and are a‘mere journal. Mrs. Macduley’s is well worth 


reading, and fo is. Harris’s ; but Rodinfon’s fhould by no means — 
be omitted by him who-would ftudy the Britifh Hiftory, with — 


a mind open to ‘in other words, as a phitolo- 
| 33 | 


I vol. 8vo.* 


3 vols, 8vo. 


-Maundrel’s 
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24: 
| Journey from to Jeruflem.. 
bilod 
| 
Biographia Britannica 5 Vols. folio. 
Jabnfon’ s Lives of the Pacts 
s Lives of bcc. I vol.“ 8vo. 
Natural Philofophy. ott no 
Bohnycaftle s Introduction: to Aftronomy ° | $d 
Nicholfon’s Natural Philofophy 2 vols. 8vo. 
25 . laft edition. 
_Fergufon’s Aftronomical Explanations upon, 
Newton’s Principles I vol. Svo. 
— Leétures on Mechanics > 
Goldfmith’s s Hiftory of animated Nature 


Experimental Philofophy* —' Bvo, 
Greg egory’s of Nature,’ (fecond edition) 3 
Derham’s Phyfico and Aftro Theology = * 42mo. 
Ray’s Wi fdom of God in the Works of Creation 
by Leffer, with notes by | 


Lyonet | vol. 8vo, 
Jones’s Edition of Adams’s Le@ures on Natu- 

ral and Experimental Philofophy 

Chaptal’s Chemiftry 8vo. 


Britannica (with the fupplement) 1 18 Ato. 


Grammar Rhetoric. 


Murray’ s Grammar and Exercifes - 2yol. 12mo, 
_Prieftley’s Grammar 12mo, 
Beatie’s Theory of Language — 


Webfter’ Differtations on the Englith Lang. 3vo, 


* Coldfmith’s work isan eafy and elegant performance ; but is 

_faid, in fome parts, not to be perfe&ly accurate ; however, it 
1s wall, worth reading, as an introduétory work. Gregory’s is 
mare modern, gives a, compreheniive view of modern philofo- 
ph is an excellent work. 
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Blair’s Le&tures on Rhetoric, 2 vole. Svo. 
Abridgmentof do — {1 vol. 12mo, 
Rollin’s Belles Lettres 4. vols. 12mo., 
Collard’s Epitome of Logic, laft edition sg vol. ramo. 
Duncan’s Logic — 12mo. 
Improvement of the Mind 
Locke on the Underftanding oe 2 vols. 8vo. 
———~’s Conduct of do. I 12mo. 
0 on whe Mind, by Prieftley’ 8vo. 
Evidences of Chrifanity, 
Doddridg e’s Lectures 2 vols. 8vo. 
Murray’ s Evidences of the Jewith a SRE Be 
| tian Scriptures vol. 8vo. 
Paley’s Evidences 2 vols. 8vo. 


Prieftley’s Letters toa Philofophical Unb. 2 8vo. 


s Credibility Svo. 
Macknight’s Truth of the Gofpel Hiftory 
“‘Leland’s Neceflity and AAdvantage of Divine 

Revelation Bi 
_D. Taylor and Perry on Infpiration 


On the Evidence from Prophecy 


Bp on the Prophecies vols. Svo. 
Bp. Newton's Differtations 8vo, 


: On the Evidence from Miracles. 


Camp bell’s Anfwer to Hume 12mo. 


Farmer on Miracles - 3. . Bye. 


“+ This work was arf pobihe in one volume ofavo, but 


‘we fince been enlarged, 


lumes quarto. 


‘Ak principally in illuftrations, and that his leading principles | 
are contained in the oftavo edition ; but thisis very fcarce. 
work is reckoned the beft on the fubje& that our language affords. 


_ 'Webfter adopts his principles,and his differtations are a valuable 


icati on, 


y it’s celebrated author, to two vo- 
I underftand, however, that the additions con- 
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T Effays * vols. 12me. 
 Tinternal Evidence, | 
Jenyns’s Internal Evidence ‘1 vol. 12mo: 
‘Mr. Wakefield’s laft edition: . 8vo. 


On Diffent from the E ftablifhment. 
Palmer’s Catechifm — 


I 
Robinfon’s Lectures on Nonconformity I2mo. 
Delaune’s Plea - I Svo. 
Pierce’s Vindication of the Diffenters §_ 1 Svo. 
Towgood’s Letters to White | 1 vol, 8vo. or 18moe 


For Underflanding the Scriptures. 


Pool’s Annotations 


2, vols. folio 
Lowth on the Prophecies - 1 -yol. folio 
Doddridge’s Family Expofitor = - 6 vols. 4to. 
Macknight onthe Epiftles 3 Ato. 

Beaufobre & L’Enfanton Matthew  - jy 
Grey’s Key tothe Old Teftament | y Svo. 
Michaclis’s Introductory Lectures 5 1 4to. 
Calmet’s Dictionary of the Bible now publifh- 

ing in numbers, with additions : 
Harmer’s Obfervations on Scripture | 4 vols. 8vo: 

-Smith’s Summary View of the Prophets r2mo.: 


The above, Sir, is the beft lift I can at prefent recollect. It 
would be no very difficult matter to lengthen it ; but it will, 
perhaps, be thought by fome too long already. Moft of the 
above books I have myfelf read, and can recommend from 
my own knowledge ; and the reft I know to be fuch as bear 


* This valuable little work of the late excellent Mr. Turner, 
confifts of Effays on various important fubje&s. I have placed 
it among thofe on Miracles, becaufe it contains fome important-: 
obfervations on that fubje&, and the author has defined a mira« 
cle more accurately than his predeceffors, and correfted fome. 
of their miftakes. It is faid that Hume acknowledged Dr. 
Campbell’s to be a complete an{wer to his Treatife on Miracles. 


farmer’s is.an invaluable work, exceedingly {carce, and bears 
an uncommon price, 


good 


| | 
. 
‘ 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


a good character. ‘The-attentive reader may ‘feléct, as: hig 
tafte, his inclination, or his leifure may dictate ; and wil} 
find, I prefume, that his time will not be thrown away on 
them. The greater part, I believe I may fay all of them, 
are fuch as are fit for a place in the library, and will admit 


May 18. 1799: I am your's, &c. 


To the Editor of the General Buptif?’ Magazine. 
SIR, 


_ AS the propofed plan of your mifcellany admits extracts 
from natural hiftory, I take the liberty of tranfmitting. you — 
an account of a remarkable A®real Phenomenon, which is 
‘fometimes obferved from the harbour of Meffina, and adja- 


cent -places, at a certain height im the atmofphere. It is 


known by the name of Fata Morgana, ‘or as fome render it, 
the Caftles of the Fatry Morgana, and is derived from an 
opinion of the faperititious Sicilians, that the whole fpec- 
tacle is produced by fairies, or fuch ltke vifionary invifible 
beings. ‘Ehe populace are delighted’ whenever it appears, 
‘and run about the ftreets fhouting for joy, calling every body 
out to partake of the glorious fight——-— 


As when a fhepherd of the Hebrid’ifles, 

Placed far amid the melancholy main, 

(Whether it be lone fancy him beguiles, 

Or that zrial beings fometimes deign | 

‘To ftand embodied 'to our fenfes plain) _ 

Sees on the naked hill, or valley low, — 

“The whilft in ocean Phoebus dips his wain, 

A vaft aflembly moving to and fro, 
‘Then all at once in air diflolves the wondrous fhow. 


Thompfan’s Caftle of Indolence. 


This fingular meteor has been defcribed by various philo- 


wee 


-fophical writers and travellers, but the firft whe mentioned it 
with any degree of precifion was Father Angelucci, whofe 
account is thus quoted by Mr. Swinburne,'in his Tour 
_ through Sicily.—“ On the 15th of Auguft, 1643, as I flood — 
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window, I was furprized with a moft wonderful delec- 
vifion: the fea wafhes the Sicilian fhore {welled 
up, and became, for ten miles in length, like a chain of dark 
mountains ; while the waters near our Calabrian coat grew 
_ quite {mooth, and in an inftant appeared as one clear polifhed 
mirror, reclining againft the aforefaid ridge. Onn this glafs 
was depicted, in chiaro-fcuro, a.ftring of feveral thoufands 
of pilaftres, all equal in altitude, diftance, and degree of light 


and fhade. In a moment they loft half their height, and bent 
into arcades, like Roman aqueducts. A long cornice was 
next formed on the top, and above it rofe caftles innumera- 
ble, all perfectly alike. ‘Thefe foon fplit into towers, which 
were foon after. loft in colonnades, then windows, and at laft 
ended in pines, cypreffes, and other trees, even and fimilar. 
_ This (fays he) is the Fata Morgana which, for twenty-fix 

years, | thought a mere fable.” | 

To produce this pleafing deception, many circumftances 
muft concur which are not known,to exift in any other fitu- 
ation. | The fpe&tator muft {tand with his back to the eaft, in 
fome elevated place behind the city, that he may command a 
view of the whole bay; beyond which the mountains of | 
Meffina rife like a wall, and darken the back ground of the _ 
picture. The winds muft ,be huthed, the furface quite 
{moothed, the tide at it’s height, and the waters prefled up by 
currents to a great elevation in the middle of the channel. 
All thefe events coinciding, as foon as the fun furmounts the 
eaftern hills behind Reggio, and rifes high enough to form an 
angle of 45 degrees on the water before the city, every ob- 
ject exifting or moving at Reggio will be repeated a thoufand 
fold upon this marine looking-glafs; which by it’s tremulous 
‘motion is as it were Cut into facets. Each image will pafs 
rapidly off in fucceffion as the day advances, and the ftream 
carries down the wave on which it appeared. Thus the parts 
of this moving picture will vanifh in the twinkling of an eye. 
Sometimes the air is at that moment fo impregnated with. 
vapours, and undifturbed by winds, as to reflect objects ina 
kind of aerial fcreen, ‘arifing about thirty feet above the level 
of the fea. In cloudy heavy weather, they are drawn on the 
furface of the water, bordered with fine prifmatical colours. 

To the above account the following may be added, given by 
Mr. Houel, whofe judgment and veracity render his autho- 
‘rity highly refpectable In fine fummer days, when the 
‘Weather is calm, there rifes above the current a vapour, which - 
acquiies a certain denfity, fo as to form in the atmofphere hori- 
zontal prifms, whofe-fides are difpofed in fuch a.manner that 


when 
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when they come to a proper degree of perfection, they reflect 


and reprefent fucceffively, for fome time, (like a moveable 
mirror) the objects on the coaft or in the adjacent country, 
They exhibit, by turns, the city and fuburbs of Meffina, trees, 
animals, men, and mountains. ‘They are certainly beautiful] 
aerial moving pictures. ‘Ichere are fometimes two or three 
prifms, equally perfect, and they continue in this ftate eight — 
or ten minutes. After this, fome fhining inequalities are 
obferved upon the furface of the prifm, which confuféd: 

to the eye the objects which had been before fo accurately de- 
lineated, and the picture vanifhes. The vapour forms other 


combinations, and is difperfed in air.” 
_ Different accounts have been given of this fingular appear. | 
ance: which for my part I attribute to a bitumen that iffues - 
from certain rocks at the bottom of the fea, and which is often — 
feen to cover a part of it’s furface in the Canal of Meffina. 
The fubtle parts of this bitumen being attenuated, combined, 

and exhaled with the aqueous globules that are raifed by the _ 
air and formed into bodies of vapour, give to this condenfed 
vapour more confiftence, and contribute by their fmooth and 
potifhed particles to the formation of a kind of aerial chryftal, 
which receives the light, reflects it to the eye, and tranfmits 

to it all the luminous points which colour the objects exhibited — 
in this phenomenon, and render them vifible, 


To the E ditor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


REFLECTIONS ON INFIDEL WRITERS, 
AND INFIDELITY, 


LETTER IV. 
SIR, 


‘THE following exclamation of Voltaire, will, perhaps, 
excite a little furprize, if not horror, in theminds of fome of 
your readers, who are not acquainted with his: character ; 
and fhew that diffidence and modefty were not very promi- | 
nent features init. ‘ 1am wearied,” faid he, “ of hearing-it 
repeated that twelve men were fufficient to eftablifh Chriftian- 
ity, and I with to prove there needs but one to deftroy it.”* 


* Condorcet’s Life of Voltaire, vol. 1, p.g06. 
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This’ gafconading language favours more Of the infolent 
vauntirig of the braggadocia, than of the cool courage of the — 
than of true valour. It expreffes, indeed, the confidence of . 
prefumed ability, but betrays a very partial view of the nature 
~~ and force of the oppofition to be expected. Could Voltaire 
expect, by his fingle arm, to drive from the field a hoff of ‘wars 
riors; a8 fkilful in the ufe of arms, and as expert in militar 
evolutions as himfelf; and at the fame time panoplyed with 
truth? Could he expect to demolifh a building which has 
withftood for ages the utmoft fhocks, and from which, many 4 
hardy warrior, as felf-fufficient as himfelf, has been driven 
[tis a fat, however mortifying it might be to Voltaire, that 
twelve men, commiffioned by the author of Chriftianity, were | 
the grarid inftruments of overturning the religious fyftems of 
the world, and of eftablifhing his. Syftéms rendered venera- 
_ blé (if any thing could make them fo) by tittle, fanctioned by 
wealth and learning, and protected by the ruling powers; fyi+ 


tems that flatteréd the paffions, and were ftrongly entrenched 
|: __ in the deep-rooted prejudices of the deluded multitude, Yet, 
we have feen thefe fyftems deftroyed, thefe beautiful buildings 


laid proftrate, and the “ elegant mythology of the'ancients,” 
(as Mr, Gibbon fomewhere calls it) brought into difcredit, . 
and “ like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion,” vanifhiing away. 
It is a fact too, equally incontrovertible, however wonder- 
ful, that thefe twelve men fet out on their expedition of con- 
queft and demolition, humanly fpeaking, in the moft unfavour- 
able circumftances. The time was unfavourable to their pro- 
ject, had they been impoftors.. It was not at a period when 
profs ignorance prévailed; before fcience had illuminated, or 
the arts embellifhed the world; it was while Rome was at the 
zenith of her power, and glory, and Greece contihued to be 
the feat of learning. Was this the age to broach an impofture? 
Would the abettors of a known impofture have been fo void 
of prudence? Yet they fucceeded, atid Chriftianity prevailed. 
The places likéwife which they chofe for the theatre of 
their exertions, were unfavourable to perfons engaged in an 
impofture. Men cofifcious of practifing fraud, and impofing 
tiflue of falfhood on the world; naturally betake themfelves 
’ to the moft ignorant and credulous; they choofe the moft dif- 
tant, the moft dark and uncultivated places for their purpofe. 
But thefe twelve men. proclaimed their doétrines in Judea, 
where their Mafter had lived,'and where they affirmed he had 
performed many wonderful works. They erected the ftand- | 
ee ard of Chriftianity firft in Jerufalem, which had witneffed his a 
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_ laft labours and fufferings, where he had recently been con. 
§ demned as an impoftor, and executed as one of the. vileit of 
malefaétors ; and where they announced his refurrection, and 
appealed to their hearers in proof of many of the. facts. they 
related. They did not fkulk into fecret corners, or-flightly 
_intipuate the truths they had to declare; they preached in the 
moft bold:and public manner, and in the moit populous cities. 
In the Temple and Lyceum their voice was alternately, heard 
and Antioch, Corinth, Athens, and Rome, fucceffively wit, _ 
nefled their intrepidity and triumph. Were impoftors wont 
to act fof -Can any thing be more evident than that.they 
were confcious they were proclaiming the truth, and were 
entirely ignorant of any cheat being practifed on themfelves, 
or of having any delign themfelves of impofing one on others? 
‘The. artful, the ingenious, the penetrating, had the faireft © 
Opportunities of detecting collufion and falfhood, trick. and 
finefle, if fuch mean artifices had been ufed; but is it known 
that any thing. of the kind was ever detected? What-hifto-— 
ian has recorded, the fact’? or how could they have fucceeded 
as they did’. Yet thefe'twelve men fucceeded, and Chriftianity 


The perfons employed. in this bufinefs,;do not appear to 


and deititute of all thofe qualifications which fafcinate. the 
mind, and which, in fuch acafe, would be thought indifpenf- i 
able. . T’hey-were without learning, riches, authority, or ex- 
traordinary eloquence. ‘The attempt. to overturn eftablifhed 
fyitems, fo widely fpread, fo deeply rooted, and of fo long 
dtanding, ; by twelve unlettered,, unprotected, artlefs mecha- 
nics, of a.defpifed nation, and to fucceed therein, (which ts . 
an allowed and indifputable fact) when the prejudices of 
-mankind are confefledly great, and when public opinion ts 
with fuch known difficulty changed; and when no_profpects 
of worldly advantag: could. poffibly be entertained by the 
preachers, or were held out to allure their hearers to be- 

come 


have been the moft proper, had their defign been difhonett. 
a "They were fuch, we may conjecture, as M. Voltaire would 
“i not have chofen for fuch a purpofe. “They were the moft un- 
te likely men in the world to broach and eftablifh an impofture, 
a being evidently devoid of worldly ambition and expectation,* 


Should all confpire to cheat us with a lie? 
Unafk’d their pains, ungrateful their advice, vip / 
Starving their gain, and martyrdom their price. _ 
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come converts ; but, on the other hand, the certain expecta 


‘tion of contempt, abufe, imprifonment, and perhaps death © 


itfelf; is a phenomenon unparalleled in the annals of mankind, ° 
And yet Chriftianity in the hands of twelve fuch men, -pre- 
The method thefe twelve men took, is alfo deferving of 
attention. Did they, like Mahomet, propagate their doc- 
trines by the fword? Did they march at the head of a victo- 
rious army, with the {word in one hand, and the bible in the’ 
other, propofing the only alternative of an unqualified, un- 
examined acceptance of their fyftem, or to become tributaries 
and flaves? ‘This has never been faid of them, nor can with 
the leaft appearance of truth be faid. [hey were entirely 


unprotected by any attendant army, or exifting laws. Pree: 


judices, paflions, public opinion, all the world was againft 
them. They did not attempt to fet up their own authority, | 
but that of their Mafter. They did not feek to accumulate 
fortunes, but to enrich mankind. ‘Their writings tell us,’ 


-and thofe have. not been contradicted, that they did not coerce’ 


men into their opinions, but fimply and fairly propounded them. 
to the world. They ftated the fa¢ts of the gofpel, propofed 


their doctrines, reafoned with their hearers on them, promifed 


in the name of their Mafter everlafting life to thofe who em- 
braced them, and denounced everlafting punifhment on thofe — 
who rejectedthem. Noother human means were ufed. And’ 
yet their. caufe profpered, their, doctrines were efpoufed ; 
numbers joined them, and relinquifhed worldiy profpeéts, and’ 
even their lives, rather than deny the truth, and revert back 


to their former fuperftition and vices. Such was their con- 


viction. 
_ The ignominious death of their Matter was acircumftance 


not calculated to predifpofe the world in favour of their caufe, 


and facilitate their fuccefs. He was not then living on the 
earth, in riches and fplendous, poflefied of empire, and having 
high offices, earthly honours, and pecuniary rewards, to dif-. 
tribute among thofe who became his difciples. No lure of this 
kind could be held out to them. When alive, his lot was indi- 
gence and difrepute, contempt and perfecution ; and his com- 


_ panions were not taken from among the firft in fociety for 


rank, opulence, or office, but were men of the loweft order : 
aud he himfelf finifhed his career after the manner of the 
vileft malefactors. Hence his difciples were afterwards {tig 
matized with being the difciples of the crutified man. In 
this view the preaching of the crofs was a {tumbling-block to 
the Jew, and foolifhnefs to the Greek; the former expecting 
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he authorize bis apoftles to defcend to any fuch artifices after 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
the Mefiiah to abide for ever, and the latter confidering it as. 


a folly bordering on madnefs to expect falvation from a man — 
that was ignominioufly crucified. When alive, he proclaimed 
no unconditional abfolution, promifed no fenfual Mahomedan 

aradife, nor made any promifes of temporal advantage to 
induce Jew or Gentile to become his followers; neither did 


his death. We have no reafon to fuppofe that they adopted 

this practice; but, on the contrary, we know, that as they ex- 
peéted and experienced, fo they taught their hearers to:expect, 
that ignominy and perfecution would be their portion in this 

life : and that they were not to expect any other reward here, — 
than what arofe from confcious integrity, and the approbation 
of Chrift, but wait till they arrived at another ftate in another 
world, for their full reward. Was not the proclaiming fuch | 
a Matter rejected by the bulk of his countrymen, and {uffer- 
ing fuch a death at their hands ;—the with-holding all confi- 
derations of a pecuniary and temporal nature,—and holding 
out no profpect of advantage but what was chiefly diftant :— 
was this, I fay, calculated to prepoflefs the world to think fa- 
vourably of their caufe, or to lead them to lend an impartial 
attention to it? much lefs to induce fuch numbers in all 
places which they vifited, immediately to join‘them, refolving 


to relinquifh their chriftian profeffion only with life? . Yet 


this was the cafe; and twelve fuch men, as we have obferved 
the apoftles of the crucified Jefus to have been, were the ine | 
ftruments of this revolution. 

It is worthy of obfervation too, that thefe twelve unedu- 
cated mechanics, who had not fpent their lives in the ftudy or 
cloifter, taught a fyftem of religion more rational, and of mo- 
rals more pure, more comprehenfive and perfect, more fuited 
to the condition and capacities of mankind, and better calcu- 
lated. to promote human happinefs, than the concentrated wif- 


dom of renowned Greece and Rome ever produced. Is there 


any thing to be met with in the writings of Plato, of Socrates, 


of Seneca, of Epictetus, and of Cicero, (and what uninfpired 
men ever exceeded thefe *) or of any of the famed philofo- 
phers and moralifts of antiquity, worthy to be compared, for 
purity, for confiftency, for comprehenfivenefs, and fublimity, | 

with what“s to be met with inthe writings of thefe unlettered 
men? Thofe philofophers had employed their lives in ftudy; 
but the apoftles had enjoyed no fuch advantages. The fy{tems 
of the former differ widely from each other ; but the opinions 


_of the latter cares | harmonize. ‘Thofe were adapted only | 
for the literati, the 


udious ; thefe for men of all nator 
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and capacities. ‘Theirs were continually changing ; but the 
Chriftian fyftem, as taught by the apoftles, is adapted to all 
times, places, and circumftancess a remarkable peculiarity, 
Lemaaibistiee of their fuperiority and infpiration. A confi-" 
derable length of time, and clofe application, were neceflary to 
become acquainted with the fubtleties and complexnefs of the 
farmer ; little time and attention were neceflary to obtaina . 
‘very competent knowledge of the latter. Can this be ac- 
counted for on any known principles of nature? ‘The account. 
the apoftles give us of the unity, character, and perfections of 
God; our relation to him and dependance upon him; the’ 
duties we owe to him, to ourfelves, and to fociety; with 
the energetic motives with which they enforced a perfonal and 
_ practical regard to their inftructions; need only to be com- 
pared with the writings of the ancient philofophers, legiflators, 
- moralifts, and poets, to produce the fulleft conviction of the — 
evident fuperiority of the former. It is to me furprizing that 
this is not univerfally difcerned and acknowledged. It can 
| be owing to fheer and inveterate prejudice only. So true it 
“ is, that that\beautiful and confiftent {cheme of doctrines and’ 
morals, contained in the New Teftament, is impervious to 
minds bloated with intellectual pride, inflamed by fenfual 
paffion, or blinded by a fond partiality for the pre-eminence 
of human reafon. 
I have yet to learn that any of thefe fuperlatively wife men, 
thefe men of boaftedly unbiafied enquiry, who reproach Chrif- 
tians for their weaknefs and credulity, have ever difcovered 
that any of thefe twelve men (not even the apoftate Judas) re- 
tracted, being filled with remorfe, and ingenuoufly confefled — 
_ their having been impofed upon. ‘The remorfe felt and mani- — 
fefted by Judas, who, from finifter motives betrayed his Mafter, 
decifively fhews he was acquainted: with no fuch impofition or — 
collufion ; ar from whence arofe his infupportable compunc. 
tion? Neither have any of them, that I know of, attempted — 
to impeach their characters. Theimputation of ambition, of! 
pride, of worldly policy, or perfonal.emolument and agegran- 
dizement, much lefs of criminal indulgence, cannot be faften- 
ed upon them. How deeply fhaded are the characters of the’ 
moft renowned ancient philofophers on a comparifon with 
theirs! For difintereftednefs, benevolence, unwearied affiduity, 
unfhaken. integrity, and unconquerable magnanimity, their’ 
Conduct is above all praife. 
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June 11th, 1799. SOPHRON. 


J a.” 


INTELLIGENCE. 
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"THE half yearly meeting of the Three Denominations of 
Proteftant Dilersers in the county of Leicefter,. was, held at. 
Barton, near Market Bofworth, on Wednefday, the firft of 
__ Service began at half paft ten, by finging. ‘The Reverend 
Mr. Davis prayed; and the Reverend Mr. Owen, of Quorn-_ 
don, preached, from Acts x. 40, 41. and the Reverend Mr. 
Burton, of Foxton, from 1 Cor. xii. 13. 
_ Refolved, 1. That the next half-yearly meeting be held at. 
Sutton in the Elms, at the Reverend Mr. Evans’s chapel... 
2. That the refolutions at the former meetings be read ; 
which were read accordingly. 
3. The circular letter prepared by Mr. Blundel was read, 
4 The general plan, containing the queftions to be pre- 
pofed at the half-ycarly meeting, was then read and confidered 
in order. | | 
5. Mr. Pattifon was requefted to collect materials, and 
draw up a plan of a fmall work detigned for the ufe of the 
r, fhewing the nature and grounds of a difient from the 
Church of England. = 


To the Readers of the General Baptif? Magazine. a 


YOUR ferious attention, to the defign and progrefs of a 
beneficial inftitution, is requefted by the managers. 
In the year 1726 feveral congregations of Proteftant Dif- 
-fenters diltinguifhed by the. name of General Baptifts, refident: 
in London, affociated with a defign of forming and eftablifh- . 
ing a permanent fund for the purpofe of giving a proper edu- 
Cation to young men of promifing abilities for the miniftry,: 
fof the better fupport of their minifters. 
This defign has been profecuted ever fince to the prefent: 

year, and with fuch:fuccefs that the fociety has been enabled 
to educate feveral young men, who have proved a credit ta: ._ 
their profeffion, and has every year affifted a confiderable 
number of ufeful and worthy minifters in various parts of 
England, (whofe congregations were not able fufficiently to 

provide 
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for them) but for want larger‘fund has not 
vable to relieve the proper objects of it to that extent. engi the 


 fociety wifhes. 


The managers receive every year ate 
‘of the congregations in different parts of the: country, but 
cannot help lamenting that the fund has:no aid atall from many 

churches, and from many individuals in country fituations 5 
who, they apprehend, mutt be able to encourage a cha- 
rity fo neceflary and fo beneficial to thole, who labour i in 1 the 
Chriftian vineyard. : 


The following fifteen gentlemen are the prefent managers 
this fund, VIZ. 


Mr. Step hen Lowdell, Park, Great 
Mr. William Sturch, Stanhope St. Clare Market, | } 
Mr. John Treacher, Paternofter Row, 
Mr. Charles Williams, Fieldgate St. Whitechapel; 
Mr. John Chatfield, Back Hill, Hatton Street, 
Rev. Mr. Jofeph Brown, Fair Street, Horfly-down, 
Rev. Mr. Dan Taylor, Union Streets Bifhopf, gate, 
William Shenfton, Shoreditch, | 
Mr. William Brent, Rotherhithe, 
Mr. Samuel Brent, Rotherhithe, ne 
Mr. William Titford, Union Street, Bithopfeate, 
Mr. Jofeph Weald, Blackman Street, Southwark, 
Rev. John Simpfon, Leadenhall Street, 
Mr. John Marfom, High Holborn, 


Donations to this charity, how (mall foever, will be grate- 
fully accepted by the treafurer, or any of the managers, 
Whoever intends to beneht this inftitution by a legacy; is 
defired to do it in the following manner, viz.—“ I give and 
bequeath out of my perfonal eftate to the treafurer for the time 
being of the General Baptiit Fund in London (of which 
Mr. “Step hen Lowdell of Southwark Park was treafurer. in 
the year 2) the fum of the 
benefit of that charity.” | 
It is earneftly requefted that all General Bapti“ Chetaes 
would attend to this very interefting object; as the ma 
ardently with to extend the advantages refulting from fabe- 
nevolent an inftitution, to the utmoit of their ability. __ 
‘The committee, who dire&t the education of young mi- 
‘nifters of the General Baptift denomination, have received 
from vcs brethren at Ilkifton, by the hands of Mr, Felkin, 
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SACRED POETRY. 


A God of truth, a God of love. 
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the additional contribution of Ti 4s. 7d. for which they re. 
turn their fincere thanks. with alo to inform the 
Churches in conneétion, that thee will be feveral vacancies 
on the firft of July; and recommend it to fuch as wifh to en- 
joy 2 thare in the benefits of this inftitution, to make ws 


THE GOSPEL FEAST. 
O ! what a glorious feaft ad HOW 
pleafarit is thy dwelling place 
The great Jehovah makes; Lord of Hofts, atid God of 


How happy is the man Thy courts of love, thy houfe of pray " 


That of this food partakes 
Sinners attend the gracious call, _ How pleafant to my foul they are. 


The God of Love .invites youall. — Depriv’d of thefe my fpirit faints, 
| | | And at thy throne makes her complaints; 


No longer make excufe, My anid fieth, this éarthly cled, 


— 


Or at a diftance ftand ; 
Why thould you ftill refufe— out for thee; the living God, 
The bounty of his hand ? | | My God, my king, for thee I pine, 


Draw near, and all his goodnefs prove, | Oh! let me tafte thy love divine ; | 
| Oh ! {mile away my ev'ry fear, 


| | And 
we | be my God for ever near. 


And tafte the food divineg = —‘ | _How bleft are they that love thy word, 
No longer feed on hufks | And dwell within thytemple, Lord! 
Belonging to the fwine; They will adore thy name always, 
He'll meet you with a fmile of grace ; ac ever give thee noble praife. 
ready to embrace, bake 
gives them ftrength and quells their 
héavy-ladén fouls, fears, 
-. Oppréfs’d with loads of fin, While paffing through this vale of tears; 
- Come to this facred feaft, — + | They dig for fprings till fountains rife, 
| nt Lord will take you in ; my _ | And fill their pools with frefh fupplies, 
bleffed God will give you 
And make your fouls for ever From to Atrength they onward 
Ye Magdalenes, draw near, Nor faint though i in a wildernefs ; 
And vile Manaffehs, too, Till they im Sion all appear, © 
Matter of the feaft | Behold their God and Saviour there. | 
foud divine for you; 
‘Heli feed you with his colt ning love, | O Lord of Hotts ' hey often cry, 
ad make you fit to dwell above. Give Cary oO. Jacob s God moft high! 
ss | O God, our thield, to us draw near; 
— of ev’ry kind, | Behold us, thy anointed dear. 
Shall Sweet | One day within thine earthly court, 
The Lord is ever true; faints, to meet thy {miles, refort, 
‘He'll free fre wrath divine xceeds'a thoufand days within 
The-tents of wickednefs and fin. 
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Yea, I had rather keep the door 

Where God exalts the humble poor, 

Than dwell with men of wealth and 

Who do thy ways, my God, deride. 


Salvation here, glory above, 

God will impart, the God of love ; 
Theirlight by day, their guard by night, 
- Who ever walk as in his fight. 


Happy the man, thrice happy he, 

Who trufts, O Lord, alone in thee ! 
He thall be lov’d, he fhall be bleft, 
And with his God for ever reft. 


T. Jo 


Ts the Editor of the &. B. M. 


SIR, 


_ The following verfes were wrote from 
experience, and, I humbly con- 
ceive, thew fomething of the deal- 
ings of the Almighty with his crea- 
‘tures,’ to reclaim them from the un 

- fruitful works of darknefs, I was 
purfuing greedily the vanities of this 
vain world, when he addreffed my 
ftubborn foul, as he addreffed the 
Ifraelites at Sinai, with lightning in 
his eyes, and thunder in his voice: 
my confcience, {mitten with a fenfe 

- of guilt, and apprehenfive of eternal 
vengeance, trembled through all her 
powers, and was almoft overwhelmed 
with-defpair, before I found reft in 
Jefus Chrift. | 

Perhaps the light and vain may impute 


this to the flights of fancy, or the]. 
dreams of enthufiafm ; but I appeal to 


the confciences of many, who, I doubt 
mot, have experienced the like con- 
-wittigns; and am, Sir, | 
| Your’s, &c. 
| T. J. 
| 


COME, ye children ofthe Lord, 
Join with me to fpread his fame; 
And to tell his love abroad, 3 | 
And to celebrate his name ; 

‘That with wonder man may fee, 
_ What the Lord hath done for me. 
Once fecure, methought I ftood, 

And no danger feem’d in view : 
Nothing wanting ; all feem’d goody 
While, alas! all wanted new ; 


‘Vor. II. Oo 
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Far from God, and far from blifs, 
Without hope and happinefs. 


Wretched ftate, and yet fecure, 
Poor deluded foul was I ; 
Led by fin and fatan, fure _ 
To the brink of mifery 3 
And my danger never faw, 
Till convicted by God’s law. 


Oh! in terror all array’d, 

Then my fins enormous ftood ; 
Here I found my foul betray’d, 

All prov’d falfe that feem’d fo good ; 
Down I funk, my airy truft 
Dropp’d, and mingl’d with the duft. 


Mourning in this ftate I lay, 
Not one ray of hope I found ; 
Trembling, I attempt to pray, 
But methought, a dreadful found 
Pierc’d my foul, which oft did fay,— 
‘ A fiery God! a judgment day !” 


Oh! What agonies of dread 

_ From my guilty confcience rofe ; 

Whilea fountain from my head, | 
Mix’d with fighs and forrows, flow’ds 

But, alas! ’twere all in vain, 

To affuage my inward pain. ~ 


Horrid thoughts ftill fill’d my breaft ; 
I no comfort could obtain, 
But to my great joy at laft, 
P ase call’d ; how fweet the ftrain ; 
* Come, poor finner, come to me, 
* All your fins fhall pardon’d be.” 


Oh ! what mufic to my eat ; 
Oh! what tranfport to my heart! 

Will he dry the flowing tear, 

Will he calm my raging fmart? 

Then rife, my foul, this moment rife 

To Jefus go with weeping eyes. 


thou bleeding Lamb ! “I come ; 


O thou Prince of Life and Peace! — 
Take me, take me for thy own 3 

Bid my griefs and forrow ceafe. 
Lord, to thee 1 come for reft, 
Heal, O heal my wounded breaft. 


He his bleeding wounds did fhow, 

_ Head and feet, his hands and fide ; 

Said, believe for you, for you, 
‘I, the Prince of Glory, died. — 

¢ Come, arife, thy foul be free ; 

‘ Take thy crofs, and follow me.’ 


* 


Peace in gentle ftreams now flow’d — 
_ O’er the torrents of my foul : 
While with love my bofom glow’d, 
. Bids each trouble ceale to roll. 
O} what 


| 
| 
| 
| 5 


While fenfelefs on the bed of fleep, 


My blefs'd Redeemer and my God ! 


| May ev ‘ry hour be fpent for thee, 
_ Which thou in mercy giveft me ; 


May be devoted to 


262 SACRE, ‘noses. 


Oo! what beams of heav'nly-light> .. 
Now difperfe the fhades of night, 


Jef US» Savjoury thou alone, 
Now my way and guide fhalt be ; 


Lord, T'll truf thy faithfulnels, 
Till thou call my foulaway, 


To enjoy her promis’d reft, | 


Near thy fide, or on brea, 
“MORNING HYMN. 


— 


ARISE, my foul, from fleep atife, , 


T wards heaven direct thy 


eyes ; 
Adore that love, that 


Which thee through t i 


Immers’d in filent lumber deep 


J lay fecure, beneath thine eye ; 


Thou art my guardian ever nigh. 


sie fweet my reft! how fweet thy | 
love! 


Beneath the fhadow of thy wings, 
My foul i in fafety fits and fings 


oO thou that giv’ft both night and morn, 
The evening thades, and rifing dawn, 
Give mea heart to praife and pray, 


And ferve my Maker through this day. | 


To feek thy face may I delight, _ 
And ferve thee morning,noon,.and 


Arife, my foul, with yonder 
Swiftin thy heav’nly journey run, _ 
And let thy light through all this da 
Thy Saviour’s love to mandifplay, | 


And thou blefs'd Sun of Righteoufnefs ! ! 
Arife my languid foul to blefs, 
That this and all days, 


t 


)}And when my day of life is flown, 
Oh! may it bear to worlds unknown: 


_ | My raptur’d foul, it’s to fee, 
| and and died for me? 


All thy precepts may I own T. J: 
And with gladnefs follow | thee ; | 4 
Be obedient to thy call,. — 
thalt invall. Editor of the G. BM. 
‘While this wildernefs pas 
On thy promifes ftay 


‘That remarkable anecdate of P Ping ce 
the Vith, in the G, B, M, Pope I, 
Page 2.915 informing him, that *¢ hig 
reign was at an end !’” appears to ma 
fuch a ftriking accomplifhment of im- - 
portant prophecy in the eighteenth and | 
nineteenth chapters of the Revela- | 
tions, that I cannot but admire it, If 
the following lines on the fubjed de. 

: ferve a place in your valuable and 

ufefa) work, they are at fervice, 
lam, Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervent, 


GILES, 


FALL OF BABYLON! 
XVIII, XIX. 7. 


MIGHTY apeel from heay'n 
defcends,: . 7 

Whofe radiance lumin’d earth’ 

ends, :- (claim, 

Who with a voice like thunder did pro- 
‘ Proud Babylon is fall’n! behold hey 

‘fhame; (name, 

« Blot out her odious mem’ry and her 


That den of fiends, that brood of hellif 
* rage, 

Each hateful vulture’ diabolic ‘cage 

* That. viper’s neft, th’ infernal dragon’ $ 


‘fold, 
Devils of monft'rous thape, and name 
untold, (troll’d, 


| ¢ Who reign’d i imperious, ages, uncon- 


‘Long hath the facrilegious Montter 
(blood.—,. 


Immers’d in oceans of the martyrs’, 


¢ Did flie the faints to roaring flames ee 
| ‘liver? 

| © Pay her in kind ; but double portions. 
give her, _ (for ever!’ 
¢ Her kindling Hames all burn and 
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SACRED POETRY. 
Strang is the Lord, her judge, to him p Exultj Barth! rejoite, my duff 


belongs pears, ig | 
The ack OF vengeance! tune your | Who in her mouth the peaceful olive 
She finks | Behold her welt’ring in her | The hope of pat, the joy of future years. 
Amen ! Hofanna to his facred name Propitious cbt fucceed Oe 
ho foon thalt heap that faggot on the | my dove, (and love 
flame ! | And plume thy wings with growing 
| | Thy mefiage bear to each remoteft thore, 
| May Ganges, Gambia, Mifiiffipi — pour 
| With living ftreams, till time fhall be 


Rejoice, heav’n of heay'’ns! exalt 


Over her apofties, martyrs, faints re- 7 

Her angry Judge will now avenge your} * The word Duff (the name of the 
wrongs; | miffionary fhip) is the well known fa- 


Loud Hallelujahs to his name belongs, | miliar name given to pigeons ; I fuppofe 

Eternal Hallelujahs crown your jongs. | it is a corrupt pronunciation of the word 

| Dove, as have afterwards tranfcribed 
She’s fall’n O, my foul, re- it. 

 foundhis prife! - Rivers in the Eaft Indies, Africa, 

J fee the dawn of more aufpicious days ; and America, me 


Diep, March the 24th, in the fixty-firft year of her 
age, Mrs. Sarah Paffand, of Hugglefcoie, in the county of — 
Leicetter, a very worthy, refpectable member of the General. 
Baptift Church of that place. She poffeffed many amiable 
qualities, which rendered her generally refpeéted. .. She was 
remarkable for afympathetic tendernefs, that caufed her not 
only to fay:to the diftreffed, ‘* Be ye warmed, and filled,” but 
to adminifter relief to them whenever fhe had an opportunity. _ 
This difpofition led her frequently to the habitations of the. 
afflicted ; and’'though fhe had dn efpecial régard to the houf- 
hold of faith, yet'her kindnefs was not confined to that alone >. 
but her generous heart was ever ready to. do good unto all;, 
vifiting the fick, How’ poor foever, and: however different to 
her in their fentiments on religion. She was no bigot, yeta 
fleady and a well eftablifhed General Baptitt ; none more 
_ regular than fhe, in attending divine fervice. ‘When well, 
and at home, her place in the houfe of God was feldom 
empty, either on the Lord's day, or at the week-day lec- 
tures. From her condu& in the church, the might juftly be 
| ftiled 
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about ten days after fhe was taken 


OBITUARY. 


ftiled a Mother in Ifrael, who adorned the do@trine the pto- 
feffed ; and, in the world, an honeft fincere perfon, and a 


tender benevolent friend. Her death was rather fudden. 
About fix weeks previous to her diffolutton, fhe was fent 


for to attend her eldeft daughter, Mrs. Exton, of Narbrough, 
who was taken dangeroufly ill of a fever :———fhe went ; and 


in afew weeks, Mrs. Exton happily recovered ; and Mrs. 
- Paffand prepared to return home: but, alas! fhe muft never 


fee nor be feen at home any more! She had a paralytic 
ftroke, and, perhaps, fomething of the fever, and died in 
How fudderi 
How affeGting! Her family and friends, waiting, 
anxious expectation to fee her return home ; but, O! unwel- 
come news !——-She is dead !—How loudly does this proclaim 
the uncertainty of life, and of all terreftrial joys! forcibly 
fhowing the importance of our Lord’s admonition ; “ Be ye 
therefore ready alfo ; for the Son of Man cometh at an hour 


when ye think not.”—Her laft affliction, though fhort, was 


very heavy, which fhe bore with patience and Chriitian for- 
titude, till fhe fell afleep in the arms of her dear Redeemer ; 


_ whom fhe loved, and upon whofe precious blood fhe placed 
all her hopes of acceptance with God, having no confidence 


in the flefh. She was brought. to Hugglefcote, and interred 
in the burying ground belonging to the Saptift chapel, amidft 
the tears of many. who had fhared in her benevolence, and to 


whom her memory ts {till dear :———and, 


On June 44, died at Hackney, Mrs. Elizabeth Wilton, 


_ in the gt ft year of her age. She was aunt to the late amia- 


ble Dr. Samuel Wilton, an account of whom was given in 
our laft Number. She has fuftained the character of an 
eminent Chriftian ; and the evidently bore the infirmities of | 
declining life with great refignation, in the joyful hope of 
a blifsful immortality. Her remains were interred in Bun- 
hill-fields June 21. The addrefs at her grave was delivered . 


_by the Rev. Dr. Fither, Divinity Tutor in the academy 


at Homerton ; and, on the Lord’s day, June 23, her funeral 


-fermon was preached by the Rey. Palmer of 
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LIFE OF THE REV. DANIEL WILLIAMS, D. D. 


| Continued from page 227. 


Tue dogtor’s fecond marriage was in the year 1701, to 
Nirs. Jane, the widow of Mr. Francis Barckitead ; a lady of 
a confiderable fortune and great worth *, whofe father left 
a noble eftate at Tours in France for the fake of his religion. 
He lived with her about fifteen years with great fatisfaction — 
to himfelf, andan high value for her. She is yet furviving, 
and retains a high honour for Dr. Williams’s memory, and 
is waiting in hope for the heavenly felicity. 


* Mr, George Guill, Mrs. Williams’s Father, has left this : 
memorandum under his own hand, in his Family Bible; ** On 4 
Thurfday, O&. 11,1685, French ftyle, we fet out from Tours, and 

-¢€ame to Paris on Monday the1 5th of the faid month. On thei 7th 
came out the king of France his declaration to drive out the Pro- 

_ teftants, who had notice in Paris in four days, which falling 
out the 21ft, was juft the day whereon our places in the waggon 
for Calais were retained; and the day before ] was warned by 
letters from Tours, by feveral friends, that upon falfe accufa- 
tions I was fought out by the Intendant, and other magiftrates ; 
end that they had written to the Chancellor of France to fend 
after me and arreft me: but it pleafed God that immediately 
after his figning and fealing the declaration for the open an- 
nulling the Edié& of Nants, he fell fick and died, while we 
were On our journey. So I have extraordinary occafion to 
take notice of God’s providence towards me and mine in fuch 
imminent dangers, out of which he hath miraculoufly fave 
we 
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Thdugh he was aconftant preacher, and diligently attended 
to the proper duties of his itation, yet he was not fo confined 
to the * pit, or the ftudy, as not to mind how the world went 
about nim, or to be an unconcerned {pectator of the treatment 
of the. body of the difienters, whofe intereft he had much at 


heart; or of thé itate of the nation with refpect to religion and 


liverty. He was active to the utmott of his power in the reign 


of Queen Anne, when a bill was depending in parliament 


againit Occational Conformity. It gave him no fmall plea- 
fure to fiad it twice thrown out; and when it was at laft 
carried in the third- attempt, and by the help of thofe ver 

perfons who {trenuoufly oppoled it before; he could not help 


fayigg it to heart. Tonis affected him fo much the more be- 


caule he well knew the diflenters deferved other fort of ufage 
from thofe to whom they had, upon occafion, done good fer- 
vice; and apprehended there was but little likelihood of any 


public beaefi: from fuch a ftep, efpecially in fuch a juncture : 


nay, ae could eafily forefze that the forward ageats in that 
affair would tremfelves be d-fpifed by thofe they fo officioull y 
couried, at the expence of shee friends, whe had never de- 
ferted them in any critical exigence. 

It was yet a greater trouble to him to find, bisa in the year 
1704, the molt ‘ftrenuous applications which could be made. 
could jnot prevail to prevent the impofing the facramental 


tef%t upon the dillznters in Ireland, who till that time had 


been free from it. It was inferted as a claufe in a bill, with 
the ipecious pretence of fecuring the Poteftants of Ireland 
froin fu great numbers and infolence of the Papifts there; 


which furely, in all good fenf>, was a {trong reafon the other 


way. | The claufe was added clandettinely, thouch it would 
be no difficult matter to tell by whom it was daie ; for the | 


matter was concealed till the blow was eiven; and there was. 


not the lealt fufpicion of it till it was too late to prevent It. 
The bill being read in Ireland after it was returned from 
England, they ‘mutt either take or lofe the whole. But even: 
this tur hed to the honour of the diffenters in the iflue ; for 
fuch was the pofture of aff.irs fome time after, in the reign 
of Kine George, that the Irith Houfe of Commons thought 
fit to refolve, nemine contradicente; ** That fuch of his Ma- 
jefty’s) proteitant dillenting fubjects of this kingdom, who 
had taken commiffionsinthe militia, or acted b ‘commiffion 
of array, have thereby done feafonable fervicé to his majelty’s 
perfon and government, and the proteftant intereft in this 
kingdom.” And, “ that any perfon who fhall maintain a 
profecution azaintt a diflenter whe has accepted, or fhall ac- 
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cept of acommiffionin the array or militia, is an enemy to King 
George and the Protcitant intereft, and a iriend to the Pre- 
/ 

He was very much-in his judgment for the Union with 
Scotland, in 1707, being convinced that it was the moft 
effectual way to fecure the proteftant fucceilion, and the con- 
tinuance of their ecclefiaftical ettabli{hment in North Britain; 
againft the attempts of fuch who were bent to oppofe it, or 
might be tumpted to betray, it. He recommended with great 
earneftnefs the forwarding of the Union to his friends in 
Scotland; and greatly rejoiced when it was fettled and ra- 
tified, and hoped the good effects of it would be both conli- 
derable and lafting. 

Inthe year 1709,he hada diploma fenthim from the univerfity 
_ of Edinburgh and Glafgow, at the fame time with Dr. Old- 

field, and Dr. Calamy. This was an honour he no way af- 
fected, or defired; but, as circumftances ftood, he could not 
decently refufe it. He always fhewed a great regard to the re= 
ligious interefts of that part of Great Britain, and, by his good- 
will, would have had all who were defigned for the miniftry 
among the Difflenters in South Britain, to have a part of their 
_ education at leaft in one or other of their univerfities. He en- 
couraged the drawing up a fcheme for that purpofe, which 

could not be brought to perfection for want of a general con- 
Currence.; 

Inthe latter end of the Queen’s reign, he had very dark appre= 
henfions of the {tate of affairs, and great fears about the Proteftant 
fucceffion. He dealt freely about this matter withthe great 
man who was then at the head of affairs *, with whom he had 
been long acquainted ; and warned him of his own danger, 
whether he was engaged in thofe defigns, or had kept himfelf 
out of them. If he was really engaged, he prefled him to 
confider, how difhonourable a thing it would be to have a 
hand in the mifery and flavery of his country, and which 
would not fail in the iffue to be ruinous to himfelf and his 
family. If he was not engaged himfelf in fuch adefign, but 
aimed at fhewing his art and dexterity in keeping things in 
a pendulous pofture, that he might have the honour at lait of 
turning the fcale; he begged him to confider what hazard 
he run, if things went a little farther, of their rifing to fuch an 
height as would be out of his power to retrieve; and of being 
Over-ruled and borne down by thofe with whom he was ems: 
barked. The freedom he took was not well relifhed; but 
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he fatisfied himfelf with difcharging his confcience, and with 
his own good intentions. ¥ 


Some time after he was ferved a {curvy trick by one whom 
he had endeavoured to oblige; and whom a {mall degree of ho- 
nour and gratitude would have kept from fo bafe and in- 
human anaction, The cafe was this: the doctor was wrote 
to, with fome earneftnefs, by his friends in Ireland, to com. 
municate his thoughts to them, as to the pofture of affairs 
at that time, and the defigns and views of thofe at the helm. 
He drew up an anfwer with great franknefs, and fent it into 
Ireland, by a fafe hand, only keeping a copy of it. He had 
this copy in his pocket when he waited upon a certain gen- 
tleman of the long robe, and pulling it out with a number of © 
other papers, at his lodgings, he happened to leave it be- 
hind him, though he brought away all his other papers. The 
gentleman finding it contained a great many free thoughts 
concerning public affairs, and fome remarks on the great 
man before mentioned, thought he fhould merit his favour 
if he communicated the ,letter to him, and accordingly went 
and left it with him. He was incenfed to that degree againtt 
the doctor that he would never forgive him. ‘The action 
was the bafer, becaufe the gentleman was under particular obli- 
gations to him, who had advanced a fum of money by way 
ef loan, at a moderate interelt, when his credit was funk 
fo low, that he was utterly at a lofS to raife it any other 
way. 


| 
| 
| 


No man in the nation more heartily rejoiced at the blow- 
' ang over of the ftorm by the acceffion of King George to the 
_ Britifh throne, and the taking place of the Proteftant fuc- 

ceffion; which he hoped would be a fpring of many lafting 
bleffings, not only to this land, but to the whole Proteftant 
intereft. On September 28, 1714, he prefented an Addrefs 
tothe king, at the head of the diffenting minifters of the feve- 
ral denominations in and about the city of London, con- 
gratulating his Majefty’s peaceful acceffion to the throne, 
and his own and the prince’s fafe arrival, which he owned te 
be the merciful return of many ardent prayers, &Xc. 


| : (To be continued.) 
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BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


Continued from 233+ 


LIFE OF THOMAS TOMKINS. 


Tuis Thee Tomkins was a weaver, and dwelt in 
Shoreditch, in the fuburbs of London; a man of a pious and 
honeit life and converfation. He was kept in prifon by 
Bifhop Bonner near a year and a half, fometimes at his houfe 
at Fulham, where he was often eceamtined about his religion 5 
and becaufe he did not agree with the bifhop in his opinion 
of the facrament of the altar, nor would be perfuiaded to re- 
cant, the bifhop was fo much enraged againft him, that he 
beat him fedaiaies fo that his face was much fwelled there- 
with, and he plucked off the hair of his beard, which disfi- 
gured him, and then the bifhop caufed his beard to be fhaved 
allo 
Another time came to Dr. Bonner, Bifhop of 
to Fulham, Mr. Hapsfield, Mr. Pendleton, Dr. Chedfey, and 
Mr. Willerton, Then Tomkins was brought before them, 
and after fome difcourfe with him, the bifhop finding Tom-__ 
_kins to continue as he was wont, {tedfaft in the defence of 
his faith, the bifhop took Tomkins by the fingers, and held 
his hand directly over the flame of a wax-candle that was © 
burning on the table, to try his courage. 
‘Tomkins-thinking that he muft there prefently die, began 
to recommend himfelf to God, faying, **O Lord, into thy 
hands I commend my {pirit.” Tn: which burning he never 
‘fhrunk, till the veins and finews burft, and fpurted water 
into Mr. Hapsfield’s face; fo that he was moved with pity, 
and defired the bifhop to forbear, and faid, that he had tried — 
him enough. 

Thomas Tomkins did afterwards declare unto one James 
Hinfe, that whilft his hand was’ ‘burning his fpirit was fo 
Wrapt up that he felt no pain. 

After this the faid Thomas Tomkins was divers times 
brought before the Bifhop of London, at his Confiftory 
Court, at St. Paul’s, wins i where the dean and divers 
others fat in the court with the bifhop, and examined the {aid 
Tomkins upon divers articles. 

And on the 26th of September, 15 54, the ideale articles 
were again repeatedy and his confeffion added to them; 


and 
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and being drawn up in writing by the clerk, the faid Thomas 
Tomkins figned them with his own hand, and they are as 
«“ |] Thomas Tomkins, of the parifh of St. Leonard, Shores | 
ditch, in the diocefe of London, having confefled and de- 
clared openly heretofore to Edmund Bonner, Bifhop of Lon- 
don, mine ordinary, that my belief hath been many years 
_ paft, and is at this prefent, that the body of our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift is not truly and in very deed in the facrament of 
the altar, but only in heaven, and fo in heaven, that it can- 
not now indeed be really and truly in the facrament of the altar. 
“ And moreover, having likewife confefled and declared 
to my faid ordinary openly many times, that although the 
church called the Catholic Church hath allowed, and doth 
allow the mafs and facrifice made and done therein, as a 
wholefome, profitable, and godly thing; yet my belief hath 
been many years pait, and is at this prefent, that the faid 
mafs is full of fuperitition, plain idolatry, and unprofitable 
for the foul, and fo I have called it many times, and take it 
at this prefent. 
“ Having alfo confefled and declared to my faid ordinary, 
that the facrament of baptifm ought to be only in the vulgar 
tongue, and not otherwife miniftered, and alfo without fuch 
ceremonies as cuftomary ufed in the Latin Church, and other- 
wife not to be allowed. 
« Finally, being many and often times called before my 
 faid ordinary, and talked withal touching all my faid confef- 
fons and declarations, both by my faid ordinary, and divers 
other learned men, as well his chaplains as others, and coun- 
felled by them all toembrace the church, and to recant mine 
error, in the premifes, which they told me was plain herefy, | 
and manifeit error; do teftify and declare hereby, that I do 
and will continually ftand to my faid confeflion, declaration, 
and belief, in®all the premifes, and every part thereof; and 
in no wife recant, or go from any part of the fame. In wit- 
nefs whereof, I have fubfcribed and pafled ths writing, this , 
26th of September, the year aforefaid.”’ 
In February following, the faid Thomas Tomkins was 
brought the lait time before the Bifhops of London, Bath, 
and St. David’s, and others, where he was earneftly' exhorted 
by the faid Bifhop of Bath to revoke and leave his opinions. 
‘To whom he anfwered, “ My lord, I was born and brought 
up in ignorance until of late years, but now I knowthe truth, | 
and therein [ will continue to the death.” 
Then Bonner caufed all his articles and confeffions to be 
again 
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again openly read; and fo in his accuftomed manner, he — 
again perfuaded him to recant. 


“To whom Tomkins finally anfwered, “ My lord, I cannot a 


fee but that you would have me forfake the truth, and fall into | 


error and herefy. Then the bifhop feeing he would by no 
means recant, gave fentence of condemnation againft him, 
and delivered him to the Sheriff of London, who carried him 
to Newgate, where he remained.joyful and conftant until the 
16th of March after, 1555; upon which day the fheriff con- 
veyed him to Smithfield, and there he was burned ; fealing 
his faith with his blood, and giving glory to God, 


LIFE OF WILLIAM HUNTER, 


THIS William Hunter was born of godly parents in 
Effex, and by them initruéted in the true religion, and put 
apprentice to one Thomas Taylor, a weaver,.in Coleman 
Street, in London. And in the firft year of the reign of 
Queen Mary he was commanded by the prieft of the panfh to” 

- seceive the communion at mafs, the next EKafter, he being then 
about nineteen years old; which he refufed to do, and was 
thercfore threatened to be brqught before the bifhop. Where- 
upon William’s mafter defired him to go from him, left he 
fhould be brought into trouble for keeping him in his hu. fe. 

So William Hunter went down to Burntwood in Effe 
tohis father, and ftayed there about fix weeks. And one day, 

finding the chapel in the town open, he went in and read in 
the Englith bible, which was lying on the defk; whilft he was 
reading came in one Father Atwell, an officer of the Bifhop’s 
Court, and faid to William, “ Why meddleft thou with the 
bible? underftandeft thou what thou readeft, canft thou ex- 
pound fcripture ?” 

William anfwered, “I take not upon me to expound 
fcripture, but finding the bible here, I read in it to my com. . 
fort,”? | 

Father Atwell faid, It was never well fince the bible 
came abroad in Englifh.”’ 

“« Say not fo, Father Atwell,” fays William Hunter, “ for 
God’s fake: for it is God’s book, from which every one that 
hath. grace may learn to know both what things do pleafe God, 
. and alfo what will difpleafe him.’’ 
| But Father Atwell, not caring to difcourfe with William, 
went to one Thomas Wood, who was vicar of Southweild, 
who was in\a houfe near, and brought him into the chapel, 
where William continued reading. When Mr. Wood came 
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in, he faid, “ Sirrah, who gave thee leave to read the bible 


and expound it!” 
William anfwered, * I expound not the {criptures, Sir, 


but read them to my comfort.” 


« What meddleft thou with it at all,” fays the vicar ; * it be- 
cometh thee NOt, nor none fuch, to meddle with the —_ 


tyres.” 


But William anfwered, “ ] will read the fcriptures, God 
willing, while I live, And you owght, Mr. Vicar, not to 


difcourage any man “for that matter, but rather to exhort. 
men diligently to read the {criptures, for the ore of 


your duty, and their own.” 
The vicar anfwered, * It becometh not you to tell me 
what I ought todo. fee thou art an heretic by thy words.” 
William anfwered, “ ] am no for {peaking the 
truth.” 
The vicar faid unto him, « What faye thou to the facra~ 


‘ment of the altar? Believeft thou not in it, and that the bread 


and wine is tranfubftantiated into the very body and blood of 
Chrift ? Thoy mayeft learn this plainly from the fixth of 


“John.” 


‘William anfwered, “ I learn no fuch thing in the fixth of 
St. John as you (peak of. You underftand Chrift’s words 


much, like the carnal Capernaites, who thought that Chrift 


would have given them his flefh to feed upon: which opinion 
our Saviour Chrift corrected, when he faid, The words that | 
I fpeak unto you are fpirit and life.”” 

Then the vicar led William Hunter heretic; and faid 
he believed not in the facrament of the altar; and many more 
words pafied between them till the vicar threatened to, coms — 
plain of him. And fo they parted. 

William Hunter went home, and took leave of his father, 


and fo went away, for fear of the vicar’s threatening. | 


soon after, Mr. Wood, the vicar, went to one Mr. Brown, 


a juttice of the peace, and told him what communication he | 


had with William Hunter. Whereupon the juftice fent for 


‘William’s father, anid for the conftable ; and when they were 


come, he afked old Hunter for his fon William. He an- 
fwered, he could not tell where he was. The juftice, being 
angry, faid, “ If thou promife not to bring him to me, I will ) 
fend thee to prifon till I fhall get him.” 


The old man replied, “ Would you have me feek out my } 
fon to be burned?” 


Mr. Brown anfwered, “ If thou bring him to me, I wil 
deal well though for that matter, thou needeft not care; 


fetch 
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fetch him, and thou fhalt fee what I will do for him.” And 
the afked him if he wanted any money, and ‘bid Mr. Salmon 
the conftable to give him a crown; but he*would hot take it. 
After this, old Father Hunter rid two or three days‘abroad, | 
to fatisfy Juftice Brown’; and by the way he’ inlet fon 
William, who afked his father if he were looking for him, 


He faid he was, and wept; and told him ‘that Mr. Brown 
had charged him to feek for him, and bring him before him, — 
or Ke would fend him to prifon: “ But,” fays he, '* I will go 
back, and tell the, juftice that I cannot find you.” 

~~ But William faid, “ Father, I will go horhe with you, and 
fave you harmlefs, whatever comes of it.” And fo they re- 
turned both together. “And as foon as William came home 
he was taken by the conftable, ‘and put into'the ftocks till the 


‘next day, and then he was brought before the juftice; ‘who, 


a 


as foon as he faw him, faid, firrah, dte* you come?” 
‘Then he called for a bible, and turned to the fixth of John, 
‘and-faid, hear you area {cripture man, ‘and can éxpound. 
as you pleafe ;” and laid to his charge’the ‘expofition he made 
“to Mr Wood the vicar. But William anfwered, “He urged 
‘me to fay fo much as I did.” 
“Well,” fays, Mr. Brown, “ becaufe thou canft expound 
that place fo well, how fay you to another place and turned to 
the twenty-fecond of St. Luke: “ Look here,” fays he, “ how 
“Chrift faith thae bread is Tus 
William anfwered, The’ text faith, that Chrift took 
bread, but not that he changed it into another fubftance, but 
gave that which he took, and brake that which he gaVe, which 
_-was bread, as is evident by the text: for elfe he fhould have - 
two bodies, which to affirm I fee no reafon.”2- 
At which anfwer Mr. Brown was very ahigry; and faid, 
«Thou naughty boy, wilt thou not take things as they'are, 
but expound them as thou wilt? “Doth not Chrift call’the Bread 
his body plainly? And thou wilt not believe that’ the'bread is 
‘his body after confecration : Thou goeft about to make Chritt 
But William Hunter faid, “ I mean*not fo, Sir, but rather 
_more earneftly to fearch’ what the mind of Chrift‘is, in that 
holy inftitution, wherein’ he commendeth to us the reémem- 
_ brance of ‘his death, paffion, refurrection, and coming again: 
‘faying, This do in remembrance of me. And although Chrift 
_ Calls the bread his body, as he doth alfo fay that he is a vine, 
_ adoor, &c. yet is not his body turned into bread, no more than 
he is turned into a door or a vine. Wherefore Chrift called the 
his body by a 
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_ At this word Mr. Brown called him a villain; and faid, 
« Wilt thou make Chrift a liar ftill?” and fell into a great 
paffion, and abufed him. 
~ Whereupon William defired him, either to hear him anfwer _ 
for himfelf with patience, or elfe to fend him away. — 
~ ‘Then Mr. Brown faid he would fend him to the Bifhop of 
London to-morrow; and fo he wrote a letter prefently, and 
on it by the conftable, who carried William to London tothe — 

- When he came there, the bifhop read the letter, and Wil. 

liam was brought.before him ; to whom the bifhop faid, “| | 
underftand, by Mr. Brown’s letter, that you have had a 
communication with the Vicar of Weild about the bleffed f. 
crament of the altar, and how ye could not agree; whereupon . 
Mr. Brown fent for thee to bring thee to the Catholic faith, 
_ from which he faith thou art gone; however, if thou wilt be 
ruled by me, thou fhalt have no harm for any thing that,thou 
haft {aid or done in this matter.” 
William anfwered, “I am not fallen from the Catholic 
faith of Chrift, fT am fure, but do believe it, and confefs it 
“ Why,” fays the bifhop, “ how fayeft thou to the blefled. 
facrament of the altar ? Wilt thou not recant thy faying which © 
thou confefled{t before Mr. Brown, how that Chrift’s y is 
siot in the facrament of the altar, the fame that was born of the 
Virgin Mary ?” 
Lo which William anfwered, “ My lord, I underftand 
that Mr. Brown hath certified you of the talk that he and I 
had together, and thereby you oaths what I faid to him, the 
which [ will not recant by God's help.” _ 
Then faid the bifhop, “I think thou art afhamed to bear 
a faggot, and recant openly: but if thou wilt recant thy — 
fayings, I promife thee thou fhalt not be put to open fhame. 
But {peak the word here now between me and thee, and | | 
will promife thee it fhall go no further, and thou fhalt go 
home again without anyhurt.”- 
William faid,“ My lord, if you will let me alone, and leave 
me to my confcience, I will go to my father and dwell with 
him, or elfe with my mafter again ; ‘and if fo be no body will 
oe or trouble my confcience, I will keep my confcience 
. "The bifhop anfwered, “Iam content, fo that thou wilt go 
_to church, and receive and be confefled.”” “ No,” fays Wil- 
~ liam, I will not do fo for all the goods in the world.” 
Then faid the bifhop, “ If you will not do fo, I will make— 
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you faft Well” faid William, you can do no | 
more than God will permit.’ 
'« And will you not recant indeed, ”” fays the bifhop, “ by 


?? 
fays William, “ never while I live, God willing.” 
And their "difcourfe ended. 
Then the bifhop commanded his men to put William in the 
ftocks in his gate-houfe, and there he fat two days and two | 
nights, paly _ a cruft of brown bread and a cup of water, — 


(To be continued. ) | 


ESSAYS. 


| the Editor the General Baptift’ 


‘SIR, 


IT is the requeft of the! Hugeletcote, that the 
_ difcourfes ddivered at the Ordination of the Rev. Mr. 

_ Thomas Orton to the paftoral office over them, may ap- | 
pear in the General Baptift Magazine. 

In compliance with their wifh I here fend that which I de- _ 


livered, as near as I mn and I truft brother Smith will do 
eine 


To the Church of Chrift of the General Baptift denomination at 
Hugeglefcote, in the County of 


Dearly beloved Brethren, 


IT is impoffible that I fhould exactly comply with your 
with, in giving you the difcourfe in print which was _ 
delivered at the ordination of your dear paftor; as it was 
in part extempore; but as far as my notes and recolleétion 
will affift, I here prefent it to you; and may the God of 
all grace and. mercy make it an abundant bleffing to you 
and your minifter. ‘This is the fervent prayer of, 
Dear Brethren, 
Xow in the bonds of the gofpe 


BEN]. POLLARD. 
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| A CHARGE TO MR. THOMAS ORTON. 
My dear, dear Brother, 


[HE work of this day is of vaft importance indeed, to you. 
and to this people. To be ordained to the office of sar, 
to watch for their fouls, and to watch, ‘as they that mutt give 
account. Heb. xiii.17. Ido not know when I have felt more 
_ thanI do at the work to which you have called me this day. 
_ But, as you have called me to it, and you, Sir, requeft me to 
free, .and-keep back nothing that maybe ufeful to you, 
I therefore beg your attention, while I prefs a few conte” 
ations from the words of the great apoftle Paul.. 1 Tim. 
“Take heed unto thyfelf, and unto thy do@trine ; continue 
in them: for in doing this thou fhalt both fave thyfelf and 


I. Take heed unto thyfelf. oe 

Il. Take heed unto thy doétrine, and continue in them. 
to this work. 
Take heed unto shyfeifi 
J. Take heed to thy own cerverfion. See that you en- 
joy areal work of grace in your own foul ; this is neceflary 
— In every minifter of the gofpel ; for, as the work of the mi- 
_ niftry is to turn fouls from ‘darknefs to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God, Acts xxvi. 18. how is it poffible 
that we fhould advantageoufly teach what we do not enjoy ? 
_ therefore take heed to thy own converfion. ef 
But I need not farther prefs this on you,my brother. "The 
good confeffion you have this day made before many witneffes, 
_and the teftimony which this people give of you, fufficiently 
evince that you enjoy the truths you are now fet apart to. 
__ II. Take heed to keep up the life of religion in thy own 
foul, or “preaching will be a dull, heavy, and unprofitable 
_ work; therefore be very diligent in all the private means of 
grace, as reading, meditation, and particularly prayer; watch 
thereunto with perfeverance and thank{giving. 
OIE Take heed to thy walk and converfation; be payti- 
culariy carefulas to thefollowing duties, = 
16 Béa pattern of honefty, fidelity, and integrity, worthy 
_ the smitation of your people, and an example to all obferv- 


| 
them that hear thee.” , 
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2. Beinduftrious. This is often neceflary for General Bap- 

tift minifters ; and is nodifcredit, bugan honour to a minifter 
when he is able to conduét himfelf properly. : 
_ 3. Family affection and parental tendernefs. Let it be feen 
by your brethren and neighbours, that you are a loving huf- 
band, a tender parent, and a good mafter; thefe are’ very 
neceflary for you, and will be very honourable in’ you, while 
you temper the authority of the father and mafter with the 
—gentlenefs of the Chriffian. | 

4. Holinefs. This will require the greateft watchfulnefs 
of mind, as your fituation and office will expofe you to mary 
temptations, which none but paftors know, and in which 

none but paftors can fympathize with you. 
‘ g.Zeal. This will be very neceflary for the difcharge of 
the many repeated and laborious offices to which you are 
called ;. and yet you will meet with many things from various 
and unforefeen quarters to damp and cool this facred fame. 
I do not fay thefe things to difcourage, but to warn you of 
what you may expect, and to excite diligence and attention. 

6. Brotherly Kindnels. Here, my brother, you will 
have need of the greateft carefulnefs of mind, as you will 
have many difficulties in your way;—as they who fhoudld 
help, will often hinder in the good work of God:—they who 
ought to {trive to blow up the divine flame of love in you and 
others, will rather fling water upon it by their perverfe and 

97, Patience in Trouble. As you will have much to 
try you 'from various quarters, and human nature is but 
human nature yet, therefore, take heed that “ patience 
have it’s perfect work, that you me be (in this refpeét) per- 
fect and intire, wanting nothing.”"— Particularly in the troubles 
of your family. ‘Thefe you muft expect to feel in conjune- 
tion with other Chriftians; for be your partner in life ever fo 
difcreet, fhe cannot bear all, but you muft have a fhare of 

trouble ; and thefe will often be increafed by your abfence 

- about your Lord’s bufinefS; but try to bear it; it is for my 
Lord, for whom I can neither do nor fuffer too much.-\ 
Troubles in trade; a minifter has greater difficulties in this 
_refpect than other perfons, as he cannot pufh into bufinefs like 
other men, without feeming more worldly than is confiftent 
with his office.—The world will often defpife a minifter and 
refufe to employ him, and tauntingly fay, “No, I will have — 
nothing to do with him.” — They will frequently take advati- 
tages of a minifter by neglect, or fraud; thinking his profef- 
lion will prevent him feeking redrefs by the civil law as 
another 
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another perfon would.—This is hard indeed, that the kindnefs 

- and meeknefs of a minifter fhould be abufed to his difadvan- 
tage; yet it fometimes will be the cafe; but it will be your — 

honour to bear it with that patience and piety that Chriftianity 
teaches.—But what is yet harder,—when your people, your 
brethren (if it fhould be fo, it may, it has been, and may | 


 again,) begin to flight you—detra& from you by leflening 


whifpers—Defame and abufe you on the moft trifling occa- 
- fons, and by the moft mifchievous infinuations; and fome 
- difpofitions are prone to this if they can find the Jeaft real or 
 jmaginary flaw :—It is dreadful to obferve the mercilefs con- 
- duét of fome towards minifters—But patience will be your 
Further, when the people begin to contend and angrily 
difpute among themfelves, almoft to biting and devouring one 
another ; and neither your advice, prayers, nor tears, can ftop 
them, then, Sir, for patience; patience here will fhew the 
man, the Chriftian, and worthy paftortoo,. => 


Jy. There is NEED for this care in your walk and con- 
verfation.—1. The eyes of the unbelieving world will be 
wpon you; and your outward conduct will have a great 
influence on them.—2. The eyes of Chriftians of different 
denominations, but efpecially your own people, will be upon 
»; and much of your ufefulnefs will depend ona good 
converfation.—2- And what is moft of all, the eyes of your 
Redeemer and your God will be upon you; and there can be 
no “ well done, good and faithful fervant,” in the next world, 
without a good converfation arifing from a genuine faith in 
Chrift in this.—4. You, Sir, will often have diforderly mem- 
bers to admonifh and even reprove. ‘Then your own good 
conduct will give weight to all you fay, when they sleeve 
r advice fanctioned by a corrcfponding conduét; and your 
reproofs coming from a man that is proof againft fuch evils 
himfelf.—But without this, they will think if they do not /ay, 
«,.Phyfician, heal thyfelf,” and then alas! your good advice | 


will be allin vain—5. You will fometimes have occafion 


to interfere between contending brethren, this will require 
your greateft care and fkill, and after all perhaps, you will he | 
blamed, and heavily too, by both fides; and even fome preju- | 
dice raifed againft you, after you have done the very beft you 
can; this will feem hard, butit is the lot of paftors ; therefore 
ftand prepared to bear it. But accept a word of advice here ; 

where you mutt t-ke a part, guard againft the influence of the 
firft this | heard our immortal Grimley fay, not long 


-. before his death, “ is a hard leffon to learn, and he had not 
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jearnt it well even then.”—Be fure you hear all, on both 
fides, before you give an opinion on either, or form a judgment 
jn your own mind; fora wrong judgment once formeadis not 
eafily removed.—But above all, never become one of a party, 
or be partial to one fide; this can do no real good, but muit 
do much harm.—6. Always try to have a competent number 
of wife, judicious, and experienced officers in your church; 
and leave the fettling difputes, and particularly of a temporal 
nature to them; they will often be as well, or better able to 
manage thefe than you; and you will be much better out of 
them. And never meddle much with your church’s purfe. 
Your officers will generally be the fitteft to manage thefe 
affairs, and you will have fcope enough for your abilities, be 
they ever fo large, in ftudying and preaching the word of 
truth ;—in vifiting the poor,—the tempted,—and the afflicted, 
and all in cafes purely {piritual, without concerning yourfelf 
with temporal matters. —7. But when temporal difficul- 
ties produce difpofitions and a conduct oppolite to the plain 
directions of Chriftianity, (and this will fometimes be the cafe) 
you may take up the evil then, without attending to the origi- 
nal ground of difpute, unlefs it be to fhew how bad it is, to 
fuffer thefe little things to be the occafion of practices fubver- | 
five of the firft principles of pure religion: and here you will | 
go on fafe ground, as I think it will be allowed wrong on all 
hands, to fuffer any thing of a temporal nature to injure us in 
the great concerns of our fouls and eternity.x—But who is 
fufficient for thefe things? What men of wifdom, piety, 
_ patience, prudence, and zeal ought minifters of the gofpel, and 
particularly paftors to be !—‘lhus much for thy Care over 
thyfelf. 


(To be continued.) 


ON INFIDEL WRITERS, AND INFIDELITY.. 


LETTER V. 


To the Editor of the General Baptif Magazine. 
SIR, | 


Ir is incumbent on the enemics of Chriftianity either to 
up their caufe, or to account for this extraordinary 
phenos 


} 
i 
2 


Me CORRESPONDENCE. 


phenomenon viz. The eftablifhment of Chriftianity by twelve 
fuch men as the firft preachers were, at Juch a time when, and 
gn fuch places and circumftances in which, they commenced and 
effeciuated their purpofe. The rapid {pread of the Chriftian 
religion, and the revolution it occafioned in every part of the 
Roman empire; in the civilized and polifhed, as well as in the 
uncultivated parts of it, are undeniable facts. Voltaire admits 
them. Gibbon, whofe diligence of refearch into, and extent, of 
acquaintance with, the hiftorical events of thofe times, was 
neceffitated to admit themalfo. Indeed, they cannot be denied 
-without giving up all, faith in hiftory.., But they are effeds 
efor which, doubtlefs, fome adequate caufe is to be found. 
-’They cannot be accounted for on any natural ground; no 
natural caufe being adequate. ‘The laft mentioned writer, | 
swithout denying the facts, has attempted to account for them, 
but, in my apprehenfion, very unfatisfactorily. He is guilty 
of fuch an egregious mifnomer in, this herculean attempt, as 
does little credit to his impartiality, or metaphyfical accuracy. 
-"Thofe caufes which he mentigns, and, to. which he attributes 
the rapid fpread and general prevalence of Chriftianity, bear 
mo. proportion to fuch a ftupendous effect; they are evidently 
themfelves effects. “They were eri according to his ac- 
.count,y—the zeal of the advocates of Chriftianity—the ftriQ- 
—mnefs of their difcipline—and the doctrine of future rewards. 
But whence proceeded that zeal, that ftrictnefs of difcipline, 
and doétrine .of future. rewards? Do they not fuppofe fome 
. previous caufe on which they were bottomed, and from which 
they proceeded? Is not this, as Dr. Priefiley very juftly eb- 
 ferves, like faying-with the Indian, that,the world is fupported 
_ by an elephant, and the elephant by a tortoife, without telling - 
us what fupports the latter? Do thefe account for the fact of 
fuch prodigious numbers, in the {pace of a few years, and in 
defiance of their prejudices, embracing the Chriftian religion, 
with no poffible view of earthly emolument and greatnefs, and 
joining themfelves to fo defpifed and perfecuted a fe@? I think 
every impartial reader will admit they do not. Qn the whole, 
the attempt of this elegant writer to account for the above fact 
is a lame and fhuffling piece of bufinefs; and ferves only to 
‘fhew the inveteracy of his poet how difficult it is to 
relinquifh a favourite hypothelis,—and into what inconfift- 
encies an ineffectual attempt. to, defend, what is, in itfelf in- 
defeniible, will betray even a man of found fenfe, and cultivated 
underftanding. 
- + sJNow the way in which the apoftles account for this fact is 
_eafy andconiiftent ; andthe caufe they aflign fully adequate. 
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This was a divine power that accompanied them; the exhibi- 
tion of miraculous evidence; the declaration of faéts and 
doétrines authenticated by fupernatural effects. See Rom. xv. 


18. Ig—1 Cor. ii. 4. 5.—Heb. ii. 4. and other places. 


This fully and rationally accounts for their zeal, ftrictnefs of 
difcipline, &c. on the one hand, and the ready relinquifhment 
of thofe fuperftitious notions and pra@tices in which the 
world had been nurfed and trained, by their numerous con- 
-verts, on the other ; andon this ground only can the rapid 
{pread of chriftianity be accounted for. The performance of 
miracles by Chrift and his apoftles, was never denied by the 
Jews in whofe prefence they were performed ; (and they muift 
be allowed to be the beft judges,) neither could they be, their 
performance being fo notorious. ‘Their prejudices led them 
toanother method of furmounting the difficulty, than denying 
their reality; viz. imputing them to demonaical agency. 
Neither did thofe three powerful antagonifts of the chriftians, 
Celfus, Porphery, and Fulian, who appeared fucceffively in the 
fecond, third, and fourth centuries, attempt to deny it. Why, 
therefore, modern unbelievers fhould fo mightily object to. 


miracles, in fo important a caufe, fo worthy of God, and 


beneficial to mankind, can be accounted for only, on the 
ground of a determined and blind attachment to fyfteme 

But this fqueamifhnefs fully betrays their own inconliitency, 
_ To believe, as they do, that fuch prodigious numbers embraced 
the doctrines of chriftianity, among civilized as well as un- 
civilized nations; by learned as well as unlearned men; 
without any profpect of worldly advantage; and by a derelic- 
tion of every thing before held facred and venerable by them, 
without fupernatural proof; is to admit a miracle greater than 


any they reject; and fhews them to be the moift credulous of 
mankind. 


I cannot difmifs this fubje& without noticing another cir-— 


cumftance, well deferving of regard, and that is the revival of 
chriftianity, after the almoft univerfal corruption that had 
over{pread the chriftian world. 


We may attribute the low ftate to which chriftianity was. 


reduced, previous to the reformation, partly to znternal, and 
partly to external caufes. In the firft may be included,—the 
diflentions that took place among chriftians ;—the introduétion 
of many opinions extraneous to chriftianity, by fome who had 
_ ftudied in the fchools of the different fects of philofophers; for 
_ whofe opinions they retained a ftrong predileétion, and abfurd- 
ly attempted to incorporate them with it;—violent contefts 


about orthodoxy of opinion, and negiect of the practical ten= 
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dency and defign of the gofpel ;—the baneful practice of 
-ccommodating chriltianity to the prejudices and taftes of the | 
nations which they attempted to convert;*—the unnatural 
alliance of religion and the ftate, which followed the external 
converfion of the emperor Conftantine;—the inventing a 
gradation of rank among chriftian teachers, and annexing 
great emoluments and {plendid ecclefiaftical titles to fome of 
theim;—the contentions for prelatical pre-eminence, and the 
frequent bloody perfecutions which attended thofe contefts, 
as either party obtained the afcendancy, or as they were 
favoured by the reigning emperor ;+—and laftly, the prieftly 
domination which the bifhop of Rome aflumed and exercifed 
in fo unlimited and defpotic a manner over the greateft part of 
the chriftian world. From thefe caufes proceeded the denia] 
of the rights of confcience; the infufficiency of divine revela- 
tion ; the infallibility of popes and councils; the incompetency 
of the laity to judge of the meaning of fcripture, and the 


* Early in the fourth century, when the Roman emperors — 
became chriftians, or profeffed to be fuch, and the church en- 
joyed the {miles of the court; and peace and riches, and 
honours followed ; then it’s original fimplicity and liberty foon — 
vanifhed, and gave place to pride, ambition, unprofitable cere- 
monies, and vain pomp—ina word, toconformity to the world 
and pagan fuperftition. To facilitate the converfion of the 
heathen nations, and to make the new yoke, impofed by the — 
emperors, fit as eafy as impofition would allow, chriftianity 
was aflimilated, as much as poilible to their Pagan prejudices ; 
and we have feen what a chriftianity they fabricated; and the 
bloody page of hiftory informs us what fort of chriftians the 
nations have been. Bicheno. 
+ When Appolinaris affumed the patriarchal throne of 
Alexandria, two hundred thoufand chriitians are faid to have 
fallen by the fword. Indeed, the contefts for rich archbifhop- 
rics and patriarchates were frequently attended with the 
{laughter of thoufands; and the holy hands of chriftian bifhops 
could lay afide the crofier to grafp the {word, without contract- 
ing any defilement. This, courteous reader, was not ambition, 
it was z¢al, in the vocabulary of thofe men and their fanatic 
partifans. The end, in their eftimation, fan@tified the means. 
heir oftenfible objeéts were the fupport of orthodoxy and the 
_profperity of the church; no matter then by what means they 
were obtained. Thofe who o pofed, their godly defigns, were 
abominable {chifmatics ; and deftruéion by the fword in this 
world, and damnation in the next, was a fuitable reward for 


men of fuch heretical pravity, How happy that we live in 
enhghtened times! | 
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which is the offspring of blind zeal and bigotry ; that inqui- 
fitorial tribunal which fo long difgraced Europe, and which, 
though crippled, is not yet entirely deftroyed ; and abundance 
of religious mummeries, impofed as religious and decent ~ 
practice, that debafed chriftianity in the eyes of mankind, made 
it a ftate engine, and reduced it to that low ftate in which it 
was found anterior to the reformation. The reader of fenfibility 
and difcernment will obferve and regret, the fcandalous 
outrages that have been committed on the inalienable rights 
of men; on perfonal fecurity, domeftic peace, and public tran+ 
quility, by departing from thofe obvious principles, written as — 
witha funbeam, the /ufficiency of divine revelation; the right 
of private judgment ; and liberty of confctence: and 
he will be ftudious to render due homage to them in the perfons - 
of all thofe he may meet with exercifing them, however 
widely they may depart from thofe religious opinions he holds 
moft:true. | 
The external caufes were—the repeated invafions of the 
Roman empire by the northern barbarians ; the Goths, the 
Vandals, the Huns, the Alans, the Suevi, the Heruli, &c. &c; 
~—-who poured down in fwarms from Scandinavia and the 
north-weftern parts of Afia, and inundated the fertile countries 
of the fouth of Europe with ignorance and barbarifm:—and 
afterwards, by the bloody wars of the violent and ferocious 
followers of Mahomet. ‘Thefe produced the moft difaftrous 
effeéts on the arts, on literature, on public manners, and on 
religion; fo that the light of literature became extinct ; religi- 
on was fcarcely to be met with in it’s original fimplicity and 
purity; and Europe in general exhibited the moft gloomy 
afpect. In this ftate did the chriftian world continue for 
feveral centuries ; during which period that haughty domi- 
neering hydra, the antichriftian church of Rome, with the 
pope at her head, found means to eftablifh her throne; to 
which the moft powerful princes in Europe bowed with pro- — 
found fubmiffion. After this long night of more than Cim- 
merian darknefs, the dawn of a glorious day has fucceeded, 
literature has revived*, fcience has arifen from oblivion, and 
2R2 is 


danger of entrufting it in their hands; that intolerant {pirit 


ive 


* Let a reafonable tribute of acknowledgment be here paid 

. to monaftic inftitutions, ‘Though originating in miftaken views, © 

and founded on falfe principles, and in various re{peéts pro- 

ductive of many pernicious effets on fociety; the ier of 
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is receiving daily improvement; and the bible is tranfated 
into the vernacular languages of the different European 
nations. The genuine fpirit of chriftianity has again revifited 
the earth, and appears with her powerful charms in individuals 
and churches. ‘The antichriftian power of Rome is hurled 
from it’s feat; other ecclefiaftical eftablifhments, participating _ 
it’s {pirit have fhared it’s fate, and the reft begin to totter on | 


“their foundations: and, if we-do not at prefent fee a complete 


reftoration-of religion to the fimplicity and purity of apoftolic 
times, we may fairly admit, that there is a progrellive advance 
towards it. ‘This is 1n event unparalleled in the records of 
time. No falfe religion has ever experienced fuch a declen- 
fion and fubfequent revival. And, it is worthy of confider- 
ation, that chriftianity has not revived in proportion as 
literature and fcience have become retrograde, but they have 
revived in clofe fucceflion: and, as the one has approached 
toward maturity, the other has approximated toward perfec- 
tion. How is this to be accounted for? Is there no interpofition 
of Providence, no divine hand to be feen in this? What-can. 
an unbeliever fay to it? Will he fay, that, in proportion as 
the world becomes enlightened by {cience, it is rendered the 
dupe of fuperftitious credulity and religious impofture ? ‘Will 
he fay, that no men eminent for fcientific purfuits and difcove- 


ries have ever been believers in divine revelation? This— 


would be to contradict the moft glaring facts. What proba- 
bility then is there, when, under the evident protection and 
authority of heaven, it has furvived Mahometan violence, 
literature, and the prefent enlightened ftate of Europe owe 
muchto them. It was in the retired cloifter of the Monk, 
that ancient learning found a peaceful and fafe afylum, and 
was there cultivated when generally negle&ted by the world. 
There the Roman and Greek claffics found a fafe retreat ; and 
to them we are indebted for the Roman laws, the Theodofian 
and Juftinian codes, which have fince been made the bafis of that 
jurifprudence which has been adopted by the nations of modern | 
Europe, When the Alexandrian and Athenian {chools were 


_-deftroyed, the learned conveyed their books.and_ purfued their 
 ftudies inthefe placesof retirement. And the barbarien hords, 


who felt no remorfe in laying their rude hands on the mag- 
nificent palace, and it’s rich poffeffor, paffed with refpeétful 
awe, and left unmolefted, the venerable monaftry and it’s fa- 


ered inhabitants. It was from thefe receptacles, at the dawn 


of literature, that the ancient claflics were brought forth, to fa- 


‘eilitate and diffufe ufeful learning and refined tafte over long- 


benighted Europe. 
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Gothic and Vandalic barbarity, Chriftian animofity, Anti- 
ehriftian fuperftition, and Gentile perfecution, that Voltatre’s, 


or any other infidel’s fingle arm fhould deftroy it? Could any 
fabric of human conftru€tion have furvived all this? But 
chriftianity at this day ftands unfhaken. Voltaire, after the 


_moft indecent and difingenuous oppofitionto it, carried on with 


fingular bitternefs, malignity and fpite, -has laid afide his 
weapons, and is gone to his long home, to await the decifion 
of the great Judge. But chriftianity furvives. Others, like 
himfelf, may continue to attack it with their weapons of 


— ftraw, but their blows will recoil, only.on themfelves. It is 


formed of invulnerable materials, and bids defiance alike to 
time and ftorms. It is “founded ona rock, and the gates of 
bell fhall not prevail againft it.” “The enlightened believer, 
after the experience of nearly eighteen hundred years, of 
what the enemies of his faith have done, will neither feel his 


faith weakened, nor his heart difheartened from any apprehen- 


fion of what they may in future do, though a hoft of them 
fhould arife. Such an expectation, as that of deftroying 
chriftianity can exift only in the bewildered imagination of 
the moft fanguine infidel. We have feen then, that twelve 


men eftablifhed chriftianity in the werld;—that it has had to — 
contend with the moft powerful and virulent adverfaries ; aid 


yet, notwithftanding the attempts of a Cel/us, a Porphery, anda 


Julian in ancient; and a Foltaire,a Gibbon, and a Paine in 


modern times to deftroy it, it {till exifts as firm as ever. 
To conclude, until thefe gentlemen change their mode of 
attack, and give us argument inftead of invective; produce 


folid objections in the place of puerile cavils; urge them with 


more feriou{nefs, and manifeftmore of the fpirit of impartiality 
than they have yet done, chriftianity will not be deftroyed, nor 
it’s advocates filenced and confounded. For, whatever effec 
the method they have hitherto purfued, may have had on the 
minds of the fuperficial and unthinking, it will have but very 
little dn the ferious and reflecting. Neither do I at prefent 


fee any probability of it’s ever producing a dereliction of | 


chriftianity. 
June 4th, 1799. Yours, &c. 
SOPHRON. 
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LETTER OF MR. RUTHERFOORD TO LADY EARLS« 
MISTRESS, 


| GRACE, mercy, and peace be to you ; I long to hear how 
your foul profpereth. 1 exhort you to go on in your journey : 
your day is fhort, and your afternoon fun will foon go down: 


_ make an end of your accounts with your Lord; for death 
- and judgment are tides that bide no man: falvation is fup- 


pofed to be at the door, and Chriftianity is thought an eafy 
tafk; but I find it hard, and the way ftrait and narrow, 


‘Were it not that my guide is content to wait on me, and to 


care for a tired traveller. Hurt not your confcience with 
any known fin. Let your children be as fo many flowers, 
borrowed from God : if the flowers die or wither, thank God 
for a {ummer’s loan of them, and keep good neighbourhood, to 
borrow and lend with him. Set your heart upon heaven, and 


_ trouble not your fpirit with this clay-idol of the world, which 


is but vanity, and hath but the luftre of the rainbow in the 


air, which cometh and goeth with a flying March-flower : 
clay is the idol of baftards, not the inheritance of the child- 
ren, My Lord hath been pleafed to make many unknown 


faces laugh upon. me, and hath made me well content of a 
borrowed fire-fide, and a borrowed bed : 1 am feafted with 
the joys of the Holy Ghoft, and my royal King beareth my 


charges honourably. I love the {mell of Chrift’s {weet breath 


better than the world’s gold. I would I had help to praife 
him. The great Meflenger of the Covenant, the Son of 
God, eftablifh you on your rock, and keep you to the day 


of his coming. 


Aberdeen, March 7, Your’s, 


Inthefweet Lord Jefus, 


To the Editor of the General Baptip Magazine. 


YOUR ingenious correfpondent, Philomath, has in my 
opinion, prefented your readers with a List of Books, on 
the whole valuable, and worthy the perufal of a general rea-_ 


der. He modeftly requefts, however, that any of your cor- 


refpondents would“ correct, or add to the fame, as their know- 
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It is no part of my intention, Sir, to make any corrections, 
though the books he has mentioned certainly differ in value. 
But, with all due deference to your judgment, the judgment 
of Philomath, and that of your readers in general, 1 fhall 
take the freedom to hazard an opinion, that an addition ma 
be made to them, to the advantage of moft readers, and ef- 


pecially of moft of thofe who may be reafonably fuppofed 


to read your valuable Mifcellany. For, after the moft lau- 
dable attempts to excite a defire of general knowledge, and 
a fpirit for general reading, two facts {trike me as indifputa- 
ble. The firft is, that men in general, neither can poffibly 
read a large number of books on various Meney aa 
ought they to’attempt it; becaufe it would neceflarily 
divert them from duties, which are much more important to 
themfelves, to their dependants, and to fociety at large. ‘The 
fecond is, that practical Chriftianity has the moft immediate 
and moft powerful influence on our prefent and future felicity. 
The knowledge of it is, therefore, infinitely the beft know- 
ledge, and the books which beft affift us in the acquifition of 
that knowledge, are infinitely the moft valuable and im- 
Impreffed, as I apprehend, with the certainty of the two 
inconteftible facts juit ftated, that great man of God, Dr. 
Doddridge, not only made it his bufinefs, in his younger 
years, and amid{t his molt ardent fcientific purfuits, to read 
fomething daily on practical divinity, but he urged it with 


the greateft earneftnefs on the young gentlemen under his_ 


care, never to omit this, in their warmeit purfuit of {cience 
and languages. Speaking of Mr. Steffe, an amiable and ex- 
cellent minifter who died in his youth, he fays, “I believe 
that day feldom pafled in which fome of thefe writers (on 
~ practical divinity) were not in his hands, in whom he fought 

at once the improvement of the Chri/tian and of the Minifter 5 


and J think it muft argue a great defect of underftanding, as 


_well as of real piety, if any theological ftudents are negli- 
gent of this.”’ On the principles here ftated, Dr. Doddridge 
** contrived, that his ftudents fhould have-as much to read 
_ between each lecture, as might keep them well employed ; 
allowing due time for neceflary relaxations, and the reading 
Of praéical writers. He recommended it to them, and 
-Attrongly infifted upon it, that they fhould converfe with fome 
Of thefe daily, efpecially on the eds day, in order to fub- 
ferve ‘at once the improvement of the Chriitian and the Mi- 
niiter; and he frequently reminded them, that it argued a 
| great 
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“great defect of underftanding as well as of real piety, if they 


were negligent herein * 


If I could fuppofe that my opinion would have any influs 
ence on the minds of your readers, I fhould not feruple to 


fay that, on this head, I am ready to fubfcribe Dr. Dod- 


dridge’s fentiments both with hand and heart. I therefore 
recommend it to all your readers, that, how much fo ever 
they wifh to be general readers, they would not neglect the 
Bible, nor thofe practical difcourfes of various excellent wri- 
ters, by whom the moft interefting parts of the fcriptures 
are, in the beft manner, illuftrated. The following books, 
among many others, may, on the whole, be recommended as 
worthy of a diligent and repeated perufal. 


x. Onthe Doctrines and Duties of the Chriftian Religion. 


Watts’s Sermons for Families 2: vols. 8vo. or 12mo., 
Watts’s World to Come @ do. ort vol. 
Watts’s Evangelical Difcouifes I vol. Svo. 
Evans’s Chriftian Temper 
Harris on the Meffiah - ‘2 a... 
Watts on Prayer vel. tame. 
Watts’s Humble Attempt - —_iI vol. 12mo. 
———~ Scripture Hiftory de 
How’s Living Temple | 2 vols. 8vo. 
How on delighting inGod 


How’s Bleffedne(s of the Righteous 1 do, 
Venn’s Complete Duty. of Man I .do. 


Barker’s Sermons 2 do. 
Stennett’s Perfonal Religion - do. 
Stennett on domeftic Duties’ - 3s do. 
Watts’s and Charity 

United | do. 
Henry on Prayer : do. or 12mo0. 
Fjavel’s Saint Indeed - do. | 
Baxter's Saint’s Everlafting Reft; ‘ 

abridged by Fawcet do. 


Baxter’s Call to the Unconverted 
Alleine’s Alarmtothe Unconverted 1 do © 
Doddridge’s ten fermons on the Power 3 

and Grace of Chrift I vol. or 12mo. 


See Dr. Doddridge’ Life of Mr. Steffe, Pp. 19. ida Mr. 
Orton’s Life of Dr, Pp. 16, 9. 8vo, edition. 


Doddridge 
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Doddridge on Regeneration - 1 vol.8vo. or 1gmo: 
Doddridge’s Rifeand ProgrefSof Re- 


ligion intheSoul = r do do. 
Wilberforce’s Practical View of 
Chriftianity de: 
Berry Street Sermons + an 2 do: 


‘Thofe who have money atid time for extenfive teading, will 
find their account in® purchafing and perufing, 


-Henry’s Comment on the Bible § or 6 vols. folio; 
Dr. Watts’s Works 6 vols. | 
Dr. Guyfe onthe New Teftament 3 vols. 4to. or 6 vols, 8vo, 
Baxter’s Praétical Works 4 vols. folio. 
How’s Works - 2 
Patrick’s; Lowth’s and Whitby’s 
- - 0. 


ments 


2. Sacred Biography. : 
Robinfon’s Scripture Characters 4 vols, 12mo. or 8vo. 
Dr. Hunter’s Sacred Biography . 5 vols. 8vo. 
Clarke’s.Lives - 1 vol, folio. 

Clarke’s Martyrology - 1 do, 
Fox’s Acts and Monuments, and : a 


Martyrology - - do. 
Gillies’s Hiftorical Collections vols. 
Palmer’s Nonconformift’s Memorial 2. do. 
Burham’s Pious Memorials do. 
Middleton’s Biographia Ecclefiaftica 4 do. 
| Life of Dr. Doddridge = = — 14 vol. 8vo. or r2mo. 
4. Elegant Entertainment mixed with Devotion and practical | 
| Religion. 
Mrs. Rowe’s Mifcellaneous Works 2 vols. 8vo. | 
“‘Hervey’s Theron and Afpatio 3 vols. 12mo. or 
Hervey’s Meditations 2 do | da 
Dr. Watts’s Mifcellaneous Thoughts 1 vol. 12mo. 
Dr. Watts’s Lyric Poems 
Dr. Young’s Night Thoughts _ 1 do. 


“Some of Mifs Hannah More’s pieces. 


That your readers may be made wife to falvation, and 
that the General Baptift Magazine may, by the bleffing of 
' God, be made eminently and extenfively ufeful to immortal 
“ > IT. fouls, 
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fouls, is the prayer of your conftant reader, and sholient | 


EPSILON, 
P.S, Itis not a (uppofable cafe that all the authors cil 


humble fervant, 


recommended, will agree in. fentiment on every fubject, with 


your readers ; as they do not always exactly agree with each 


other. .But on the moft important fubjects, race their 
to gonfiderable advantage. 


PHILOSOPHICAL EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DE- 
35 EDIT. 7 VOLS. 12Mo. 


Vol. I. p.20. On Insects. 


rom page 17 3- ) 


Cana. My Lady’s ‘company, find, is all 


let us feat ourfelves in this arbour, ess refume the lubject of 


our yefterday’s converfation.— 
Prior. The Chevalier, my Lord, has been reading to me 


an abitract of our yefterday’s cosilelince. with which I don’t 
doubt but you will be extremely duighted. He therein 


proves, beyond all contradiction, that were Tieipedlion capable 


of forming an organized body, it would be poffefsed both of 


wifdom and power. He therein likewife affigns very folid 
and fub{tantial reafons for the parents choice of particular 


places for the difpofition of their eggs; but he has been more 
curious than ordinary in his detail of the various transform- } 


ations which infects mo{t commonly undergo. 
Count. | think we mutt conftituté the Chevalier our fe- 


cretary in ordinary. 1 am very fenfible that I thall find my 
account in that deputation. For when bufinefs prevents my 
attendance, I fhall know by his memoirs, the fall, purport. 
of all your future converfations. 


Prior. As you have acquired, my dear Chevalier, a habit of 


thinking well, and of clothing the thoughts of others in the 
‘moft proper drefs, you are matter of a very important point, 


and for that reafon you are made from this ume forward the 
Fontenelle of our academy. 


Count. here did we of yefterday 2 
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Chev. Your Lordfhip was talking of fuch infects as change 
their form to that of a Nymph; from thence you proceeded, by 
a furprifing fort of refurrectiotl, to transform them into other 

living creatures. Now, my Lord, [ would fain know, whe- — 
ther they actually die before this their metamorpholis ? 
 Priar. * Some naturalifts, Sir, maintain that they do not. 
For worms, caterpillars, and other infects, are, according to 
them, no more than a kind of grave, wherein the fly, the 
papilio, or fome other winged animal that-is to rife from it, 
lies for a fhort time entombed. They tell us, moreover, 
that a caterpillar, if thrown into warm water, cafts off it’s — 
various fkins with eafe, and then the members of the butterfly 
‘inclofed, may be diftinctly difcovered. However, | very much 
queftion the truth of this obfervation, and am apt to believe © 
his Lordfhip is of the contrary opinion. 
Count. We may venture fafely, | think, to affert, that an 
— infe&t actually dies at the time of it's transformation. It isa 
, real living creature, furnifhed with every member fuitable to 
it’s nature; and bears no manner of refemblance to the 
winged animal that is fubfifted in it’s room. -As it divefts 
itfelf of it’s moft eflential parts, it muft inevitably die. Take 
away the head and body of any other animal whatever and you 
abfolutely deftroy it. The deprivation of the parts implics — 
the ruin of the whole. The lion, the horfe, and all other 
,  beafts and fowl, when fo feverely treated, diedirectly. As for 
the worm, indeed, the caterpillar, and divers other little def- 
picable creatures, their death is the commencement of a new 
being ; their final period, the introduction to a new order of 
things. The worm, when dead, produces a fly; the cater- 
pillar a papilio; and flying infects arife from fuch as creep. 
It is granted, indeed, that there is a living embryo in the pre- 
‘ eeding animal ; the prevailing humour whereof contributes 
by degrees to the completion of it’s form. It is farther al- 
lowed, that the laft animal may poffibly be difcerned under the 
_  fkin of the preceding infz& wherein it lies inclofed. The 
firft, however, is a real animal, which actually dies to give 
place to the fecond. | 
Prior. It is obfervable, that this fecond animal js no 
ftranger to it’s predeceffor ; that the latter looks upon the for- 
mer as part of itfelf, or rather, it’s fecand felf, in which it is 
hereafter to enjoy it’s new ftate of exiftence. The affiduous 
care and. induftry which are fo con{picuous in it’s ereQing a 
monument for the ruins of the old infect, is a plain indica. 


* Hiftory of Infeés by Swamm, 7 
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cation, that it has a diftant profpect of fomething better and 


more exalted. It is not ftartled in the leaft at it’s approach- . 


ing diflolution, as being a paflage only to a more agreeable 
ftate; and fo far is it from entertaining any dreadful appre-- 
henfions from the fight of it’s winding fheet, that it feems 


overjoyed, and is affiduous in the preparation of it; nay, ex~ 


haufts it’s whole ftrength and fubftance to bring it to per- 
fection, 
Count. Nothing, in my opinion, can illuftrate this point 
more fully than the thread, and the various operations of the. 
caterpillars and filk-worms. — We fhall begin with the for- 
Chev. Ihave wifhed many times that fomebody would give _ 
me an adequate idea of the matter which they fpin, and the . 
form of their diftafts. 
Count. Hark !—There is fomebody, furely, liftening to 
Chev. It is nobody, my Lord, but the Countefs behind 
the arbour. Letus invite her in, and make her one of our 
Counte/s. As my company, Gentlemen, were all withdrawn, 
my curiofity led me to fteal hither privately behind you. IL 
overheard the opening of your conference, and, in fhort, the 
whole from beginning to the end ; and, fince thread and diftafts 
are the topics of your converfation, I imagine I have fome 
right and title to a fhare of it, and fhall make bold to takemy — 
feat accordingly. Asto fpinning, itis my peculiar province, 


and TI fhall be able, I fancy, to find your fecretary employ- 


ment for fometime. 

‘Chev. 1 fhall tranfcribe with pleafure whatever your La- 
dyfhip fhall think fit to dictate ; and I doubt not but it will 
be agreeable to the company in general, as well as inftructive - 
to me in particular. 

Countefs. 1 thank you, Sir, for your favourable opinion 
of my abilities.— But, compliments apart, let us refume the © 
fubject from which we have digrefled. aie Sh 
_ Count. Well then! we were difcourfing about caterpil-— 
lars, the various {pecies whereof (already well kriown to the 


curious) amount at leaft to three hundred * : naturalifts, how- 


ever, are daily making new difcoveries. Although one fpe- 
cies differs from another in form, colour, inclination and 


* See Godart’s Gen. Hilt. of Infees, and Aubrit’s Col- 
leftion, 
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dict! yet every thing is uniform in one and the fame fpe- 

cies. I»thall take notice, in the firft place, of what they have 
incommon. All of them are compofed, like filk-worms, of vari- 
ous ringlets ; and by the dilatation and contraction of the parts 


between them, transfer themfelves from one place to another 


as occafion requires. They have a certain number of feet both 
before and behind, which have feveral little joints that bend 


and play at pleafure, and nature has furnifhed them with 


claws, that they may faften themfelves more firmly to the 


park of trees, efpecially whilft they are afleep. The gerne- 
_ gality of them have a thread, the fubftance whereof is a li- 


quid gum which they extract from the leaves on which they - 
fubfift. If they find themfelves in danger of falling a prey 
citation 
of the branches, they firft fhed a fmall drop of that gluti- 
nous matter upon the tree; then, throwing themfelves head- 


long, {pin it as they defcend, through feveral little orifices of 


their body, from whence are formed as many different threads, 


which they colleé&t with their claws, and twift together fo 
artfully, that, having firft moiftened them with a natural: 
glew, they form one fingle thread of fufficient ftrength to 
{upport their weight 

 Countefs. Methinks I fee one of our rope-makers, who, 
when he has once faftened his work to the wheel, retreats 
backwards by flow degrees, and-continues throwing out di+ 


vers little parcels of hemp, which, mingled together, he twifts 


with his fingers, and forms out of the whole but one fingle 


ee, 


__ Prior. Your Ladythip’s comparifon is pretty juft. ‘There 
is fome fmall difference, however, in the operation, which is 
_ thus. The circular motion, which is communicated without 


ceafing to the rope, by the wheel, is that which colle&s fe- 
vetal threads into one under the workman’s fingers ; where- 


as, in the operation before us, it is a glutinous fubftance that 
unites the various threads, by the artful direction of the ca- | 


Count, What feems moft 'furprifing to me in this operation | 


is, that a fluid, which, when the caterpillar is crufhed to 


pieces, runs as freely as any other liquid, fhould be dry, te- 


_ Nacious, and, in a word, ferve as a ftrong chain to fupport her 


when fhe launches herfelf out of impending danger; and 
fhould afterwards be of fervice ‘as a ladder, to recover oe 4 


former ftation, 


Leeuwenhoeck’s Arcan. Nat.’ Tom. 9. 
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This is not the only indulgence nature has fhewn her, as 
a compenfation for her weaknefs: fhe is for the moft part 
plentifully provided with hair, which preferves her from the__ 
violence of any approaching waters, wherein fhe would other _ 
wife be inevitibly drowned, burft, or congealed. The fame 
hair mang her timely warning to precipitate herfelf at a pro- 


ftance, before fhe is crufhed to death by the branches | 


tempeftuous weather; and when her thread, by being dif- 
sania or broken, happens to fail her, the hair with which. 
fhe is covered over, breaks her fall, and pouvents her being 
bruifed. 

The colour of thefe caterpillars ( though the Chevalier per- 
haps may think I am in jeft) is one of the beft prefervatives 
that many of them enjoy from the infults of the birds, who | 
can find no provifion. more hn or proper for the fufte- 
nance of their young * 

Chev. I prefume your lordthip means ‘thofe little beautiful 
fpecks which fparkle on their backs. 

Count. No; thefe glittering f{pecks, on the contrary, very 
often difcover them, efpeciaily when the enemy is near. The 
generality of them, however, are tinged with one principal 
colour, in all refpects refembling either that of the leaves 
whereon they fubfift, or the branches on which they fatten 
themfelves, when they caft their fkins. ‘The caterpillar that 

fubfifts on the buckthorn, is, Jike the plant, all over green. 
_ ‘That which feeds on the elder aflumes the colour of the tree. 
There are multitudes of thefe animals to be found on dwarf- 
_ trees and apple-trees that are as brown as the wood of thofe 
pants. Thefe lait very carefully quit the leaves, and trail 
alonz the branches with the utmoft precaution. By thefe 
means they are confounded with what they fubfift on, are not 
fo eafily difcerned, and efcape the birds that are in n purfuit 
after them during their flate of inaction. 

_ Chev. To what purpofe then, my Lord, has nature be- 
{towed on birds a bill to feize their prey, if that prey has a 
hundred ways to make it’s efcape? 

Countefs. ‘The Priory, I prefume, will] find contradiction 
in this. 

Prior. A feeming contradiction, Madam, is very evident, 
aud reigns, indeed, throughout all nature ; but then, in fact, 
itis a refult of a fagacity which is equally apparent. ‘This 
‘imaginary contradiction ts that which keeps all nature in ex 
ercile and motion. <All animals are either in ate 


Theo}, Phyl l. iv. c. 14, 
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- tacking their enemies, or ftanding up in their own defence, in 
cafe of aninvafion ; and nature has beftowed on each of them 
convenient arms, both offenfive and defenfive, for that pur- 
pofe ; and by this perpetual employment, they all find their 
daily fubfiftence, and yet there is a fufficient quantity of ani- 
mals left to perpetuate the {pecies. ‘ “Though each clafs is fup- 
ported, and every table daily furnifhed; yet ftill there are 
provifions in ftore for many days. Is there nota kind of 
contradiétion in granting a licence to our fifhermen to follow 
their employment, and, at the fame time, laying them under 
a penal obligation, to make ufe of fuch nets as have large 

‘mafhes, through which, not only whole fhoals of {mall fith, 
. but fome of confiderable bulk, fhall be able to make their 
e{cape ? This reftriction, however, is very juft, and the 
government thereby, with great wifdom and circumfpection, 
provides at once, not only for our prefent fupply, but our 
future demands. All animals are furnifhed with nets by na- 
ture, who permits them to fifh, and live by their’ labours; 
but then fhe has wiicly appointed the dimenfions of their 
mafhes. ‘lhough there are thoufands of ffh caught every 
day, yet more are preferved than what are deftroyed, either by — 
means of making their efcape, or not meeting with any inva- 


ion. | 


? 


 Countefs. You and I, Chevalier, are but weak managers of 
a contradiction. Suppofe you ftart a hare, and fhe flies before 
your dog, is there any inconfiftency in her conduct ? 


~ 


Chev. No, furely ; nothing is more natural, or better ‘de- 
figned. Could we catch hares with only mooping to take 
them up, our hounds would have no manner of employ- 


ment. 


Count. Your obervation, with refpect to the hare and dog, 
is equally juft in regard to all other animals, and infects — 
themfelves. Nature, in beftowing on fome creatures a 
power to feize their prey, has not left the others without de-— 
fence. The moft minute animal has it’s prefervatives. The ~ 
caterpillars, you fee, notwithftanding their extreme imbecility, — 
are not altogether helpleis. “Ichey have their little artifices, 
and prudent precautions. You fhall oftner find them, for in- 
- ftance, under the leaves which they eat, than upon them, as 

they are by that means lefs vilible, and more fecure from the 
birds. They frequently practife the fame ftratagem as the 
moufe does with the cat; that is, they lie as if they were 
- dead, amufe their enemy, make him incurious and remifs, 
and then embrace. the firft favourable opportunity to make 
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their efeape. *I have feen fome of them ftretched at theiy 


full Jength, lie motionlefs, and afleep, whilft 


thoufand little winged vermin have fettled upon them as their 


prey. Thefe caterpillars have fuffered them to ride 


ever their backs, and then, by a fudden and unexpeéted writhe 
of their necks, have faftened on their enemies and made a de~ 


licious meal of them. 


Chev. How, my Lord! Are they fuch devourers of fleth ? 
- Count. 1 have produced, you fee, one inftance. It muft 
be granted, however, that this aflertion is true, with refpect 
only to fome particular fpecies. ‘Their principal food is the 
of fome plant; nay, each diftin& clafs of czterpillars is 
obliged to be contented with one particular plant ; and moft 


‘ofthem will die with hunger rather than tranfgref$ the bounds 


which nature has prefcribed them. There are, however, 
fome exceptions to this general rule; fome caterpillars that 
are regardlefs of this allotment, and can feed upon any 
| Chev. Is not this ftrict regulation, my Lord, attended, with 
apparent inconveniencies? Should a plant that is ordained 
for the fuftenance of one {pecies of caterpillars happen to ‘fail, 
that fpecies muft of courfe fail with it. Why fhould they 
lie under fuchfevere reftrictions?’ 
Count. You cenfure nature, my dear Chevalier, when you 
ought tothank her. Should our apple trees, which at prefent 
fuffer but by one clafs of thefe infects, be over-run by two or 
three hundred, what would become of our deferts ? 1e 
Chev. Iam now convinced that nature has wifely ordered © 
thefe infects not to plunder without controul. My complaint, — 


_ Town, was groundlefs ; fince we reap the benefit of fuch re- 
ftriction. I ought, indeed, rather to have afked, why fome 


{pecies frequently multiply to that degree, as to deftroy all be- 
fore them? Somie few years ago, that clafs of them which 
delight in the apple-tree did not {pare one fingle leaf. ‘Thofe 


~ trees, though loaded with fruit, ina very fhort time withered 

‘away and died. Of what fervice can thefe infects be in ge- 
eral? For my part, I think we might do very well without 


Prior. So far are they from being ufelefs, that were you to. 
deftroy them, you muft ftarve the birds. Thofe we eat, as 
well as thofe that charm us with their melodious ‘notes, have 
no other food whilft they are young. It is in this their in- 
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fancy that they addrefs their cries to the Almighty, and he 
multiplies their food in proportion to their wants. In fhort, 
it is for their fubfiftence that worms and caterpillars are then 
{9 numerous. 

Cunt. The infant birds, in effect, do not iflue from their 
eggs till the fields are covered with thefe infects: however, 
as foon as the former are grown ftrong, have occafion for other 
provifion, or at leaft can live content without their firft food, _ 
the latter difappear. Before the month of April there are nei- — 
ther caterpillars nor young birds, and in July or Auguft nei- 
ther the one nor the other. The ground is then {trewed with 
grain; and a variety of other provifions. i 

Prior. Till that time nature-hath allotted caterpillars for 
the bird’s fubfiftence ; and it is highly reafonable that the 
— former likewife fhould be fupplied with proper food; for 
which reafon the plants are affigned for theirufe. They have 
as juft a right to the verdure of the earth as we. Their title 
is groundéd on God Almighty’s original grant, and their 
charter is as valid as ours, fince it is the very fame. | Na 

_ Although this indulgence fhewn to infects in common with 
man, proves frequently injurious to him; yet that misfor- 
tune was both forefeen and wifely ordained. Man ftands not 
only in want of daily fubfiftence, but of frequent admonition, 
His ingratitude is confounded, when fuch contemptible infects 
rob him of what the Almighty has, with fuch profufion, 
- opened to his view. His pride is no lefs mortified, when 
_. the Lord commands his avenging armies to march abroad, 
_ and fets caterpillars, flies and locufts, in array againft him, 
inftead of lions, tygers, and other beafts of prey. Thedi= — 
vine Wifdom fometimes makes ufe of fuch mean inftruments 
as thefe, to humble the rich and mighty, and fuch as vainly 
think themfelves independent, and accountable to no one. 
_ You. fee, my dear Chevalier, that the fame Almighty Power 
_ that created the fly and the caterpillar, gave being likewife to 
the lion and the tyger. He has provided a fuitable fubfiftence 
for them all ; becaufe he knows beft for what wife purpofes. 
he created them. Every thing he made is good in it’s feafon : 
and fhall we, when our weak reafon cannot account for the 
motives of his works, prefume to make the leaft addition to, 
or diminution from them ?——-But, to decline preaching, and 
return to our hiftory of caterpillars; 1 will beg the favour of 
the Count to entertain us with a view of thefe infects, as 
they are wholly employed in the erection of their tombs. — 


(To be continued.) 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Cn July 25, at 6 o’clock in the evening, began the bufi- 
nefs of the General Baptift’s Annual Affociation, at Wiinef-. 

wold, Leicefterfhire. Brother D. Taylor, chairman; J. Far- — 


att and S. Deacon, moderators ; and brethren J. Biffil and R. 


Goodacre, fcribes. “Took a general view of bufinefs, and 


read the ftates and letters of the churches till g o’clock, | 


Wednefday morning, met again at 7 o’clock, Brother W. 
Taylor opened the meeting with prayer.—At 10, began - 
public worfhip. Brother W. Felkin opened the worfhip, by 


_ giving.out a hymn, and prayer; and Brother S. Deacon 
_ preached, in a temporary pulpit, ftanding near the door of the 


meeting-houfle, from 1 Cor. i. 23. “ We preach Chrift cru- 
cified.”»——At two in the afternoon Brother D. Taylor preach- 
ed in the burying-ground, from Rom. xv. Ig. “ F rom Jeru- 
falem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached 
the gofpel of Chrift.”—Both thefe congregations were very 
large. At fix in the evening, met again, for Aflociation 
Bufinefs, Brother Smedley, fenior, prayed. Continued bufinefs 

-Thurfday, met again at 7 for bufinefs, Brother Briggs 


prayed ; attended to bufinefs till 9, and Brother Wm. Shipfton 


concluded with prayer.---At 10, met again, Brother J. 


_ Ewen prayed, attended to bufinefs till 1. Brother Briggs con- 


cluded with prayer. 

At 2 met again, Brother Smedley junior, prayed. Attended 
to bufinefs till 5. Brother Goadby concluded with prayer, © 
---At 6 began public worfhip. Brother Wm. Taylor opened 
the fervice with finging and prayer ; and Brother J. Picker- 
ing preached, from James i. 25. “:Whofo looketh into the 
perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man fhall be 


bleffled in his 


Met for bufinefs, on Friday morning at 7, continued bufi- 
nefs till 9.---Met again at ro, and continued bufinefs till 1. 
---Met again at 2, and continued bufinefs till Brother D, 
‘Taylor concluded the whole bufinefs of the Affociation with 

The next Annual Affociation to be at Spalding, in Lincoln- 
fhire, to be held on the laft Tuefday, Wednefday, and Thurf- 
dry in June, 1800. Bufinefs to begin at 6 o’clock on 
Tuefday evening. 
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Perfons appointed to preach. 


B. Pollard. S. Deacon. 
D. ‘Yaylor, ¢ In cafe of failure 4 J. Pickering. 
R. Smith. J. Deacon. 


To the Editor of the General Buptift Magazine. 
SIR, 


WHEN fatigued with more fevere ftudies, I fometimes 
find an agreeable relaxation in reading the letters of thofe who 
have been “ valiant for the truth upon the earth,” but now reft 
from their labours. Lately, in this way, the following letter 
affected my heart, as it did, when I read it many years ago. 
I venture to requeft a place for it in your ufeful Magazine, 
not doubting that your readers may profit by the perufal of 
it. Probably many of them may not have feen it. The author 
of it is known to be the late pious Mr. Hervey. He wrote 
it in the beginning of, his, miniftry, when he had fcarcely 
reached thetwenty-third year of his age. Atthat time, hismind | 
was deeply convinced, and his confcience ferioufly awakened. 
But his views were not, at that period of his life, very evan- 
elical. The doétrine of Chriftas the only and the complete 
Saviour of finners, for which this author was afterwards, fo 
able and zealous an advocate, would have appeared with 
peculiar advantage in this. letter. It is hoped, however, that 
both young minifters and others may make thofe obfervations 
upon it, and derive thofe falutary inftructions from it, which 
~ will abundantly compenfate the little labour of your, conftant 
reader, and humble fervant, 
EPSILON. 


LETTER FROM THE REVEREND MR. JAMES HERVEY 
TO RICHARD: NASH, ESQ. AT BATH. 


Turis comes from your fincere friend, and one who has 
your beft intereft deeply at heart; it comes on a defign al- 
together important, and of no lefs confequence than your 
everlafting happiriefs, fo that it may.juftly challenge your 
careful regard. It is not to upbraid or reproach, much lefs 
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‘to triumph and infult over, your mifconduct: no, it is pure 
benevolence and difinterefted good will prompts me to write, 
fo that I hope 1 fhall not raife your refentment. However, 
be the iffue what it will, 1 cannot bear to fee you walk in the 
paths that lead to death, without warning you of the danger, 
without founding in your ears that awful admonition, “ Return 
and live, for why will ye die f”’ 1 beg of you to confider whe- 
ther you do not in fomée meafure refemble thofe accurfed 
children of Eli, whom, though they were famous in the con- 
gregation, and men of renown, yet vengeance fuffered not to 
live. For my part, I may fafely ufe the expoftulation of the 
old pricft, “ Why do ye fuch things?” I ‘hear of your evil 
dealings by all the people; nay, my brother, for it is no good 
report that I hear; Mie make the Lord’s people to tranfgrefs, 
I have long obferved and pitied you, and a moft melancholy 
fpectacle 1 lately beheld made me refolve to caution you, leit 
you alfo come into the fame condemnation. A gentleman 
not long ago, one of the moft robuft of body, and of the gay- 
eft temper I ever’ knew, but when I vifited him, oh ! how was 
the glory departed from him! I found him no more that 
fprightly; fparkling and vivacious perfon he ufed to be, but 
languifhing, pining away, and withering, under the chaftifing __ 
hand of God, his limbs feeble and trembling, his countenance | 
forlorn and ghaftly, hafting a-pace to the duft, to lodge in the 
filent grave, that land of darknefs and defolation, his foul juft | 
going to God, who gave it, preparing itfelf to wing away to 
it’s long home, to enter upon an ee and eternal 
ftate.— When I was come up into his chamber, and feated on 
his bed; he firft caft a moft wiftly look upon me, and then 
began as well as he was able to fpeak. Oh! fays he, that I[ 
rs had been more wife, that I had known.-this, that I had con-— 
_ fidered my latter end! Oh! Mr. - Death is knocking 
at‘my doors; in a few hours more I fhal] draw my laft gafp, 
and then judgment, the moft tremendous judgment, is the 
thing that I look for. How fhall I appear, unprepared as I 
am, before the all-knowing and omnipotent'God! How {hall 
I endure the day of his coming! I afked him among other | 
queftions, what he thought of ftrict holinefs, which he had 
formerly fo much flighted? Oh! replied he witha hafty 
eagernefs, how highly | value it! I would gladly part with 
all my eftate, or a world, to obtain it. Now my benighted 
eyes are enlightened, 1 clearly difcern the things that are 
excellent. Oh! what is there in the place whither I. am 
going but God, or what is there to be defired on earth but 
religion ? But what-would you do, Sir, if God fhould reftore 
| you 
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you to health sé Do ! I..call Heaven and Earth to witnefs, L 
would labour for holinefs as I fhall foon labour for life: as 
- for riches and pleafures, and the applaufe of men, 1 account 
them as drofs and dung, no more to my happine(s than che 
feathers’ that lie on the floor. 


(The remainder in our next.) 
| OF | 
SELECT PUBLICATIONS. 
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An Addrefs to the Volunteer Corps of Great Britain. By Ro- 
bert Hardy, M. A. Curate of Weftbourne; Vicar of Stough- 
and of Eaft- Marden in Suffex ; and Chaplain to his Royal 

Highne/s the Prince of Wales. 28. Rivington. Lon= 


Me. HARDY laments that breach of the Lord's Day 
which the volunteers have unneceflarily run into,particularly in 
exercifing in fervice time, and aflembling on that day for a 
general review ; obferving very juftly that their minds are in 
danger of being imperceptibly drawn away from a proper re- 
gard to religious worfhip, and fo into a train of iniquitiés, 
which muft call down that judgment upon our land which they 
aflociate in order to avert, namely, foreign invafion, He 
next exhorts the volunteers to a careful and fteady attend- 
ance on all the ordinances of religion ; and, fo far as the form 
of religion is concerned, it is a pretty addrefs, in eafy and 
agreeable periods. Real religion, however, is to bé acquired, 
according to our author, by the mere dint of our-own ftrength, _ 
and not by God’s * working in us to will and to do of his. 
own good pleafure ;” at the fame time too much ftrefs is put 
on ordinances ; and, to partake of the Lord’s fupper, is fup- 
‘pofed effential to falvation. He particularly “ guards” the 
volunteérs againft the Methodifis.. Now, as fome of the yo- 
 lunteers are Methoditts, he guards them againft themfelves, ahd 
‘the reft againft them; fo that the Methodifts in the different 
Corps are doubly guarded. “It is, however, no friendly guard ; 
hé’hates them. But why? Do they live“ idle, diffolute and 
_ Vicious lives,” which he acknowledges fome of the eftablifhed 
_ Clergy do; (p. 127). Nothing of this is laid to their charge: 
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—but their crime, foyfooth is, they intrude upon the office of 
the priefthood ! ‘Ihe reverend curate does not exprefs an 
fear of their robbing him of his pluralities ; but fays, “ their 
flagrant offence and dangerous fin is, they infinuate themfelves 
into almoft every town throughout the biigdom; and are in- 
defatigably zealous in making profelytes.”” We are not 
here informed whether they aim to make profelytes of the 
gate, or profelytes of righteou{nefs..- We learn from another 
quarter, that the latter is their object, as they preach every 
where, “ that men fhould repent ;” and probably the Metho- 
difts. have reformed more wicked men within thefe laft forty | 
years than all the Curates inthe kingdomhave. 


hood with the Chriftian church. Some may think he has a 
reafon for this, viz. the fecurity of the tythes tohis vicarages ; 
but he does not fay this. The gofpel teaches us, that every 
Chriftian is made a prief? unto God, ,and he is made. fo by 
ithe Head of the Church himfelf, efus Chrift, Rev. i. 5, 6.— 
and , we have apoftolic authority for faying, that Chriftians, 
collectively, are “ a royal priefthood.” How is it then, that 
we are told (p. 122) “ the Methodifts have not even the ap- 
pearance of apoftolic .Can the reverend divine 
putin a better claim? He fhall {peak for himfelf: —“ The 
primitive churches, after the example of. the apoftles, were 
always.careful to preferve an uninterrupted fucceffion of church 
minilters. [he catalogues alfo, which are found, in early 
writers, of the bifhops of feveral noted cities, in a continued 
fuccefhon from the apoftles, prove indifputably, that fuch an 
uninterrupted fucceflion was then thought to be of the utmoft 
‘importance ;”” hence“ we fee that it is impious prefumption 
4in-thofe, who venture to act as Chriftian priefts, without 
having received a due and lawful appointment.” 
-_ [four author does not act in the prieft’s office till he proves 
- “an uninterrupted fucceffion from the apoftles to the bifhop who 
‘ordained him, he muff relinquifh his four livings for ever. 
_ His argument may do for a Papift, who views the Pope, for 
the time being, as Peter’s fucceflor ; but an Englifh epifcopa- 
__lian ftands on a rotten foundation here; for the fucceffion 
was .broken at the reformation from Popery, when Henry 
VAIL. affumed the title of Supreme Head of the Church in the 
. Pope’s ftead. ‘The bifhops after that event were never autho- 
_rized by the “ one catholic and apoftolic church ” to ordain 
heretics to the priefts’ office, and the ordination of thefe 
 muit have been then a“ novel ” thing, which. could not be 
_maaintgined on the principle of uninterrupted fucceffion. If 


Our author is very anxious to incorporate the Jewifh prieft. 
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our author will ftill maintain that his “ regular legitimate 
Chriftian Prieft’s Office, be derived from an unbroken chain, 
he muft acknowledge he derived it from the Pope. Of thefe 


two he may chufe which he will; he has no other alterna 
_ However, as the Vicar is fo fond of the Jewifh priefthood, — 
we will remind him of the difpofition of the Jewifh lawgiver, 
—when a young man informed Mofes that Eldad and Medad 
prophefying without the camp; Jofhua faid, “ My lord, 
forbid them;’’ Mofes replied, “ would God that all the 
Lord’s people were prophets, and’ that the Lord would put 
his Spirit upon them.” It is moreover predicted, that God 
- will pour out his Spirit upon all flefh, and people fhail teach 
every one his neighbour, faying, “ know the Lord.” Let 
this gentleman then imitate Mofes, and, in fo doing, he will 
imitate Chrift, who faid, “ Forbid them not, for he that is not 


againft us is for 

While the Prince’s Chaplain isa ftrenuous advocate for the 
¢ holinefs and inviolable fanctity of the Chriftian priefthood,” 
he ftands forth as the apologift for the “ idle, the diflolute and 
vicious, who, he fays, are divinely placed in the prieft’s of- 
fice! ‘ However bad their practice may be, they feldom, if 
ever, fail to preach found doétrine,” and “ at any rate, the 
immorality of their lives does not at all diminifh the power 
and efficacy of their miniftrations,” (p. 127). This is won- 
derful! Socinians, Arians, Trinitarians, Arminians and 
Calvinifts, being of the legitimate priefthood, “ feldom if ever 
fail to preach found doétrine, in fincerity and truth, with abi- 
lity, with difintereftedne/s and with. zeal [1!” | 

According to Mr. Hardy, a drunkard ‘is as likely to reclaim 
_ a drunkard by his preaching, as is aminifter of fobriety. A 
- minifter addicted to fwearing, is as likely to convert thofe. 
who take the name of God in vain, as he is who feareth an 
oath. Such may indeed recommend their hearers to ‘¢ do as th 
fay and not as they do;” but. will not hearers reply,—“ Phy- 
fician heal thyfelf ?”—“ The power and efficacy of fuch minmf- 
_ trations’? may be eafily anticipated; “ they will both fall 
into the ditch.” | 

However compaffionate he is towards the idle, diffolute, and 
_ vicious, provided they are of the legitimate priefthood, he has — 

net fo much compaffion for the Methoditts as the prieft of old 

had for the man who fell among thieves, for he did not abufe 
him. The Methodifts are compared'to Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, whofe fin, he fays, they imitate; and he exhorts the 
‘Volunteer corps, to “ depart from the tents of thefe wicked 


men, 


“py 
‘ 
‘ 
ye 


n; and touch nothing of theirs, left ye be confumed in al] 


their fins; for, as they invade the Chriftian priefthood, they 


muft expect a punifhment no lefs fevere than the judgment 
which fell upon thofe invaders of the Jewifh priefthood.” He 


kindly adds, after all this, “I do not mean to exprefs myfelf 


with intolerance toward this fect, or with harfbne/s toward the 


_ friends and fupporters of it.” Did Jefferies or Laud ever 


own they were intolerant? 
The church of England is, in his,eye, all perfection. No 
wonder he wears four of her jewels on his breatt-plate con- 
tinually. “ Her facraments are duly and rightly adminifter- 
;* though adminiftered fometimes by “ idle, diflolute and 
wicious” men, it is all right! “Though the Lord’s fupper is 
iven to known drunkards, fwearers, and fabbath-breakers, 


 gtisallright! ‘Though, inftead of “ dipping the child in bap- 


tifm,” difcreetly and warily, as the prieft is commanded, he 
applies a few drops of water to the child’s face; it is all right ! 
What can with fuch people be wrong; except praying and 


expounding the feriptures in private houfes? “ The dangers 


ous fins which the Methodifts are guilty of, another clergy- 


man has lately informed the world, that at Cambridge univer- 


fity, when he was there, “ even drunkennefs and whoredom 


were deemed lefs exceptionable practices in a candidate for 
the miniftry, than vifiting the fick and imprifoned, and ex- 


pounding the {criptures in private houfes.”’ 


If our volunteer champion, aided by all the volunteer corps 


in the kingdom, can but fubdue the Methodifts he will fit down 


in peace, for he fays, “all other fects have of late years rapidly 
declined, and may, indeed, be faid to have come to nought.’ 
Far from this, however, is the fact, for in a populous town, | 
not more than twelve miles from Weft-bourne, there are, 


to fpeak within compafs, ten times. as many people in the 


diffenting meetings, every Lord’s day, take the year together, 


(exclufive of a large congregation of Methodifts) as is to be © 


found in the parifh church; it were a wonder if this were a 
folitary inftance, and this too found fo near the obfcure little 


village where our, author dwells. 


The apoftle’s difpofition we muft recommend to this gentle- 


“man, as he thinks he aéts from apoftolic authority; “ fome, - 


t 


indeed, preach Chrift even of envy and ftrife ; and fome alfo 
of goodwill; the one preach Chrift of contention, not fin- 
cerely ; but the other of love. What then? notwithftand- 


whether in pretence, or in truth Chrift is 
_preached ; a 


for the gofpel teacheth to deny ungodlinefs and worldly 


1 therein do rejoice, yea, and will #1 & 
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and to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this prefent 
- world,” and in publithing this gofpel, ** God hath chofen 
things that are defpifed, and things that are not, to bring to 


nought things 
fence. 


that are: that no ficth fhould glory in his pre- 


SACRED POETRY. 


‘Te the Editor of the B. M. 
SIR, 


If you think the inclofed lines worthy 
of infertion in the G, B.M. they 


at your fervice, . 


Yous’s in Jefus, 
| R. 


‘To THE MEMORY 
MISS HOLDHAM, 


Who died of a Confimption, at Long- 
ford, near Coventry, the 6th of May, 
1797, in the 28:h year of her age. 


Hax: hark ! a voice that calls 
my trembling foul, 
To follow penfive to the filent grave 
A friend. moft dear, who now has 
teach’d the goal 


Of life--and there repofes in her cave, 


And while the languifh’d on this mortal 
With tranquil mind fhe bid the world 
adieu. | 
‘ Farewel, farewel,’ fhe cried, *twill 
foon be o’er ; 7 
* Prepare to follow, and be happy too.” 


Ko more the pleafing accents of her | 


voice, [ear ; 

In converfation, charm my lift’ning 

_ No more her prefence muft my foul re- 

I mourn her abfence with a falling 
tear. | 


Snatch’d from the bufy fcenes of mor- 
tallife, [ruding care, 
_Each anxious thought, and each cor- 
No more affliGtion’s agonizing ftrife 
Her tender heart-ftrings fhall with an- 
tear. 
Vor. I I, | 
3 


How oft in Sortow’s chiair the fat alone, 
Her head declining, rack’d with tor- ~ 
I, fympathetic, heard her plaintive 
groan, 
‘That pierc’d my heart, and thrill’d 
through ev’ry vein. i 


Mournful to tell, how oft her loriging 
eye [ around, 
Beheld the food prepar’d for friends 
But could not craving nature’s wants fup= 
ply, [ wound. 
From the diforder’d, ftern, forbidding 


Tho’ long a ftranger was her pallid 
cheek | 

To health’s bright glow, nor woul 
the rofe affume, / 
Yet on her foul fat heav’nly graces. 
meek, [ bloom. 

And fhone around with a celeftial 


Her foul capacious, elegant, refin’d, 


Knew how to value time, and earth 


purfue 5 
Whofe tranfient beauties faded on her 
mind, | view. 


While yonder glorious werld the had 
Her faith fublime,explor’d thofe brighter 


skies, 
Where happy fpirits fmile on blifs 
unknown. 


On Chrift, th’ great atoning facrifice, 
+ Her hopes, her confidence were fix’d 


Farewel, kind foul, no longer now con~ 
Within the fickly ruins of thy clay, 
On angels’ wings, far fwifter than the © 

wind, 


= fied to regions of eternal day. 


HYMN. 
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HYMN TO JESUS, 


JESUS, my great: Creator, King; 

My all in earth and heav’n, | 
Accept the humble praife I bring, » 

For all thy bleffings giv’n. 


Favours bey oni the reach of thought 
My Jefus gives to.me ; | 
Beers favours, dearly bought 
Upon Mount Calvary. 


Pra'fed for ever be that loye 
Which brought him here to dwell, 
That [ might live and rife above 
The pow "rs of — and hell. 


Glory, dear Jefus, to thy name 
I would for ever pay; 

Thy wond'rous love fhall be my theme 
Through an eternal day. 


TELEMACHUS. 


To a. Friend; 
COMPLAINING OF THE EVILSOF LIFE. 


1s. man to trouble and misfortune born, 


And is he all his three {core years to 5 


mourn, 
Becaufe he’s plac’dinan imperfect ftate, 
Js neither perfet good, nor perfeé 
great ? (things, 
But knows, and fees, and feels a thoufand 
Which, in their couife, to him misfor- 
tune brings. 
Js there no comfort we find here below ? 
Are there no pleafures that do fweet!y 
flpw? 

Is not our life upon the wholea gain ? 
Do not our pleafures. 2 much exceed our 
in? 


home 
And in the profpeé of that bleft abode, 
Where we fha]l fee our Saviour and our, 
Ged, (not, 
The of this prefent life fhould 
W.th us, be counted worthy ofa thought. | 


| 


(come, 
All this for prefent time ; but look to— 
If.we be Chriftians, heav’ *s our certain 


The fun, a globe of fire, a glowing 


Of this our fyftem holds the middle 


— POETRY. 


the Editor of the G.B.M, 


DEAR SIR, 


Happening a few days ago to look inte 
Imifon’s School of Arts, I met with 
the following Poem on the Un1- 
VERSE, and as I prefume it is not 
much known among your Readers, 
I truft it may fill a page in the Gene- 


ra] Baptift Magazine to advantage, 
This will oblige, 


Your’s affe€tionatel 
P, 
ON 


THE UNIVERSE, 


‘THIS wide machine, the Univerte 


regard, 


‘With how much fkill is each apartment 


rear’d 


mafs, (glafs 4 
Hotter than melting flint, or fluid > 


place, J 
Mercury, the neareft to the central fun, 


Does in an oval orbit circling run ; 


But rarely is the objeét of our fight, : 
In folar glory funk, and more prevail- 


ing light, 
Venus the next, whofe lovely beams 
adorn (morn, 


As well the dewy eve as op’ning 
Does in her orb in beautepus, order 


The globe terreftrial next, with flant- 
ing poles, (roils. 
And all it’s pond’rous lotd unwearied 
Mars next in order, farther from the © 


Does in a more extenfive orbit run. 


Then we behold bright planetary Jove, 

Sublime in fpace thro’ his wide province 
Move > 

Four fecond planets his dominion ow ay 

And round him turn, as round the earth 
the maon. 


} Saturn revolving in a higher fphere, © 

Is by five moons attended thro’ his year, 
The vaft dimenfion of his path is found | 
Five thoufand million’ Englith miles 


‘Then 


‘around. 


| 
j 
} 
} 
| 
‘4 
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Then Georgiun Sidus, fartheft from 
the fun, | 
In boundiets ipace does round his orbit 
turn. 


‘6 Yet is this mighty fyftem, which 
contains | | 
So many worlds, fuch vaft ztherial 
-piains, 
But one of thoufands which compofe the 
whole ; 


Perhaps as glorious,and of worlds as full! | 
The ftars which grace the high ex- — 


panfive bright, 
By their own beams and unprecarious 
— Tho’ fome near neighbour feem, and 
fome difplay 
United luftre in the milky way, 
- Ata vaft diftance from each other lie, 
Sever’d by fpacious voids of liquid sky, 
All thefe illuftrious worlds, and many 
more, 
W hich by the tube aftronomers explore ; 
“And millions which the glafs can 
ne’er defcry, 
Loft in the wilds of vaft immenfity, 
Are funs, are centers, whofe fupericr 
{way 
Planets of various magnitudes obey. 


«Tf we, with one clear comprehenfive 
fight, 


| 


Saw all thefe fyftems, all thefe orbs of 


lights 
If we their order and dependence knew, 
Had all their motions and their ends in 
view, 
With all the comets which in either 
ftray, 
_*7%et conftant to their time and to their 
ways 
Would not this view convincing marks 
impart 
OF perfeét wifdom and ftupendous art ! 


CHRIST’s ASCENSION, 


WHEN Jefus mounted up the fkies, 
*T was from a throng of wond’ring eyes: 


TRey watch’d with forrow in thei 
heart, 


‘To fee their deareft Lord depart. 


A cloud receiv’d him from their fichs 
Up to the realms of endlefs lights, 


‘Where all the thining hofts on high ~ 
Proclaim his vi’ry through the fky. 


There Jefus fits high in command, 
In glorious ftate, at God’s right-hand 3 
Yet he remembers flefh and blood, 


| There from on high he’ll help afford 


To all that ftrive to keep his word ; 
And they’ll rejoice to fee him come 
To take his faithful fervants home. 


To all the guilty fons of men ; . 
When Chrift the Lamb of God fhall 


prove 
Devouring fire to injur’d love. 
G.B. 
Jo the Editor of the G. B. M. 
Sir, 


As you have been fo kind and indulgent 
as to favour two Of my juvenile pieces 


think it worthy of a place in your 
Mifcellany, and am, Sir, 


Your's, &c, 


On the Swifinefs of Time, 


ALAS ! hew fwift our fleeting days run 
on! 

How foon another rolling year is gone ? 

Night unto night fucceeds with rapid 
hafte,  (faft. 


In quick fucceffion all the feafons come ; 

And, firft, Spring, array’d in 
| dant bloom: 

Then Summer glides along in beauteous 


| dreis ; (blefs. 
Her fragrant odours all the landfcape 


Next Autumn fmiles, with latghing 


| plenty crown’d, 
And on her cheeks Profufion fits en- 
thron’d, (place ; 
But, ah! to griping Winter the gives 
W hofe ruthlets {way deftroys her. ev'ry 
grace. (fly, 
Before his face the {weeping whirlwinds 
And horrors black deform th’ ambient 
(pear 
Diftrefling {cenes and dreary waftes ap- 


To chofe the {wift and ever-haft’ning 
| year, 


And pleads their caufe before his-God, _ 


To judge the world, how dreadful thens 


of fcribble with infertion, I herewith, 
fend you a third for admittance, if you. 


*, 


4 


And moaths to months revolve amazing 


Seafong 


4 
a 
| 
| 
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Seafons on feafons bring the period nigh, 
And years revolving tell us we muft die. 
We're fwiftly borne on Time’s refiftlefs 
tide; . (we ride ; 
O’er hidden rocks, and treach’rous flioals 
Crofs boift’rous feas, with howling winds 
adverie, (courfe, 
And, fearlefs, fhape a rough deftruétive 
Tofs’d to and fro’, on fuaming billows 
rife, (ling fkies. 
‘To mountain heights ,and fcale the {park- 
Or fink engulph’d beneath the yawning 
wave, 
And ina briny ocean find our grave. 
O Lord! when life’s \tempeftuous 
ftorms arife, (joys 5 
And blaft our hopes and diffipate our 


When gloomy horrors on our profpects 


frown, 
| And all our days with dire difafters 


crown 3 


~ O may thy ftrong Almighty arm defend 


My wretched foul ! be thou my conftant 
friend. 
Proteé& and guard when bitter unite, 


And on my forrows feaft with rude de- | 
(decreafe ; 


light. 
Then days may fly,and months and years 
_ reft fecure in arms of perfect peace. 
‘Then tempefts, big with soars may 

béllow loud, (flood ! 


The fable clouds pour down a vengeful 


Red fheets of lightning rend the atmo- 
fphere, 


And of thunder fhake this dufky 
~The fkies the blackeft hue of night af- 
fume, (gloom ; 
And Nature wear Oblivion’s/ darkeft 
Stars ruth with bolting fury on my 
ae head, | (which I tread ; 
| a earthquakes tear the ground on 
_ The wrecks of fhatter’d worlds in union 
join, | 
And in one dreadful hurricane combine, 
To fhoot their rage on my 
form, 
And cruth to atoms fuch a helplefs 
| worm $ > 
Yet "midi conflicting worlds I'd raife 
eyes, (the fkies : 
And view my heav’aly Father *bove 


(fphere: 


| 


‘ 


SACRED POETRY. 


With confcious uncencern thelr | 

view, (could do. 
Nor fear what all their mighty force 
Revolving years fhould ne’er extort x 


Nor how the fwiftly rolling ages fly : : 
But firm! al on heav’n’s eternal joys, 
And preffing on to gain th’ 
prize, 
With would I death’s embraces 
‘meet, 
And bid him loofe his pris'ner’ 
eet | 
Unbind his weary captive’s heavy chains 
And grant a pafiport to thofe blifsful 
plains, (wait, 
| Where happy | faints my bleft arrival 
With harps of gold at ev’ry cryftal gate; 
| To lead my happy foul to feas of blifs, 
To everlafting crowns of righteoufnels. 


Lines faid to be compofed by a 
Servant Maid nearly a Cen 
| 


SAYS Faith, ¢ look ae 3 fee the 
‘crown, 
Laid upin heav’n above.’= 
Hope, anon it Shall be mine 
long to wear it,” Love. 


Defire hith , What, 'is there my crown! 
‘ Then to that place I'll flee ; 
¢ I cannot bear a longer ftay, 
My reft I fain would fee.’ 


¢ But fay, fays Patience, ¢ wait awhile, 


| ee. The srown’s for thofe that fight; 


¢ The prize for thofe that run the race, 


(i By faith and not by fight.” 


Thus Faith doth take a pleafing view 5 
Hope waits, Love fits and fings ; 
Defire, fhe flutters to be gone, 
But Patience clips her wings. 
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LIFE OF THE REV. DANIEL WILLIAMS) De De. 


Concluded from page 268. ‘ 


t 


ILE: was bleft by nature with an unufual genius: he*-had 
penetrating judgment,:a copious invention, a faithful 

memory, and vigorous affections; thefe were cultivated by 

much thought, and diligent reading. His mind was capable 

of the clofeft application. 'Whenhe was engaged ina debate, 

or to.refolve a cafe of confcience, he would immediately fatten 

upon the main hinge on which the thing turned, ‘take the 

argumentn it’s full extent, reprefent it diftin@ly in all it’s 

| _ different views, and with a quicknefs and force’ that few men 
able to do. To this make of mind was added 
{trong and vigorous conftitution of body, which continued | 

with him till the infirmities of age grew upon him in the Jaft 
years of life: the diftemper which his friends apprehended | 
might be peculiarly dangerous, from his natural make, who 
| was fanguine.and corpulent, viz. the fmall-pox; he efcaped to 
_.. As to his pulpit performances, tho’ he never affected’much . 
* -politenefs, yet he hada depth of thought, and compafs of 

_ mind, which few polite men are capable of; and they had a 

|, great aptitude to anfwer the ends of preaching, and were very 
inttrudcting and affeéting at once. His fubjects- were always 
practical and weighty; his thoughts were folid and copious 5 

» he went over the whole compafs of a fubjeét, and took in an 

uncommon variety of what was pertinent to it. His manner 

of managing it was plain and {criptural, with an intermixture 
the doétrinal and applicatosy parts, with great propriety 
F _-and life. Light and heat weresjoined together in his difcourfee ; 
* Vor. Il. 2X and 
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and he feldom clofed a fermon without a particular addrefs to 
good and bad men, according to the tenor of the fubject; or 
putting fome clofe queitions to them, which were peculiarly 
adapted to fend them home in a ferious frame. His fucceis — 
was remarkable as well as his labours, and he was owned of 
God to do abundance of good to the fouls of men, to convert 
fome from the error of their way, to improve and confirm 
others, and to direét and comfort many. He preached for 
many years every Chrittmas-day to a va{t audience of younger 
people, from various. quarters of the town, and was the initru- 
ment of awakening and imprefling the minds of great numbers, 
upon thofe occafions, Ihave known many who have fpoken 

with great affection and pleafure, of the advantage of thofe 
opportunities, in their younger years. “The Vanity of Child- 
hood and Youth, is a ‘tone of his judicious lively manner 
of preaching at thofe times, and his eatneft pathetic pleading — 
with men about the concerns of their fouls. He was a con- 
{tant preacher for about fifty years; and in a fit of ficknefs, 
feven years before his death, he faid, ‘That he had not been 
obliged wholly to omit preaching above five Lord’s-days, from 
“his firft entrance into the miniftry. : 

He was a great friend and encourager of young minifters : 
No man was a more candid hearer of their publick perform- 
ances, or more glad of an opportunity to help them forward 
into ufefulnefs ; and yet noman wasa more faithful friend by 
kind ang neceflary admonitions, when there was o@afion for 
them. Nothing was more difagreeable and offenfive to him, 
_ than conceit and rafhnefsin younger perfons; and he would 

often inculcate upon them the necefiary difadvantage of in- — 
experience. 

Fe was remarkable for his courage and boldnefs in owning _. 
and defending the truth, which he thought of importance, 
whatfoever cenfure or oppofition he might have reafon to’ — 
expect; and whatfoever he thought the prefent truth, or that, _ 
branch of the Chriitian fcheme, which was moft ftruck at,in ” 


any particular juncture, in which he apprehended the honour © 


of God, and the welfare of mens fouls were concerned, he was. 
always forward to appear in it’s defence. Heargued ftronyly _ 
for the truth, without unkind or injurious infinuations of other. 
_anen: He detefted fo mean an artifice. 


He was great in prudence, and had a head admirably turned 


for bufinefs, which was obferved by many of the highett rank, 
and made him frequently confulted by many in matters of the - 
greateit difficulty and importance. Sir Charles Wolcfey, who | 
was a wile and learned gentleman, and had been himielf em~ 


ployed 
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ployed in public affairs, declared, upon a converfation he had | 

with him, in his journey to Ireland, that he was furprifed at the 
compafs of his knowledge of the interefts of Europe, and the ) 
{tate of the nation; and that he feemed to him to talk likea 4 
privy counfellor.- But he was always inflexibly honeft, and j 
abhorred any wifdom of the ferpent, which could not conitft é 
‘ with the innocence of the dove. He would never fufter him- a 
| ——s fel to come into any court trick, or political doubling, nor a 
could be affrighted or allured, into any meafures contrary to. Y 
the intereft of his country: and quickly gave up an intimacy, f 
or friendfhip with the greateft, when they ventured to make — :. 
any fuch attempt upon him, 
He governed him({clf fteadily in all the {tations he was called j 
to, by the dictates of his confctence ; and when he was deter- 4 
mined in his o.vn mind, he was immoveable by any temporal 
 confiderations. He purfued what he thought right with a 
blunt integrity, and unfhaken refolution: it was a little thing i 


with him to be judged of man’s judgment. And what was 
his own beloved charaéter, viz. fimplicity, and godly fincerity, 
did above all] things recommend others to his efteem, though 
it was found in the meaneft people, and attended with very | 
weak abilities, or difcerned in thofe of different fentiments 
) from himfelf: he truly loved an honeft man, in whom there 
| was no guile, wherever he met him. 

He had an unufual readinefs to forgive his worft enemies ; 
} —__and few men had ever greater occalion to exercife it. He re- 
joiced in their welfare, fympathifed with them in their afflic- 

tions ; willingly did good offices for them afterward, and feldom 
4 or never cared to {peak ill of them, or to hear others do it 
without important reafon for it. “The teftimony of his con- 
{cience gave him fufhcient fatisfaction. However free fome 


people made with his reputation, he was confcientioufly tender 
, |... of that of others, efpecially of minifters; as knowing how ] 
Mice a thing a good-name is, and of what confequence to mens 
ie fervice in the world. | | 4 

| t were well if fuch men would ferioufly confider how much a 

guilt they contract, and what mifchief they are doing, who if 

_ take liberties with the characters of ufeful men, without any : 

* ~proper call, or perhaps any fufficient ground, whether it be . 


from wantonnefs, envy or fpite, to prejudice the minds of men 


againft them, and weaken their influence and ufefulnefs in 


__ Tho’ he was a fteady Nonconformift upon principle, yet 
he had a charitable temper towards the eftablifhed church, 
This induced him at the revolution to be very defirous of a 

| | compre 


| 


= 
4 
ug 
z 
4 
4 
2 
ut 
ang’ 


BIOGRAPHY. 


compréhenfion, on Condition of afree toleration to fuch dif 
- fenting Proteftants as could not be included. And tho’ the | 
temper'of the prevailing part of the clergy at that time, made 
him apprehend that little good was to be expected that way ; 
| yet he often expreffed a firm perfuafion, * That God would in 
time bring all fober and moderate Proteftants nearer ‘to- 
_ © gether, arid find fome way of feparating them more entirely 
from the loofe and the violent.” 
His eftate was chiefly ufed in doing good. He exercifed 
a frugality as to his own perfon, poffibly to an excefs ; but it 
‘was with this defign, that he might be more ufeful to others : 
fo he exprefles himfelf in his laft will; “ As for the eftate with 
_ which God hath bleffed me, I have ufed it with moderation 
“as to myfelf; that I might be the more ufeful to others, both 
“ in life, and after my death.” And accordingly the blefling 
of many who were ready to ferifh came upon him.  Befides, 
a number of minifters and ftudents, who were in neceffitous 
circumftances, received frequent and liberal exhibitions from 
him. Though he was naturally ofa provident temper, and 
‘might not go fo far as fome others, upon a mere principle: of 
generofity; yet where a fenfe of duty, or profpect of fervice, 
called him, he would diftribute freely, and was ready to any 
good work. ‘There were no {mall {ums of money which he 
loft among fome to whom he charitably lent them, for their 
fupport and afliftance, upon the apprehenfion of their good 
character, or the hopes of promoting fome ufeful deficn. 
He had an extenfive care for the intereft of Chrift in all 
_ parts, and was ready with his advice, and purfe, and influence 
to give his affiftance for its fupport in remote quarters. Not 
‘Only England, but Scotland and {reland, and the American 
-‘¢olonies, had a Jarge fhare in his concern ; fo that it might 
be applied to him as truly as to moft ordinary minifters, that he 
shad upon the care of all the churches. 
He continued in the exercife of his miniftry to the end of » 
his days, tho’ his ftrength vifibly declined the laft two or three » 
years of his life, and he’ gradually decayed by the growing in- | 
firmities of age, till-he funk under the weight of them. After | ; 
afhort confinement by an afthmatic diforder, with a firm and 
ftedfaft faith and hope, he committéd himfelf to God, arid fell ~ 
afleep’in Jefus; January 26, 1715-6, in the 73d year of his 
ace. “He was interred new vault of hissown in the bury- 
ing-ground near Bunhill-fields. His funeral fermon was 
preached by Dr. Evans, who had been eleveh years his fellow~ 
labourer, and 4fterwards his fucceflor. The epitaph upon his. 
tomb-ftohe was drawnup by a learned and fkilful 
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S. 
DANIELIS WILLIAMS Ss. T.P. 
| wrexamiae in comitatv denbigenfi 

inter Cambro-britannos nati 


qvi a primis annis. 
“ pietate aeqve ac bonis literis feliciter imbvtvs 
divini verbi praeconis mynys admodvm ivvenis 
in mvltis angjiae partibys non fine lavde peregit 
__ deinde apvd hibernos praecipve eblanae 
vbi media aetate confvmpta magnvm {vi defiderivm 
inter omnes reformatae fidei cvltores reliqvit | 
tandem pontificia tyrannide londinum fe conferre coactus 
magna ibi celebritete famae per mvltos annos” 
ad mortem viqve florvit 


vir ampliffima mente 
qvo acvtiffimym ingenivm cvm ivdicio 
qvod pavcis contigit conivnétvm videbatvr 


in omnibvs theologiae 
partibvs fi qvifquam alivs verfatiflimvs 

concignator yvehemens idem et acer gravis et copiofvs 
allidvvs et felix ad docendvm probandvm permovendym 

provt res poftvlabat aeqve accommodatvs 

paftor dvbivm peritior an vigilantior 
ad fidem promovendam < Opera re gratia 
non in patria folvm fed etiam apvd exteros 
femper paratiffimvs 


ad confilia five danda 
five exeqvenda pariter inftructifimvs 
idemqve in ardvis atqve difficillimis rebvs tvm publicis 
tv privatis peragendis non minori prvdentia 
et diligentia qvam integritate confpicvvs 


in omnes caritate 
atqve candore animi fingulari 
fbi i in re ampliffima parcvs in alios vero pavperes . 
praecipve ac rem publicam vt femper alias 
ita teftamento mynificentiffimvs 


denique omnis virtvtis 
qvantvm mortalivm Capit conditio | 
dvm vixit ftydiofifimvs eorvm qvae illa non admittit 
annis iam et lavde plenvs i in coelefti coetyv 
-/particeps factus vii. kal. feb. 


anno 
aetatis fvae lxxil, chrifti mpcexv1, 


TRANS- 


~ 
> 
{> 
> 
4 
“ 
> 
de 
‘+ q 
3 4 
4 
#4 
ak 
2% 
a 
4, 
* 
3 


BIOGRAPHY. 


‘TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH, BY DR. GIBBONS, 


Sacred to the memory 
Of the Rev. DanreL D.D. 
~ Who was born at Wrexham, 
In the county of Denbigh in Wales. 
Having been from his childhood 
Deeply tinétured with piety, 
And trained up in learning, 
At a very early period of life 
He became a Minitter of the Gofpel, 
And preached with good acceptance 
In many parts in England, 
And afterwards in Ireland, 
| Particularly at Dublin, 
Where having fpent the meridian of his age © T 
He left behind him among all true Proteftants | 
A moft honourable remembrance. 
‘Being driven thence by Popifh tyranny 
He removed to London, ee 
Where he flourifhed for many years 3 
4 And to the very end of his days 
In the highett reputation. , 
He was a man of the moft amazing abilities, | 
For in him were united = 
( How rare the union !) 
The moft vivid rays of genius, 
And the mott profound fagacity. 
He was well verfedin all the parts of divinity. 
He was a lively, pungent, grave, copious, 
And indefatigable preacher. 
He was fo well qualified for his work 
That with equal fuccefs, 
As his fubjeéts required, 
He convinced the judgment, 
And raifed the affeStions, 
Itishardto fay 
Whether he was the more fkilful or vigilant paftor. 
He was ever ready to promote the vofpel, __ 
only inhis own but othercountries 
By his labours, his fubitance, and his influence. 
He was wonderfully adapted : 
For forming and executing great defigns, i 
And was not lefs confpicuous for his wifdom 7! 
Than his integrity 
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~ In conducting the moft arduous and difficult affairs, 
Both of a public and private nature. 
He was eminent for his charity, and tender to all, 
And in the midft of an ample fortune - 

_He was {paring to himfelf, 
But moft munificent to the poor, and efpecially the public, 
As, after along feries of ftriking proofs in his life, 
His lat will abundantly teftified. 

He fpent his days) 
In the conftant cultivation 
Of every virtue within the {phere of mortality, 
Till, full of years and honour, 
- Heat length was made a partaker 
' With the fociety of the bleft above 
that confummate holinefs 
Which is. only to be enjoyed in heaven. 
January 26, 1716, aged 72. 


As he had fpent'much of his life in benefactions, as God 
had profper’d him, fo. it was plain he defigned the fame at his 
death. - He configned the body of his eftate to the greateft va- 
riety of excellent charities, for the glory of God, and the good 
of mankind, which will be eafily met with, in the defigns of 
any one man. Befides the fettlement to his wife, and legacies 
to his relations and friends, he left a donation to the fociety 
for Reformation of Manners ; for the education of youth in 
Dublin, and for an itinerant preacher to the native Irifh; 
to the poor in Woodftreet congregation, and in that in Hand- 
Ally, where he had been fucceffively minifter ; to the French 
Refugees ; to the poor of Shoreditch parifh, where he dwelt; 
to feveral minifters widows; to St. Thomas’s Hofpital, and 

the London Workhoufe; to the college of Glafgow; to 
the fociety of Scotland for propagating chriftian knowledge ; 
to the fociety for New-England, to fupport two perfons to 
preach to the Indians ; to the maintaining of Charity-Schools 
in Wales, and the fupport of ftudents. He ordered a public 
library to be purchafed or erected, to which he left his own 


books, and Dr. Bates’s curious collection, which he boughe 


_ for that purpofe. It is now erected in Redcrofs-ftreet without 


_ Cripplegate; and has had confiderable additions made to it 


fince by feveral legacies, and gifts of money and books. He 
has ordered his fermons to be colle&ed together, and that the 


following tracts, Gofpel Truth, Man made Righteous, Anfwer — 


to the Report, End to Difcord, and Minifterial Office ; fhould 
be turned into Latin for the ufe of foreigners: and that 


the 


4 
‘ 
my 


t 


| 
a 
4 
4 
a 
th 
‘> 
$ 
if 
H 
¥ 
* 


Dr. Calamy’s Continuation, &c, Vol. II. p. 983. 


316 BIOGRAPHY. 

Vanity of Childhood and Youth, fhould be tranflated int’ 
Welth for the ufe of the fchools, and printed oftner for the 
benefit of the poor. -He clofes his will by this awful and 
folemn claufe: “* I befeech the blefled God, for Chrift Jefus 
«“ fake, the head of his church, whofe I am, and whom I 
« defire to ferve, that this my will may, by his bleffing and 


_ © power, reach it’s end, and may be faithfully executed: Ob- 


“ tefting in the name of this great and righteous God, all | 
«who fhall be concerned, that what.1 deftgn for his glory, — 


“ and the good of mankind, may be honeftly, prudently, and — 


«< diligently employed to thofe ends,as I have, to the beft of — 
“‘ my judgment, directed by this my. Jaft teftament.”* _ a5 


BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 


THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


Continued from page 277+ 


LIFE OF WILLIAM HUNTER, 


A\FTER two days the bifhop came to him, and finding 


the cruft of bread, and the cup of water, {till lying by him 
upon the ftocks, he bid ‘his men take him out of the Acs. 
and bring him down to’breakfaft with them. Then they let 
him out of the ftocks, but they would not fuffer him to eat 
with them, ‘but.called him heretic. William told them, he — 


‘was as loath to be in their company, as they were to be 


‘in his. | 
After ‘breakfaft the bifhop fent for William, and afked, 
whether he would recant or no. Tet a 
Wilkam faid, he would never recant that which he had 


_confefled before men, as concerning his faith in Chriit, 


‘Then the bifhop faid he was no Chriftian, but denied the 
faith in which he was baptized. He anfwered, I was bap- 
tized in the faith of the Holy Trinity, the which I will not 
go from, God affifting me with his grace. cn 

Then the bifhop fent him to the convict-prifon, com- 


-manding the keeper to load him with irons. The bifhop. 


‘alfo afked him how old he was. He faid he was nineteen years 
old. Well, faid the bifhop, you will be burned ere you be 4 


A more particular account of his will may be found in 


twenty . 


7 
: 
4 
. 
? 
¢ 
a; 
é 
id 
4 
t 
A 
4 
4 
By 7 


LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF ENGLISH MARTYRS. 317 


| 

twenty years old, if you will not yield yourfelf better than 

ou have done yet. William anfwered, God ftrengthen me 
with his truth. And fo they parted. 

And William Hunter went to prifon, and the bifhop al 
Jowed him but an halfpenny a day for his maintenance ; 
and here he continued three quarters of a years During 
which fpace, he was brought before the bifhop;fiye times, 

befides the laft time, which was the oth of February, in the 
confiftory of St. Paul, the day on which he and five others 
were condemned. ‘ 

- On that day the bifhop afked him again if he would re« 
cant; and read to him his examination and confeffion, as is 
before rehearfed : and afterwards he rehearfed how that Wil- 
liam confeffed, that he did believe that he received Chrift’s. 
body fpiritually, when he did receive the holy communion. 
Dott thou mean, fays the bifhop, that the bread is Chrift’s 
body fpiritually ? 
i William anfwered, ‘I mean not fo, but rather when I 
‘ receive the holy communion rightly and worthily, I do feed — 
© on Chrift fpiritually through faith in my foul, and am par.. 

© taker of all the benefits which Chrift hath obtained for all 

‘true believers, by his precious death, paffion, and refur- 

‘rection: and not that the bread is his body, either fpiri- 

“tually or corporally.” 

4 Then faid the bifhop to him again,’ Doft thou not think 
(holding up his cap) that for example here of my cap, thou — 
mayft fee the fquarenefs and colour of it, and yet that not 
to be the fubftance, which thou judgeft by the accidents ? 
William anfwered, ‘ If you can feparate the accidents 
© from the fubftance, and fhew me the fubftance without the 
‘ accidents, could believe.’ 
_ Then faid the bifhop, Thou wilt not believe that God 
ot can do any thing above man’s capacity. “ 
ee ‘ Yes,’ faid William, * I muft needs believe that; for daily 

‘experience teacheth all men that thing plainly: but our 
© queftion is not what God can do, but what he would have 
© us to learn in his holy fupper.’ , | 

Then faid the bifhop, I always have found thee at this 

point, and fee no hope to reclaim thee to the Catholic faith, 
but thou wilt continue a corrupt member. 

And then he pronounced fentence upon him, to go back 
to Newgate for a time, and from thence to Burntwood, 
where, fays he, thou fhalt be burned. aie 
_ Then the bifhop called another; and when he had con- 

demned themall, he called for William Hunter again, and 
2X endea- 
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endeavoured to perfuade him to recant. And he told him, 
if he would recant, he would prefer him. 
But William faid, ‘I thank you for your great offers, 
‘ Notwithftanding, my lord, if you cannot perfuade my 
confciencewith fcripture, I cannot find in my hear€ to tur 
¢ from God for the love of the world: for I count all worldly 
things but dung and drofs for the love of Chrift.’ And 
fo they parted. 
And William Hunter returned to Newgate; and on Sa. 
turday the 24th of March, he was fent down to Burntwood - 
in Effex, which is about fifteen niiles from London; and 


was kept in the parlour at the Swan inn in the town until 
g Tuefday following, which was the day appointed for his 
i - While he lay at the inn, many reforted to him, whom he 


exhorted to take heed of and forfake the popifh fuperftition | 
On Tueéfday morning, March the 27th, 1555, Mr. 

Brocket the fheriff prepared for the burning of William 
Hunter. Then came the fheriff’s fon to him in‘the inn, and 
embraced him, faying, William, be not afraid of thefe men that | 
aré here with bows, bills, and weapons, to bring you tothe — 
place where you muft be burned, William anfwered him, 
I thank God, I am not afraid, for I have caft up my account, 
what it will’ coft me already. Then the fheriff’s fon could 
{peak no more for weeping. 

‘Then was William Hunter led from the inn between one 

of the fheriff’s officers, and his brother Robert Hunter; and 

as they were going along, his father met him, being in tears, 

and faid, God be with thee, fon William. 

And William anfwered, God be with you, father, and be of 
good comfort, for I hope we fhal meet again when we fhall 
rejoice. His father faid, I hope fo, William; and then de- 

: When William came to the place where the ftake ftood, 
he took a broom-faggot, and kneeled thereon, faying the 51ft — 
pfalm, till he came to thefe words, The facrifice of God is a 
contrité fpirit: 4 contrite and a broken heart, O God, thou 
wilt not defpife. Then Mr.’ William Tyrrel] faid, thou 
 jieft, and readeft falfe, for the words are, anhumble fpirit. But 

William faid the tranflation is, a contrite heart. ‘Tyrrel 
_ faid, the tranflation is falfe ; ye tranflate books as ye lift your- 

felves, like heretics. “Then William faid, there is no great 

differefice in the words. 
Then the theriff faid to William Hunter, here is a ane 
rom 
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from the Queen, if thou wilt recant thou fhalt live; if not, 
thou fhalt be burned. No, faid William, I will not recane, 
God willing. Then William arofe, and went to the ftake, 
and fet his back to it, and one of the bailiffs faftened him to it — 
with achain. Thencame Juftice Brown, and faid, here is not 
wood enough to burn a leg of him. — ae. 
Then faid William, ‘ Good people pray for me, and make 
‘ fpeed and difpatch quickly ; pray for me while you fee me 
‘ alive, and I will pray for you.’ 
Mr. Brown faid, I will no more pray for thee, than I will 
pray foradoge Towhom William faid, Mr. Brown, now 
you have that which you fought for, and I pray God it be not 
laid to your charge at the laft day; but I forgive you. Mr. 
Brown faid, afk no forgivenefs of thee. Well, faid William, 
if God forgive you not, I fhall require my blood at your 
hands. 
‘Then faid William, Son of God fhine upon me. Andims 
mediately the fun fhone upon him out of a dark cloud, fo that 
he was forced to look another way; at which the people 
were furprifed. 
_ Then William took a faggot of broom, and embraced it in 
his arms. And a prieft came to offer him a book; but he 
faid, away thou falfe prophet; beware of him, good people, 
and come away from their abominations, left ye be partakers 
of their plagues. | | . 
Then the prieft faid, look how thou burneft here, fo fhale 
thou burnin hell. Wialliam faid, thou lieft, thou falfe pro- 
Then acertain gentleman faid, I pray God have mercy on 
his foul: and the people anfwered, amen, amen. ‘ 
Immediately the fire was made, and William caft his pfalter 
into his brother Robert’s hand; who faid, William, think on _ 
the holy paffion of Chrift, and be not afraid of death, , 
William anfwered, I am not afraid. Then lift he up his 
hands to heaven and faid, Lord, Lord, Lord, receive m 
fpirit ! and cafting down his head into the {mothering fmoke, 
he yielded up his life to God, fealing the truth with his 
blood. | 


THE LIVES OF WILLIAM PIGOT, STEPHEN 
KNIGHT, AND JOHN LAWRENCE, PRIEST, IN 


ESSEX, 


THESE three men were brought to London before Bifhop 
Bonner, where it was demanded of them, what was their opinion 
of the facrament of the altar ? 


And 
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And they_feverally anfwered,,and alfo fubfcribed, That 
¢ in the facrament of the altar, (as it is called) under the forms 
¢ of bread and wine, there is not the very fubftance of the 
¢ body and blood of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, but a fpiritual - 
¢ partaking of the body and blood of Chrift; the very body 
¢ and biood of Chriit being only in heaven, and no where elfe.’ 

They were brought again before the bifhop, February the 


gth, 1555, in his Contiftory-court, and articles propounded to 


them to the like effect as thofe to Thomas Tomkins ; to which 
they each fubfcribed thefe words, 1 do fo believe. — : 
_ ‘Then the bifhop calied William Pigot and Stephen Knight 
to him, and perfuaded them to recant, and deny their former 
profeffion. But they anfwered, they were not perfuaded in 
their confciences to return, and abjure their opinions, where- 
unto they had fubferibed. Then they were difmifled, and 
ordered to appear againin theafternoon, 
Then the bifhop difcourfed with Jéhn Lawrence alone 
about his profeffion: who anfwered, that he was a prieft, and 
was made fo eighteen years paft; and that he was foie time 


a black friar profefled, and was alfo affured to a' maid whom 


he intended to have married. baci 
Then this opinion of the facrament was again demanded: 
he faid, it was a remembgsance of Chrift’s body; and, many 
have been deceived in believing the true body of Chrift to be 
in the facrament of the altar; and that all thofe that do not 
believe as he doth, doerr: and then he was difimifled. 
In the afternoon, they all three appeared before the bifhop 


again, who exhorted them all (according to his accuftomed 


manner) to recant, and revoke their doctrine, and receive the 
true faith. ‘l’o which they all conftantly anfwered, that the 
would not; but would {tick tothat faith which they had de- 
claied and fubfcribed unto ; for that they did believe that it 
was no error, but that the contrary thereunto was very 
herefy. 
But when the bifhop perceived he could not prevail on them 
neither by threats nor promifes, he then gave them feverally 
their judgements. 
And becaufe John Lawrence was a prieft, he was by the 
bifhop folemnly degraded, according to the ufual manner. 
After this degradation, and the fentence of condemnation 
were ended, they were delivered into the cuftody of the therifis 


of London, who committed them to Newgate, where they 


remained joyfully together till they were carried into Effex. — 


And upon the 28th of March, 1555, William Pigot was 
| burned 
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burned at Braintry, and Stephen Knight, at Malden; who 
at the ftake, kneeling on the ground, made this godly prayer. 


THE PRAYER OF STEPHEN KNIGHT. 


«0 LORD Jefu Chrift, for whofe love I leave willingly | 


« this life, and defire rather the bitter death of thy crofs, with 
“ the lofs of all earthly things, than to abide the blafphemy 
“ of thy moft holy name, or to obey men in breaking thy holy 
commandment. Thou feeft,O Lord! that where I might 
“ live in worldly. wealth to worfhip a falfe God, and honour 
“thine enemy, L chufe rather the torment of this body, and 
“the lofs of this my life, and have counted all things but 
“ vile duft and dung that I might win thee; which death is 
“dearer to me than thoufands of gold and filver. Such 
“ love, O Lord, haft thou laid up in my breaft, that ] hunger 
“ for thee, as the deer that is wounded defireih the water- 
“brook. Send thy. holy comforter,O Lord, to aid, comfort, 
“ and ftrengthen this weak piece of earth, which is empty of 
“ all ftrength of itfelf. Thou remembereft, OQ Lord, that I 
“am but duit, and able to do nothing that is good. 
# Therefore, O Lord, as of thy own accuitomed goodneis 
“ and love, thou haft bidden me to this banquet, and counted 
“me worthy to drink of thine own cup, amongit thine elect ; 
* even fo give me ftrength, O Lord, againft this thine element, 
“ which to my fight is mott irkfome and terrible; that to my 
“ mind it may, at thy commandment, (as an obedient fervant) 
_“ be {weet and pleafant; that through the ftrength of thy holy 
“ fpirit, [ may pafs through the rage of this fire into thy bofom, 
_ “according to thy promife ; and for this mortal receive im- 
mortality, and for this corruption put onéncorruption. 
“ Accept this burnt-facrifice and offering, O Lord, not for 
“ the facrifice fake, but for thy dear Son’s fake, my Saviour, 


© for whofe teftimony I offer this free-will offering, with all _ 


“ my heart and with all my foul. O heavenly Father, forgive 
* me my fins, as I forgive all the world. O {weet Son of God, 
~“ my Saviour, fpread thy wings over me. O bDleffed and 


“ Holy Ghoft, through whofe merciful infpiration I am come 


“ hither, conduct me to everlafting life. Lord into thy hands 
commend my fpirit. Amen. 
The next day, being the 29th of March, 1555, John Law- 
_ Yence was brought to Colcheiter, and there being not able to 
go, (becaufe his legs were worn with heavy irons, and his 
body weakened with evil keeping in prifon) he was brought 
ina chair to the fire, and fo fitting, was in his conftant faith 
confumed with fire, to the glary of God. | + Ie 
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It is reported fora truth, that whilftthis John Lawrence 
was fitting in the fire, divers young children came about him, 
and faid, Lord ftrengthen thy fervant, and keep thy promife, 
Which was a great furprize to the vaft number of {pectators 
that were prefent at his burning, and heard them. a 


ESSAYS. 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


This Night I fhall be ineBternity. 
SIR, 


‘This peculiarly impreflive motto, is applicable to an. unfore 


tunate blind man, by profeffion a Roman Catholic, who 
_ is left for execution this day, at this place, for the murder 
of his guide, a boy of theage of g years. Ifthe following 

curfory remarks, made under an impreffion of his awful | 

ftate, aredeemed fit for your Magazine, they are at your 

fervice. | 

Iam, your’s, &c. 

Nottingham, July 15th, 1799. 


‘Luis Night I hall be in Eternity. —My immortal foul 


muft take it’s ftation in fome part of the univerfe. Where 


will be it’s place of abode ? what will be it’s ftate of exiftence ? 


am I confident, and does my confidence fpring from good 
evidence, that a confeffion of my fins, an abfolution by my 
prieft, the merits of the facramental elements, and the efficacy — 
of the prayers of the faints, will recommend me to the favour 
of God, gain me an invitation and a welcome reception 
into the abodes of blifs and pleafure? will God efteem thefe - 
fufficient? fhall [ in confequence of them, have angels for 
my companions, heaven for my dwelling, and the eternal 
throne for my place of worfhip? will the * Lamb of God’ . 
for thefe “ conduct me to fountains of living water,” and will 


_ © God himfelf wipe away all tears from eyes”? if he will, 


ed, fince my hopes 


I meet my fate with compofure, I die fatis 
are 
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are bright and full of immortality: but, if not, I fear to meet 

my fate, every moment darkens my profpect; 1 am without 

folid ground, or fubftantial hope; perhaps God may receive — 
me, and perhaps he will not! a moft awful peradventure ! 

Well, while life remains I will ufe it, and I will improve it ; 

I will examine the validity of my truft by the word of God, 

and, if on examination it appear deficient, I will feek inftruc- 

tion from the fountain head, and employ the fhort time allotted 

me to prepare to meet my God. ss a 

Reader, adopt a fimilar motto for thine own; This Night 

I may be in Eternity: and as this truth intimately concerns: 

thee, permit thy friend to paint a few fimilarities which may 

exift between this unhappy perfon and thyfelf. 

Heis under condemnation art in thy. carnal 

for having broken the laws ftate condemned for a breach 

of fociety, by committing of the holy law of God, and 
murder. for refufing his offered mercy. 

- Heis withoutthe means of | Thou art without ftrength 
extricating himfelf from this in thyfelf to help thyfelf, or to. 
dreadful ftate, and muft there- atone for one paft offence, - 

 foreinevitably fuffer, and the fcripture aflurin 

thee that “ the wicked fhal 
be turned into hell,’ except 
thou art renewed by the gof- 
pel, thou likewife inevi- 
| tably perifh. 

He is placing all his hopes — Perhaps, thou, as a profef- 

of acceptance on the infallibi- for of religion, art placing 

lity of the Pope, the abfolution great confidence on the purity 
of his fins by the prieft, the of thy religious fentiments, 
merits of the facramental ele- on the harmony which {fubjifts 
ments, and the eficacy of the between them and the {fcrip- 
faints’ prayers. lah tures; and on thy regular at- 
aes tendance on the means of 
grace and the ordinances of 
the gofpel. 

Finally reader, give the following queftions a careful pe- 
-tufal,and endeavour to torm proper, {criptural conclufions. 
Am I acquainted with my own abilities and inabilities of 
foul? do i contemplate to advantage the character of God as © 

it is revealed in creation; and, more bastichiagty in the word 
ofhis grace? do I, whatever my other views may be, place 
my whole confidence on the merits and jnterceffion of Jefus 

for my falvation? do I love God and Jefus, my friends, m 

€némies, and all mankind? do I defire to promote the intereft 
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of Chrift and virtue in the world? do I love all good meg 
efpecially, though different in views to myfelf? and finally, 
do I love holinefs and purfue after it with all my heart and 
foul? if I do, though this night I may be in eternity, I fhal] | 
in the of my bleffed Jefus, where rivers of 
mortal pleafure roll! but if not, O my foul! remember who | 
hath faid, “ Not every one that faith unto me Lord, Lord, 
fhall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doth ~ 
the will of my Father who is in heaven.” te eet 


A CHARGE TO MR. THOMAS ORTON. 


| 


( Continued fi rom page 279.) 


TAKE heed unto thy do¢trine.” This, Sir, is of 
very great importance, for if you do not believe the truth of 
God aright yourfelf, it is not likely you will preach it aright 
to your people; and it will be only by chance if you walk 
right.—And if you do not preach the found truth of God, your 
people will not be likely to do well. And as you are this day 
taking upon you this important work, to “ watch for. their 
fouls,”’ take heed, in the name of God, my dear brother, take 
heed unto thy doctrine, [ fhall not here prefs any human 
creed upon you.’ No, Sir, I believe human creeds when im- 

fed upon men, have, in many cafes, injured, and even ruin- 
edthe caufe they have tofupport. They have too 
often occafioned the neglect, rather than the ufe, of the word 

_oefGod. Nay, the word of God has been moft grievoufly 
twifted and tortured, to bring it into the narrow bounds of 

human creeds; and creeds, too, diametrically oppofite to each 

other: they have caufed confufion inftead of conformity, and 
have made people the difciples of men, rather than of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift; and, in a word, have filled the world with 1 
perfecution, fire, and blood!!! 

All I fhail fay on this head is, that you make the word of 

God your guide; and though I prefs you to avail yourfelf. — 
of every human help in your power, (a privilege of which 
you are far better capable than I am) yet fellow no man, far- 
ther than he follows the general ftrain of divine truth. An 
undue attachment to great names, has often led into great 
errors. 
_ And as you have called me to this work, you will give me 


leave to prefs a few confiderations refpecting your oe 
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and that divine truth to which I urge your particular regard. 
rft. Asit refpeéts your public miniltrations, be plain and 
applicatory, that the mind of the finner may be feelingly im- 


prefled with the affecting confideration of human depravity, | 


of perfonal guilt, and if unrenewed, of an eternal hell, even 
everlafting punifhment. Matt. xxv. 46. Do not mince thefe 
{fubjeéts, but declare them fully and plainly, as far as the word 
truth will fupport you. 


Declare plainly the impoffibility of falvation by works of 


 righteoufnefs which we have done, or of juftification by the 


works of the law. But never let your zeal lead you to call — 


hard names, or reproach other parties at any time, and par- 
ticularly in the pulpit; leave thefe ; to their own Matter they 
ftand or fall; but do you go on preaching the truth. 
ad. Be very clear and explicit on the gofpel of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. Do not confufe faith and works together; but 
keep the ideas of falvation by faith in Chrift, clear ; fhew that 
there is falyation in no other; and that without fhedding of 
blood there is no remiffion. Do not {peak of thefe things 
ina cool, eafy, indolent way, but prefs, urge and enforce them; 
with all poffible energy and power ; let the people fee that your 
very foul is enflamed with this great work. : | 
3d. Be careful to fhew the practical tendency of the gofpel 5 
but be very explicit in diftinguifhing between works done to 
fave, and works done out of love, becaufe Lam by grace 
brought into a faved ftate. | 
4th. Guard againft a legal way of preaching; it is eafy 
to prefs works as a duty on Chriftians, and leave out the main 
{pring and inducement to thefe. ‘Therefore, endeavour to 
keep alive the love of God to finners, as demonftrated in a 


bleeding Chrift, who is the bread of God for believing fouls: — 


this will be as a main fpring of holinefs in the faints of God. 
This will make holinefs the pleafure and delight of the heart, 
_ and eafy and praéticable in the life. | 
th. Explain and enforce the relative duties of Chriftians ; 
as the duties of hufbands and wives, parents and children, 


afters and fervants ; fo that the world may revere Chriftianity 


_ for the holinefs of it’s precepts ; and be charmed into the en= 
joyment of it, that they may partake of it’s divine fweets and | 
advantages. 
6th. But while you prefs relative duties publicly, never 
-do it fo as to attack any of the follies or vices of any of your, 
-hearers perfonally, from the pulpit; this will feldom do good, : 
but will moftly offend. ani | 

_ 7th. In your church meetings be very faithful and c’ofe in 
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exhorting to duty, and pointing out ahd reproving general er. 
rors, neglects, &c. This is your flock ; as their thepherd, lead 
and feedthem. ‘They are your family; you are their head, 
under God. They havecalled you to watch for their fouls; 


you muft be faithful, as the fteward of God: and here you 


may be faithful, and they mutt bear you ; yet, be tender and 


affe€tionate even in reproving, and they can hardly fail to 


love you. 
8th. Often prefs and enlarge upon the privileges, hopes, - 
and glory of the Chriftian; this will animate and invigorate 
under many difcouragements, afid infpire to every duty to - 

gth. Continue inthem. This, my brother, is not a thin 


to be taken or left, like the cuftoms and fafhions of this life; 


but to be perfeveringly continued in, becaufe it is they only 
© who endure to the end that fhall be faved, and he that putteth 
his hand to the plough and looketh back, is not fit for she 
kingdom of heaven.” | 
You, Sir, will often feel the need of thisexhortation. The — 
mind will fometimes feem flat and dull. “The world will teaze 


perplex; friends flight, oppofe, and fometimes reproach 
too; your labours fometimes feem ufelefs ; weeks and months | 


pafs, and no feals added to your miniftry by converfion ; many 
members appear fleepy and carelefs, and fome quite turn back 
tothe begegarly elements of the world again. Then, Sir, for 
a perfevering faith. But amidft all thefe difcouragements 
remember it is God’s work in which you are engaged, anc 
God will fupport you in it: and though there are times in 
which your fuccefs is not equal to your wifhes and your — 
prayers, yet do you continue in it on your part, and God wil] 
be glorified in you, and you in him. a 
__ Be not therefore “ weary in well doing, for in due time you 
fhall reap, if you faint not.” _ bees 
III. On your encouragements in this work. ee 
1. “ Thou fhalt fave thyfelf.” Here isa firm and pofitive 


_ promife from thy God. “Thou fhall fave thyfelf!” This 


3s certainly an important confideration to you, when the 
worth of your own foul, and the importance of an eternity are 


eonfidered. ‘This promife, with the confideration, that the 


work in which you are engaged is the great, the good work of | 


_ God, will, and muft fupport the mind under the many dif- 


ficulties which lie before you; therefore, keep thefe great 
things in view: for without a fteady regard to your own con- 
verfation and conduc through life, this end cannot be ob* 


tained ; and without a tolerable faithful difcharge of the trult 
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-repofed in you in this great work, to which you are this day 
{et apart, you cannot do well. But where thefe are, the perfon 
js fafe, not of merit, but as being within the terms of the 
covenant of grace, and bringing forth the fruits thereof: then 
the promife is firm, “thou fhall fave thyfelf,” or thou art 
proved by this faith, accompanied by thefe works, to be in a — 
— faved ftate. Let thefe things lie near thy heart, O thou fer- 
vant of God! thou fervant and leader of this people ! and 
may thy foul feed on the glorioufly animating confideration ; 
my people fhall fhine as the brightnefs of the frmament, and 
myfelfas a ftar, for ever and ever. 
2. Thou fhalt fave thy people too. Oh! what a work, what 
a work is this, my brother, and to be given to a mere man ! 
yea, and for you to be one of thofe highly favoured of heayen, 
with whem this great work is intrufted; what a bleffing! 
what a glory! ! does not your foul rife above every difficulgy, 
and ipring into the work with fervour all divine? To fave 
mankind ! an inftrument in the hand of God to fave immortal 
fouls! yea,andto fave them from an eternal hell. Here, look 
round on this people; I may be an inftrument in the hand of 
God to fave thefe, and numbers more may be born to God by 
my miniftry inthis place. Further reflect, the fouls of this 
people are committed to my care, awful thought! important 
work, to watch for fouls! here, perhaps, the mind may fink _ 
beneath the mighty tafk. But remember, it is God’s work! — 
he will help, he will make. you able, he will withhold no good ~ 
_ thing. Keep, therefore, thy heart in it, and thou fhalt fuc- 
ceed in {pite of every foe. This is the work to which this 
people have called thee, and to which they are, this day, fo- 
lemnly fetting thee apart, in the name and fear of the Lord; 
and though ¢arth and hell do oppofe, yet while God fupperts © 
your foul, and crowns your labours with fuccefs, you cannot 
fink. We are favoured with fuch direétions, which, if we 
.|... pay attention to, we fhall conquer in fpite of all oppofition 5 
<* ee that is, tolive and die a faithfr.l minifter of the Lord Jefus 
L _  Chrift: then oh ! then my dear brother, thou fhait not only 
fave thyfelf, but all that regard thy doctrinetoo, ‘To have 
been fuecefsful in faving fouls, what a bleffing ! to appear 
in the great day not only a faint, but a minifter, a faithful mi- 
nifter of the gofpel of our blefled Redeemer, yea, and a fuccefs~ 
ful minifter too, what a glory! ! here words are wanting, 
_ and the labouring thought cannot count the bleflings o’er. 
And to numbers then prefent, and even fome of thefe who 
have been begotten unto God, made heirs of glory, and con- 
 @ucted there by your inftrumentality 5 oh ! Sir, it will require 
2Z2 an 
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an eternity to pour on your foul the joys, that grace Divine 
will beftow after fervices fuch as thefe. Oh! how happy, 
now, in the thought; how triumphant in the anticipation; 
but the enjoyment, the enjoyment my brother, what muft 
You will not repent, then, that you have ftudied, prayed, 
preached, and laboured even to wearinefs of the flefh, in this 
reat, this good work. No, could lamentation enter thofe 
Riccired manfions of glory it would be that you had done ng 
more for fuch a God, and in fuch acaufe. But forrow never 
How loved, then by faints, thefe faints, whom we may fup- 
pofe looking with affections all divine ;—there fits my mini, 
fter, my leader, my paftor ; who, by the grace of God, has 
brought us hither. While increafing affe€tions anfwer, thefe, 
thefe are the fruits of my miniftry, the fouls that God gave 
unto me by the gofpel of his Son. pis a fe 
How loved by angels, who rejoice at the converfion of every 
finner ; how muft their harps found anew when a minifter whg 


has converted numbers, afcends his throne of diftinguifhed 


glory. How loved by our glorified Redeemer then, who fhews 

fuch anattachment to miniftersnow! How loved by Jeho- 
vah himfelf, who fhall make your eternal glories fhine, while 
the Lamb fhall lead you and your dear people to living foun- 
tains of water ; and God fhall wipe all tears from your eyes; 
to which ftate, may God raife youand your people. This is, 
dear Sir, our fervent prayer, for Chrift the Redeemer’s fake, 


LETTER FROM THE REVEREND MR. JAMES HERVEY _ 
TO RICHARD NASH, ESQ. AT BATH. 


uf Concluded from page. 301.) 


IF the righteous Judge ‘would try me, in what a fpirit | 
would I fpend the remainder of my days! I would know 
no other bufinefs, aim- at no other end, than to_ perfect 


‘myfelf in holinefs: whatever contributed, every means 


of grace, every opportunity of fpiritual improvement, 
fhould be dearer to me than thoufands of gold and 
filver. But, alas! why do I amufe myfelf with fond imagi- 


nations? ‘The beit refolutions are now infignificant, becaufe » 


they are too late. The day in which I fhould have worked 
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fs over and gone, and I fee a fad horrible night approaching, 
bringing with it the blacknefs of darknefs forever. Here- 


tofore, alas! when God called, I refufed, when he in- 
vited, I was one of them who made'excufe ; now therefore I 
receive the reward of my deeds; fearfulnefs and trembling 
are come upon me; I fmart, 1 am in fore anguifh already, and 
yet this is but the beginning of forrows. It doth not yet 


appear what I fhall be; but fure I fhall be ruined, undone, — 
and deftroyed with an everlafting deftruction. 


This fcene I faw with my eyes, and heard with my ears, 


and quickly after attended the unhappy gentleman to his 


tomb. The poor fkeleton fpoke in fuch an accent, and with 


- fo much earneftnefs, that 1 could not eafily forget him or his 


words : and as I was mufing upon this forrowful fubjeé&, I 


-yemembered Mr. Nafh. No fooner did I remember you, 


Sir, but I difcerned too near an agreement and correfpon- 
dence between you and the deceafed. They are alike faid I, 


in their way, and what fhall hinder them from being alike 
in their end? The courfe of their actions was equally full — 

ef fin and folly, and why fhhould not the period of them be 
equally full of horror and difmay ? I am grievoufly afraid for 
the furvivor, left, as he lives the life, fo he fhould die the death 


of this wretched man, and his latter end fhould be like his: 
for this caufe I take my pen in hand, and counfel you to be- 


think yourfelf; nay, 1 requeft of you to repent while you 


have opportunity, if happily you may find grace and for— 


givenefs. Yet a moment and you may die, yet a little while 


and you muft die, and why will you go down with infamy 
and defpair to the grave, rather than depart in peace,. with 
hopes full of immortality? But I muft tell you, Sir, plainly, 
and with the utmoft freedom, that your prefent behaviour is 
not the way to reconcile yourfelf to God; you are fo far 


from making an atonement to offended Juftice, that you 


are aggravating wrath. For what fay the fcriptures, thofe 
books which. at the confummation of all things the Ancient 
of Days fhall open, and judge you by every jot and tittle 


therein? What fay thofe facred volumes? Why they 


teftify and declare to every foul of man, “ That whofo liveth 
in pleafure is dead while he liveth.” So that as long as you 


roll on in a continual courfe of fenfual delights and vain 
entertainments, you are dead to all the purpofes of piety 


and virtue; you are as odious to God as a corrupt rotten 
carcafe, that lies putrefying in the church-yard: you are as 


far from doing your duty, or working out your falvation, — 


and reftoring yourfelf to the divine favour, as a heap of dry 
| bones 
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bones nailed up In a coffin is from vigour and activity, 


Think, Sir, 1 conjure you, think upon this if you have an 
inclination to efcape the fire which will never be quenched. 
Would you be delivered from weeping, wailing, and 
gnafhing of tecth? Sure you would: but be certain this 
will never be done by amufements, which at the beft are 
trifling and impertinent, and for that, if for no other reafon, 
foofifh and finful. It is by fertoufnefs, it is by retirement, 
and mourning, you muft accomplifh this great and defirable | 
deliverance ; you muft not appear at the head of every filly 


_diverfion, but enter into your clofet, and fhut your door, 
commune with your own heart, and fearch out your fpirit: © 


the pride of life and all fuperfluity of naughtinefs mutt be put 
away, and you muft make hafte and delay not, for the time 


to come, to keep all God’s holy commandments, always — 
remembring that mighty finners muft be mightily penitent, 


rojeGts have been extremely prejudicial, 1 wifh I could not 
fay fatal and deftructive, to many : for this there is no amends, 
but an alteration of manners, as fignal and remarkable as 


your perfon and name. If you do not by this method re- 
medy in fome degree the evils that you have fent abroad, 


and prevent the mifchievous confequences that may enfue, 


- wretched will you be, yea wretched above meafure to all 
eternity: the blood of fouls will be laid to your charge, and 


God’s. jealoufy, like a confuming fire, will fmoke againft 


you: and you yourfelf will fee it in that day, when the 
mountains fhall quake and the hills melt, and the earth be 


burnt up at his prefence. Once more then I exhort you as 
a friend—I befeech you as a brother—I charge you, as a 


_mefienger from the great God, in his own moft folemn 


words, “To cait away from you your tranfgreffions, make you 
a new heart, and a new fpirit, fo iniquity fhall not be your 
ruin.” Now, Sir, my mind is eafed, I have difcharged the 
divine commiffion, in that I have fpoken to yor his words, — 
Whether you will hear, or whether you will forbear, hence- 
forward I am clear; I fhall inno wife be acceflary to your 


_ mifery 3 if you perifh, your blood will be on your own head, 


Perhaps you may be difpofed to contemn this and it’s ferious | 
purport; orto recommend it to your companions as a fit — 
fubje& for railing: but let me tell you beforehand, that for 
this, as well as for other things, God wil! bring you into judge- 


ment. He fees me now, I write; he will obferve you while 


you read. He notesdown my words in his book, and he © 
will note down your confequent procedure, fo that not upon» 
| me 
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ge but upon your own felf will your negle&ting or defpifing 

my fayingsturn. If you be wife, you fhall be wife for yourfelf. 

If thou fcorneft, thou alone fhalt bear it. Be not concerned, 

Sir, to know my name, it is enough that you will know this 
hereafter. Tarry but a little, till the Lord, even the moft 

' mighty God, fhafl call the heaven from above, and the earth, 
that he may judge his people ; and then you will fee me face 
toface ; there fhall I be ready at the dreadful tribunal, to joy 

and rejoice with you, if you regard my admonitions and live, 

or to be a {wift witnefs againft you, if you harden your heart, 


and will mind none of my counfels. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


REMARKS ON INFIDEL WRITERS, AND INFI-= 
DELITY. 


LETTER VL 


, SIR; 
Ix the fupplement to the Monthly Magazine, vol. 6, are 
contained fome obfervations en the Jegation of Mofes, by F. 

Schiller, profeffor of hiftory in the univerfity of Jenna: in 

which an attempt is made to account for the ufe of the Jewifh — 

religion ; denying it’s claim to a divige origin. | 

_ This writer feems to admit the truth of the facts concern - 

ing the bondage of the [fraelites in Egypt, and their deliver- 

ance and fubfequent eftablifhment in Canaan; but accounts 
|. for that deliverance in a manner very different from that of 

“ay Mofes.—He fays—The violent antipathy which the Egyp- 

tians fhewed to the defcendants of Jacob, originated from the 
circumftance of many of the latter being /eprous—that Mofes 
was inftigated to the project of ie his countrymen by 
ambition, and a bloody-hate to their oppreilors—that the mighty 
hand of Providence, hada hand in their deliverance; but nog 
_ that Providence which, by the ezolent weapon of miracles, in- 
tercepts the economy of nature—that Mofes learned the no- 
tion of the divine unity from the priefts of Egypt, by being 
initiated in the myfferies of Ifts and Serapis, which, he fays, 


were the models, whence, afterwards, the myiteries of Sa- 
mothrace and Eleufis, and in later times, the orders of free- 
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mafonry have been fhapen—that Mofes drew his plan of the» 


ark of the tefiimony from a facred box, called the ark of Sera- 


pis, which might Originally have been an emblem of hidden 
wifdom—that itis probable the education of Mofes coincided 


with the latter times of this Egyptian inftitution, or with the 


beginning of it’s declenfion, to judge from fome fooli/h mum- 
meries which the Hebrew lawgiver borrowed, and from fome 


_exceptionable tricks which he transferred—that there he be- 


came acquainted with the powers of nature, and fhewed him- 
felfa fkilful pupil, and that he had attained the higheft grade 
of initiation, being enabled to rival and excel the magicians — 
of Pharoah in his jugglertes—that he made the confidence of 


the Ifraelites in fuper-terrettrial proteétion, and a belief in 


fupernatural powers, aided by the fkill he had acquired in 


prieficraft and ftatecraft, the inftruments to effect his purpofe 
—that he accommodated his ideas of the deity, his Jao, to 


the local circumftances, and prejudices of his people, and 
thus arifes his Fehovah—that he flattered their vanity by mak- 


ing him their national God; and the only true God, and the 


childifh vanity of being exclufive favourites of the deity, was 


- now to operate in behalf of truth, and to become a vehicle for | 


the doétrine of an only God—the appearance to Mofes in the 
bufh, he calls an apparition; and obferves that Mofes as a 


_ prieft and ftatefman, knew that religion is the ftrongeft and 


moftt indifpenfable prop of every conftitution ; he was there- 


fore the God their deliverer alfo, in his fubfequent legiflation, 


and announces him with thofe attributes, which fuited his 
new deftination—in a word, that he became, for the benefit 


- ef the world, a betrayer of the myftertes, and diftributed over a 


whole community, what had hitherto been a property of the 


felect. 
While, for the above obfervations, we allow the author the 


-praife of ingenuity ; we muft hefitate in admitting that he has 


chofen a proper fubject on which to difplay it. fruitful in- 
vention and lively fancy may fuppofe and conjecture a variety 
of things; but ftill, fuppofitions and conjectures, are very 
different from facts, and the difcerning reader will not fail to 
make the diftinction. The above wild vagaries might afford 
fome amufement to the writer, but I fee no reafon to believe 
the public will be either amufed or edified by them. ‘They 
appear to me the moft extravagantly fanciful and improba- 


ble, the moft outrageous of hiftoric-verity, of any thing | ever 


met with. Such extravagancies, ori can never obtain cre- 
dit in any but thofe minds that poflefs a determined bias to 


What 


infidelity, and an inyincible prejudice againft all revelation. 
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that monftrous abfurdities wil! fome men (men of learn- 
ing not excepted) receive and propagate from a {ceptical difpos 
fition, 2 love of fingularity, a fondnefs: for novelty, a violent 
prejudice againft revealed truth, and for the purpofe of fup- 
porting a favorite hypothefis! If fuch glaring improbabi- 
lities can afford fatisfaction to men glorying in their emanci- 
pation from ancient prejudices, and the manacles of fuperftis 
tion and fafcination ; much good may it do them. They 
fhall enjoy it alone for me, they are far from being the objeéts 
of my envy, as they ever will be, I truft, of my emulations 
It is to be hoped, that not even the celebrity of this writer’s- 
name, will have the flighteft influence on the impartial ins 
guirer, in inducing him to imbibe fuch erudities;, » 
Here a few queitions arife, a folution of which will be ex- 
&ted before the preceeding dogmas are admitted. By what 
iftorical documents is the opinion fupported, of the caufe of 
the Egyptian hatred of the Ifraelites ?-Mofes’s learning the 
dogtrine of the divine unity from Egyptian priefts, and his 
borrowing this plan of the ark of the teftimony from the facred 
box in the temple.of [fis and Serapis* Are we, in this cafe, 
to be fatisfied with the author’s zpfe dixit? How ean the 
charge of ambition be faftened on the man whofe difpofition 
was evidently fo meek, and whofe adminiftration was fo for- 
bearing, fo benevolent, fo difinterefted ? Would not an am- 
bitious man have attempted to raife his own family, and to 
tranfmit the ruling power into their hands at his deceafe? | 
What treafures did he amafs? With what colourable pretext 
can it be faid, that the man fhewed,a bloody hate to the Egyp- 
tians, who exprefsly forbid all hatred of them? How could 
Mofes by mere juggleries have induced the incredulous Ifrael- 
ites, who were fo prone to mutiny and rebellion, to obey hing 
as they did; and to receive as divine inftitutions, what he ia 
pleafed to denominate fooli/h mummeries ? TVhey may appear 
fuch to this writer, but it 1s in confequence of the falfe medium 
through which he views them. How could Mofes perfuade 
that numerous people to believe, contrary to. the evidence of 
their fenfes, that they faw what they never did fee, or that they 
heard what they never did hear ?—-—-that the Red Sea divided 
to afford them a paflage, if it did not divide—that a miraculous 
cloud accompanied: and led them, if no fuch circumftance 
exifted—thar the earth opened to deftroy the mutinous, if it 
never did open? How could he make them believe that they 
_ Were conftantly fupplied with meat and drink, and their raiment 
remained undecayed for fuch a length of time, in a miraculous 
way, if they were never fo fupplied and preferved? There is 
3 A ne 
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no proof, that I ever met with, that were 
ever difbelieved by the contemporary Ifraelites or their defcen.« 
dants. down to the prefent day. How could Mofes have 


_ perfuaded them. to leave their families defencelefs three 


times a year, while they went up to Jerufalem to worfhip ; 
and. when furrounded by jealous and hoftile nations;———or 
to induce them to leave. their lands untilled every feventh 
year 5 if they had not believed fuch injunctions given on divine 
authority How: came Mofes to the Ifraelites, not onl 

the unity of God, but a morality more pure, more fublimg 
and more comprehenfive, than what. exifted in Egypt, or in 
any other part of the world, in that, or in many fubfequent 
ages? Neither {kill in prieft-craft nor flate-craft feems to be 
fufficient for thefe purpofes. If Mofes were a mere juggler, 
it is a wonder if not a miracle, that he was not detected by an 

among a people who cannot be faid to have wanted the ait. 
polition or opportunity to detect and impeach him for any un- 
fair dealings. Now all this is eafy if we admit that Mofes 


—— miracles and received his laws from God. This © 


a caufe commenturate. to the fecuring of his authority, and 
their acquiefcence and fubmiffion. Indeed, I do not fee how 


the efcape of fuch an unarmed multitude from Egypt, their — 


{upport in a wildernefs for forty years; the authority of Mofes | 
over them; the excellence of their theological, political, and 
moral inftitutions; and their ready acceptance of them as 


coming from God; can be accounted for on any other ground, 


_ If Mofes had no other affiftance than what Egyptian learn- 


‘Ing afforded him, it is very extraordinary that he fhould be 


able to give the Ifraelites a code of laws, political as well as 
moral, fo vaftly fuperior to what had ever exiftedin Egypt; 
and which were never equalled by any of the inftitutions of 
Minos, Lycurgus, Solon, Zelucus, Corandos, or Numa, ‘in fuc- 
ceeding periods. His fyftem contained no fecrets, like thofe of 
the Egyptian or Elafieian priefts, but courted the greatelt 


_ publicity. Nothing can more ftrongly favour of prieft craft 


than the affectation of myflery; and yet though the fyftem of 
Mofes is fo void of every degree, both of prieft-craft and flate- 
craft, and while this writer attributes to him great fkill in 
both, he attempts to exculpate the Egyptian priefts with the 
filly pretext of expediency, the never-failing plea of knaves. 
What inconfiftency ! It is greatly to be queftioned whether he 


| would have thought this plea valid in the cafe of Mofes, had 


there been any need of it. The privileges of the Mofaic 
economy (the kingly and prieftly offices excepted) were open 


toallnations. It was excellently) calculated to prevent arif- 


tocratical 
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tocratical predominance—oppreffion from individuals—and 
the feduétion’ of females; a practice very common in: this 
«age of reafon,’”” and againit which, I have not yet heafd, 
that gentlemen of this writer’s fentiments have’ vociferated 
their indignation. It was not intended to enrich the priett- 
hood ; and yet, if my memory does not fail me, in Egyprone 
third of the lands was devoted to their maintenance. It 
breathes a {pirit of mercy—forbids hatred of mankind, even 
‘ofthe Egyptians who had been their cruel oppreflors 
and enjoins univerfal love. | Was it likely ‘that the man who 
hhad a “bloody hate” of the Egyptians would havegiven fuch 
moral injunctions? The barbarous punifhments of modern ages, 
inftitutions of what has been confidered a more: enlightened 
policy, found no place in his code, no brutalizing the feelings 
of his countrymen, by breakings on the wheel— no “ Luke’s 
-jron crown, and Damiens’s bed of fteel ;"—-—no torturing 
boat or fcrew, or gibbeting on the highways——nor even 
the imprifoning an unfortunate man, neighbour or ftranger, 
for debt; leaving him to brood over his mifery and his beg 
gared family’s wrétchednefs, at the fuit, and during the: plea- 
fure of a mercilefs and unrelenting creditor’; are to be found 
in the lift of punifhments inftituted by Mofes. ‘Thefe were 
left to grace the judicial codes of more civilized nations’ and 
times. Neither ‘we find him confounding the degrees ‘of 
uilt, by configning the murderer and:he who robs his. neigh- 
ah from mere diftrefs, to the fame punifhment. Here the 
talents of this learned gentleman: might find full feope) and 
it would be doing himfelf more honour, and his ‘fellow crea- 
‘tures more advantage, than by malignantly abufing Mofes. 
But the cafe is this; he is out of humour: with the claim’ 6f 
Mofes to divine illumination. ‘Thefe laws were really given 
to the Ifraelites as written by “ the finger of God,” and 
attefted by miracles; by a man whofe integrity no fubtilty 
of malice can impeach; and received as fuch by an incredulous, | 
intractable, <cifcontented people. 1 do not know, ‘how’eithér 
the conduct of Mofes in giving, or the Ifrdelités in’ recéivin 
them as /uch, or the excellence of the inititutions themfelves, 
can’ be rationally accounted for, but on the ground of both 
having the cleareft evidence and fulleft conviction that they 
‘were pi God, attefted by miraculous proof. * ag 


And 


* With relation to the writings of the ews, it is altogether 
ondeniable, and is atruth of the utmoft weight and magnitude, 
that our accumulated difcoveries in {cience and philofophy, and 
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And why thould miracles be objected to? Why call them 


yvjolent weapons interrupting the economy of God Wij] 
any one fay, that they are impofiible and beyond the power ofan 
Almight Being, or that any law of nature was violated by 

s there any thing in them inconfiftent and unworthy 


_ of this character? Are not the fupporting the moral govern. 


ment of God-—making his great name known—advancing 


his own glory, and the happinefs of his rational creatures, 
by awakening their attention to thofe things which are of. 


the greateft confequence to their virtue and felicity; and not 

rformed merely to excite wonder, or gratify curiofity.—Are 
not thefe ends, | afk, worthy of God, and confiftent with the 
generally received notions of him, as an all-wife, all-powerful, 
and infinitely benevolent Being ? The Jaws of nature were not 
violated, but went on as regularly as if no fupernatural effec 


had been produced. Writers on miracles have been too 


incorrect in defining a miracle, a violation or contradi€tion of 


the laws of nature; for in the performance of them, what 


violation or contradiction is. offered to thofe laws? “ A mi- 


«¢ racle is an extraordinary or fupernatural effect of divine 


power, intended to anfwer fome extraordinary end in the 


moral government of God; or an appeal which the deity is 
“ pleafed to make to the common fenfe and reafon of man- 
kind, in favour of fome very interefting and important 


truth.” | 


It would have been better if the writers on miracles had 


exprefied themfelves more accurately on this fubject, and 
‘mot incautioufly have weakened the caufe they attempted to 
defend; by defining a miracle, “a violation or contradiétion 


all our progrefs in other parts of knowledge, have not enabled 
the wifeft of the moderns to excel the noble fentiments con- 
veyed in the didattics and devotional compofitions of the 
Old Teftament ; compolitions, many of which exifted, without 


difpute, before the earlieft. writings of heathen antiquity, and at 
a period, when thofe illuftrious inftru€tors of mankind the 


Greeks and Romans, were barbarous and unknown. It would 
gratify me much, | confefs, to be informed in what manner the 
~contemners of the Jews, and of the Mofaic Syftem account for 
this fingular phenomenon,” Wakefield, We have feen that the 


above writer, fuppofes they had their origin in Egypt, where 


it is well known, nothing exifted that could in any degree be 


_gompared with the Mofaic Syitem, Had the contrary been 


the cafe, the civilizers of Greece, fuch as Cecrops, Danaus, 


- Erefiheus and Cadmus, would have planted them there, for 


went originally from Egypt. 
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ef the laws of nature.” This is the fort of infdelity. Thus 
Voltaire fays, Miracles would argue two oppolite principles, 


the one undoing what the other did ;” that is, the power of » 


miracles undoing the power of nature. Here alfo, Hlume takes 
his ground. Even Farmer, in his very valuable treatife on 
the fubject of miracles, has fallen into the fame miftake.+ 
This feems to have arifen from their not obferving the 
important diftinction between the Jaws and the courfe of nae 
ture.t ‘ The Jaws of nature are properly the rules by which 
“ the courfe of nature is directed ; the principles from whence 


© it flows. The courfe of nature, therefore, may in fome 


« inftances, and fora while be ftopt, or altered, and yet the 


_ € Jaws of nature remain the fame, and every way inviolate.” 


May we not with the higheft reafon fuppofe, “ That it isno way 
“ inconfiftent with the divine appointments, and smmutability 

“ of the iaws of nature, that the deity fhould referve to him- 
“ {elf a power, on extraordinary occafions, and for important 
 purpofes, of acting independently of that eftablifhment, 
“ though not contradictory to it? However, it is certain 
“ created nature is not infinite, and the Deity may, whenever 
“ he pleafes, add to it fuch phenomena as not to depend upon, 


© nor rife out of it’s prefent principles in the ufual courfe of 
_ their operations, and which we call miracles.” 


| Tam your’s,&c. SOPHRON. 
Auguft 6tht799- 


+ Dr. Price, in his difcourfe on Providence, and Butler, in 
his Analogy, have indeed avoidea it. , But, I would particu- 
jJarly refer the reader to fome excellent obfervations in Turner’s 
Effays, from which the above quotations are taken. 

t * To fay that a miracle is am effett above the power of 


_ nature, is oné thing, and to fay it is a violation of her laws, is 
- another. The Almighty may produce effe&ts above the 


power of nature, or very different from her, ufual courfe or 
manner of operation, without doing any vzolence to her laws, 
or even turning afide her courfe from the point to which he 
‘6 at firft dire&ted it. He can, if he pleafe, create new worlds 
‘‘ without difturbing the order of the old. If God produce 
effe€ts that nature cannot, nature is {till what fhe was, and 
her laws the fame. A power may be exceeded, and fuper- 
“¢ feded, and yet net deftroyed, nor even contradiéied. God is 
‘6 Lord of nature, and of all her powers; (of which we know 
s* but very little comparatively) they are all his fervants; they 
** move at his will, or ftand {till at his command, to make way 
*° for the extraordinary difplays of his wifdom and power.’, 
Turner, as above, | 
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YOU will, excufe intrufion your attention 


at this time; fenfible I am, that’ you will find ‘the following 


lines very imperfect, and perhaps entirely unworthy your 
notice ; but when you confider that they come from one of tlie 
weakeft of her fex, you will know how to pardon. "The fubjeg& 
with which] trouble you is, the manner of Singing among ‘the 
General Baptifts, among whom I have been a confiderable 
time, and which has caufed fome anxiety in my mind. Jt 
would perhaps be in your power (if you do not think) it unwor- 


‘thy your notice), to give me fome relief. I have obferved in 


the finging, much of the manner ufedin country churches. 
There is a felect party fixed either in a corner of the meeting, 
or ina gallery, and thefe are almoft the only fingers. Now, 
st appears to me, that the hymns concern all, and I think all 
that can, fhould join: but whether the people think they 
fhould not, or whether the frequent new tunes, and thefe, 
perhaps, are fo full of fine airs, and different parts fung folo by 


treble, &c. and there ee; treble fung to almoft all the tunes, 
which te put thofe out who are, like me, no great 


fingers : whether. thefe are any of the reafons why the bulk of 


the congregation fit mute, I cannot tell, But this I think, 


that finging is a folemn, glorious part of worfhip, in which 
all that have tafted of the love of. Jeius, ought to engage with 
the deepeft reverence and the greateft compofure ; inftead of - 
which, it is too often the cafe that the eyes of the péople in 
general, are directed to that part where the fingers are placed, 
as foon as the finging begifis; and I am fearful Jeft there 
fhould be more thought on the manner of finging, than the 
fubject of the hymn; andI am apt to think, that learning to 
fing fo much, will render the minds of the fingers light and 
ifing, if not proud; the latter I have in general obferved 
to be an attendant on fingers. It will perhaps be thought, that 
i write this,becaufe I do not like finging. But this is not the 
cafe; for thoughI have not what you may call a fine ear for 
either finging or mulic, I like to hear both. But it {trikes 
me, that.the time of public worfhip is not the time to: pleafe 

the ear; but for all to join in an humble manner to praife that 
God, from whom we fo continually derive the comforts ‘of 
this life, and our hopes for a. future. I would not have‘it 
thought that I would have the finging all confufion. By no 


means. I would have all things * done decently and in order.”, 


Tf you, Mr. Editor, or any of your correfpondents, think % 
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worthy your notice, fo far as to make a few rematks on this 
fubject, it would perhaps be ufeful to many, but efpecially to 
me; andif you fhould think it unwdrthy your attention, 
hope you will pardon me for troubling you, 
May all who profefs to know Jefus and him cracified, be 
looking forwards to that glorious ftate where we fhall 
the bleft aflembly above, and praife our God in more exalted 
N. B. 


ftrains! 
. 


To the Editer of the General Baptif?. Magazine. 


DEAR SIR, 


_ AT page 213, volume II. of your edifying Magazine, one 
of your readers wifhes for a plain and comprehenfive account 
of juftification according to the {cripture, that an honeft en- 

quirer may be well fatisfied when he is juftifed in the fight of 
God. The following pages Contain an attempt, by the divine 
bleffing, to give the honeft enquirer fatisfa€tion; which, if 
it appear to you, Sir, to be tolerably fuited for what it is de- 
figned, you are at liberty to infert it, as foon as convenient, in — 
your monthly mifcellany; and, by inferting it you will ho-— 
mour yours, &c. 
J. T 


a Take fome notice of the meaning of the word juitify, 
with proof and illuftration of the fenfe of the word, and the 
meaning of juftification, &c. J al 

 Tojuttify, is to acquit a perfon from a charge on accufation, 


‘This is the certain meaning of the term juftify, from both — 
our beft etymologifts, the holy {criptures, and the allowed 
fenfe of the word in converfation ; and it is the full meaning, 
except, which is nearly the fame, and evidently included in 
acquitting from fome charge, the aflerting or declaring the 
perfon righteous. If a perfon be acquitted from any Charge by 
accufation, he is, by that acquittance, declared to be righteous, 
at leaft, in refpe& to that aétion, which was the occafion or 
pretended occafion of the charge brought againft him; con- 
fequently when a perfon is juitified from all things, then he 
_ -4sefteemed and declared completely righteous. 
__ The gofpel mentions many glorious and precious bleffings, — 
all which are enjoyed by every believer in Jefus: fome 
among the principal of thefe, are pardon, redemption, recon=- _ 
Ciliation, peace with God, danctification, purification, and 


juftification, 
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fuftification. Yt would be well if thefe were rightly under» 
all Chriftians, and efpecially by all but 
they are often confounded, and fo the diftin& feripture fic. 
-_nification is not retained as diftinctly as might be. The com. 
mon, and almoft neceffary effect of this confufion, is often very. 
evident in preaching and experience; but to fpeak particu 
larly of this confufion and the effects of it, is not our bufinefs 
Pardon does not in any fenfe qualify for heaven. A pars 
doned finner cannot go to hell; becaufe, his fins being par 
_doned, there is nothing for which he can be condemned, 
Redemption is deliverance, when diftinguifhed from pardon; 
and in it’s fulleft fenfe it is deliverance from ali fin; and from al} | 
the effects of it forever. Reconciliation is the receiving a _ 
perfon into favour, and peace with God feems to be nearly the 
fame as reconciliation ; but perhaps, ftrictly fpeaking, it is 
reconciliation perpetuated. Sanctification fignifies fetting 
apart, and gofpel fanétification, is the difpofing of the mind 
to holinefS and God. Purification fuppofes defilement, and 
means the cleanfing of the foul from that dehlement. By the two 
Jaft bleffings believers are fitted and difpofed for heaven, as 
to their flate: but, by juftification, the believer is fitted for 
heaven, as to his character. He is righteous, his juftification 
declares he is. Heaven is prepared for the righteous, before 
the foundation of the world. ‘The juftified perfon has a pro- 
per title to heaven, as he is righteous. | ee 
Several paflages of fcripture will demand our attention, in 
order, a little more fully to illuftrate juftincation. To juftify, 
is to. acquit from a charge, whether the charge be juft or 
-unjuft, with or without a foundation. ‘The Lord Jefus Chrift 
was unjufily charged by his blood-thirfty enemies, while alive, 
with being animpoftor, a deceiver, a partner with Beelzebub, 
an enemy to God, a feditious member of fociety, and many 
more abominable flanders. But the apoftle fays, * He wasde- 
clared to be the Son of God with power, according to the {pi- 
rit of holinefs, by the refurrection from the dead.”’ and, juf- 
tified in the fpirit.” The evident meaning of juftified, here is, 
Chrift was, when raifed from the dead, acquitted from every 
yile accufation, and proved to be the Meffiah of God. Another 
circumftance, in the hiftory of John the Baptift’s miffion and 
miniftration, by which our former remarks, and our fubject 
_ will be further illuftrated, we have Luke vii. 29, 30.—‘ The | 
publicans juftified God, being baptifed with the baptifm of 
John.” This is contrafted with the difpofition and conduct | 
of the pharifees and lawyers, who rejected the counfel of ary 
| 
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againft themfelves, being not baptifed of John. ‘Thefe latter 
tacitly accufed the Divine Being who had fent the Baptift, and 
in their hearts difapproved of the divine fcheme, divulged by 
Jobn; but thofe vindicated and acquitted the blefled God in 
_ their approbation of his divine Will, and voluntary regard to © 
divine appointment. 7 
_ From the paflages juft named, with feveral more which 
might be added, we remark, 


ft. We faid, that to juftify, is to acquit, whether a perfon 
were juftly or unjuftly charged ; fo in thefe inftances, none 
will that the blefled Jefus was charged ju/ftly with 
being a deceiver and an impoftor: thefe charges were falfe 
and wicked ; but if Chrift had not been raifed from the dead, _ 
and raifed on’ the third day too, the charges would have been 
proved true; he would have been an impoftor; yet, being 
raifed, he was by that acquitted, and pronounced righteous; o 
“ declared to be the Son of God by the refurrection from 
2d. Herice the very great impropriety of confounding — ‘7 
juftification with pardon, as if the terms were fynonimous. — g 
{f to juftify be to pardon, then the publicans pardoned the — ¥ 
blefled God, becaufe they juftified him; but can any thing ci 
be more extraordinary than this? not to fay any thing, how a 
impious it is, and how near it approaches towartds blafphemy 


The fame will apply to Chrift. But, fure none will fay that; 
when Chrift was raifed from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, his fins were pardoned ! 
The perfectly Holy Jefus could not heed forgivenefs of fin, 
for in him there was no fin; but he did need juftification 
from the falfe accufations and flanders of the Jews. Sir; 
we remember that that deceiver faid, while he was yet alive, 
after three days I will rife again.—Say ye, his difciples came 
by night, and ftole him away while we flept. And, if this 
T come to the governor’s ears, we will perfuade him, and fecure 
you. So they took the money and did as they were taught: 
and this faying is-commonly reported among the Jews until . 
this day.” Matt. xxvii. 63. xxviii. 13, 14, 15. Every body 
fees, that, if Jefus had not rifen from the dead, he muft, per- 
petually, have borne the fcandal attached to the opprobrious 
appellation, “ that deceiver.” But, eternal glory is his due, 
he is juftified from it ! mad 
_ We proceed to fpeak direftly of the juftification of a 
believer in Fefus. Nothing is more certain, nothing more 
evident than that, * all have finned and come fhort of the 
glory of God.” As finners all are condemned! *curfed is 
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every one that continueth notin all things that are written 
in the book of the law to do them,” fettles the point beyond 
difpute. 7 

To juftify a believer is to acquit him -from this. dreadful 
curfe, or to declare him righteous and not under the. curfe. 
To be juftified, and to be not condemned ; to be delivered 
from condemnation, and to be redeemed from the curfe of 
the law, are nearly fynonymous in the phrafeology of the 
_ New Teftament.. Compare Adts xiii. 39. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 
John v. 24. Rom. vill, 1. with many more. To juitify, is 
not, ftrictly fpeaking, to make righteous; but is rather the 
confequence of being :made righteous; or, in plainer words, 
the confequence of being righteous, It would be very ftrange 
indeed, if we were to fay the publicans made God righteous. 
He was righteous before they juftified him, and they vindi- 
cated the righteoufnefs of God in what they did. So are be- 
lievers in Jefus righteous, prior to their juftification. They. 
are made righteous by the obedience of one; viz. Chrift, the 
_ Lord our righteoufnefs. Jer. xxiti. 6. Rom..v. 19.. iii. 22. 
dfa. xlv. 24. And their juftification is, ftrictly fpeaking, the 


declaration of this: “ Who. fhall lay any thing to the charge 


of God’s ele&! It is God that juftifeth; who is he that 
condemneth.”’ “ Deliver him from going down into the pit: 
I have found a ranfom.”? Rom. viii. 33» 34, Job. xxxiil. 24. 
If to juftify, be to.declare. righteous, or to vindicate the righ- 
teoufnefs of a perfon, that perfon muft neceflarily be righteous 
before 1 can acquit him. Thus much of the nature of gofpel 
juttincation in the fight of God, and of the ftate of the perfon 
whoenjoysit. He isa believer in Chrift accepted and com- 
plete in Chrift: the righteoufnefs of God which is by faith 
_ in Chrift Jefus, is given to him, gratis, of the divine bounty; — 
and put upon him asarobe, or garment; and though of him- 
felf he is a finner, and all his righteoufnefs but as filthy 
rags; yet, the righteoufnefs which he has received is a per- 
fet righteoufneis; and therefore it is no more, in ~ 
view, than juftice to juftify him. 3 
_ It will, perhaps, be agreeable and of fome benefit to an 
honeft enquirer, to add a few words on the grace of God, ma- 
nifefted in juftification. On this, we need only attend toa 
few texts of {cripture which are quite plain and eafy, giving 
infinite encouragement to finful men, and dire€@tly redounding 
to the glory of the God of all grace. _ Ae 
_ This juitification to the believer, is free. In his own per- 
- fon he is unworthy of it. Divine grace is at the bottom of 
every part of our happinefs; divine grace beftows and non 
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_. parts every diftinét part of falvation. Juftification is one princt- 
pal part of it, and, like all the ret, is of grace. —“ Being jultified 
freely by his grace. —Being juftified by his grace, 8c.” Rom. 
‘iii, 24. Tit. iii. 7. In other paffages, the holy writers fay, 
—we-are juftified by Chrift. “ And by Aim all that believe are 
juftified from all things; and, my righteous fervant fhall 
juftify many; for he fhall bear their iniquities.” Acts Xi. 
39. Ifa. lili. 11. The Lord Jefus, it is evident, is fet forth _ 
as the mediator between God and man, and that he juftifies — 
as he opens the way for juftification, by paying the redemp- 
fion-price. | 

This is evident from two paflages to which we have juft 
referred. “ He fhall juftify many, for he /bali bear their int- 
quities. Being juftified:freely by his grace, through the 
demption that is in Chrift Fefus.” Hence let every juftihed be- 
liever remember that he is indebted to Chri/t entirely for 
his juftification ; becaufe there is no poffible way with which — 
we are acquainted, by which juftification could be enjoyed by 
us, if Chriit had not laid down his life and given himfelf a 
ranfom for us. “ Therefore,” fays the apoftle, “ much more 
then being juftified by his blood, we fhall be faved from wrath 
through him.” Rom. v. g._ Once more, it is very common 
_ With the facred writers to afiert, that we are juftified by fazth, 
and through faith, &c. Rom. ili. 25,°26, 28, 30, v. I. with 
_ many more. Here faith is not oppofed to grace, but it is. 
oppofed to works, exprefily ; and very rightly, becaufe grace 
has immediately to do in our juftification before God, but 
- works have not todo in ¢his juttification, Faithin Chrift is 
the way 4 which juftification is received ; and by faith it 
* Is received, and becomes the ineftimable privilege of the be- 
liever. Finally, on this head, “It is God,” fays the apoftle, 
** that juftifies.”” Rom. viii. 33. When the holy writer fays 
this, he does the bleffed God the greateft honour, and glori- 
oufly encourages ‘the believer. God, in his infinite wifdom 

and love, laid the plan for our juftification, a plan every wa 
bécoming infinite wifdom, and perfectly confiftent with all 
the attributes of the Deity ; but when the apoftle fays, * it is 
God that juftificth,” it feems more natural to apply thie %o 
the pajfing of the fentence of juftification than the continuance 
of the plan. When a finner turns from his fins to God, ‘and 
believes in the Lord Jefus as the gofpel encourages, then 
his fins are pardoned, he is freed from condemnation. “The 
gracious God declares him to be a juft,- a righteous man.” 
declare, I fay, at this time righteoufnels, that he might 
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be juft, and the juftifier of him that believeth in Jefus.”” Rom, 
 jii. 26. Juftification originates, terminates, and is completed 
in God. He contrived the {cheme and he paffes the fentence, 
The divine fentence is found often in the divine book, in 
fuch language as this. ‘“ ‘There is, therefore, now no con- 
-demnation to them which are in Chrift Jefus, who walk not 
_ after the flefh, but after the fpirit: for the law of the fpiri¢ 
of life in Chrift Jefus, hath made me free from the law of fin and 
death. He that believeth on him is not condemned.’’ Rom, 
Vili. r, 2. John iii. 18. The honeft enquirer, then, if he 
be a believer in Jefus, muft adyert to the facred book for 
evidence of his juftification. God hath faid it, and {fo it is; 
every believer is juftified. Which naturally leads to our 
next general remark, viz. 4 

The evidence which we have from the plain and pofitive 
vaffertions of fcripture that believers are thus juftified. As 
this is a point of fuch great importance, it is natural to ex. 
pect the greateft punctuality concerning it, in the holy 
writings. This will be found in the following paflages, I hope 
to our complete fatisfaction. 

1. This is moft pofitively aflerted concerning ail believers 
in general, in the moft unexceptionable manner. ‘“ All that 
believe are juftified from all things,” Rom. xiii. 39. . 

_2. When the apoftle is enumerating and defcribing the 
privileges and the bleffed ftate of believers in Jefus, including 
himfelf, he, with the greateft propriety, places this the frit, 
and {peaks in the moft decided manner, as taken for granted 
by all, and difputed by none. ‘“ Therefore demmg juftified by | 
faith” being now juftified’” Rom. v. I. 9. Being now 
| — is very emphatical, and not only determines the fac, 

ut the #ime when the faét took place. It takes place upon 
believing ; not before. He that believeth is not condemned ; 
_ but, he that believeth not, is condemned already. Being now © 
juftified teaches us further, that the glorious circumftance is 
not to be enjoyed at fome future time ; when we have been 
believers many years; a little before we die; at the point of 


‘rath or at the day of judgment. Our juftification is not 


_tocommence then ; but we are now juftified. | 
_ 3. This inutterably precious doctrine is afferted in the 
_ plaineft words, and addreffed and applied to a particular church, 
the church at Corinth. 1 Ep. vi. 11.—“ Ye are juftified.” 
He addreffes it to all; he applies it to all, and to every one of 
_ the church at Corinth: Could the apoftle have done thus, 
if all were not in the fame ftate? if all were sc aaa 
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As believers in Chrift all were fo, whether they had been 


believers ten years or ten days; becaufe all that believe are 


juftified. | 


4. The fame bleffed truth is déclared, and applied to the 


‘tate of an individual. Luke xvii. 14. “I tell you, this man 


went down to his houfe juftified,” This is the folemn, gra- 
cious and plain affertion of the bleffed Jefus, concerning 


the poor publican, who, fenfible of his own meannefs and 


finfulnefs, ftood at a diftance, {mote upon his breaft, would not 
tift up his eyes unto heaven; but, prayed for mercy, and 
prayedin faith. A moft fubftantial proof that every believe 


ing penitent is juftifed. 


Finally, “ ‘Chat an honeft enquirer may be well fatisfied 


when he is ju‘tified in the fight of God,” let him fincerely — 


regard the following hints. | 
1. Let the honeft enquirer recollect and have his mind 


duly affected with the truth ftated and illuftrated above ; 
the meaning of juftification; the nature of it; the ftate of 


them who are juttified; the reality of the thing, that it isa 


real fact. Let him diligently examine the divine book, like 


the Noble Bereans, whether things be fo or not . 
2. The honeft enquirer muft be a believer in Jefus for 
himfelf; otherwife it is zmpoff/ible for him to gain fatisfa&tion 


that he is juftified; becaufe none but believers are juitified ; 


unbelievers are condemned. 

3. The way by which a believer muft have evidence of 
his jultification, is to deleve that he is juftified, on the divine 
teftimony which declares and aflerts that he-is fo. All that 
believe are juftified from all things.’? ‘The rational evidence 


of this blefled {tate is from the divine declaration only. Spi- 


ritual and experimental evidence follows, not goes before, 
this rational evidence. Spiritual and experimental evidence, 
is peace with God, accefs to the divine favour, joy in hope 


_ of the glory of God, and fuch like. Rom. v. 1—11. 


4. ‘The enquirer mutt believe that he is juftified; but he 


‘muft not miftake this for believing in Chrift. The order is - 


thus. He mutt believe in Chrift before he can be juftifed ; 


and then, when he is a believer in Chrift, he will be juftified ; 
he is juftified, whether his own evidence of his juftification be 
dark or bright, weak or ftrong; and his fatisfaétion will be 
proportioned by the knowledge he has of the gofpel, and his 
confidence in that declaration which aflerts that all believers 
are juftified. His juftification is before his believing that 


he is juftified, and intirely independent on it; but the farif. 


_~ faétion depends on his believing that he is juftified. His 


 juitification — 


= Pd 
4 
4a 
bie 
re 
d 
4 
s 
+ 
te 
4 
Ai 
a 
Sad 
4s 
re 
& 
f i 
wea 


346. CORRESPONDENCE. 


juftification 1s folely the work of God, upon his believing — 
an Chrift; but -his fatisfaction of mind, with regard to his 
_ juftification, will vary as his views of divine truth vary, and 
as his confidence varies. “ Thou wilt keep him in perfect | 
» whofe mind.is flayed on thee ; becaufe he trufteth in 
thee.” Ifa. xxvi. 3. 
Once more, and we conclude, Let the honeft enquirer 
pote well, the {cripture does not fpeak of the juftification of 
_ (fach and fuch perfons, as perfons; nor of this nation, nor of - 
that family, nor of fuch circumftances in life, nor of ,fuch 
_. james; whether the name of my family or my religion; but — 
_ of belrevers, of all believers. Hence, let no reader of thefe 
_ pages, think that he is juftified in the fight of God, on any 
account, for any reafon whatever, if he be not a believer in 
 Jefus Chrift; but let every believer in Jefus reft -perfeétly . 
_ Satisfied that he is juftified before God ; for “ all that believe 
gre juftified from all things.” If the honeft enquirer bea 
believer, he is juttified ; for all believers are fo; and nothing 
can prevent his fatisfaction that he is, but his not believing it, — 
God blefs him! Amen. 


Augufi tf, 1799- 


TO THE INHABITANTS OF ROCHESTER, CHATHAM, | 
STROOD, AND THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. a 


The appress the society, formed to promote the 
more general Knowledge and Practice of real Chriftianity, 
by eftablifhing Sunday Schools, 


A WELL meant attempt to promote the religion of Jefus 
Chrift, evidently claims your friendly regard and affiftance. 
Your profeffion of his blefied name, involyes an obligation 
toavow your decided attachment to the interefts of his king- 
dom. This obligation feems peculiarly heightened in the 
prefent day of over{preading blafphemy and infidelity. The 
operations of Providence around us, are fingularly ftriking 
and awful. We fee the heavens and the earth fhaken; war 
extending it’s horrid ravages; and infidelity with vice and 
mifery sn her train, diffuffing her malignant influence among 
the nations ; yet dark as this profpect is, there are fome beams 
of light appearing in our horizon, to which the Chriftian 
turns with pleafure. It is the dawn we truft of “a morning | 
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wjthout clouds.” With admiration and gratitude we have 
beheld the uncommon fpirit of zeal, with which Chriftians: 
of all denominations have cordially united their exertions, 
to fpread the knowledge of their fe and Saviour through 


every quarter of the globe. Within the laft three years much — 


_has been done, and much more may. be rationally expected 5 


fince, inftead of ftriving about words and forms, in which - 


much of their zeal formerly evaporated, they are now of 
one determined mind to oppofe the common enemy of thei 


once crucified Lord. May he cherifh that facred flame al- é 


ready kindled, and may the everlafting gofpel ere long reach 
the ears of every creature under. heaven. ‘To accomplifh 
this very defirable end, we now call upon you, our fellow 


Chriftians, of every denomination, both in the eftablifhment - 


and out of it, to lend us every jaid and affiftance in your 


power, in forming afid carrying on the prefent very important | 


—inftitution; which has for.it’s principal object the inculcating® 
and inftilling, into the minds of the youth of both fexes, in thefe 
towns, the knowledge of. the religion of Jefus Chrift; by 
adopting the following plan, rules, ‘regulations, &c. refpeét- 
ing the eftablifhment of Sunday {chools, diftributing religious 
tracts, and viliting the fick poor. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


On Wednefday ‘the 24th of July, the Rev. Stephen 


Gurteen was ordained at Canterbury, paffor of the indepen- - 


dent church, with which the Rev. and truly refpeétable 
Mr. Sheldon has been connected about half a century. 
The fervice. was conducted by the following minifters; Mr. 
Ralph of Maidftone began with prayer-and reading the 
{criptures; Mr. Slateree of Chatham delivered an intro. 


ductory difcourfe, and received the confeffion of faith; Mr. 


George Townfend of Ramfgate prayed the ordination prayer 3 


Mr. William Humphreys of Hammerfmith gave the charge 


from 1. Tim. iv,.16. “ Take heed unto thyfelf, and unte 
_ the do&rine; continue in them: for in doing this, ‘thou 
fhale-both fave thyfelf, and them that: hear thee.” Mr. John 


Humphreys. of Union-ftreet, Southwark, predched to the 


people from 1. Thefl. iii. 8. “ For now we live, if ye ftand 
faftin the Lord.” And Dr. Lake of Kenfington concluded 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


with prayer. In the evening, -Mr. William Humphrey# 
preached from Philip: i. 23. “ Forl amin a ftrait betwixe 
two, having a defire to depart, and to be with Chrift, which 
is far better;’’ and Mr. Laxon of Feverfham began, and 
Mr. Prieftly of Deal concluded the fervice with prayer. 
The day was folemn and delightful. One circumftance,. 
’ however, of an unpleafant nature attended it, viz. that an 
unhappy woman was exccuted in the city, during the time 
of fervice, for the murder of her hufband. 
On Thurfday, Auguft 1ft. the Rev. John Kingsford | 
was ordained at Deal, paftor of the General Baptift Church, 
late under the paftoral careof Mr. James Fenn, who, about four 
years ago, went to America. Mr. John Kingsford of Portf- 
mouth began the fervice by prayer, and reading the thirty- 
third chapter of Ezekiel, and the third chapter of the former 
epiftle to Timothy. Mr. Jofeph Hobbs, prayed the gencral | 
ir i Mr. William Martin of Dover delivered an intro- 
_ ductory difcourfe on the nature of a gofpel church, Mr. 
_ Hobbs then propofed the queftions to the minifter and people. 
Mr. Sampfon Kingsford prayed the ordination prayer, and, 
with the other minifters, laid hands on Mr. Kingsford. 
Mr. Dan Taylor delivered the charge, from 1. Pet. v. 2, 
3,4. “ Feed the flock of God which are among you, taking 


the overficht thereof; not by conftraint, but willingly ; not — 


for filthy lucre; but of a ready mind; neither as being lords 
God’s heritage, but being enfamples to the flock. And 
when the chief Shepherd fhall appear, ye fhall receive a crown 
of glory th+t fadeth not away.” Mr. Sampfon Kingsford 
delivered the difcourfe to the people, from Phil. ii. 2. former 
part. “ Fulfl ye my joy.” Mr. D. Taylor concluded the 
fervice with prayer. Mr. Kingsford of Portfmouth read 
out the pfalms and hymns, at proper intervals, through the 
fervice. He alfo preached in the evening, to the unconverted, 
from Heb. ii. 3. ‘How fhall we efcape if we neglect fo 
great falvation?” It was a day of pleafing folemnity, and we 


 truft of real advantage to many who attended. 


On Wednefday the 14th of the prefent month, Auguft, | 
Mr. George Harditafle was ordained at Kirkby-woodhoufey 
near Mansheld, Nottinghamfhire, to the paftoral office among 
the General Baptifts in that place and neighbourhood. ‘The 
fervice was begun by Mr. J. Deacon of Leicefter, with 
fuitable portions of {cripture and [prayer. 
Deacon ,alfo gave out the hymns, through.the whole of the 
fervice. Mr. Robert Smith of Nottingham, delivered an 
antsoductory difcourfc on diffenting from national religious 

eftablifhments 
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eftablifhments ; he alfo propofed the queftions to the church 
and the minifter. Mr. Samuel Deacon of Barton offered up 
the ordination prayer, with impofition of Hands. Mr. Ben- 
jamin Pollard of Quorndon delivered the charge to the or- 
dained minifter, from Tit: ii. 7, 8. “In all things fhewing 
thyfelf a pattern of good works: in doctrine, /hewing uncor= 
ruptnefs, gravity, fincerity, found fpeech that cannot be con- 
demned ; that he that is of the contrary part may be afhameds 


having no evil thing to fay of you.” Mr, S. Deacon delivered 


a difcourfe to the church, from Jer. iii. 15. “1 will give you paf- 
tors according to mine heart, which fhal] feed you with know- 
ledge and underftanding.”” Mr. Charles Briggs of Gofbertons 
concluded the folemn fervice with prayers 
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SELECT PUBLICATIONS. 


Snecdotes, Religious, Moral, and Entertaining; Alphabetically 


arranged, and inter[perfed with a variety of ufeful Obfervations. 


Selefted by Charles Buck.—285 pages, 12me. 35. 6d. in | 


boards, | 


THEsE anecdotes are feleéted from various authors, on 
various fubjects, alphabetically arranged; and are accompanied 


with pertinent obfervations ; they fupply much matter for 
agreeable converfation; and many of them are adapted to 
_make the beft impreffions on the hearts of thofe who read 
them. ‘They are worthy of being recommended to young 
people efpecially ; and may be read to advantage by all. 


An Apology for the Doérine of the Trinity, being a Chronological 


View of what is recorded concerning the Perfon of Chrift, the 
Holy Spirit, and the Bleffed Trinity ; whether in the Sacred 
Writings, or in Fewifh, Heathen, and Chriftian Authors. 

_ By the Rev. David Simpfon, M. A. 659 pages, Sve. 


After along introduétion, this piousauthor (for fuch he feems 
tohave been) divides his defign into feven parts ; and fub< 
divides thefe parts into a great number of fections. Two 


Pry advantages may be derived from the work by 
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ferious attentive readers, who have different views of the 
fubject difcuffed in it. In the firft place, they have, perhaps, 
all that can be found in {fcripture, collected in one volume, 
which either directly or indirectly refpects, or is thought to 
_ refpect the doctrine of the Trinity. ‘Ichey have, fecondly, 

4 very great number of extracts from a multitude of ancient 
and modern authors; and many of thefe are very valuable, 
on feveral accounts. Mr. §. appears to ftate the arguments 
on both fides of the queftion with impartiality ; and if he be 
mot allowed to be a very acute logician, it cannot be denied 
that he appears to have read much upon the doctrine of the | 
‘Trinity, and witha confiderable degree of attention, 


CHEAP RELIGIOUS TRACTS, | 


No. I. An Addrefs to Chriftians, recommending the diftri. 
bution of cheap religious ‘Tracts, 12mo. 16 pp. price id, 
or 5s. 6d. per 100. (Williams, Stationers’ Court.) 
No. II. Vivian’s Dialogues, on the Principles of Religion, 
24 pp. price rid. or 7s. 6d. per 100. a es 
No, ILI. Subje&s for Confideration, 8 pp. price one half- — 
_ penny, or 3s. per 100. 
No. IV. The End of Time, from Dr.: Watts, 16 pp. 
price id. &c. 
No. V. Watts’s Songs for Children, 24 pp. price 13d. &c, 

‘No. VI. Converfation and Death of Lord Rochefter, 8pp. 
price one halfpenny, &c. 

No. VII. On the Fourth Commandment, 4 pp. price one — 
farthing, or 1s, 6d. per 100. . | 

No. VIII. Addrefs to a Youth, 8 pp. price one half: 
penny, &c. 

The above Traéts are publifhed by the Religious Trai 
Society. The following are alfo uniform with them, and at 
the fame prices. | 

The Affembly’s Catechifn, with the proofs at length, 
pp. price 13d. or 7s. 6d. per 100. 
~ Watts’s Firft Catechifm, 8 pp. price one halfpenny. _ 
Do. Prayers for Children, Alphabet of Prudence, &c. 


_ We intend, God willing, to infert the Addrefs to Chrif- 
tians” at large in our next number ; dnd hope it will produce 


fome good effeéts in the minds of many of our readers. > | 
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Account of Cath received and expended by the Committee 
who direct the Inftruction of young Miniiters, in one year, 
beginning Midfummer, 1798, ending Midfummer, 1799. 


Collected from Churches. 


Kegworth 6 165 \ 
g: 
Church-lane 6: 
C. Donington’ 10 12 0 
Hinkly 18:4 2 
Nottingham 20 
Redford 
| 
Witbeach 3 16 6 
Spalding 200 
Bolton 144 °8 6 
Quorndon 15 II Iz 
Leiceiter 2 16 
Leak | 7 15 
Gofberton 
Queenfhead 
Kilingholm 


Annual Subfcriptions. 
Frier, Wm. Oo 10 
Afhwell 
Heard 
Barrow 
Mr..A | 


No 


y 

5 
2 
Taylor, W. I 
Barrowcliff I 
Pollard I 
Carter, R. I 
T. I 
oughty I 
Mr. I 
Smith, J. I 
Mr. H. | I 
Raynor O 
Goodacre 
Shipftone 
Hurft O 
Kingsford | I 
Antereft received 11 


O 
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Donations Funded. 
Nov. 17938. 


Mrs. Hollis 20° 
Jan. 1799. 
Mr. Holmes 10°\6 0). 
June26,Mr.Radfordg 3 o 
Mr. Garrat 6 
Lowrie. 
|Mrs. Dolman O10 6 
|— Parkinfon OF 


Received for the Inftitution, 


this lait Kear. 


By Collections & 
| Subfcriptions 150 18 oO 
‘Donations 41. 
. 
Expended 130: 
Funded 0 
In hand 19 6 10 
-4 


| Received rol. 6s. 10d. over ex-_ 
pences befide the Donations. . 


Expences, for the fame time. 


1798. Chriftmas, } year 


Febr. board, &c. 68 8 O 
1799, Lady day, 
a ad 27 12 6 
1799, Midfummer 
Ido, do. 30 12 Oo 
Poftage Ob 
Expence at feveral | 
Meetings on the 
occafion, and go- 
ingouttocollect 4 17 5§ 
f. 131 41-2 
The ftate of Cafh account is 
as under. 
Funded out at In- ue 
tereft 360 5 4 
In the hand of 
| Treafurers 37 19 2 


a 


| 
fat, 
‘ 
| by 
I 
4 
O 
I q 
€ 
5 
2 
aS 
, 


REVIEW. 


 ferious attentive readers, who have different views of the 
fubject difcuffed in it. In the firft. place, they have, perhaps, 
all that can be found in {fcripture, collected in one volume, 
which either directly or indirectly refpects, or is thought to 
re{pect the doctrine of the Trinity. ‘They have, fecondly, 
a very great number of extracts from a multitude of ancient 
and modern authors; and many of thefe are very valuable, 
on feveral accounts. Mr. §. appears to ftate the arguments 
on both fides of the queftion with impartiality; and if he be 
not allowed to be a very acute logician, it cannot be denied ~ 
that he appears to have read much upon the doctrine of the 
‘Trinity, and witha confiderable degree of attention, 
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No. I. An Addrefs to Chriftians, recommending the diftri- 
bution of cheap religious Tracts, 12mo. 16 pp. price 1d, 
or 5s. 6d. per 100. (Williams, Stationers’ Court.) 
No. If. Vivian’s Dialogues, on the Principles of Religion, 
24 pp. price rid, or 7s. 6d. per 100. 
No, II. Subje&s for Confideration, 8 pp. price one hali- 
penny, Or 2S. per 100. 
No. IV. The End of Time, from Dr. Watts, 16 pp. 
price 1d. &c. | 
No. V. Watts’s Songs for Children, 24 pp. price tid. &c. 
No. VI. Converfation and Death of Lord Rochefter, 8pp. 
price one halfpenny, &c. 
No. VII. On the Fourth Commandment, 4 pp. price one 
farthing, or 1s, 6d. per 100. . Ps 
-No. VIII. Addrefs to 2 Youth, 8 pp. price one halfe 
_ The above Traéts are publifhed by the Religious Tra& 
Society. The following are alfo uniform with them, and at — 
the fame prices, | 
The Affembly’s Catechifin, with the proofs at length, ~ 
24 pp. price 13d. or 7s. 6d. per roo. 
~ Watts’s Firft Catechifm, 8 pp. price one halfpenny. — 
Do. Prayers for Children, Alphabet of Prudence, &c. 
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We intend, God willing, to infert the « Addrefs to Chrif- 
- tians” at large in our next number ; and hope it will produce 
fome good effects in the minds of many of our readers. 
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Account of Cath received and expended by the Committee 
who dire& the Inftruction of young Minilters, in one year, 
beginning Midfummer, 1798, ending Midfummer, 1799. 


Colleéted from Churches. 
Kegworth AG 
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| On Thurfday, July 11th, died at Trowbridge in Wilts, 
the Rev. Thomas T'wining, minifter of the General Baptift 
_ Congregation at that place. He had been in the country 
_ with fome friends, with whom he had parted, and was walking 
_ to his houfe, when he was fuddenly feized in the ftreet, a 
immediately expired. He was a native of Wales: and 
_ received his academical education in Mr. Coward’s feminary; 
_at London. He began his courfe under Dr. Jennings, in 
1761, and finifhed it under Dr. Savage, and his learned col- 
leagues. He was firft fettled at Exeter, With a fociety that 
had feceded from the Particular Baptift church in that city 5 
but which diflolved itfelfin 1773. From Exeter he removed 
to Downton in Wilts ; continued there a few years; and 
then removed to Trowbridge. As a preather, he was not 
popular; but fo far as we can learn, he has always. been 
_ efteemed a fenfible, ferious, upright man. We are in hopes, 
however, of being able to give our readers a more circumftan- 
tial account of him ina fubfequent number. On Wednefday, 
May 15th, he preached the fermon to the General Affembly 
at Worfhip-{treet mecting, from Col. iis 10. “ And ye are 
complete in him.” 
On Wednefday, July 17th, died at Liverpool, the Revs — 
Samuel Medley, Baptift minifter in that town. He was bred 
to the fea, and was an officer on board a man of war, till 
_ he was difabled by a wound, which he has informed his — 
friends that he did not perceive till he fainted through lofs of 
blood. This wound is thought to have been ultimately, the 
occafion of his death. He commenced preacher in 1766, 
and fettled as paftor of the Baptift Church at Watford in| 
Herts; but there he was not popular. He removed to 
Liverpool in 1772, for which, being a fea-port town, he 
- feemed better fuited, in confequence of his former habits of 
life and acquaintance with maritime phrafes, which he often 
adopted in preaching. His congregation here was foon 
crowded, the meeting-houfe was enlarged ; and, afterward, 
in 1790 a larger one was erected. He was accounted a 
_ man of fome learning. He had a turn for poetry, and not 
_ unfrequently compofed verfes to be fung after his own fer- 
mons. He was very popular at the Tabernacle, and at Tot- 
tenham-court Chapel. He has left a widow and a numerous — 
“win grown up. ‘Two of his daughters keep a refpectable 
boarding fchool, at Holloway-houfe, in the vicinity of Lon- 
don ; and his fon, who bears his name, is ag eminent portrait 

painter. | | 


» 


Gener al Baptilt Magazin e 


For SEPTEMBER, 1799- 


BIOGRAPHY. 


LIFE OF SIR THOMAS ABNEY,KNT. AND ALDERS 
MAN OF LONDON; 


Who died Feb. 6th, 1721-2.——-See his Funeral Sermon, by 
| Mr. Feremiah Smith. 


Sir Thomas Abney was one of the younger fons of James 
Abney, of Wilfley, in the county of Derby, Efq. whole ana 


ceftors have enjoyed that feat, and a fair eftate in the neigh- 
- bourhood above five hundred years. He was born in the 


month of January, in the year 1639, and was the religious 
fon of worthy and _ parents. His mother dying when 
he was young, and in the times of confufion, whereby the 
family were no {mall fufferers, his father placed him to fchool 


at Loughborough, in the — of Leiceiter, that hé might — 
is aunt, the honourable and — 


be under th¢ eye and Cafe of 
virtuous Lady Bromley, relict of Sir Edward Bromley, Knt. 
‘one of the barons of the exchequer, in the reigns of Q, Eliza 
beth and of K. James 1. whofe pious inftruétions, it ig 
believed, made early impreffions on him, and were the happy 
means of a ferious and religious turn of mind, which coi:ti« 
nued through his whole life: By this (divine grace affifting) 
he was fortified againft temptations in his apprenticefhip, a 
feafon and circumftance wherein young perfons are often too 
much expofed. An heart then pre-engaged and firmly refolved 
on the fide of virtue and religion, could not but be of great 
advantage for his fecurity. Hé took ail opportunities of at 
tending the moft judicious and pra@tical preachers; whereby 


_ he became the more eftablifhed in thofe good principles, which 


the pious lady before-mentioned had inftilled into him. 
His pesfonal charaCcter was in all refpects highly commend- 
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able; not only free from the vices of the age, but very exe 
emplary and diftinguithed. 
His piety and ferious regard to religion were confpicuous; 
he feared God from his youth, and fhewed the truth and 
power of that divine principle through his whole courfe, that 
_ guided, and animated, and influenced him in all he did. The 
_ duties of the fecond table, in which he was careful and exact, 
were all performed in virtue and purfuance of thofe of the 
- firft; the love and fear of God; and defire of pleafing and 
honouring him, were the fpring, and very life and foul of 
every action, confecrating as it were his whole life, and in a 
_fenfe making all his works to be worfhip, That motto well 
agreed to him: Non magna loquimur, fed vivimus, We don’t 
talk great, but live fo. ‘Prayer, converfing with God’s word, 
and attendance on‘other holy duties and ordinances, thofe 
_ means and inftruments, as well as expreflions and exercifes of 
religion, were much his bufinefs and delight. Secret prayer 
particularly he made confcience of betime, and practifed that 
_ neceflary part of godlinefs, and means of fpiritual improve- 
ment to his life’s end, and was true and conftant to his fea- 
fons of retirement for that purpofe, as alfo for meditation and 
the ftudy of his Bible, as appears by many collections taken 
thence by him for his own ufe, in a character defigned for 
himfelf only. ‘The general heads marked in his papers: be- | 
ing in long hand, fhew that he read with obfervation, and 
_his.aim was practice, that both his comforts and hopes might 
be built on the fureft foundation, 
To his piety muft be joined his honefty and juttice. 
_“ The. fruit of the Spirit is in all. goodnefs, righteoufnefs, 
“and truth.” Vain are pretenfions to religion, where thefe— 
are not found conjunct. ‘They were fo in him ; he was pious to- 
ward God, and righteous in his dealings with men, he was 
jincere in his words and promifes, and faithful in his engage- 
ments and trufts; never giving into any ways of fraud, de- 
ceit, or collufion. He fought no gain, but with a good 
confcience, nor made hafte to be rich, yet'did God own and — 
reset his fair and righteous methods with confiderable in- 
creafe. | 
Fle was of a meek and quiet fpirit, not uneafy in himfelf, 
or to others; far from fury or rafh anger, but calm and fe- | 
date, fcarce known to refent private injuries, but ready to 
forgive and forget them all about him were witnefles of 
bse part of his character, which adorned him above moft 
He 
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- He was affable and courteous, of a moft fweet, obliging 


temper and behaviour, condefcending to the meaneft, and 
ready to perform any good offices toward them, as there 
might be need, and it was in his power. He loved not that 
any fhould go fad from his prefence, if he could help or fuc- 

cour them. in any of their diftrefles. This benignity and 
goodnefs of his difpofition and carriage, made him greatly and 
univerfally refpected and beloved. 


He was very temperate in meats and drinks, and the plea- 


fures'of life. Never indulged to luxury or fenfual delights, 


with the means for which, had he been fo inclined, his plen- 
—tiful circumftances could fufficiently have furnifhed him. He 
-eat.and drank for health and ferviceablenefs chiefly, not for 
the mean gratifications of fenfe and inordinate appetite. He 


would not me the flefh, nor make provifion to fulfil the 


lufts thereof. Hereby he the better fecured the peace of his” 


mind and health of his body to 2 good old age, and was eafy 

and fit for the duties ‘and fervices of his place, and active and 
lively to the utmoft period of his days. ‘4 eee 

He was very charitable both in judging and {peaking of 


others, and in miniftring to the neceffities of the faints, which 


he often did in fo private a manner, as fhewed his detire and 
aim was more at being and doing good, than receiving the 
praifes of it. He was of a catholic fpirit, extending his 
chriftian love and regards to perfons of all parties bearing 
that facred name, however differing in lefler matters; nor 
was he without good will to any of his fellow creatures, but 
“as he had opportunity was ready to do good to all, though 
“ efpecially to them who are of the houfhold of faith,” 


_Ephef. vi. 10. He greatly difliked the too common vice of 


{peaking evil of others; where he could not fpeak good, he 


would rather fay nothing. So that offences of the tongue 


feemed the feweft in him of any. Only open enemies of ~ 


virtue and picty would raife warmth in him, who had always 


a juft zeal for God, and the good of mankind, againft al] . 


corrupters of morality and true religion. 

He was compaffionate and tender-hearted, readily fympa- 
thifing with his friends in their forrows, and pitiful towards 
any in mifery; even where their fins had brought on them 
_fufferings, he would never infult, but wifh amendment and 
deliverance: rougher means he knew were fometimes necef- 
_fary, and if blefled by God to reformation, and reftoring 

comfort, he would rejoice init. 

He was patient and felf-denying, not fet upon his own 
will or way, where receding might be to better purpofe: 
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able; not only free from the vices of the age, but very ¢Xe 
emplary and diftinguithed. 

His piety and ferious regard to religion were confpicuous; 
he feared God from his youth, and fhewed the truth and 
power of that divine principle through his whole courfe, that 
guided, and animated, and influenced him in all he did. The 
duties of the fecond table, in which he was careful and exact, 
were all performed in virtue and purfuance of thofe of the 
firft ; the love and fear of God; and defire of pleafing and 


honouring him, were the fpring, and very life and foul of 


every action, confecrating as it were his whole life, and in a 


fenfe making all his works to be worfhip. That motto wel] 
agreed to him: Non magna loquimur, fed vivimus, We don’t 
talk great, but live fo. Prayer, converfing with God’s word, 
and attendance on‘other holy duties and ordinances, thofe 


means and inftruments, as well as expreflions and exercifes of 


religion, were much his bufinefs and delight. Secret prayer 
particularly he made confcience of betime, and practifed that 
neceflary part of godlinefs, and means of {piritual improve- 
ment to his life’s end, and was true and conftant to his fea- 
fons of retirement for that purpofe, as alfo for meditation and 
the ftudy of his Bible, as appears by many collections taken 
thence by him for his own ufe, in a character defigned for 
himfelf only. ‘The general heads marked in his papers be- 
ing in long hand, fhew that he read with obfervation, and 
his aim was practice, that both his comforts and hopes might 
be built on the fureft: foundation, 
_ To his piety muft be joined his honefty and juttice. 
© The fruit of the Spirit is in all. gdodnefs, righteoufnefs, 
and truth.” Vain are pretenfions to religion, where thefe 
are not found conjunct. ‘T’hey were fo in him ; he was pious to- 
ward God, and righteous in his dealings with men, he was 
fincere in his words and promifes, and faithful in his engage- 
ments and trufts; never giving into any ways of fraud, dé- 
ceit, or collufion. He fought no gain, but with a good 
_ confcience, nor made hafte to be rich, yet did God own and 
pret his fair and righteous methods with confiderable in- 
He was of a meek and quiet fpirit, not uneafy in‘ himfelf, 
or to others; far from fury or rafh anger, but calm and fe- 
date, fcarce known to refent private injuries, but ready to 
forgive and forget them; all about him were witnefles of 
oe part of his character, which adorned him above moft 
| He 
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- He was affable and courteous, of a moft fweet, obliging 
temper and behaviour, condefcending to the meaneft, and 
ready to perform any good offices toward them, as there 


might be need, and it was in his power. He loved not that 


any fhould go fad from his prefence, if he could help or fuc- 
cour them in any of their diftrefles. ‘This benignity and 


goodnefs of his difpofition and carriage, made him greatly and 


-univerfally refpected and beloved. 

He was very temperate in meats and drinks, and the plea- 
fures of life. Never indulged to luxury or fenfual delights, 
with the means for which, had he been fo inclined, his plen- 
tiful circumftances could fufficiently have furnifhed him. He 


-eat.and drank for health and ferviceablenefs chiefly, not for | 
the mean gratifications of fenfe and inordinate appetite, He 


would not pamper the flefh, nor make provifion to fulfil the 
lufts thereof. Hereby he the better fecured the peace of his 
mind and health of his body to 2 good old age, and was eafy 
and fit for the duties and fervices of his place, and active and 
lively to the utmoft period of his days. | 


He was very charitable both in judging and {peaking of | 
others, and in miniftring to the neceffities of the faints, which - 
he often did in fo private a manner, as fhewed his detire and 


aim was more at being and doing good, than receiving the 


praifes of it. He was of a catholic fpirit, extending his~ 


chriftian love and regards to perfons of all parties bearing 
that facred name, however differing in lefler matters; nor 
was he without good will to any of his fellow creatures, but 
“‘as he had opportunity was ready to do good to all, though 
“ efpecially to them who are of the houfhold of faith.” 


Ephef. vi. 10. He greatly difliked the, too common vice of 


{peaking evil of others; where he could not fpeak good, he 
would rather fay nothing. So that’offences of the tongue 
feemed the feweft in him of any. Only open enemies of 
Virtue and picty would raife warmth in him, who had always 


a juft zeal for God, and the good of mankind, againft all 


corrupters of morality and true religion, — 


He was compaffionate and tender-hearted, readily fympa- 


thifing with his friends in their forrows, and pitiful towards 


| a0 in mifery; even where their fins had brought on them — 


fufferings, he would never infult, but wifh amendment and 
deliverance: rougher means-he knew were fometimes necef- 
-fary, and if blefled by God to reformation, and reftoring 

comfort, he would rejoice init. 


He was patient and felf-denying, not fet upon his own 
will or Way, where receding might be to better purpofe: 
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not humorous or morofe, fretful or peevifh, but as free from 
fuch infirmities of mind as he was from thofe of the body, 
which are ufually attendant on fuch an advanced age as he 

attained to. And to conclude this part of his Racatiee qe 4 

He was of a public fpirit, had the intereft of his country, 
and efpecially of the church of God in it, much at heart ; 
was greatly affected with it’s dangers, and heartjly concerned - 
_ for it’s welfare. A glorious proof whereof, and fuch as 

fhould never be forgotten, was in the “ae of his mayoralty, 

1701, when his hearty zeal for the Proteftant intereft ex, 
_erted itfelf in an uncommon degree. He had the courage 
and refolution at that time to propofe an addrefs from the 
common council to the king, though much oppofed therein 
by the majority of his brethren of the bench. The defign 
and purport of the addrefs was, to fignify their refolution 
and readinefs to ftand by his majefty, in oppofition to France 
and the Pretender, whom the French monarch had lately 
_ eaufed to be proclaimed king of Great Britain. By his 

great pains and prudence he furmounted all the embarraff- 
ments that the adverfaries of this affair threw in his way, 
and carried his point with remarkable fuccefs. “This addrefs 
was tranf{mitted to King William, then beyond the feas, form- 
‘jng and guiding and uniting the counfels of the Proteftant — 
‘world, and by his power and intereft refcuing and fuftaining 

the liberties of Europe. When this noble refolution of the 
city of London was publicly known, it animated the affairs 
of the king, and gave new life to his intereft both abroad and 
at home. A confiderable perfon, then living, complimented 
Sir Thomas Abney on this occafion, affuring him he had 
done more fervice to the king than if he had given him ten — 
thoufand pounds, or raifed him a million of money. 

This leading example of London, under the conduct of 
their chief magiftrate, greatly {pirited the whole nation, and 
was followed by addrefles of like tendency from moft of the 
corporations init. Whereupon the king foon diflolved the 

parliament, and refolved to have the fenfe of his people up- 

on the preient juncture of affairs exprefled in their choice 
of a new one, as he told them, in that admirable laft fpeech 
of his, Dec. 31, 1701. This parliament happily attained 
the ends which this excellent monarch defigned; for they 
quickly formed an act for the abjuration of the Pretender, and 
the further eftablifhment of the Proteftant fucceffion to the 
throne. ‘This law had the royal affent but the day before the 
king died, and he left it as his beft legacy to the nation. 
By this means was the crown fecured to that illuftrious “a 
mily 
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mily which now fo glorioufly wears it. For though it was — 


declared by the foregoing parliament, to belong to the houfe of 
- Brunfwick, yet, in the apprehenfion of wife and thoughtful 
men, it ftood upon too feeble and hazardous a foot, till it wag 

uarded and fecured by a fubfequent law againff all oppofers, 

iad may it ever continue and flourifh in that auguft and royal 
houfe, for the fecurity of the religion and liberties of the 
pofterity of thofe, who had fo honourable an hand in placing 


and eftablifhing it there. It hath been thought proper this — 


matter fhould be related at large, not only as a fignal fervice 
done by Sir Thomas to the Proteftant caufe and intereft, 


wherein himfelf took great and fpecial fatisfaction; but tq — 


obferve to the world, how far our prefent happy circumitances 
are owing to the conduct and zeal of a Proteftant Diffenter, 
and how little ferviceable a law would be, that fhould utterly 


exclude fch from all places of power and truft; as in a dan, 
rae partof the next reign came pretty near to be the cafe, 


Which leads to another inftance of Sir Thomas’s condyét, 
of no fmall advantage for fecuring the proteftant fuce 
ceflon. | 

The affairs of the nation had but a gloomy afpet, when 
every perfon that was found worfhipping in any other cengre~ 
gation, than thofe of the eftablifhed church, was utterly ex 
cluded from all places of truft or profit. | 
It was one of the greateft trials of Sir —Thomas’s life, how 
he fhould behave himfelf upon the paffing of that law; 
whether he fhould quit all his {tations of public ufefulnefs, 
for holding communion with proteftant diflenters in their 
church aflemblies, as hitherto he had done; or continue in 
thofe burdenfome offices, by confining himfelf to that private 
family worfhip, which even that fevere law allowed. He 
made frequent and ferious addrefles to God for direétion 
in fo important an affair, and advifed with his neareft and beft 
relatives and friends; and at laft, partly by the preffing in- 
{tances of feveral perfons of diftinétion of our own nation, but 
_ chiefly by the repeated applications of the Refident of Brunf- 
wick, who vigoroufly reprefented to him, how far the intereft 
of his mafter might depend upon his continuance in his poft 
(not without ftrong affurances at the fame time of endeae 
vours for relief, whenever the proteftant fucceffion in his 
_ mafter’s houfe fhould take place) he was prevailed on to con- 
tinue in his office, and content himfelf for atime with that 

reftrained way of worfhip, which the law allowed. 


He endured this reftraint (though not without a piousgrief)_ 


for feyen years; that he might be capable of ‘ferving his 
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country, and fecuring the intereft of his prefent Majefty King 
George. During this time he made feveral remonitrances 
to fome of the minifters of {tate, upon the head of this heavy 
burden; but was ftill importuned and encouraged, by aflur- 
ances of help in time, to hold on waiting, till a proper feafon 
of relief fhould come. In this hope he prevailed on himfelf 
- tocontinue his felf-denial, till it fhould pleafe God to reftore 

him to his former liberty of worfhip in the way which he 
_ chofe, and which fuch fervices had well deferved of the public. 
Nor was the King himfelf infenfible of his merit: yet he 
never fought any reward of wealth orhonour. It was the_ 
fupport and joy of his foul, that his confcience bare him wit- 
nefs, that he fincerely defigned in all his public managements 
the fervice of God, and of his country. And blefled be 
God, he happily lived to fee thofe fetters broken, I mean, © 
that penal law repealed. It was great joy to him to fee the 

proteftant diffenters freed from this and other bonds at once ; 

and with pleafure and thankfulnefs he enjoyed, and ufed his 

‘former freedom of worfhip, fome years before his death. 

It may not be improper on this occafion to do juft honour 
to Sir John Fryar, bart. whofe place in the court of aldermen, - 
and whofe principles in religion, joined him almoft in the 
fame circumitances with Sir “Thomas Abney. He was in- 
fluenced by the fame motives to continue in his place, and 
fince that reftraint was removed, he hath honourably pafled 
through the fupreme office in the city, wherein he has efta- 
blifhed his character of a wife and vigilant magiftrate, and 
given frefh reputation to the diffenting intereft. _ 

_. In his domettic relation much might be faid to his honour. | 
‘His entrance into it, and managements in it, were all pious, 
prudent, and regular, Whenhe was fome years above thirty, 


tas & thought proper to enter into the marriage itate; and pro- | 


pofed himfelf for that purpofe to a younger daughter of the 
reverend Mr. Jofeph Caryl, a perfon of a virtuous and genteel 
education, and of ferious piety, and real worth. Indeed in 
thts important affair, as there is reafon to believe, religion 
chiefly governed his choice; for he well knew that muft be 
the great foundation of true comfort, and of every blefling. 
Though he was of years fufficient for choice, yet in a 
matter of fuch a nature and moment, he would not proceed 
without the advice and approbation of his father. He wrote 
to him therefore hereupon in the moft dutiful manner that 
could be, and obtained his hearty confent. With her he 
lived a very happy and comfortable life above twenty years, 
and had by her feven children, The laft that furvive 
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~g fon, who grew up to manhood, and was a gentleman of 


very promifing hopes ; but it pleafed God to call him away by 
death, as he had done all the others. The mother and chil- 


Cornhill. 


; 


dren lie all buried in the parifh church of St. Peter’s, 


In the year 1700, he married his fecond wife, Mrs. Mary 


Gunfton, eldeft daughter of that worthy citizen, Mr. John 
Gunfton, of Stoke-Newington, of equal virtues with his 
former ; fo that under much difparity of years, a moft happy 
unanimity and entire affection, rather with increafe than any 


abatement, was on both hands maintained to the laft; which — 


might juftly render them moft imitable patterns in a focial 
ftate, as they had been in fingle life. Peers ; 
- This fecond marriage was bleft with one fon, and three 
daughters; the fon was achild of a very uncommon meafure 
_ of underftanding, and through the care of his inftruétors had 
attained fuch an acquaintance with the fcriptures, and manifefte 
ed fuch a pious turn of mind, as was much beyond his years. 
- But God faw fit to remove him, to the great grief of his dear 
relatives, vvhen he was little more than fix years old. —— 
The daughters are all yet living, and give a hopeful 
profpect of being great comfogts to their furviving parent, 
and bleffings to the world. 
Jf we confider the deceafed as a father, he was ever careful 
and tender of his children, carrying no fuch diftance as to 
difcourage them, and yet fufficiently guarding parental honour 
and authority from contempt. His chief concern was for 
the cultivation of their minds, not neglecting to furnifh them 
with the means of any other accomplifhments that are truly 
ornamental, and fit for their age and circumftances. It was 


no {mall pleafure to him to obierve, that they did not affe@ 


improper liberties, nor hanker after the vanities and excelfes, 
to which the prefent age gives too much indulgence; and on 
this account he was encouraged to gratify them the more, 
in every thing that might tend to their real improvement and 

innocent delight. 
_ Towards his fervants he was juft and equal; not only re- 
quiring work, but affording them all fit encouragements 
help ; remembring- himfelf 2lfo had a mafter in heaven. 
(Col. iv. 1. Like holy David: his eye was upan the good, 
that they fhould ferve him: and fuch had his fpecial fayour. 
If any were otherwife, they muft mend, or leave his fervice: 
The deceitful and wicked fhould not tarry in his fight, but 
the faithful fhould dwell with him. Pfalmci. 6,7. it is the 
juft and pertinent obfervation of a grave and pious perfon, 
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who lived fome years in the family, that the good refolutions 
of holy David in that pfalm were as fully exemplified in the 
 eonduct of Sir Thomas Abney, as in any one he ever 
For holy order and government, and exercifes of religion, 
his houfe was achurch. Here were every day the morning - 
and evening facrifices of ‘prayer and praife, and reading the — 
holy fcriptures, with fome proper help many times to under. 
fiand and profit by them. _ 
Lord’s-day he ftri€tly obferved and fanctified. God 
was here folemnly fought, and worfhipped, both before and 
after the family’s attendance on public ordinances. Repeating 
fermons, or reading good books, inftructing the houfhold, 
and figging the praifes of God together, were muth of the 
facred employment of this holy day; variety and brevity 
making all not burdenfome, but pleafant, and leaving room 
for clofet devotion, as well as for intervening works of ne- 
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ceffity and mercy. Any coming here with a ferious tin@ure _ 


of mind would be ready to fay : Surely this is the haufe of God, © 
this is the gate of heaven. Gen. xxviii. 17. _ : 
_- And befide the ordinary and ftated fervices of religion, 
occafional calls and feafons for worfhip were here alfo much 
regarded. In fignal family mercies, and afflictions, in going 
journies, undertaking or any matters of greater 
- ghoment, God was efpecially owned by prayer and praife; 
the help of minifters being often called in upon fuch oc.) 
cafions. 
Through the whole courfe of his life he was prieft in his 
own family, excepting when a mini{ter happened to be prefent, 
or any fuch fojourned with him. His conftant practice was 
to lead the houfhold in the acts of worfhip, and to offer their 
_ addreffes to God; which he did with great ferioufnefs of 
thought, and warmth of affection. . ao 
The word of God, being conftantly read before prayer 
in the family, he chofe to do that alfo himfelf, unlefs for a few 
of the laft years of his life, wherein he thought fit to put that | 
partupon hischildren. But as to the fermons that were read 
in the evening of the Lord’s-day, he took that upon himfelf, 
and held that courfe tothe time of his laft ficknefs and death. 
And thofe who refided in his houfe know with what affection 
. he peiformed that work, how often he hath been melted into 
tears, fo that he could fcarce proceed without a paufe. 
in his addrefles to God in the family it is juftly believed 
had much of divine affiltance, being obferved to be more 
‘ready and fluent of fpeech in thofe duties, than on other yes 
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fions oflife. Ithath alfo been remarked, that when he had 


juft come from the neceflary bufinefs and affairs of his ftation, 
it was ftill with fuch compofure of fpirit, that he was ever 
ina frame for the exercifes of religion, and gave reafon from 
thence to conclude, that he walked with God 


To be continued. 
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BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


Continued from page 321. 


‘ 


LIFE OF DBR. ROBERT FARRAR, BISHOP OF 


ST. DAVID'S. 


Upon the 4th of eden 1555, Bifhop Farrar was 
brought (among others) before Dr. Gardiner, Bifhop of Win- 
chefter, and Lord Chancellor, and divers other commiffioners, 
appointed to examine him. 


| 
And after fome queftions, the Bifhop of Winchefter told 


him, that the Queen and the parliament had reftored religion 
to the fame ftate it was in at the beginning of the reign of 
King Henry the Bighth; and you are in the Queen’s debt, 
(fays he) and her Majefty will be good to you, if you will 
return to the catholic church, 
_ To which Farrar anfwered, in what ftate I am concerning 
my debts to the Queen’s majefty, in the court of exchequer, 
_my Lord Treafurer knoweth; and the laft time I was before 
your honour, and the firft time alfo, [ fhewed that I had made 
an oath never to confent or agree, that the Bilhop of Rome 
fhould have any power or jurifdiction within this realm; 
and further I need not rehearfe to your Lordfhip, you know 
it well enough. ie 
After many queftions and anfwers that pafled, the Bifhop 


of Winton demanded, whether he would be reformed ? towhom — 


Dr. Farrar replied again, I have made an oath to God, and 
to King Henry the Eighth, and to King Edward the Sixth, 
and in that to the Queen’s majefty, the which I can never 
break while I live, but will rather die for it. 


After fome other talk, the Bifhop of Winchefter called 


Farrar 


all the day long. 
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Farrar a froward knave, and faid he would be fhort with himny 
and that he fhould know in a week’s time. 

Farrar faid to the bifhop, I am at yourcall; but cannot 
break my oath, which your Lordfhip yourfelf ‘took before 
me, and gave mean example to do the like; which confirmed 
my confcience, fo that I can never break that oath whilft I 
live, though I die for it. - 

After this he was fent back to per a where he continued 
till the 14th of February, and was then fent down into. Wales, 
there to receive his fentence of condemnation. 

And upon the 26th of February, Dr. Farrar was brought 
into Carmarthen-church, by Griffith Leyton, Efq. fheriff 
for the county of Carmarthen, and there perfonal! Pealeniil 
before Henry Morvan, bifhop of St. David’s, and Conftantine | 
the publick notary ; and the faid bifhop did there difcharge 
the fheriff of his prifoner Dr. Farrar, of committed him to 
the keeping of one Owen Jones. 

_ Then bilhop Morgan declared to Dr. Farrar, the great 
mercy and clemency that the King and Queen’s Highnefles — 
were pleafed to offer unto him, ‘which he did then offer to the 
faid Dr. Farrar; that isto fay,that if he would fubmit himfelf 

tothe laws of this realm, and conform himfelf to the unity of 

the univerfal catholic church, he fhould be received and par- 

doned. But Dr. Farrar giving no anfwer to the premifes, 
the bifhop proceeded to adminifter unto him thefe articles 
following: 

4, Whether he believed the marriage af priefts to be law- 

ful the laws of God or holy churchorno, 

. Whether he believed, that in the blefled facrament of the 

sdeae: after the words of confecration duly proriounced by the 
prieft,the very body and blood of Chrift is really and fubftantial- 
ly contained, without thefubitanceof breadand witlee | 

Unto which articles the bifhop required the faid Farrar to 
anfwer upon his allegiance. 

Unto which Farrar faid, he would sutliner, when he 
faw alawful commiflion. F arrar was committed to prifon: 

for that time. 

_. Dr. Farrar was three times befides this brought before the 
bithop ; and the laft time was Wednefday the 13th of March, 


where he appealed from the bifhop as an incompetent judge, 
to Cardinal Pool. 
 Butnotwithftanding his appeal, the bifhop pronounced fen- 
tence againft him as an heretic excommunicate, and to be : 
en up forthwith unto the fecular power, namely, to Mr. 
fheriff of was alfo degraded, by 
Raving © 
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having the prieftly garments put on him, and then taken off by 
bifhop Morgan. 
Thus was good bifhop Farrar condemned and degraded, 


.. and delivered unto the fecular power,:who upon Saturday 


the 30th of March, 1555, being the eve of Paffion Sunday, 
brought him into the market-place of the town of Carmarthen, - 
being market-day; andon the fouth fide of the market-crofs 
he was executed, and moft courageoufly endured the torments 
of the fire,and was therein confumed. 
As concerning his conftancy and courage at his death, this 
is tobe added: that one Richard Jones, a knight’s fon, coming — 
to Dr. Farrar a little before his execution, lamented the pain- 
fulnefs of the death he was to fuffer. “To whom Dry. Farrar 
fpake to this effect, that if he faw him once ftir in the pains of 
his burning, he fhould then give no credit to his doétrine. 
And as he fiid, fo he performed, for he {toad fo patiently that 
he never moved, but held up both his hands till they were 
burnt to the ftumps, and fo {till continued, till one Richard 
(sravell with a ftaff dafhed him on the head, and fo {truck 


him down. 
THE LIFE OF RAWLINS WHITE. 


THIS Rawlins White was a fifherman in the town of- 
Cardiff in Glamorganfhire in Wales, where he lived for 
twenty years in good repute among his neighbours. — 

And in the reign of King Edward the Sixth, when the 
_ gofpel began to be plainly preached, this Rawlins as great 

attention to it, and came to underftand the fuperitition and 
idolatry of the Popifh religion, in which he had been bred 
from his youth; fo that he forfook it, and was diligent in fre- 
quenting the publick worfhip of God, according to the 
Englifh common-prayer book then fet forth. He being an 
- Ignorant and illiterate man, knew not how to come to the 
knowledge of the holy fcriptures, which he much defired for 
his further inftruétion. | 

And having a young fon, he fent him to fchool to learn to 
read Englith; and when he could read indifferently well, he 
caufed him to read to him every evening fome part of the 
holy feripture, or fome other good book; and having a good 
- memory, he in a little time became well verfed in the holy 

{criptures, and was grounded in the principles of true religion 

And he took great delight in ftudying the holy fcriptures, 
and went among his neighbours, informing and inftructing 

| gh2 fuch 
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fuch of them as he found well inclined in the knowledge of 
the tiuth. a 

And in this exercife he continued about five years, until 
King t-dward died: andthen the Popifh religion was again 
fet up, ard true religion and the knowledge of the gofpel was 
difc uraged and reftrained; fo that Rawlins and his friends 
met together in private to pray, and read, and difcourfe of the 
woid of God, as he was wont to do till he was apprehended by 
the officers of the town, as one fufpected of herefy ; who > 
brought him before Anthony Kechin, then bifhop of Landaff 
at his houle near Chepftow in Monmouththire ; there he was 
committed to prifon, and he was feveral times brought before 
= bifhop, and examined by him and his chaplains without any 
eect. | 
Then the bifhop went to Cardiff, and removed Rawlins 

thither, where he was kept in prifon for a whole year. While 
he was in prifon, divers perfons fent him money privately, 

and many cameto vifit him, to whom he gave good advice, 

_ and exhorted them to beware of falfe prophets that came in 

Then the bifhop returned to his houfe by Chepftow, and 

eaufed Rawlins to be brought thither to him; where the bifhop 

by promifes and threats {trove to bring the faid Rawlins tofome 

“conformity; but not prevailing, the bifhop at laft told him, 

that he mutt come to a final refolution with himfelf, either to 
recant, or to abide the rigour of the law; and he gave him > 

time to confider of it. eae a | 

_ When the day was come, the bifhup and his chaplains, and 

many of the neighbours, went into the bifhop’s chapel, and 

Rawlins was brought before him. ‘Then the bifhop began to 

declare to the people, that this Rawlins was well known to 

hold heretical opinions, and by his inftruction many were led 
into error. And then he faid to Rawlins, you have often- 
times fince your firft trouble, both here and in my houfe, and 
elfewhere, been difcourfed withal about your opinions, and ftill 
you remain ob{ftinate and wilful. 

Now we have thought good to fend for you to fee if there 

Were any conformity in you; fo that if you are penitent for 

what you have done again{t God, and the Prince’s law, we are 

ready to fhew favour to you; but if you can by no means he 
with for reformation, we are refolved to minifter the 
- to you: and therefore advife with yourfelf what you 
will do. | 
Then Rawlins anfwered, Ithank God I-am a chriftian man, 
and hold no opinions contrary to the word of God; and it ¢ 
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do, I defire to be informed out of the word of God, as a chrif- 
-tianman oughtto be. Then, after a great deal of other dif- - 
courfe, the bifhop told him, if he would not recant, he muit 
condemn him as an heretic. Rawlins faid, proceed in your 
law, in God’s name; but for an heretic you fhall never con- 
gemn me while the world {tandeth. ki. 

Then faid the bithop before we proceed any further, let us 

- pray to God to fend fome fpark of grace upon him; it may 
chance that through our prayer, God may turn and convert 
his heart. 
Then Rawlins faid, now my Lord, you do like a godly 
bifhop; and] thank you heartily for your great charity and 
gentlenefs. Chrift faith, Where two or three are gathered 
tovether in my name, [ will be in the midft of them: and there 
are more than two or three of you. Now if your requeft be 
godly and lawful,and you pray as you ought, no doubt but 
God will hear you. And therefore, my Lord, do you pray 
_ to your God, andI will ray to my God: I know that my_ 
God will hear my prayer, and perform my defire. 

So they all went to their private prayers; and Rawlins 
kneeled in a pew near them, covering his face with his hands. 
And when they had prayed a while, the bifhop and all his 
<n up; and jo did Rawlins, and came before the 

ifhop. 

Then faid the bifhop, now Rawlins, how is it with thee? 
wilt thou revoke thine opinions, or no? furely, (faid Rawlins) 
my Lord, Rawlins you left me, and Rawlins you find me, and, 
_ by God’s grace, Rawlins I will continue, Certainly if your 
petitions had been juft and lawful, God would have heard 
them, But you honour a falfe God, and pray not as ye fhould 
pray ; and therefore God hath not granted your defire. But 
I am only one poor fimple man, as you fee, and God hath 
heard my complaint, and [ truft he will ftrengthen me in his 


own caufe. 


Then the bifhop reproved him fharply, and was ready to 
have read the fentence ; but’ his chaplains firft advifed him to 
have mafs, and fo they had. And Rawlins ftanding at the 
choir-door, faid, bear witnefs that I bow not to this idol, 
(meaning the hoft which the prieft held over his head. ) 

Mafs being ended, Rawlins was called again: to whom the 
bifhop ufed many perfuafions, but all in vain. Then he read 
the definitive fentence againft him; and then Rawlins was 
difmiffed, and carried to Cardiff, and Jaid in the prifon called 
Cockmarel, a vile and dark place. And he paffed his time 
in finging pfalms, as he had formerly done in Cardiff-caftle, 
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where he was prifoner before. He continued feveral weeks 
mn this prifon, until the writ for his . burning came from 
London. 

Then he was brought from the prifon clothed in a long 
white fhirt, which he had made for that purpofe, and an old. 


 guffet coat,and leather bufkins on his legs. By the way he 


met with his poor wife and children, who ftood to fee him, and 


made great lamentation for him. This fudden fight drew 
tears from his eyes ; but he prefently checked himf If, and. 


ftriking his breaft with his and. faid, ah flefh ! ftayeft thou 
ame fo, wouldeit thou fain prevail i ? well, I tell thee, do what — 
thou canit, by God’s grace thou fhalt not get the vi€tory. So 
he went to the place of execution, where the ftake was fet up, 
and the wood ready; then he fell down on his knees and kifled 
the ground, and rifling up, and finding fome ezrth ftick to his 
nofe, he faid, earth to earth, and duft to duit; thou art my mo- | 
ther, to thee I muft return. 

Then the fmith came with a chain, and faftened his body 
with it tothe ftake; and the officers put the ftraw and reeds 


wood about him. Then a prieft went up on a ftanding 
erected for that purpofe, and began to preach to the people, who 


were many, for it was market-day. 
Mr. Rawlins gave good attention to the prieft’s s fermon; 
and when the prieft began to {peak of the facrament of the altar, , 
he inveiched againtt Rawlins’s opinion, and quoted fome texts _ 
of fcripture. Then Rawlins ftood upright, and faid, come | 
hither good people, and hear not that falfe prophet preaching. 


And he faid to the preacher, ah thou naughty hy pocrite, dott 


thou prefume to prove thy falfe doctrine by fcripture? look in 
the text what follows; doth not Chrift fay, Do this in re- 


membrance of me? and fo the an end of his 


fermon. 
Then fome that ftood bs faid, fet tothe fire ; and the fone 
being put to, the {traw and reed caft up a great flame, in 


_ which this gdod old man bathed his hands fo long, ’till the 
_ finews fhrunk, and the fatdropt away. All this while (which 


was long) he cried with a loud voice, O Lord‘re- 


- ceive my foul, O Lord receive my fpirit! until he-could not 


open his 
At laft the extremity of the fire was fo ONS againft ie 


legs, that they were almoft confumed before the reft of his body 


was burned, which made his whole body fall over the chain into 
the fire fooner than otherwife it would have done. And thus 
this godly old man yielded himfelf to death for the teftimony of 
God’s truth, sa great courage and ‘patience, | 

It 
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- Jt isremarkable that this Rawlins White looked morecheer- | 
fully, and walked more ftrong and upright at the time of his 
death, than he had done for a great while before. He was 
about fixty years old, and his hair almoft white; and he 
fuffered about the 30th of March, 1555. Ihe chief caule 

of his trouble was his opinion about the facrament. _ 


SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


| ‘AN ADDRESS TO CHRISTIANS, 
Recommending the Diftribution of Cheap Religious Traéts. 


fi] W HEN Jefus was onearth, he went about doing good. — 
Can he claim the name of a difciple who does not imitate the 
example of the mafter ? Are we not in this refpect ap 
called on to have the fame mind in us, which was alfo in Chri 
Jefus? A fpirit of active benevolence is one of the diftinguifh- 
ing features of chriftianity. ‘ Thou fhaltlove thy neighbour 
as thyfelf,” is a precept injoined by the authority and illu 
trated and enforced by the example of the Redeemer, with an 
energy which but the blindnefs and ohduracy of 
human depravity could refift. Where the gofpel has it’s full 
influence, it calls forth into exertion all the powers of the foul; 
and produces the moft tender concern for the happinefs of — 
mankind. This concern does not evaporate in unavailing 
pity; but roufes to aétion; and girding itfelf for fervice, ine 
quires, ‘ What can be done toward banifhing human mifery, 
and making man happy?’ While the temporal neceflities of 
the poor and the afflicted are affeGtionately enquired into and 
relieved, the chriftian enlightened from above to view the ftate 
of man, as an immortal being, is moft concerned for the fal- 
vation of the foul, and his eternal bleflednefs.. This is the - 
| grand objet he is called to purfue with feven-fold ardour; and 
itis an object fo vaft, that if we faw all it’s excellence and alk 
it’s importance, it would cover us with fhame and confufioa 
_ for our paft negligence, and pierce us to the heart to recolled& 
fo many precious opportunities of ufefulpefs, which now alas! 
are irrecoverably lo{t.—We have all need to go again, and 
fit down at the feet of Jefus, and hear him difcourfe of the one 
thing needful. We have all nved to go and ftand at the ig 
| | | 
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of the crofs, and look up, and fee in the death of Jefus the 
value of immortal fouls ; and learn thence the proper employ- 
ment of beings deftined for eternity. If Jefus condefcend to 
teach uS, and open our eyes to fee the ftate and worth of fouls, 
we fhall, with eager defire to become inftruments of their fal. _ 
vation, Cry out in tender pity, “ Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do !” 
‘This is the age of ingenuity. How many difcoveries ufe. 
ful to individuals and to fociety have been made fince we firft 
trod the {tage of life, and took our part in the drama of human 
affairs. Butis there an object in which the ingenuity of the 
mind fhould be fo ardently employed as in fearching for the - 
beft way, and the various means of doing good to the fouls of 
men? Would it not be to the moft humiliating difgrace of 
chriftians, if the mechanic, the manufacturer, the artift, and the 
philofopher were all actively employed withthe utmoft ftretch 
of thought to fndout what may be ufeful in their peculiar 
art or fcience, while the profefled difciples of Jefus employ no — 
energies, nor exert the vigour of their fouls intheir proper de- 
partment—the caufe of their blefled mafter? Let us not be 
excelled by any; and if poffible let the maxim, “ That the 
children of this world are wifer in their generation than the | 
children of light,’” become inapplicable to us. Whatever may 
be faid as to paft negligence let it now appear that weare bue | 
fied in difcovering every way of accefs for divine truth intothe 
human heart; and that we are refolved to employ every means 
we can think of as conducive to that end. 
Among many others, none of which fhould be neglected, 
_ thereis one which merits peculiar notice, and which we would 
it, earneftly recommend to the ferious attention of the difciples of - 
_Jefus, as calculated to be of eminent and extenfive benefit: 


THE DISTRIBUTION OF RELIGIOUS TRACTS. 


‘To this fubjeét many zealous followers of the Redeemer, 
- who are a bleffing to the generation in which they live, have 
never turned their thoughts ; and at firft fight may not perceive 
/ it’s great utility: but when they have examined it maturely, — 

they will rejoice to find that there remains one method of 
doing good, which they never ufed, and which they will now 

have the pleafureto employ. 
The advantages which may be expected to refult from the 
diftribution of religious tracts are indeed fo many and fo great, 
that, where duly weighed, it is to be hoped, dey will have 


a powerful influence on the mind of every lover of Jefus er" 
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of fouls. The following will be readily allowed, and carry 
with them their own recommendation. 
It is a method which is likely to do goad. Is not divine truth 


‘the grand inftrument, of which God makes ufe for the conver= — 


fion of finners, and for the edification and comfort of faints; 
till they come, in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, to the meafure of the 
flature of the fulnefs of Chrift? All the wonders of faith 
-holinefs and patience which chriftians have difplayed, have been 
wrought by the influence of truth upon the foul. Inthe pro- 
mulgation of truth by preaching, which was God’s firft way 
of making the gofpel known, there are afluredly fome pecul ar 
advantages. But in doing it by writing, there are advantages 
alfo: and it has this recommendation, that it is God’s chicf 
‘way of making himfelf known to the human race from age ta 
age, and of prefenting truth to the minds of men from day to 
day in every land, where the revelation of his will is knowns 
Are there not thoufands and tens of thoufands now in glorys 


whofe firft impreffions of religion, as well as their future im-_ 


provement, have been made by reading: and is it not calcu- 
lated to be as ufeful now as ever ? —--Whatis a religious traét 


but a felec&t portion of divine truth defigned and adapted to’ 


make the reader wife unto falvation ? | 

It is an eafy way of doing good. Every one has not the talent 
of talking to thofe he meets with, efpecially to ftrangers, on 
fubjects of religion. ‘They who poffefs it, cannot fee what 
fhould hinder any body from converling about eternal things, 
_ asreadily asthey do. But there are many pious people who 
find it extremely difficult to fpeak for God, and for the falva- 
tion of their fellow creatures. Some have a diffidence which 


they cannot overcome. “Chey know they ought to warn fin=— 


ners of their danger; but how to do it they cannot tell. Here 
is a method by which it may be done with eafe. Choofe from 
your collection of traéts what you think is fuited to the perfon 
to whom you wifh to fpeak. Itis not hard to fay, * My friend, 
_ read that, and tell me what you think ofit.” You have given 
him a wife, faithful and ferious counfel, which, accompanied 
with your prayers, (and thefe fhould never be omitted when 
you give a tract) may, by the blefling of heaven, be made 
ufeful to his foul. You may, in confequence of this, after- 


wards have an opportunity of converfing with him on the fub- | 
jeét. At any rate, you have conveyed divine truth to the door 


It is a cheap way of diffufing the knowledge of religion, 


The tra&ts are in general fmall. They may be had ata very 
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reafonahle pate: and the perfon who will devote a {mall fum 
annually for this purpofe may convey to many hundred people 
in the courfe of a year, the knowledge of the way of faivation 
by acrucified Redeemer. A farthing, a halfpenny, or perhaps 
a penny, which would furnifh buta {canty relief to the bodily 
wants of the poor and the deftitute, will purchafe a religious 
tract, plainly and affectionately dire&ing the finner to the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the fins of the world. None 
will grudge the pittance, or complain that this is a dear wa 
of doing good to the fouls of men. It will be indeed difficult 
to fay, in what other way there isa probability of fo much 
good being done with fo fmall a fum, a 
It is not fo likely to give offence as fome other methods of 
doing good. When we {peak to a neighbour or a ftranger on 
divine things, he is apt to confider us as affuming the place of 
a mafter, and fetting up for his fuperior in knowledge and 
coodnefs. Pride inftantly takes the alarm. He fcorns to be 
dictated to, as he conceives it. His heart is fteeled againft 
counfel, and a tart anfwer, expreffive of difdain, is all the 
fruit of our labour. But whena little tra& is put into his 
hands, the teacher is not the giver of the book; but a third 
perfon, an abfent /ettered fage. tis read apart from him who 
gave it. ‘Ihe idea of inferiority, which was fo mortifying, is 
removed. There is not that enmity againft the paper and 
print, which was raifed by the prefence and living voice of the 
inftructor ; and he liftens with greater candour and patience. 
“This method has more the appearance of a perfon’s teaching 
himfelf, than when he is fpoken to by another, and is on that 
account more agreeable to his feelings, and the truth is more 
readily received. _Some are accefiible in no other way. 

It is more extenfive in it’s ufe than any other method of cone 
veying religious knowledge which a private chriftian. can em- 
ploy. Perfonal inftru€tion mutt, from the time it requires, — 
be limited to few comparatively. A religious tract contains 
a plain, ferious and ftriking lecture on the falvation of the foul. 
It would require half an hour to deliver it’s contents ; and they 
might flip out of the memory,and could not afterwards be ree 
_ called, Butitis given away in an inftant: it may be perufed 

and re-perufed at pleafure; and the truth may thus flow 

through a great. variety of channels. An intimate and ref-_ 
pected friend has for fome time endeavoured to do good in this 
‘way : and what can be done, may be learnt from his practice. 
He always keeps by him a ftore of tracts of different kinds, 
and fuited to different characters; and he pays particular at 
tention to character in the diftribution, He gives them to his 
| | | poor 
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poor neighvours, and to people who call at his houfe. When 
he walks out, he tries to get into converfation with thofe he 
meets, and puts a tract into their hands. He gives them to 
children to read to their parents. When he travels, religious 
tracts area neceflary part of his baggage. If he fee a perfon 
_ walkine along the road, who is likely to liften to inftruction, 
he reaches himatract. At every turnpike he hands the gate- 
keeper one; and wifhes him God’s bleffing withit. _ When he 
comes to aninn, he puts a tract into the hands of the waiter, - 
the fervant-maid, and the hoftler ; the driver never fails to have 
two orthree. If he faunter about the town, he looks into the 
habitations of the poor, and talks kindly to them, and gives 
_the parents or the children one or two of his little books, with 
an affectionate wifh that God may blefs them. When he ftops 
ata friend’s houfe, he prefents them to the children and fer- 
vants. Befides thefe perfonal diftributions, he fends parcels 
of his tracts to minifters of his acquaintance, and other friends 
jn the country, for them to diftribute in a fimilar manner. 
When it is conflidered, that a tra&t given by a friend recom- 
mends it to an attentive perufal ; and when by a ftranger, ex- 
cites curiofity tofee what it contains; and that each of thefe 
tracts may be read not only by the perfon who receives it, 
but by four or five more who compofe his houthold; and that 
it may be lent from one family to another; we may form fome 
idea how extenfively divine truth is difieminated by his means. 
W hat one perfon does, others may do; and if every chriftian, 
according to his abilities and opportunities, were to exert hims 
felf in this manner, how many in the courfe of a. year might 
learn the method of falvation by Chrift, and be excited to feck 
after it under the preaching of the gofpel, who inall probability 
would not have heard of it in any other way ! | 
_ Nor in the enumeration of advantages, fhould it be omitted, 
that the diftribution of religious tracts forms an excellent ac- 
companiment to other means of doing good. If in the intercourfe 
of life you meet with a perfon whoappears teachable and de- 
firous of inftru€tion, what can be more proper, after you have 
difcourfed with him, than to fay, ‘ Here isa little book which 
will give you diftinct information on the fubject: read it again- 
_ and again, and pray to God for his blefling.” When by con- 
— verfation you have imprefled a perfon with a fenfe of the im- 
portance of divine things, would it not conduce greatly to rivet 
the impreflion, if, at parting, when you obferve him loth to 
leave you, a tract be put into his hands with thefe words, ‘ M 
friend, this will more fully explain what we have been talking 
of; it contains the truths of Gor.’ Should there fall in your 
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way, aman diftreffed in mind, and enquiring with tears, ‘What 
muit i do to be faved ?’ can your pious counfels be better fol. 
lowed up than with a tract to read at home, directing the 
wounded foul to the blood of Jefus which cleanfeth from al} 
fin? Flasa perfon been awakened under the miniftry of the 
word, and afterwards brings his complaints to the preacher, 
W20 with the tongue of the learned knows how to {peak a word 
in feafon to him that is weary ; would it not be a very proper 
method of difmiffing the enquirer, to give him a tract which 
wil], when he is at a diftance from ordinances or pious friends, 

refr eth his heart with the fame precious truths which he felt fo 
much adapted to his cafe? How beneficial the practice here 
recommended would be in all thefe, and many other inftances 
which might be adduced, muft be obvious to evey one con- 


| cerned for the welfare of Dnnnoredi fouls. 


In addition to thefe advantages and as a practical confirm- 
ation of them, the happieft effects have refulted from the practice 
¥2commended. Nothing has the weight of facts: to fair rea- 
ining, therefore, it is ‘of ufe to fubjoin examples. lf any 
fhould fay,‘ I am not convinced by your arguments :’ they 
cannot controvert matters of fa&t. “Two inftances came with- 
in the knowledge of an individual who is a warm advocate for 
the diftribution of religious traéts, which he had:from the lips. 
of the perfons then felves, and which he will briefly relate. 
‘The one is a young gentleman who had been in a fituation 
pecalirty unfavourable to religion and humanity, who was 


diving in profanencfs and vice, and who difcovered a peculiar 


enmity to real godlinefs, and could not bear, without teftifying 
bitter indignation, the counfels and letters of pious friends. 

A relation of his being ona vifit at the houte where he lived, one 
evening put into his hands a religious tract, and begged the 
favour of him toread it. He took it up with him to his apart- 


“ment; and before he went to reft, looked over the firft page. 


Tt ftruck him there was fomething there he had never feen nor 
thougit of before. He next day read the whole ; and the happy 
confequence was a deep concern for the falvation of his foul, 
a difcovery of the way of obtaining mercy, and an immediate 
application to Jefus for pardon, grace, and peace. He is now 
an eminently zealous chriftian, and is vigoroufly exerting him- 
felf to promote the knowledge of Chrift in the neighbourhood 
where he relides, “(he tract which proved fo ufeful, is pecu- 
liarly excellent, and merits a place in every collection. It is * 
Vivian's three dialogues between a minifier and one of his pa- 


‘vifbieners.. The other perfon had been a feaman in the navy, 


was a fabbath-breaker, a and a ; infhort, 
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a notorious finner. His wife brought home, from the county 
hofpital, a religious tra@t, which is given to thofe who go out 
recovered. He read it, and was convinced of his finful ways. 
it led him immediately to attend on the preaching of the gofpel, 
where he could hear the way pointed out by which a finner can 
be faved: and there is every reafon to conclude, from feveral 

rears obfervation, that he is a true difciple of fefus Chrift. 
Pe the worth of the foul be duly confidered; and what are= 
ward is here for the labours of thoufands! If two examples 
fall within the perfonal acquaintance of one man, how many, 
may we not hope, will have reafon to blefs God through all 
eternity for this method of conveying religious knowledge 3. 
efpecially when we take into the account, that numbers of per- 
fons have not the courage, nor the opportunity of makin 
known in this life the benefit they have received. Heaven will 
prefent a thoufand glorious inftances of this nature to the 
aftonifhment and goy of faithful minitters, and of zealous 
chriitians, who have laboured to fhed abroad the fweet favor 
of the Redeemer’s name. ‘ 

From the ferious confideration of thefe things, accompanied 
with the divine blefling, which ts earneftly implored to defcend 
onevery reader, may it not be hoped that there will not be one 
diiciple of Jefus who follows the Lord fully, and who is defi-— 

~ rous to be always abounding in the work of the Lord, but will 
difpofed henceforth to add this method of doing good, to 
thofe he has formerly employed ! | 
perhaps he may enquire, What tra€ts are moft pro- 
per to be given away, and calculated to do moft good, that £ 
may procure them.’ This isa queftion of no {mall importance. 
For as it is with religious books, fome are highly valuable, 
fome are comparatively ufelefs, and fome are exceedingly hurt- 
ful; fo it is as to {mall tracts. ‘Too much care cannot be 
taken, that they fhouldall be excellent in their kind. ‘Thofe 
who compofe them fhould exert their talents to the utmoft; 
and thofe who give them away fhould carefully examine what 
are beft worth their diftribution. The following qualities 
fhould be fought for, and are unitedinagoodtrad. 
Pure truth. This flowing from the facred fountain of the 
New Teftament fhould run from beginning to end, uncon- 
taminated with error, undifturbed with human fyftems; clear 
as cryftal, like the river of life. “I-here fhould be nothing in 
it of the /hzbboleth of a fect; nothing to recommend one deno- 

mination, or to throw odium on another; nothing of the 
acrimony of contending parties agdinft thofe that differ from 
them: Rut pure good-natured chriftianity, i» which all the 
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followers of the Lamb, who are looking for the mercy of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift unto eternal life, can unite with pleafure 
asin one great common caufe. Nor thould any worldly — 
fcheme be interwoven with the truth ; nor attempted to be 
concealed under it’s folds. Here fhould not be feen the flighteft 
veftige of any carnal end, in any form, or for any purpoie, 
however laudable fome may think it; nothing but divine 
truth, unmingled, unadulterated, and pure as it came from 
heaven, fit for the whole human race to imbibe. | 
‘There fhould be fome account of the way of a finner’s falva- 
tion in every tract. ‘That they fhould be on different tubjects 
is highly proper, and greatly conducive to their utility. But 


wail there fhould be interwoven the method of a finner’s re- 


covery from guilt and mifery by the atonement and grace. of 
the Redeemer. So that if a perfon were to fee but one, and 
never have an opportunity of meeting with another ‘book, he 
might plainly perceive, that, in order to hi® falvation, he mutt 
be bor; again of the Spirit, and juftified by faith in the obedi- 
ence of Jefus unto death. A tract without this is very de- 
fectiveindeed. 
It fhould be plain. Perfpicuity here is, next to truth, the 
firtt quality ofa goodtract. If the rhetorician’s rule, ‘That — 
the meaning fhould be not only fo plain that it may be under- 
ftood, but fo plain that it cannot poffibly be mifunderftood,’ 
eall for the writer’s obfervance in one initance more than 
another, it is here, where the mafs of the readers is but little 


acquainted with divine things, and their minds unaccuftomed 
to pplication ; and who, therefore, nced to have truth made 


elear as the light of day. The want of this quality is more 
than fufficient to exclude a tract from circulation, | 

It /hould be firiking. The defign is to engage the attention 
of thofe who have but little relifh for divine things: and how 
dificult matter that is when religion is the fubject, thofe who 
are accultomed to addrefs mankind on their moft important 
interefts, can fully teftify. However good a tract may be, 
as to purity of doctrine, and perfpicuity of ftyle, if it be not fo 


_compofed as to intereit the reader in a more than ordinary 


dezree, it is in danger of being thrown afide without a perulal. 
There is a way of reprefenting divine truth which renders it 
ftriking, and makes it penetrate the mind, and arreft the at- 
tention. Withthis view, itrong, pithy expreflions, lively re- 
prefentations of truth and pathetic addrefies, are here quite in 
point. For this quality thould the liberal diftributor of tracts 
diligently fearch. 
It fhould be entertaining. A plain didactic eflay ona reli- 
gious 
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gious fubject may be read by a _ chriftian with much pleafure ; 
but the perfons for whom thefe tracts are chiefly deligned, 
will fall afleep over it. This will not do: it is throwin 

money and labour away. ‘Fhere muft be fomething to allure 
the liftlefs to read, and this can only be done by blending en- 


tertainment with inftruction. Where narrative can be made — 


the medium of conveying truth, it is eagerly to be embraced, 
as it not only engages the attention, but alfo affiits the memory, 
and makes a deeper impreffion on the heart. Dvalogue is 
another way of rendering a tract entertaining. “The conver- 
fation draws the reader infenfibly along. He is generally one 
of the fpeakers introduced: he finds his own fentiments and 
reafonings attacked and defended: he feels every argument 
that is adduced ; and the fubject fixes itfelf ftrongly and deeply 
in hismind. Where neither of thefe methods can be ufed, 
ingenuity will have recourfe to various other ways of giving 
an agreeable relifh to truth, and of feafoning it fo as to whet 
the appetite of the reader. 

It fhould be full of ideas. There are but few inftances in 
which this quality can befdifpenfed with. It is but a fmall 
prefent, and therefore fhould be made as valuable as poffible. 
It’s value will rife in proportion to the number of precious 
truths which it contains. ‘To ring a change upon two ofr 
three ideas is likely to be of little fervice: it is but a mere 
tafte of food. But when every fentence contains fomethin 
ufeful and fomething new, there is ina little tract an abundant 
meal of the bread of life. For this purpofe, truth fhould be 
comprefied, The motto of every tract fhould be, Multum 
in parva: and if the foregoing qualities be attended to, there 
isno danger of compreffing too much. In preaching it may 
be neceftary to dilate more, and to fpread out truth to a larger 
extent; but ina printed tract, that is not neceflary: for it is 
one of the advantages of reading above hearing, that a perfon 
may go over any part of the fubject again and again, till he 
fully comprehends it, and lays it up in his mind. One of the 
excellencies of facred fcripture is It’s fulnefs of truth, and yet 
what book is fo plain? The more’ a tract imitates it in this 
_refpect, the more valuable, and the more ufcful, through the 
divine bleffing, it is likely to prove. 

_ What has been jutt hinted 2 before requires to be enlarged 
on, namely : that inacollection of tracts, befides thofe which 
are of common concern, there fhould be fome adapted ta vari- 
ous fituations and conditions. General exhortations, men are 
too apt to confider as things with which they have no imme- 
diate concern. When an addrels is parucular and directed to 
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- afpecified fituation, it comes home to the man’s bofom, who 


feels himfelf defcribed: and it has a more powerful effect on 
his mind. In tracts, as in preaching therefore, the more par-- 
ticularly 2 fubject can be brought. clofe to an individual’s cafe 
and feelings, the more ufeful it is likely to be. Hence the 
propriety and necedflity of tracts for the young and for the aged, 


- for the children of profperity and of affliction, for carelefs and 


for awakened ‘inners, and for entering into the reafonings, 
excufes, temptations, duties, &c. &c. of each, and pointin 
out tothem the way of the Lord. Hereby is prefented to the 


judicious chriitian an opportunity of giving to every one his 


portion of fpiritual food in due feafon. | ag 

That fimall religious tracts pofiefling thefe qualities muft be 
highly valuable, and well fuited to the important purpofe of 
conveying divine inftruction, will be readily acknowledg- — 


ed: but the difacultv is to find them. 


To remove this difficulty and to provide an abundant fup- 
ply of fuch as have been defcribed that fhall be always ready 
when called for, a SociETy has lately been inftituted ; and it’s. 
object is to collect, compofe, print and diltribute fmall reli- 


gious tracts, and to difpofe of them to fubfcribers and purcha~ 


fers on the loweft terms. _ 
_. Here then is a favourable opportunity prefented to ever 


man, of doing good to the human race: and fhould it not be 
- eagerly embraced ? How loudly do the neceffities of the world 


call for help and relief! There are millions in this highly 
favoured country as grofsly ignorant of the way in which a 
finner can be faved, as the idolaters of China: and how wide- 
ly vice, wickednefs, profanenefs, irreligion and practical atheifin 

revail in every town and village,a perfon has but to open 
his eyes to fee, and converfe with men tohear. Viewing men 


- Gn the light of immortal creatures, their cafe is truly deplorable. 
Tf the wicked ¢ fhall be turned into hell ; and they that know 


not God and obey not the gofpel, fhall be punithed with 
everlafting deftruction from the prefence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power;’ furely thofe who believe the 
fhould deeply feel for the mifery of fo many wicked © 
creatures as we fee every day around us ; and be anxioufl 
concerned by this means, as well as others, if poffible, to ak 
thefe brands out of the everlafting burnings, 
Perhaps fome may fay, ‘I am endeavouring to be ufeful to 


my fellow creatures in many ways, I cannot in all.’ Many 
who read this addrefs, are, without doubt, laying themfelves 
_ out todo good to mankind ; and every pious heart muft rejoice 
intheir benevolence. But would it not be well,O difciple 
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of Jefus, to add this to the other means which you employ, | 
and to enlarge your fphere of ufefulnefs? Few things require 
lefs trouble, lefs expence, or lefs time. Rich chri:tians may 
very extenfively ditleminate the knowledge of Chriftin this 
way, both by their own diftribution aud by the ailiftance of 
others: and perfons who have not a large portion of this 
world’s goods, may be able to devote a {mall fum for this © 
purpofe, which, by the divine bleffing, may turn to good ac- 
count. 
— Will it be objected by fome reader: ‘1 do not think the | 
 diftribution of religious tracts will do any good ?? Confider, 
- friend, here is an evident tendency to do good. That you muft 
allow: and where there is a tendency, we ought to employ the 
means, applying to, and depending upon God for his bleffing. 

But even granting that no good thould be done, your labour 
is not loft. »God is honoured by your pious endeavours to 
promote his glory. You enjoy likewife thse plealing confci- 
oufnefs of having aimed at the falvation of immortal fouls : and 
ifacup of cold water given to a difcipie of Chrift in the name 
of a difciple fhall in no wife lofe it’s reward, an attempt to ad- 
vance the kingdom of the Redeemer will not be forgotten by 
him, nor overiooked in’ that day when he maketh up his 

But your labour cannot be altogether in vain: there are 
effects which ‘though they falt fhort of the finner’s falvation, 
are far from being unimportant to him, or to the world. 
Though the truth do not convert his foul, it withholds him 
both from vices and from crimes. He is not rendered tru! 
virtuous; but he is much lefs vicious than he would 
be. inthe prefent ftate of fociety, when wickedneis {ta ks 
abroad in every form with a brazen front; to take away 
— from the mafs of vice, though but a fmall portion, and to add 
to the fum of virtue but a fingle grain, will, by the philofopher 
and the moralilt, be neither overlooked nor defpifed. 

- But there is reafon to hope that ftill higher and nobler ends 
may bé attained; and that many may be hereby led t> the 
faving knowledge of the truth as it is in Jefus. Survey for 
a moment, in the cafe of an individual, the blefings you h.ve 
conveyed. ‘The man is by reading your tract made wifer than 
if you had taught him all fcience, and richer aud happier than 
if you had given him a world, He follows J-fus, and ihines 
asa light on the earth. Hischildren are trained up in the 
fear of God; and his family is the abode of fanctity and love. 
He is a blefling to all around: and endeavours, both by his 
example and his inftru€tion, to bring his neighbours and his 
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friends to an acquaintance with the Saviour. Thofe who are 
yet unborn will have reafon to call him bleffed, and to thank 


- the chriftian who put the chofen tract intohis hand. 


The pleafures of fuccefs will unfpeakably furpafs what the 
world’s Epicures find in the fweeteft draughts from the moft 


delicious fountains of fenfual delight. Should heaven by it’s 


divine influences render the portion of facred truth contained 


ina tract you handed to an humble traveller as you pafled | 
along the road, the power of God to his falvation: and fhould 
- you afterwards meet him and hear with aftonifhment the for- 


otten ftranger fay,‘ I fhall have reafon blefs you, 
Sir, for your prefent: It has faved my foul:’ Princes might | 
envy your feelings, and beg afhareof your joys. Should you 
not hear of it on earth, if when you are in heaven, one of it’s” 


glorious inhabitants fhould approach you with looks of grati- 


tude, and fay, ‘ To you, my dear friend, under God, I owe this 
bright, eternal crown: That memorable day when you put 
the little book into my hand, though forgotten by you, will 
never'be erafed from my mind. ‘Through the grace of Jefus, 
it made me wife unto falvation.’ Who fhall attempt to ex- | 
prefs, in the language of mortal men, the raptures of your foul! 
Such words mutt be fweeter than the mufic of heaven to the 
ear. Letnot thefe be confidered as improbable fuppofitions : 


they may be realized to many of the members of the Religious 


Traét Society. With what ardour fhould the thought infpire 
the difciples of Jefus ! The very poffibility fhould make every © 
one afraid of neglecting to enrol his name among the friends of 


this inflitution, and to become a fower of the precious feed of 
heavenly truth. 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 

DEAR SIR, | 
ONE of your Correfpondents, the modeft and pious Kezia, - 
at p. 116, vol. ii. of your entertaining Magazine, wifhes 
for a little to be faid on the Difpofition and Character of 
David, compared with fome Moral Injun@tions of the New 
Teftament, &c. If you think the following Obfervations 
in a good degree proper, and likely to give good Kezia 
fatisfaction, they are at your fervice. aha 


I. Ir feldom happens that any propofition is more certain 


and evident than that, David was a good man. Itis generally 


granted 
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granted on all hands, and but few have ever denied it; and 
~ thofe few have, by denying it, expofed themfelves to theinfamy — 
attached to the character of the unjuft judge, who neither . 
feared God nor regarded man. ‘Tohis is certain; fuch men do 
not pay a fufficient regard to the bible as an infpired book ; 
| ecules in that book fo much is faid to the honor, yea, to the 
everlafting honor of David. His love to God; his zeal for 
the glory of God ; his defign and preparation for building an 
houfe for divine worfhip ; his regular care to pleafe God in the 
general courfe of his life, which will all evidently appear in his 
hiftory and writings ; all leave. the propofition, one would 
imagine, without doubt. 
2. As all good men are, while in this world, imperfect and — 
expofed to temptation and fin, fo was David; and, as many 
other good men have done, he yielded to temptation, and fell 
‘into very abominable, aggravated, and accumulated fin and 
guilt. But the facred writer of his life hath given a fair, faith- 
ful account of his great fins; and he, himfeif, hath confefled — 
them frankly and fully, and before the whole world as well as 
- to the prophet commitiioned from God toreprovehim, But 
fuch an ingenuous and public confeffion, is much in his favor, 
and not the contrary. ‘I"he fins which chequered and tainted 
his character were thofe, foo well known, in the cafe of Uriah 
and Bathfheba. The holy hiftorian long after David died. 
gives this account of him.—* David did that which was right _ 
gn the eyes of the Lord, and turned not afide from any thing 
_ that he commanded him, all the days of his life, fave on} yinthe ~ 
matter of Uriah the Hittite.” 1 Kings, xv. §. He was, in 
the general, the man after God’s own heart, and he was fo 
_ particularly, in that he was fo well qualifis! fora King and 
Governor, which feems to be the circumitance to which that 
grand remark is applied, 

3. As for that fcruple of Kezia, his (David’s) fo often, and 
ef{pecially in Pfalm togth, execrating his enemies, and the ene- 
mies of God, perhaps tne following may not be quite unufeful 
4. If David were wrong at all in thuscurfing wicked men, 
then he muft be very wrong. If it were finful, it muft be pe- 
Culiarly aggravated. ‘This furely will not be denied by any; 
confequently, to enlarge on proot is unneceflary. 

2. But, if it were fo much, fo aggravatedly wicked, is it 
- Not natural to expedct to find David feverely reproved for it, 
_ by fome of the faithful holy writers, either of his cotemporaries 
or of their fucceflors ? Were they not very faithful in reproving 
tim for his great fins? Have they not largely defcribed how 
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much God was offended with his great fins ? If his curfing 
wicked men had been fo peculiarly abominable, would not the 
holy writers have known this? And, if they had known it, 
would they have been iilent ! Yet every onc knows that David 
is never. reprov- -d, nor blamed by any facred writer, for this. 
Not one! has faid of this, “The ith; that David had done 
difpleafed the Lord.” 

. Was not David himfelf, a man of a remarkably tender 
confcience ? Is it eafy, is it poflible to find another faint of 
God, in the whole Old Teltament Hiitory, like David in. 
this? isthere one, fo highly favoured in Divine Providence, 
exalted from the fheep-cote to a throne of fuch diznity and 


glory, beloved and carefled by the generality of his own people, 


and loved or feared by ail tne neighbouring nations, fo unwil- 
ling todo wrong, as David was? If therefore, David’s curfing 

wicked men had been fuch a iin, as is fuppofed, would not he 
have acknow}dged it with fincerity and deep repentance ? But 


Is there any evidence that he ever does thus acknowledge it ¢ 


4. 1s not David remarkable, efpecially, for his fincere and 


inviolable affections to his friends, and his meecknefs, modera- 
tion and mercy to his perfonal enemies? Where do we find a 


good man, in fuch a nigh ftation, in four thoufand years, like 
David for this honorable flate of temper? It will be fu‘ficient 
to fee what he rage and hear what he fays, for the illuitration 
of this remark, What hedoes. It is well known that 
iu!, the redecellor of David in the kingdom of Ifrael, hated 
avid, without a caufe. That Divine Providence feveral 
senivt gave Saul intothe hands and power of his exiled, fugitive 
fervant. 3 Sam. xxiv. ult. xxvi. ult.&c. Did David kill him? 
Did he fu Ter his fervants to do it? Who, but David, would 
have f{p.red the life of fuch an unjuftly malicious and implaca- 
ble enewsy! in what hiitory of mankind have fuch inftances, 
fuch repeated inftances, in fuch circumftances occurred, except 


in David’s Son and David’s Lord, of moderation, and love to 


enemies? Did David vender evil for evil? Lethis exemy {peak | 
forhim. “ And he,” Saul, faid to David,“ thou haft reward- 
ed me good, whereas | have rewarded thee evil.” Was it 
natural or coinmon with David to render evil for evil, when 
it was perfonal evil? Doesnot the general ftate of his mind, 


his conduét in general, prove the very reverfe? Witnefs 


his behaviour to Joab and his brother Abifhai, to Abiathar, 
to Shimei, and to his defperately inhuman fon Abfalom. Their 
hiftory is too well known, to need any particular remarks. 

The plain truth is, David, in mercy agd compaffion to his per- 


fonal enemies, exceeded all mény, of whom we have any account — 
Th 
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sn the Old Teftament, in fimilar circumftances.. “His fidelity 
and conftant love to his friends are very confpicuous, in his 
{tate of exile ;. in his exalted ftate ; to Kings his equals, in this 
re{fpect, as Hiram King of Tyre, and others; to many noble- 
men, Officers and foldiers in his army ; but, efpecially to 
Fonathan and his family. 2. Hear whathe fays. We tran- 
{cribe one paflage out of many. ‘ Falfe witnefles did rife up 
againft me ; they laid to my charge things that | knew not | 
They rewarded me evil for good to the fpoiling of my foul. 
But, as for me, when they were fick, my clothing was fack- 
cloth: I humbled my foul with fafting, and my prayer re- 
turned intomy own bofom. I behaved myfelf as though he 
had been my friend or brother: I bowed down heavily as one 
that mourneth for his mother,”’ &c. &c. Pla. xxxv. 11—15, 
This account from aman, whofe veracity we cannot doubs, 
with many more, much like it, is almoft calculated to induce 
one to fay, The man is furely a chriftian rather than an old 
teftament faint! What could have been expected more from 
him, as to this difpofition, if he had been in the congregation, 
~ when the Lord Jefus preached his fermon on the mount, and 
taught morality in it’s perfeGtion? Is not this directly, “ Love 
your enemies ; blefs them that curfe you; do good to them 
that hate you; and pray for them that defpitefully ufe you and 
_ perfecute you?” Mat.v.44. Is not this “Be not overcome 
of evil: but overcome evil with good,” and fuch like new 
teftament moral directions ? Peel 
5- Once more, it is urged ftill that David does, fometimes, 
utter the language of execration againft his fellow creatures. 
{t is granted: and a few words more may be, perhaps, ufeful 
directly on that. 1 ae 
1. ‘here is no neceflity to fignalize David in this practice ; 
other very eminent faints of God, belides David, have done 
the fame ; as, Noah, Mofes, Elijah and Elitha of old-teitamenge 
date ; not to mention fome inftances of apsftelic, awful autho- 
rity, which are perhaps very fimilar to the execrations of Da- 
vid and other old-teftament prophets. 
2. Is it not moft natural and eafy to fay that David, and 
the reft, above, uttered thefe execrations, as prophets and by 
divine infpiration? Is it not certain that fome invifible aoent 
effected their curfes, and brought down the punifhment on 
the guilty ? Will any one chufe to afcribe this to Beelzebub. 
and fay that thefe good men were partners with the prince bf 
devils ? It were very ealy to prove this impoffible$ but our 
- paper will not fuffer us to do this, in a formal Way. That 
the punifhments were inflicted according to the meaning and 
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boundary of the execrations is too plain to be doubted, with- 
out doubting the truth of bible hiftory. The pofterity of | 
Ham aré, to this day, fervants and flaves to the pofterity of 
Shem and Japheth, according to the curfe of Noah. ‘The 
curfe of Jofhua was exactly fulfilled onthe family of the builder 
of Jericho. 1 Kings, xvi. 34. “Two fhe-bears did come 


and deftroy the children of the Bethelites, in confequence of 


thecurfe of Wlifha. Gehazi went out a leper, white as fnow, 


_ after the prophet had faid, The leprofy of Naaman fhould 


coine upon hin; not toinftance more, nor, is there any reafon 
to doubt of the accomplifhment and infliction of the execra- 
tions of David, according to their dreadful meaning. 
3. As for Pfa. cix. in which are the moft pointed, and fome 
of the moft terrible execrations uttered or written by David, 
it will deferve particular attention. 1. This pfalm affords us 
more evidence of the general reigning difpofition of this great 
faint of God ; that, as above, in perfonal offences, and to his 


_ perfonal enemies, he was aftonifhingly moderate, meek and 


long-fuffering : that he rendered good for evil. ‘They com- 
pafled me about alfo with words of hatred; and fought againft 
me without a caufe. For my Jove they are my adverfaries : 


but I give myfelf unto prayer. And they have rewarded me 


evil for good, and hatred for my love.” Pfa. cix.3, 4, 5. 
Thefe wicked men are primarily the identical enemies of 
David; as Saul, Shimei, Cufh, Ahitophel, Abfalom, &c. or 


ultimately the enemies of the Lord Jefus Chrift; who are, by 


the fpirit of prophecy, here antedated, and, among thefe, Fudas 
the Traitor efpecially. David {peaks of his enemies in the 
plural, fometimes; but, from ver. 6th to ver 20, he generally 
{peaks of one remarkably wicked man. Befides, Peter, Acts 1. 
feems to refer to this very pfalm, as applicable to Judas, and > 
fulfilled by Judas, and in him ; by his f1n, and in his punifhment, 
and awful and tragical end !—‘“ This {cripture muft needs 


. have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghoft, by the mouth of 


David, {pake before concerning Judas—Let his habitation be 
defolate, and let no man dwell therein; and his bifhopric, let 
another take.” Actsi. 17. 20. 3. It is very remarkable 
what fimilarity there was between fome of David’s enemies, 
and the enemies of Chriit, efpecially Judas, in both their fin 
and punifhment. Judas wasthe completedt hypocrite, generally 


- found in human fhape; and were not Saul, and Ahitophel and 


Abfalom remarkably fo too? Judas was pofleffed by the 
Devil, and was not Saul often the fame? Judas hanged himfelf, — 


fo did Ahitophel; and Abfalom was hanged. Judas’s 


bowels gufhed out, and was not the cafe the fame with Saul ? 
| Judas’s 
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udas’s office was given to another ; and was not the cafe the 
| with Saul, Ahitophel and Abiathar? In fhort, Judas 
- wasa dreadful monument of divine vengeance, and fo were 
- Saul and Ahitophel and Abfalom. Did they not all prove 
that *¢ the bloody and deceitful man fhall not live out half 
his days ?”’ 

Befides that, as Peter fays above, The Holy Ghoft fpake 
by the mouth of David; fo another paflage fays, concerning 
another old-teftament prophet :—“ He curfed them im the 
name of the Lord.” 2 Kings, ii. 24. Do not thefe two paf- 
fages fufficiently expound our whole bufinefs? Is there an 
good reafon to believe that Elifha curfed the children of Bethel 
in the name of the Lord, any more than he did Gehazi? Or, 
that he did not curfe Gehazi in the name of the Lord, the fame 
as he did thefe? Is there any reafon to fuppofe that David 
uttered the imprecations in the rogth pfalm, any more by the 
Holy Ghoft than he did in execrating Joab and his family? — 
The curfe on Joab is terrible indeed! “ Let it reft on the © 
head of Joab, and on all his father’s houfe: and let there not 
fail from the houfe of Joab, one that hath an iflue, or that is 
a leper, or that leaneth on a ftaff, or that falleth on the fword, 
or that lacketh bread.” The eafieft and fafeft way of folving 
the difficulty, is, that David fpake by the Holy Ghoft, or, “ the 
Holy Ghoft fpake by the mouth of David.” 

5. ‘Thefe remarks have two ends toanfwer. 1. To jultify 
David; and, 2, to fatisfy good Kezia. 1. In juftifying Da- 
vid therefore, I fay, there is no evidence that when he vented — 
his dreadful imprecations againft wicked men, he did this, not ~ 
out of perfonal hatred ; from impatience and imitation of his — 
own fpirit, from malice already indulged: but from the in. 
fluence of the divine fpirit. Had it been from the former, 
it would have been unjuftifiable, abominable and devilifh, und 
all men would execrate David’s difpofition: but, he bem 
taught of God to fay ‘what he did, this not only juftifies him 
from every envious charge, but demands our reverence ‘to 
himfelf and to his awful words. 2. To fatisfy Kezia; ler 
what we have faid ‘be well weighed. David was fomeiinies 
too much irritated and elated in the ftate of his mind, and 
fions; fo he was when he numbered the people, a little beture © 
his death, and fo he feems to be fadly in the cafe of Nubal of 

ezreel. But he did not denounce the divine vengeance agai: ft 


abal; he procecded ona principle of hunian revenge, and, __ 


if divine mercy had not interpofed, the confequences would, 
probably, have been fatal, and David’s charaéter would have 
fuftained an indelible blot. {His difpofition and defign, in that 


affair, 


t 


affair, feems quite unjuftifable ; but a gracious. providence 
revented the execution : for which, all wholove God, fhould 
be thankful! The cafe feems to be thus with the beft of men, 
even of the holy writers themfelves. They were frail men, 
imperfect at their befteftate ; and not free from a pofhbility of 
finning, nor from the danger of it. But when they {poke by 
divine infpiration, and for God, in this they were fafe. This 
feems to be the cafe with them always, when they denounced or 
imprecated divine vengeance on their fellow-creatures for 
their fins. | 
I do not know whether it be neceflary or not, but perhaps, 


it may be ufeful for Kezia, to adda word more. It is remark- 


ed above, that when the holy writers imprecate divine ven- 


‘geance on men for fin, by divine infpiration, then they are fafe 


from error, &c. But fome old-teftament faints, have made 
free with their terrible execrations of men and things when they 


were, by no means, juftifiable. So did Job and Jeremiah. 


The former of whom is foundly reproved, for his unguarded 


_exprefhions, by his friends, and by his Maker ; and he repents 
an duft and aihes. ‘The cafe of the Jatter may, perhaps, be 


more doubtful. Perhaps he may perfonate the Jews, in their 


_defperate miferies, which were coming faft on them. However, 


I fee no evidence of the propriety of thisremark. The cafe 
with both of them is peculiarly deplorable. ‘They feel and 
prove that oppreffion makes awife man mad.” 

Their external and bodily mifery 1s remarkably terrible, 
and their minds are funk very low. Impatience has got the 
dominion over both their faith and hope, and they utter things, 
which, at that time, they underftood not fufficiently. Perhaps 
all that needs to be faid, and all that can be faid with fafety, 


is this. Their minds were much confufed, and their words 


feem to be confufed too: but the creatures and things they 


curfe cannot be fuppofed to be guilty, having done nothing - 


wrong, The day and night in which they were born, and the 


man who carried tidings of their. birth were all znnocent, of 
any offence tothem. ‘The righteous Judge of all things, and 


_abfolute Governor of the world, would not hear their impré- 
-cations againft innocent creatures; how much foever his 


mercy might extenuate the crime, or excufe the unhappy 


Conclufion. Let Kezia, and every other who wifhes to 
pleafe God, and to be found of him at laft in peace, remember 
that old-teftament faints are not our complete examples. David 


and many others, then, under{tood moral duty well for the 


difpenfation under which they lived; but the law of God was. | 


not 
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got then laid open’in the fulleft manner. The honor of that 
was referved for the New Teftament, and for the Lord of 
Glory. His example was a perfect rule for every chriftian. He - 
did not come to deftroy men’s lives, but to fave them. Let not 
any of his followers even wifh evil to any of our fellow- 
creatures ; but with every one well, and pray for all. If we 
feel any thing of fpite, ill-will, prejudice or malice, reign in 
_ our hearts, fo that we cannot pray for the worft of mankind, 

even for our enemies; it is to be feared that we are not con- 
verted to God. Letall bitternefs, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil-fpeaking be put away from you, with 
all malice. And be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God, for Chrift’s fake, hath for- 


given you.” 


Auguft 7, 1799: 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER FROM A FRIEND TO THE EDITOR. 
. Dear Brother, | 


— In my laft I -had fcarcely any room left, properly to inform 
you of the ftate of my health, When you faw me, both 
doctors and friends appeared to view my cafe as quite hopelefs, 
as many have acknowledged fince. But that which appears 
{fo likely to men totake place, the Lord can, when he pleafes, 
entirely change the appearance of; for it is he that bringeth 
down to thegrave and raifeth up again, 
_In about a week or rather more after you left M.T began flow- 
to amend; and got fo much ftrength that I cauld ride 3 or 
4 miles at a time; but about three weeks ago I had a very 
great relapfe: my medicine difagreed with me, and brought 
- onanalmoft conftant ficknefs, which at laft was accompanied 
with a violent lax, which wafted my flefh and reduced my 
ftrength more thanever ; but the Lord, who is rich in mercy, 
fpared me at that time alfo, and fince which I hope I have 
been gaining a little ftrength, though it is very flowly, and I 
am ftill very weak and not likely to be foon able to preach ; 
though I have not engaged in that work fince the 14th of 
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June. But Oh! how fhall I be fufficiently thankful to my 

gracious God, who hath dealt fo tenderly with me! F or though 
my affliction has been long, and { am brought very low, yet _ 
but a fmall part of the time has been heavy, and God hath 
racioully afforded me his prefence to cheer my heavieft hours, 
T have found this «ffliction a {chool of wifdom to my foul. I 
have learned to live more upon the dear Saviour, and the pro- 
mifes of an unchangeable God. I truft I feel at this time 
the love of Chrift conftraining me. becaufe he hath died for 
‘me indtfifen again. It is my defire through the aid and ine 
fluence of the {pirit of God, henceforth not to live unto my- 
felf, but unto Him who hath manifeited fuch unfpeakable love — 
to meand to ail mankind. 
My mind js often very deeply affeéted, even to tears, tha¢ 
I have had the prayers of fo many of God’s dear people, both 
at home and in other places. Surely my God hath heard them, 
and delivered, at prefent, my foul from death. Oh that my 
life may praife him. May my death alfo praife him. Al] 
my defire is, that God may be glorified in me whether it be by 
life or by death. Dear brother, ftiJl pray for me, and if you | 
can {pare a few minutcs, let me have a letter by the next 
magazine. I ftand in much need of encouragement. Since 
I began to amend, my cough has increafed, efpecially of late, | 
and is troublefome at prefent, which makes me fometimes 
doubtful whether I fhell fully recover May God help me 
always to fay, thy willbe done. 
great efteem, 1 am, &c, 

the Editor of the General Baptif! Magazine, 

As you gave the Poem on the Unyversg a place in your 
Jaft, I here fend you another piece (as J then jntimated) 
from the fame author, which will, I hope, be-jnftru€tive to 
many of our readers; for the works, a$ wel] as the 

worn of God, thew forth his glory. ue 
The Copernican, or Solar Syftem of Aflronomy.—~+A brief 
cription of Sele f PF 
“ “THE fun, with the planets and comets which move round 
hun as their centre, conftitute the Solar Syftem. Thofe — 
| waich 
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which are near the fun, not only finifh their circuits fooner, 
but likewife move fafter in their refpeétive orbits, than thofe 
which are more remote fromhim. Their motions are all per.- 
formed from Weft to Eaft, in orbits nearly circular. Their | 
names, diftances, bulks, and periodical revolutions, are as 

~The fun, an immenfe globe of fire, is placed near the com- 
mon centre of all the planets, and turns round his axis in 
25 days 6 hours, as is evident by the motion of fpots fen on 
his furface; which have often been remarked to keep this 
time before they difappeared. His diameter is computed to 
be 763,000 miles: all planets feen from him move the fame 
way, and according to the order of the figns in the gradual cir- 
cle, Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, &c. which reprefent the _ 
great ecliptic in the heavens; but as feen from any one planet, 
the reft appear fometimes to go backward, and fometimes 
forward, and fometimes.to ftand ftill ; notin circles or ellipfes, 
- but in looped curves, which never return into themfelves, 


To be continued. 
- To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 
SIR, 


_ BEING deeply fenfible of, and affe&ted with, my own want — 
of pulpit furniture; and obferving a fimilar want in fome 
others: and, what is yet worfe, a prejudice againit it in many 
of our hearers: | fhail efteem it a favour if you will give us 
a few pages fucceflively in the future numbers of your ufeful — 
mifcellany, of the Difcourfes of James Fordyce, on the Elo- 

quence and Action of the Pulpit; (page 153 to 208, and 22g 
to 298, London edition, printed for Dodfley, 1755.) Which 
I truft may be inftructive to fome who have need of it, and 
moderate thofe whofe minds are biafled againft it. hes cays 

A compliance with the above requeft will, Sir, much eblige 

your fervant, and conftant reader, 
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Ox Wedhnefday, Sept. rr, 1799, purfuant to a former 
agreement, a meeting was held at Chatham, in. Kent, prefent, 
brethren Dan Taylor, John Shenfton, and Thomas Bore of 
London ; Robert Smith, of Nottingham ; and Jofeph Hobbs, 
of Chatham. Brother Edward Sexton, of Chefham, had en- 
gaged fo meet with them, but was prevented by the illnefs of 

Brother Taylor having opened the meeting by prayer, it was 
I. That brethren D. Taylor, E. Sexton, J. Shenfton, and 

. Hobbs, intend to meet together twice in the year, for the 
purpofe of confulting on the moft proper methods of promoting © 


_ intereft of the Lord Jefus Chrift. 


2. That it be recommended to the brethren in our refpective 
churches, and to our General Baptift brethren at large, fo far 
as they can make it convenient, to unite with us in this defign, 
_andto meet with usonthefe occafions, 

3. That at every fuch meeting, two fermons be preached 
in the evening. | 
4 That at every fuch meeting, every minifter be requefted, 
as far as he may think prudent, to mention the ftate of the 
church over which he prefides, and the ftate of religion in the 
‘congregation and neighbourhood. 
That on alt thefe occafions, it be enquired “ What fteps 

can we take, more effectually to promote the religion of 
_Jefus”? and that every one prefent give his opinion on that 
fubject. 

Brothet R. Smith concluded the conference with prayer. 
After the conference two fermons were preached to a full 
congregation. — The former by brother R. Smith, from 1 Cor. 

ix. 16. “ Woe is untome if I preach not the gofpel.”—-The 
latter by brother D. Taylor, from Phil. iv. 3. “I entreat thee 


Blo, true yoke-fellow, help thofe women which laboured with 


me in the gofpel, with Clement alfo, and with other:my fellow- 
labourers, whofe names are in the book of life.”’ en’ 
Brother J. Shenfton began the public fervice, and brother © 
D. Taylor concluded it, with prayer. Brother T. Bore gave 
Refolved,—T hat the next meeting be held at the Meeting- 
houfe in Church-lane, White-chapel, on the fecond Wednefday 
omy April, 1800. To begin precifely at 12 c’clock ; re = 
rother 
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brother Sexton and brother Hobbs fhall preach the two fer- 
mons inthe evening. 
When the public fervice was concluded, brother D. Taylor 
was unanimoufly requefted to write and publifh a fmall cheap 
Traét, on the “ Nature and tendency of the gofpel,” to be cir- 
culated among the General Baptift Churches, and all others, 
who may chufe to read it. A thoufand of thefe tracts were 
immediately fubfcribed for, by the brethren who were prefent. 
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SELECT PUBLICATIONS. 
: 4 Vindication o f the Calvinifiic Doétrines of Human Depravity, 


_ the Atonement, Divine Influences, Ge. in a Series of Letters 
to the Rev. F. Belfham: occafioned by his “ Review of Mr. 

Wilberforce’s Treatife.” With an Appendix, addreffed te 
the Author of “ Letters on Hereditary Depravity,” by T. 
Williams, Author of the Age of Infidelity, Fe. 255 pagess 

_ 8vo. 48. in Boards. Chapman, Matthews, Button, &e. 


Tu ERE is afingularity in the title of thefe Letters. The 
doctrines are called Calviniftic doctrines; though it is well 
known that they are fteadily and zealoufly maintained by 
Baxterians, Lutherans, Arminians, and many Arians, as well 
as by Calvinifts. Of this the ingenious author feems aware; 
and therefore, in his dedication to Mr. Wilberforce, he fays, 
“ Averfe as I am to party language, I have not been able 
wholly to avoidit. The term Calwinift, in) particular, has, 
by various arts been rendered odious; yet, under this term, 
writers generally comprehend the doétrines 6f 
man Depravity, the Atonement of Chrift, and the Influences — 
of the Holy Spirit; acircumftance which has obliged me to 
adopt it; though | am fenfible, that thefe truths are no lefs dear 
to thoufands who do not pafs under the denomination of Cal- 
vinifts.”” > | | 
How far Mr. W’s readers may think this a fufficient reafon 
for fo fingular a title, we cannot pretend to determine. But 
every honeéft man’s reafons for his own conduét are facred to 
himfelf; and in this. view the candid reader will probably juf« 
tify the author, though he himfelf may not be fully fatished, - 
The: Letters, including thofe on the Appendix, aré twenty 
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‘The fabjedts are important. — “ On the Teftof Truth ; Scripe 


ture Doctrine of the Depravity of Human Nature; Mr. B’s 
View of the prefent State of Human Nature; Origin of Hu- 


man Depravity; The Quantum of Moral Evil; Of Satan, 


and a future Punifhment; Unitarian Notions of Atonement ; 
Origin. and Defign of Sacrifices; the Scripture Doctrine of 
Atonement ; the Latercelfion of Chrift; Terms of Acceptance 
with God; of Divine Influences, and Experimental Religion, 
Effe&ts and confequences of the Calviniftic Syftem. 
Appendix. Additional Remarks on the Authority of Scrip- 
ture in this controverfy; Man’s Original State and Fall; 
Scriptural Proofs of Natural Depravity vindicated ; It’s con- 
fiftency with other doctrines; the Poffibility of Hereditary 
ravity ; Recapitulation of Evidence.—Conclufion,”’ 


Though we with that the author had fubftituted Evangeli. _ 


cal, Scriptural, or fome other epithet inftead of Calviniftic, yet 
- we think it our duty to obferve that, except a few expreffions, 
thefe Letters may be read with fatisfaction, by real chriftians 
of all denominations. ‘There are indeed, in them fome keen 
_farcafms; and here and there, a few ftrokes of pleafantry: but 
on the whole, we rejoice to read fo many pertinent obferva- 


tions made upon a book which, in our opinion, is adapted, 


(however defigned) to fubvert the moft important parts of 


chriftianity, both in faith and practice. Such, we are per-_ 


fuaded, is the tendency of Mr. Belfham’s “ Review,” which 
gave birth to this publication. 


Remarks on the Rev. Rowland Hill’s Journal, &c.in a Letter to 


the Author: including, Refleftions on Tiinerant and Lay 
Preaching. By John Jamiefon, D.D. Minzfler of the Go/pél. 


a 


| Edinburgh, Second Edition, 88 pages, Ogle, 15. 


MR. Hill, having made a Tour through the North of 


England and part of Scotland,’’ thought it proper to publith 


a Journal of this Tour, “ with Remarks on the prefent State _ 
of the Church of Scotland, and of the different feeeffions — 


therefr om,” &c. | 

Dr. Jamiefon, a minifter of great repute, and great ability 
among the Seceders, has found it neceflary to make thefe ree 
marks on Mr. Hill’s Journal, to prevent the injury which it 
might occafion to that body of chriflians to which he is at- 
tached. Mr. H. appears, through inattention, or for want of 


better information, (for his antagonift acquits him from the 
@barge of mifreprefentation) to have been guilty of pet 
| grote 


. 


REVIEW. 39% 


grols miftdkes in the ftatements he has laid before the eye of 


the public. On thefe miftakes, Dr. J. hus animadverted with 


a becoming freedom, but with great candour, confidering how 


important the charges are which are exhibited wi r HL 
againit his party and how unre«iqnable (not to uiijuft) 
it muft appear to every chriitan that fuch charges fhould be 
publifhed without the cleareft evidence of their truth, and the 
-moft accurate information that could be obtained. ‘We iin- 
cerely wif that Dr. J’s obfervations and reafonings may have 
their proper effect on the underitandings and on ghe conf{ci- 
~ ences of all who read them; and that his letter to Mr. H, 
may be very extentively circulated, and carefully peruled. 


| 


OBITUARY. 


SOME ACCOUNT OF RICHARD THOMPSON, @ 
DEACON 1N THAT BRANCH OF THE BAPTIST 
CHURCH AT MELBOURN MEETING AT PACKS 
INGTON. 


RiucuarD THOMPSON was born at Markfield, ia 
Leicefterfhire, and had the misfortune to Jofe his father when 
he was about fixteen or feventeen years of age. i: 

After the death of his father, he removed to his grandfather 
at Packington, who was a member of the Baptiit Church, 


_ and by profeffion a gardener and dealer in muftard: and after — 


the death of the ald man, the above occupations were carried 
forward by his grandfon to the end of his life. 

His coming to Packington to refide with his grandfather,” 
brought him under the found of the glorious gofpel of Jefus 


Chriit, by the muiniftry of the General Baptifts, which from — 


this time he attended. 

_ When he was about the age of twenty-one, he became 
concerned for the ftate of his immortal foul in good earnedt, 
He was convinced of his natural depravity, and faw clearly 


that he was a rebel againft his God, that he had broken the 
divine law, and was under it’s dreadful curfe: in a fituation — 
«very way helplefs and undone. | 


‘bin this ftate, I am informed, by one who was intimately 


acquainte 


> 
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- acquainted with him, he continued a long time, before he could 
find any peace for his guilty confcience: nor was he able to 
fay at what particular time, or by what particular circumftance, 
his converfion was effected: but that it was a gradual work : 
prot in his foul by the fpirit of God, and the power of the 


ofpel. 
f T! he ‘change now produced in him was productive of, and 
accompanied with, fuch a love to the Lord Jefus, his ordinances 
and people, that he propofed himfelf a candidate for baptifm 
and fellowfhip; and being approved, he was baptized at Mel_ 
bourn, and received as a member of the church, according to 
‘he beft information I can obtain, in the fummer of 1770, and 
in the efteem of thofe who have known him all the time, he 
continued’ to walk worthy of the gofpel to the end of his 
be 
In a year or two after he had joined the church, he entered 
into the marriage ftate with Elizabeth, the daughter of John 
Salefbury, of Packington: fhe was a partaker of the grace of | 
God, and a member of the fame community. By her he had | 
one daughter, who died when fhe was about 16 or 17 years 
of age. | 
| About feven or eight years ago, as near as I can gain in- 
formation, it pleafed the Lord to “ take away the defire of 
his eyes with a ftroke.” He was now left alone, and continued 
a widower to the end of his days; living by himfelf (except 
about a year at the laft) performing every office which he 
ftood in need of, fave that of wafhing his linen. a 
_ In the year 1784, the church faw it needful to look -out 
- fome perfon to affift brother Mee, of Afhby-de-la-Zouch, in 
the office of a deacon. Their eyes were directed to brother 
T hompfon, and he was chofen by them to actin that capacity; © 
which he continued to difcharge with much faithfulnefs, till 
within a few weeks of his death, when, perceiving his diffo- 
lution {peedily approaching, he became anxious to refign his 
office and accounts into fome other hand. © | 
. For thefe laft five years | have been intimately acquainted 
with him. His houfe has long been the place of entertain- 
ment and lodging for minifters ; and we have had preaching 
there once a fortnight on week days, befides frequently on 
Lord’s days. ‘This gave me great opportunity of converfing 
freely with brother Thompfon, and he delighted in that which 
was good to the ufe of edifying. “The books he read were 


. chiefly the Bible, Dr. Watts’s Sermons, his Mifcellaneous 


Thoughts, and Lyric Poems ; Dr. Young’s Night Thoughts, 
and Mrs. Rowe’s Devout Exercifes of the Heart. bis 
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thefe works he was fo familiar, that he would quote many 
parts of them in a ftriking and improving manner to fuit the 
fubject of conv erfation. 

It was his conftant praétice to rife early, efpecially in fum- 
mer; and the firft thing with brother Thompfon after dref- 
fing was to retire to an adjoining room, where I could hear 
him through the partition, which was but thin, addrefs the 
divine Majefty confefling his great unworthinefs, lamenting 
his many imperfections, complaining of the corruptions of his 
depraved nature, imploring forgivenefs through the blood of 
the Lamb, and earneftly craving the influences of God’s holy 
fpirit through the day. | | 
Nor did he forget Zion. He prayed fervently for the 
peace of Jerufalem, and for fuccefs upon the labours of all 
God’s miniftring fervants. 

From his prayers I doubt not I reaped much advantage ; 
and though I heard him but imperfectly, I found my mind 

uickened and excited to greater diligence in drawing near to 
God, for mercy and grace tohelpintimeof need, 

And during all my intimacy with him I ever found him to 
be uniform, not without his failings, but always humble on 
- account of them ; aman whom I believed to be a grave, faith- 
ful, fincere, and devout chriftian, 
_ He had long laboured under a feeble and infirm conftitution ; 
but this laft {pring he began to be much worfe, his old infir- 
mities and weaknefs increafed, accompanied with a violent 
cough, which threatened fpeedily to diffolve the tabernacle 
clay. 

Ih shis illnefs a defpondency of mind took place, with regard 
to his fpiritual ftate. He thought his paft life fell fo far ore 
of that holinefs and purity the gofpel teaches, and infpires, 
that he fhould be rejected before the Judas wee 

In this fituation | have endéavoured to comfort him from 
the confideration of the great mercy and love of God, the ten-_ 
der pity he bears to all his children, the infinite dying love and” 
compaffion of the dear Redeemer, who was in all points tempt- - 
ed like as we are, yet without fin; and whois ableto fucc ur 
them that are tempted; and will caft out none who come to - 
God by him: intreating him ftill to truft in the blood of 
Chritt, with all his heart, and not to caft away his confidence, 

_ Which would have great recompence of reward. ; 

At fometimes he would appear to gather comfort and en- — 
couragement ; and at other times he would bitterly lament, 
with tears, his great imperfections and deep depravity, faying 

Veu. Il. all: my 
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my corruptions are not common corruptions: and after all 
my fun mutt fet in darknefs. beg: 

To fee him in this ftate deeply affeéted my mind; but I 
faw nothing that I could do befides applying fimilar advice to 
_ that before-mentioned: and when joining in prayer with him, 
intreat the Father of mercics to caufe the darknefs to remove, 
and the light of the Redeemer’s countenance to fhine upon — 
him. | 

He had frequently requefted me to attend his funeral, and 
deliver a difcourfe to the people on the occafion; but not — 
to chufe any text that would appear to have any relation to 
him. This I promifed to do, God wiiling ; butmy Heavenly | 
Father faw good to order it otherwiie, by laying a heavy af- 
_ fliétion upon me, which has kept me from public preaching 
more than two months already: fo that [ had not an oppor- — 
ag of feeing Brother Thompfon for the laft three weeks of 
his life. ees 
He has acknowledged to mein our converfation that his 

fears did not arife from any doubt he had of the infinite mercy 
_ and love of God, or of the ability of Chrift to fave them that 
come to God by him, or of the fuitablenefs of the gofpel to 
man’s fallen ftate. ‘They all arofe from the view he had of 
the fmall progrefs he had made in the way of holinefs, that holi- 

nefs without which, no man fhall fee the Lord. 

Brother Goadby informs me that he Was with hima little. 
before he died ; and in the courfe of what he faw good to fay 
to him, he obferved, that it was hard work to ftruggle with. 
death. He replied, in words to this effeét, Let the tyrant do 
his worft; Chrift is able to fave to the uttermoft. © 

Shortly after he refigned his breath into his hands who 
gave it; July 7th, 1799, aged 51 years. 
Brother Goadby delivered a difcourhe on the Wednefday | 
evening following, at his funeral, toa numerous audience. from 
‘Heb. ix. 27. “ And as it isappointed for men once to die, but 
after this the judgment.” a 

‘That every reader of thefe lines. may make it his chief con- _ 
cern to meet death and judgment with joy, and not with grief, 
js the fincere prayer of the writer, a 

| E. Ww. 


Melbourn, Auguft 16th, 1799. 


DEATH 


& 
ry 
= 
¥ 
> 
é 
os 


OBITUARY. 


DEATH OF RICHARD ASTLEY, OF MELBOUR N. 


On Lord’s day, May 19, he attended abil worthip at 
the Baptitt chapel, three times. In the morning we had a 
baptifm, in the afternoon the ordinance of the Lord’s fupper, 
and in the evening the funeral of one of our members. He 
went to bed well that night, to the beft of his parents’ know= 
_Jedge, and the next morning was very poorly when‘he got up, 
but drank two or three cups of tea at breakfaft. He {poke 
but little, and appeared to get worfe; fo he took to his bed 
again, and in a few hours afterwards he became uite fpeech- 
leis. In this pitiable condition he languifhed tili Dhurfday 
about noon, when his immortal fpirit left it’s ‘tabernacle of 
clay, to return to God who gave it, May 23d, 1799. His” 
being fpeechlefs prevented us from obtaining any knowledge 
of his dying experience, yet no one, it is ss ae entere 
tained a doubt of his happinefs. | 
He had been a member of the Baptift church a good 
number of years, and had always conducted himfelf with 
fuch ferioufnefs, fobriety, and uprightnefs, as to obtain a 
good character, both in the church and the world. Oh that 
fucn itrokes as this may excite us all to greater watchfulnefs 
and conftancy in prayer! left the Son of Man, coming fud- 
denly, he fhould tind us fleeping. 

_ On the evening of May 26th, he was followed to his losiky 
home by a numerous friendly fociety, to which he belonged, 
with a large mourning flag. On one fide is a repreientation 
_ of the pale horfe and his rider, death, mentioned Kev. vi. 8, 
Beneath the feet of this mighty conqueror lies a poor Nail, 


and another feemingly clothed in hne linen, ‘with thofe ftrik- 
‘ing. words of Mr. Blair, 


Death's fhafts fly thick: here falls the village 
And there it’s lord, 


On the other fide the morning of the refurrection is repre= 
fented. ‘Ihe archangel is defcending with the trump of God. 
The dead are rifling out of their graves and up 
the approaching judge, who will pronounce the decifive fen- 
tence of “ Come, ye blelied’—or § Depart; ye cur‘ed,” 
upon all the fons and daughters of Adam. Solemn words in- 
— deed! Oh tremendous day! What heart trembles not at the 
thought thereof? That every member of this numerous fo- 


cicty who exhibit thofe ftriking {cen¢s on the death of every 
| | brother, 
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brother, may lay them ferioufly to heart, and be fully pre-\ 
‘pared to meet the pale horfe without fear and judgment with- — 


out confufion, is the prayer of | 


ON Thurfday morning, Aug. 29th, 1799) died Mr. Jo- 
feph Burroughs, at his lodgings, Kingfland, in the 86th year 


- of his ane He was the fon of the reverend and learned 


Jofeph Burroughs formerly a minifter of confiderable emi-— 
nence amongft the General Baptifts. Of his gradual decline 
and approaching diffoiution he fpoke with a dignity and com- 


pofere which the gofpel of Jefus Chrift can alone infpire. 


ith Aim religion was a ferious thing. He had been in > 


the conftant habit of referring every thing to the agency of 


the Supreme Being—was evel attached to public worthip, 


fincerely regretting that his infirmities of late years pre- 
vented his attendance upon it, and delighted in the exercife 


of prayer, by which his hopes were enlivened and his faith 


eftablifhed in the profpect of a bleffed futurity. * His laft ill- 
nefs was a decay of nature, and though at times attended 
with acute pains, yet when the awful moment arrived he al- 


~ moft without a figh or a groan quietly refigned his foul into 


the hands of his Maker. Of him it may be juftly remarked: 


OF no diftemper—of no blaft he died ; 

_. But fell like autumn fruit that mellow'd long, 
Ev’n wondered at becaufe he dropp’d no fooner. 
Heav’n feem’d to wind him up for fourfcore years, 
Yet freely ran he on a few years more, | 
Till like a clock worn out with eating time, 


The wheels,of weary life at laft ftood ftill! 
Mr. Burroughs was upwards of half a century member of 


_ the General Baptift church now under the paftoral care of 


Mr. Js Evans, Worfhip-ftreet, who interred him in Bunhill- 


_ fields—preached his funeral fermon on the 8th of September, 
-j from Pfal. xc. 10. and feels himfelf happy in paying this 
Taft tribute of refpe& to his memory. 


An EPIGRAM. 

_ Xantip’ demands, ‘TI facrifice 

Religion to Xantippe’s Eyes.’ 


€- Quit which you pleafe, you take your choice, © 
Collect your mind, and give your voice.” 

gall’d, reply’d, I’m not entie’d 
For you, my Love, to fell my Chrift. Game So 


ug. 21ff, 1799. E. WHITAKER. 
| 


General Baptift 
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BIOGRAPHY.’ 
LIFE OF SIR THOMAS ABNEY, KN, 


( Concluded from page 361.) 


* 


In his civil capacities, and carriage abroad, all was with 
much decency and acceptation. His good temper and great 
integrity rendered him much valued and refpected in the city. 
In the year 1693, he was eleéted Sheriff of London and Mid- 
dlefex ; which truft he executed fo honourably and faithfully, 
that before his year expired he was chofen Alderman of Vintry 
ward, and received alfo the honour of Knighthood, from_hi: 
-. majefty King William; and in the year 1700 he was chofen 
_ Lord Mayor, fome years before his turn. In all thefe pofts 
his conduct was fo juft and prudent, and generally approved, 
that the next year the citizens chofe him one of their repre~_ 
Be. fentatives in parliament, as the greateft mark of their confi- 
dence and efteem they could give him. This was the parlia- 
ment, to the calling whereof, it is fuppofed, his conduét in his e 
mayoralty had fo much influence: in Which he had afterward f 
_ | 


the honour to reprefent the capital city, — : . 
. In his private ftation, and way of life, he never affeéted 
pomp or gaiety; or numerous attendants, nor would he: ufe 
them; but yet in public pofts, where the honour of magiftracy — 


required it, none was more generous, or magnificent. 

_ In the commiffion of the peace, as in all his other public trufts, 

he plainly difcovered, that he was not governed by gain, nor 

any finifter or felfith views; but that) ufefulnefs; and doing 

good in the world was his aim. 


"2 
hy 
i; 
t 
4 
tet 
‘ 
‘ 4 
fe 
je 
i 
j 
4 
% 
a 
t 
a 
# 
4 
a 
r 


398 BIOGRAPHY. 


He was always very zealous for.the caufe of liberty, in 
oppofition to illegal and arbitrary power; and of juftice, 
againft oppreffion and all manner of perfecution. beg 

He would never bear hard upon any; but was always ready 
to fuccour and help the injured, and fuch as were born upon 

by others. 
' — He was very patient in hearing the numerous caufes which 
were brought before him; and juft in his determinations con. 
cerning them, fo far as came within his {phere. a 

He encouraged and countenanced all regular endeavours 
for the reformation of manners, and would neither deny nor 
delay bringing obftinate offenders in that kind to jutftice; 
yet, in petty contentions, wherein the peace and welfare of 
the public were little or nothing concerned, he would perfuade 
the parties, and many times with good fuccefs, to make up 
their differences among themfelves. woos. 

He was very faithful and diligent in attending to, and 
filling up the duties of every poft, into which he was chofen, _ 
and which he had accepted, even to the injury of his health 
many times, and divers other inconveniences in reference to 
his own private affairs. 

His prpbity, juitice, and goodnefs were in fo high account 
among his fellow citizens, that they gave him various marks 
of their efteem, befides thofe which have been mentioned. 

As he had been always zealous to promote the nation’s beft 
intereft, and to uphold public credit; fo he was an early pro- © 
moter of the Bank of England, that conftant fund and fupport 
of national credit; and for many years before he died, was of 
3 number of thofe, who had the direction and management 
of it. | 
' He was likewife chofen prefident of St. Thomas’s hofpital 
in Southwark, built and endowed for the relief of the fick, 
whofe poverty made them objects of charity: and he conti- 
yued in that prefidency all the latter years of his life. 

He furvived all his fenior brethren in the court of alder- 
men, «nd attained the venerable title of Father of the City, 
ang as fuch was honoured by the citizens. Nor have there — 
wanted initances of that honourable bench, who, although 
perhaps of different principles, in fome matters relating both 
to civil and religious liberty, yet paid fo high regasd to Sir 
‘Thomas Abney’s conduct and real worth, that they profefled 
to mike him their pattern, when they were chofen to the 

mayors y, which he had pafled through with fo general ap~ 

He 
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He never acted with violence or intemperate zeal ; but 
fhewed great a and good will to all perfons, even 
where he could not befriend their caufe, but difcountenance 
‘and oppofe that to the uttermoft.. 
Never did a magiftrate more juftly obtain univerfal efteenn 
Many of thofe who fcarcely agreed in any thing elfe, yet 
acreed in this: to pay great honour to Sir Thomas’s known 
virtue and unfpotted character. at 

~ When he came to maturity of judgment, he well confidered 
the obligation to recognize his baptifmal covenant, and entek 
into full communion with the church, for the ufe and enjoys 
ment of all Chrift’s appointments, ' 
He was of a catholic fpirit, and loved all true chriftians 
rizhtly “ holding Chrift the head.”’ Col. it. 19. Yet, among 
particular churches, he took fome to be more conformed to 
{cripture rule than others, and more fitted thereby for fpiri- 
tual edification ; fuch he believed thofe of the proteftant diffen- 
ters generally to be, and therefore joined himfelf with one 
of them, for ordinary and ftated worthip, viz. that which 
was then under the paftoral care of the reverend Dr. Jacomb ; 
and after his deceafe, of that excellent perfon, and great divine, 
Mr. John Howe. Of this religious fociety he continued a 
moft valued member and ornament, till called by God te 
that infinitely more happy and perfect one above. 
| He was a moft ferious and conftant attender on the facred 
\  erdinances, taking notes of the fermons which he heard, for 
the ufe of himfelf and his family. Some of thefe taken | 
ago in fhort-hand, from the mouth of thofe his much valued 
paftors before mentioned, and of others, he would often review $ 
and many of his hours of retirement were employed this way, 
efpecially in thofe latter years of reftraint from public wore 
fhip, by the penal law before fpoken of. ae 

This practice indeed of following the preacher with the - 

penis now left off by many, on pretence of difadvantage ta 

, the memory, and affections ; but whether the difufe arife not 

from other caufes, and be not more prejudicial, may not be 
unfit for an impartial enquiry. 

Though the ordinary and ftated communion of the deceafed 

was, as hath been fignified, in the way of the proteftant dif- 

fenters, yet he was far from cenfuring others, whofe liberty of 


jueging for themfelves he wauld no more have infringed, than 
would his own. 


Occafional communion alfo with the eftablifhed church he | 

, accounted lawful, and all along practifed it, when exprefling 
his Charity or holding a capacity for any confiderable fervice 
made 
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made it neceflary. And thofe of that communion, whether — 
_ elergy or laity, whom he faw to be fober and pious, he as tru- 


ly refpected, as he did thofe of hisown. He was indeed an 
hearty lover of all minifters, of whatfoever denomination, 
whom he faw, or heard, to be ferious and diligent in purfuing 
the great bufinefs of their function, and who carried it becom. 
ing their charaéter. They were welcome to his houfe and 
table, and entertained with fincere regards. His principle in 
the point of occafional conformity was much the fame, with 
that defcribed and defended in the book mentioned here 
helow*. 
__All the miniftrations of the gofpel were his delight,he lived 
daily on the great truths, and in the praCtice of the duties of | 
it, to his comfort here, and his falvation in the other world, in 
which he is now happy. 

The fever which feized him, did not at all amaze or terrify 
him ; he had learned to die, before he was called to it. When 
his difeafe grew fomewhat threatening, and a chriftian friend 
enquired about his hope, as to a better world: he exprefled 
his truft in the mercy of God through Chrift, and faid, he 


_ had comfortable hope in his love ; telling him alfo, that he had — 


fometimes enjoyed fuch views of the heavenly glory through 
faith, as made him even with to die, that he might be poflefied 
of it. | 
When the faid friend faid to him: Sir, we hope you have 
no temptation, or darknefs upon your fpirit: he anfwered, 
he thanked God he had not; but added, how it might be with 


_ him in the dying hour, he could not tell, yet hoped that God 


would be with him therein alfo. | | 
When fome minifters were met to feek God on his account, 


being afked, what his fpecial defires were ? he faid: thatGod 
_ would give him patience and fubmiffion to his will, and pre- 


* Dr. Calamy’s abridgment of Mr, Baxter’s life. Vol I. 


p. 285—-293; and Mr. How’s letter there, p. 579. 


_ Good men have differed on the fubje& of occafional con- 
formity, We are ready to declare, that we do not fee how 
it can be clearly vindicated. But if our readers will perufe 


_ the paflage here referred to in Calamy’s Abridgment, and the 


Letter of Mr. Howe, it may tend to preferve them from un- 


becoming afperity in their reflections upon thofe who think — 
otherwife. If this was a weaknefs or a miftake in Sir Tho- _ 


mas Abney, we hope that the other parts of his exemplary con 


duct will be confidered as highly worthy our imitation. — 
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parednefs for it, whether it fhould be life or death. Which © 
defires feemed clearly to beanfwered, in that refignation to the - 


divine pleafure, which he fhewed to the lait. 


When afterwards he was told, they had been praying for his 


life, and that they hoped: God would anfwer their requeft: he 
faid, he hoped God would anfwer prayer: but, left he fhould 
be thought defirous of life, he added: but God does not alwa 
anfwer prayer in the way which we may think will be beft ; 
but that he hoped God would anfwer it, as himfelf fhould 
know would be bett for him. | 
He appeared often in his ficknefs to be lifting up his heart 


to God; and with a moft calm and compofed {pirit went on 


toward death, as he had done through all the ftages of life. 


Serenity and peace, humility and undiffembled religion ran as 
a golden thread through his whole courfe. 


On enquiries concerning his foul, he {till exprefled good 
hope through grace of an happy cternity. | 

On the Lord’s-day morning before his death, he prayed for 
himfelf, like one departing out of this life ; and for his family, 


like one that was leaving it. 


In the afternoon, his fever rifing high, his thoughts were 
lefs connected ; yet fomething devout and heavenly appeared 


ftill in them. He often mentioned Chrift, calling on him: 


Blefled Redeemer ! glorious Redeemer! with other the like 


 expreffions. The labour of his thoughts and tongue was con- 


tinually about divine things, as though he was praying in his 
family, or reading a fermon to them, according to his conftant 
practice in the evening of every Lord’s day. So far did the 


power of divine grace, and the inward fprings of habitual 


piety work in his foul, and break through all the diforders of 
animal life. 

On Tuefday morning, February 6, when his beloved and 
faithful friend, who often miniftered in his family in holy 


things, had commended his foul to God in his laft moments ; 


he fignified, that he had both attended to, and underftood what 
had been fpoken. | 

At noon that day the fever rofe with fatal violence, and 
at a little after nine at night prevailed over nature; yet with- 


out agonies, or vehement emotions, he quietly fell afleep in — 
_ the Lord. And thofe which fleep in Jefus, we know for our 
_ comfort, God will bring withhim. 1 Cor, xv. 18. 4 Theff. 
lil, 14. 

Thus died this excellent perfon, to whom may well be ap- 
plied that of the pfalmift: Mark the perfe& man, and behold — 


the upright, for the end of that manis peace, Pf, xxxvii. 37. 
To 
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To edoclade : {fhould his character be fummed up, I know 
not how it can be more juftly done, than one long and tho 
roughly acquainted with him thus gives it. , 


« As achriftian, he was one that made the holy {criptures 


<¢ the only rule of his faith, and life; and kept as near to them 
“in both, as moft good men have done. 
“ As a magiftrate, he was one that feared God, and hated 


~“covetoufnefs who punifhed the guilty for the fafety of 
“innocent, and with defire and with of the amendment of the 
criminal. 


“ As a hufband, he was tender and affe@tionate: 
© As a father, loving and kind: | 


“ As a matter, not peevifh or fretful, but eafy to be appeafed ; 
‘€ readier to overlook faults, than quick to efpy them 


| 


«“ Asa friend, ready and fincere. 
And, in a word, he hath left{carce any better, and but few 


BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


THE LIFE OF GEORGE MARSH, MINISTER AND 
MARTYR. 


"Tus George Marfh was born in the parifh of Dean in 


the county of Lancaiter, and was well educated by his parents, 
and brought up to an honeft way of living. And at twenty- 
five years of age he marriedone of that county, by whom he 
had feveral children, and maintained himfelt and family by 
hufbandry, keeping a farm ; but his wife dying, he had a great 


inclination to ftudy: fo fettling his children with his father, — 


he went to Cambridge, where he improved fo well in learning, 


that he received orders from the bifhops of London and Lin-— 


coln ; and was a while curate to Lawrence Sanders, and after- 
wards he ferved the parifh of. Dean, and other places in the 
county of Lancafter, and taught a fchool, and was an earnett 
fetter-forth of God’s true religion, and vigoroufly oppofed the 
errors and falfe doctrines of the church of Rome, and thus he 


continued diligently fervine his cure during the reign of King 


Edward the Sixth, r 
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But when Queen Mary came to the crown, and the Romifh 
religion was reftored, this George Marfh was fought for, as 
one that fowed fedition and falfe doctrine among the people, 


(for fo the preaching of the gofpel was then called) but Geor 
Marfh withdrew himfelf, and abfconded for atime. 


And feveral perfons came to Bolton to his mother’s to 
- fearch for him, and bring him before the Earl of Derby to be © 


examined in matters of religion ; which George Marth hear- 
ing of, was in great difpute with himfelf, whether he fhould 
fly abroad to fave his life, or furrender himfelf to fave his 
mother and brother Robert Marfh harmlefs, who were threat- 
ened to be troubled on his account, if they did not produce 
him. While he was thusin doubt in this matter, he advifed 
with his friends, and he prayed often and earneftly unto God 


to direct and guide himin this great affair ; at laft he thought - 


that by flying he fhould fhew too much cowardice, as if he 
feared to itand to the open profeffion of the true religion, which 


he had formerly taught; fo he refolved to furrender himfelf: _ ; 
and accordingly he came to the Earl of Derby’s houfe at 


Latham, in the county of Lancaiter; then he was brought 
into the Earl’s prefence, who had company with him. | 
And the Earl afked him many queftions, and charged him 
with fowing evilfeed and diffention among the people ; which 
he denied. The parfon of Grapnall afked, What was his 
belief ? He faid, he believed in God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, according as the four creeds, viz. the Apoftles, 
Nicene, Athanafius, and St. Auftin and St. Ambrofe do 
teach. | 
Then they afked him his belief concerning the Sacrament 
ofthe Altar. He anfwered, I believe, that whofoever, accord- 
ing to Chrift’s inftitution did receive the holy facrament of 
Chrift’s body and blood, did eat and drink Chrift’s body and 
blood with all the benefits of his death and refurrection, to 
_ their eternal falvation: for Chrift is ever prefent with his 


facrament. 


‘Then they afked him, Whether the bread and wine, by 


virtue of the words pronounced by the prieft, were changed 
into the flefh and blood of Chrift; and that the facrament, 
whether it was received or referved, was the very body of 
Chrift? 
Mr. Marfh anfwered, he knew no farther than he had al- 
ready fhewed ; and defired them not to afk him fuch hard and 
unprohtable queftions, to bring hin in danger of death, and 


to fuck his blood. W hereat they were offended, faying, 


they 


were 
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were No ‘blood- fuckers; and intended nothing but to tiiake 
him a good chriftian. 

Then the Earl gave him pen and ink, and bid him write 
down his aniwers to the facrament. And he wrote as he had 
anfwered before. Then the Earl was much offended, and 


bid him write a more dire&t anfwer. And he took the pen 


and wrote, And further [ know not. 
So he was committed to prifon for that time, and none fufs 


_ fered to come to him but the keeper, who came twice a day to” 
- bring him meat and drink. 


While George Marth continued prifoner with the Earl of 
Deiby at Latham, he was often brought out, and examined by 
feveral perfons, efpecially by the vicar of Prefcot, and the parfon 
of Grapnall,and one Mr. Moor; and they brought him four 
sbtictes which unlefs he would fubicribe to, the karl would | 
fend bite to Lancafter prifon: the articles were thefe, viz. 

_ Firft, Whether the mafs now ufed in the church of England, 
was according to Chrift’s inftitution, and with faith, Teve~ 
rence, and devotion to be heard and feen. 

Secondly, Whether Almighty God, » by the words pronounce. 
ed by the prieft, did change the bread and wine after the words 
of confecration, into the body and blood of Chritt, whether it 
were received or referved. 

Thirdly, Whether the lay-people ought to receive but under 
the form of bread only, and that the one kind was — 


forthem. 


Fourthly, Whether confeffion to the prieft now ufed in as 
England, were godly and neceflary. 
Thele four queftions Were delivered. to George Marth. in 


eres and they bid him go into his chamber, and fubfcribe — 


his anfwers with his own hand and come again. 
Then in half an hour he returned, and delivered the queftions 


with his aniwers, 

The firft article he denied. 

‘To the fecond he returned an{wer as he had done before, and 
is here afore written, 
Tothe third he faid, that after Chritt’s inftitu- 
tion ought to receive under both kinds; and that to receive 


“under one kind only is not fufficient. 


To the fourth article he faid, hat thoush auricular con- 


feffion were a good means to inftru@ rude People, yet it was 


not neceflary, nor commanded of God. 
Then they exhorted him to leave his opinions, and faid he 


~ mifunderflood the f{criptures, and wifhed ham to follow the 
Gatholick Church and do as others did, 


But 
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George Marth anfwered, That his faith in Chrift, con= 


teived by his holy word, he neither could, nor would deny, 
alter, nor change, for any living creature whatfoever. And 


he defiréd th-m to fseak to the Earl of Derby, that dufing his — 


life and imprifonment his friends might be fuffzred to come 
to himand relieve him. And fo they parted: And George 
~ Marth went to the porter’s lodge, where he continued prifoner 
till the Sunday after Eaiter, and then he was fent to Lancafter 
Whilft George Marth was at Lancafter, he was laid in 


irons, and three feveral times made to hold up his hands at the 


_ bar, before the judges, with the felons. 


And the fourth time in their chamber, they laid to his charge 


that he had faid, That he knew divers gentlemen in that county 


that were of his opinion; and they charged him upon his ale 


légiance to the Queen, to difcover who they were. But he 
anfwered, that he never faid fo. [hen they rebuked and 
threatened him, for preaching to the people out of the prifon, 
(as they called it.) 


- Becaufe he ufed every morning and evening to read morning 
and evéning prayer, and the litany, in Englifhyand to read 


the holy fcriptures ; and this he did with a loud voice, fo that — 


many people reforted under the prifon-window, to hear him : 
and with this many were offended. 

_ After this Dr. Cotes bifhop of Chefter came to Laricafter, 
and was there told of George Marfh ; and he was defired to 
fend for him and examine him, but would not; faying, He 
- would not meddle with heretics fo haftily: But he fent for 
the gaoler and reproved him be caufe he fuffered George Marfh 
_ to fare fo well, arid charged him to be more ftraitly kept and 


djeted. | | 
And in a fhort time after, George Marth was removed 


from Lancafter to Chefter, and kept prifoner in the bifhop’s — 


liberty. 


The firft time that the bifhop fent for him into his hall, 
the bifhop and he was alone; and the bifhop afked him many. 


queftions about tranfubftantiation, the mafs, and the receiving 


in one kind, in all which he could not agree with the bifhop. 


Then the bifhop exhorted hirtt to fubmit himfelf to the univer- 
fal catholic church; and when he could not prevail with him 
fo todo, he fent him to prifon again. 


The fecond time the bifhop caufed George Marfh to be 


brought before him into St. Mary’s chapel in the cathedral 
church of Chefter, at two o’cléck in the afternoon ; where 
Were alfo with the bifhop Foulk Dutton, mayor of the city, 
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Dr. Wall, and other priefts, with George Wenflow chancello¢ 
and John Chetham, regifter. 
Then they caufed the faid George Marfh to take an oath 
upon a book, to anfwer truly to fuch articles as fhould be ob- 


After he was {worn, the chancellor laid to his charge, that 


he had preached and openly publifhed, moft heretically and 


blafphemautfly, within the parifhes of Dean, Eccles, Bolrom, 
Berry, and many other parifhes within the bifhop’s diocefe, 


ip the months of January, February, andfome other times of 


e year laft preceding, direétly againft the Pope’s authority, 


and catholic church of Rome, the bleffed mafs,the facrament 


at the altar, and many other articles. aaa . 
Unto all which the faid George Marth in fum anfwered, that, 
he neither heretically nor blafphemoufly preached or fpake 
againft any of the faid articles, but fimply and truly, as oce 
calion ferved, (and as it were thereunto forced in confcience) 


maintained the truth touching the faid articles ; as (faid he) 


all you now prefent did acknowledge the fame, in the time of 
King Edward the Sixth. | a 
Aiter this they examined him feverally to every particular | 
article: to which he modeftly anfwered, according to the 
doGtrine publicly in King Edward’s days. And 
regifter entered his antwer ; and fothe court arofe, and George _ 
Marfh was returned back toprifon. 
_ About three weeks after, George Marfh was brought again . 


 anto theaforefaid chapel, before the bifhop and others. Then 


o 


of his flock, to keep it from being infected with a fcabbed . 
fheep, and the like: which ended, then he read his former 
anfwers at his lait examination; and at every one he afked 
him, whether he would ftand to the fame, or no? 
To which George Marth anfwered, yea, yea. 
How fay you then to this, fays the chancellor ? In your laft 
examination, among many other damnable and {chifmatical 


the chancellor made a long {peech concerning the bifhop’s care 


nereiieta you faid, that the church, and doéctrine, taught and fet . 


forth in King Edward’s time, was the true church, and the 
doétrine of the true church; and that the church of Rome is | 
not the true catholic church ? 1 faid foindeed (faid Marfh) and 

I believe it to be true. 4 
_ Here others took occafign to afk him, (fince he denied the 
bifhop of Rome's authorityin England) whether Linus, Ana- 
cletus, and Clement, that were bifhops of Rome, were not 


good men? He anf{wered, yes; but (faid he) they claimed no | 


more 
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more authority in England, than the archbifhop of Canterbury 
_doth at Rome. 
Thou art an arrogant fellow indeed, (faid the bifhop.) In 
what article is the doctrine of the church of Rome repugnant. 
to the doctrine of Chrift ? 
I praymy Lord, (faid Marfh) do not judge me arrogant, 
for I ftand upon my life and death. As concerning the dif- 


agreement of dogtrine, the church of Rome erreth in the facra- 


ment; for where Chrift in the inftitution thereof did as well 
deliver the cup as the bread, faying, Drink ye all of this; and 
St. Mark reporteth they did all drink of it: in like manner 
St. Paul delivered it to the Corinthians; and in the fame 
manner it was ufed in the primitive church for many hundred 
years. Now the church of Rome doth take away one part of 
the facrament from the laity: wherefore, if | could be perfua- 
ded in my confcience by God's word, that it were well done, 
I could gladly yield in this point. | bee 

Then faid the bifhop, Non difputandum eft cum hzretico, 
(that is, There is no difputing with an heretic.) 

Then were all his anfwers read, and he afked, if he would | 
ftand tothe fame, being all full of herefy; or elfe forfake them 
and come unto the catholic church ? 

He faid, That he held no heretical opinion, but utterly 
abhorred all kind of herefy; and defired the people to bear 
witnefs, that in all articles of religion he held no other opinion 
_ than what was by law moft godly eftablithed, and publicly 
taucht in England at the death of King Edward the Sixth. 
And in the fame pure religion, and doctrine, he would (by — 
od’s grace) ftand, live, and die. | 
Then the brfhop began to read the fentence of condemnation; 

and when he had read about half way, the chancellor cailed to 
him, Good my Lord, ftay ; for if you proceed any further, it 
will be too late: and fo the bifhop ftayed. “lhen feveraj 
priefts and ignorant people called upon Marfh'very earneitly 
to recant, | And one Pulley, a noe naxer, faid to him, For 
fhame, man, remember thyfelf, and recant. And they bad him 
knee] down and pray, and they would all pray for him: fo 
they kneeled, and he defired them to pray for him, and he 
would pray for them, $i 
_ ‘Then the bifhop afked him again, Whether he would not 
have the Queen’s mercy in time ? And he anfwered, he did 
gladly defire the fame, and did love her grace as faithfully as 
any afthem; but yet he durft not deny his Saviour Carift, 
for fear of lofing his everlafting mercy, and incurring ever- 
Jafting death, 
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Then the bifhop put on his fpectacles, aud began to read 
forward his fentence above five or fix lines; and then the 
chancellor with a ficering fmile, called upon the bithop again 

to forbear, for if you read one word more, all is paft, and no 
relenting will ferve. | 


‘Then he did forbear ; and faid again to Marfh, How fayeft_ 


‘thou, wilt thou recant * And many of the priefts and ignorant 


people called upon him to do fo, and to call to God for grace; 
and one pulled him by the fleeve, and bid him recant and 


fave his life. 


To whom he anfwered, I would as fain live as you, if. in 
fo doing I fhould not deny my mafter Chrift, and then he 


‘Then the bifhop read the fentence to the end: and faid 


_to Marth, Now I will no more pray for thee than I will for 


adog. But Marth anfwered, he would pray for his Lord- 


fhip. 


Then he was delivered to the fheriffs of the city, who car- 
ried him to the Northgate prifon, where he continued in the 
dungeon unto the day of his death, See 

‘Upon the 4th of April, 1555, George Marfh came out of 
rifon with a book in his hand, and a lock on his leg, and 
was led to the place of execution near Spittle-boughton. And 


_ the deputy chamberlain of the city of Chefter fhewed him a 


writing with a great fea] to it, and told him it was the 
Queen’s pardon for him, ifhe would recant, ag 

_ Mr. Marth anfwered, That he would gladly accept the ~ 
fame (for he loved the Queen) but forafmuch as it tended 
to pluck him from God, he could not receive it on that | 

After that George Marfh began to fpeak to the pcopley 
fhewing the caufe of his death, and exhorted them to ftick | 
to Chriti: but one of the theriffs {aid to him, George Marfh, 
we muft have no fermoning now. To whom he faid, mafter, © 
} cry you mercy. And fokneeling down, he made his prayers; 
and firipped him{clf to his fhirt, and was chained to the poft, 
having a number of faggots under him, and a cafk like a firs 


kin, with pitch and tar in it, hanging over his head. 


And becaufe the fire was unfkilfully made, and the wind 
drove the flame to and fro, he fuffered great extremity in his © 
death ; which notwith.tanding he endured very patiently. 

And when he had been a long time tormented in the fire 
without moving, having his flefh fo broiled and puffed ups 


3 that they that iiood betore him could not fee the chain where- 


with 
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with he was fattened, and therefore fuppofed he was dead, 
he fuddenly fpread abroad his arms, faying, Father of heaven, 
have mercy upon me, And fo yielded up his {pirit into the 
hands of the Lord. 

Whereupon many of the people that were prefent 
faid,” He was a martyr, and died wonmntians patient and 


godly. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


A LETTER TO A FRIEND. 


Dear Friend 


As I have jut finifhed the labours of the day, I feel myfelf - 
difpofed to take a retired walk. I know you are a lover of 
folitude, therefore I fhall flatter myfelf with the pleafing 
thought of having your company. Let u$then ftep afide from 
the occupations of animal life: and let a more exalted fet of 
employments engage our attention. Let us withdraw from 
human fociety, that we may find ourfelves under the more im- 
mediate regards of our Maker. 
I tru{t, my friend, if for a few moments we rebes the fatif- 
factions of focial intercourfe, it is to cultivate a correfpondence 
with the condefcending Deity, and tafte the pleafures of 
divine fricndthip. — What is fuch a ftate, but the very fuburbs 
of heaven? What is fuch a condu@, but an antepalt of eter- 
nal bleffednefs : ?—We will now, my friend, fuppofe ourfelves 
retiring from the thop, and walking up a {mall verdant croft, 
on the right hand is‘a row of ftately elms, on the left a row 
‘of thriving firs ; at the top of the clofe, where we will fuppofe 
we are now arrived, grows a fmall hedge, with a little planta- 
tiom on the left, edged round with box, and within, are dif- — 
ferent forts of trees, dreft in their leafy robes, and gemmed with 
bloffoms ; which make it very pleafing to the curious and — 
gazing eye. Alfothe bank is decorated with flowers of vari- 


pus hues. On the right there is a border edged with box, 


and ornamented with trees flowers, moft {plendid and 
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delightful. But methinks the gravel-walk invites our feet, 


‘and hie beautiful fcene allures our eyes; fo my friend we will 


pafs on: pleafe to turn to the right you will fee a nice fith- 

d; we will fuppofe ourfelves ftanding on the brink; ob- 
ferve how the banks of the pond are decked and adorned ‘with 
variegated flowers. Sce how they fhint in the water, how 
beautiful they appear: and at each corner a {mall plantation 


thick fet with bufhes, trees, and beautified with painted 


flowers of diflimilar colours. Now my friend, if you pleafe, 
we will proceed on the gravel-walk which leads up to an 
alcove; on each fide the walk, isa parterre, whofe flowers yield 
an ilidathortine! perfume, which makes it very agreeable in- 
deed. Here we will feat ourfelves in this fair alcove, becaufe 
it is a pleafant. place and {tands on an eminence, and affords 
a delightful profpe&t through the whole enchanting fcene. 
But we will difmifs this fubje@t. Yet, I think we cannot — 
with propriety, without offering a fong of praife to our kind 
Creator, for his goodnefs towards us. If it be agreeable to 
you, we will join in finging the following lines. — 


« With willing heart and aAive hands, 

«¢ Lord I would praétife thy commands, © 
Improve the moments as they fly, 

** And liye as I would with to die.” 


Now, my friend, we are in a fecret place, retired from the 
noify and bufy fcenes of the world, where all is calmnefs — 
and ferenity. What fhall we fix on for the fubje@ of our — 
prefent meditation ? Methinks, | I hear you fay, ‘* The joys 
and pleafures of a religious life: yes, replies my foul ; for 


| what can be more advantageous to us while in a world of 
- trouble like this, than to meditate on the joys and pleafures 
_ which the religion of Jefus Chrilt communicates to every one 

that is interefted in the blefiings contained in the glorious 


gofpel of the blefied God. I rejoice that you have chofe fo 
delightful a theme. I perfe@ly agree with you, for I know 


“Tis religion that mutt give 
 Sweeteit pleafure while we live, 
¢¢*'Tis religion mutt fupply 
*¢ Solid comfort when we die ; 
¢ After death it’s joys fhall be 
 Lafting as 


Ihave formerly with the world accounted the life of a 


chrittian a melancholy life, and the ways of holinefs only 
| unpleafant 
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unpleafant paths. But now I fee they have hidden manna | 
which the world knows not of, glorious joys which ftrangers . 
to religion do not meddle with, and the clofer and exacter 
we walk, the fuller and fweeter are our joys. Yes, my friend, — 
1 dare fay you have experienced the truth of this as well as 
your friend ; when religion is lively in our own fouls, then 
are we the moft joyous and happy. And alfo, when we feel 
thofe lively fenfations of God’s love fhed abroad in our hearts; _ 
we can converfe with him under the endearing charaGer of 
Our Father. What an honour to be children of God! 
O my friend, well might the holy apottle break f orth in rap- | 
ture, and cry, ‘¢ Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 

- 66 beftowed upon us, that we fhould be called the fons of God, 
‘«< and it doth not yet appear what we fhall be: but we know 
« that when Chrift, who is our life, fhall appear we fhall be 
‘like him, for we fhall fee him as he is.” Arrayed in all his 
beauty, whom our eyes fhall fee for ourfelves and not anothers 
Yea, we may now behold him by faith, at the right hand of 
the Majefty on high as our reprefentative, pleading our caufe, 
_exercifing his mediatorial office in our behalf. Methinks, 
like expiring Stephen, I fee Him ftanding ready to receive 
eur petitions and to intereede for us. 


‘6 He ever lives to intercede | 
‘¢ Before his Father’s face 3 

‘¢ Give him, my foul, thy caufe to plead, 
‘‘ Nor doubt the Father’s grace.” 


What a fource of joy is this! how pleafing to refle@ that 
we have not an High-prieft which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities; but wasin all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without fin ; therefore he knows how to 
feel for us, and is able to fuccour us when we are tempted, - 
Yes, my friend, [ have experienced this, to my own foul’s 

fatisfaGtion and comfort: yea, when ftorms of adverfity and 
trouble have rofe, this has been my only refuge; to caft my 
burden upon the Lord and he has fuftained me. He has 
heard my prayers, anfwered my requefts far above and beyond 
what I could afK or think ;—as the poet obferves 


«¢ Beyond thine utmoft wants, 
‘* Eis love and power can blefs ; 

é¢ ‘To praying fouls he always grants _ 
More than they can exprefs,”” 


What 
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What a privilege, that fuch unworthy creatures as wey 
are admitted to a throne of grace. Yet how backward we 
often are in approaching the mercy feat, though we know 
they are often the fweeteft moments we enjoy. ’Tis here 
our heavenly Father gives us fome fpecial intimations of his 
Jove and favour, which far exceed all the joys the earth can 
afford. We can now fay with Auguftine, that eminent faint 
of God, ‘‘ Oh! how fweet it is to want our former {weets 
nefs !’| [t is now our rejoicing to be without our former joys, 
for now we Can fee there is a heaven/as it were) in the wa 
to heaven ; and that one look of faith, one {mile of Chrif, 
one glance of heaven, one grape of Canaan, one glimpfe of 
-our crown of glory, yield more fweetnefs, comfort, and con- | 
_ tent, than all the pleafures and delights the world has in it,— 
Yea, the very gleaning of fpiritual joy, is better than the © 
vintage of carnal delight, efpecially when we confider the 
noble profpects it prefents to our view. When we recolle@ 
what manfions of reft, what feats of blifs, what thrones of 
honour, what crowns of glory await us: and above all, what. 
bleffed fociety we fhalt then have. Oh! how ravithing the 
thought! for if the Lord gives us fo choice a mercy for our 
earneft, how rich a bleffing fhall we have for our inheritance. 
—Truly we may fay with the apoftle ; eye hath not feen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive, what good things the Lord hath laid up for them 
that love him. Let thefe glorious confiderations, and thefe 
_ delightful profpects, my friend, excite us to prefs forward, 
-amidit the troubles and difficulties we may meet with here 
below. It will be buta little while and we fhall go whence 
we fhall not return : a few more ftruggles, a few more journies 
will land us fafe on the celeitial fhore. “Then, as once ob- | 
ferved by a pious chriftian, ‘* God will wipe away all tears, 
*¢turn every holy defire into an embracement, every prayer 
“¢ into a fong of praife, every figh into an hallelujah, every 
«¢ tear into a pearl, every ftone of reproach into a diamond, 
‘Cin our glittering crown, reflection into poffeffion, faith inta 
<¢ vifion, hope into fruition, the glafs into face.” Then, my 
‘dear friend,we fhall enjoy a more intimate and improving 
fellowfhip with our bleffed Jefus, whom now, unfeen, we 
love. And alfo fully experience the truth of what the Wife — 
-manafierts ; ** all her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and al} 
From your cordial friend, and lover of peace and —_ ae 
Ae | | | S. 
Te 
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Y¢ the Editor of the General Baptifi Magazine. 


SIR, 

IF any of your learned correfpondents will be fo obliging 

as to reconcile the following feeming oppofitions tn feripture, 

viz. Hebrews, chap. 1. ver. 8. where the Father ts reprefent- 
ed as addrefling the Son, in the following manner; % Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” But St. Paul inhis 
firft epiftle to the Corinthians, chap. xv. ver. 24, {peaking of ; 
Chrift, fays, “ When he fhall have delivered up the kingdom x 


to God :” and again, ver. 28. “ Then fhall the Son alfo him- 
felf be fubjc&t unto him that put all things under him ; that 
God may be all in all.” And alfo the following words of 
David to our prefent times, viz. Pfalm xxxvil. ver. 25. “J 
have been young, and now am old; yet have I not feen the 
righteous forfaken, nor his feed begging bread ;” but in our 
_ days it is faid there are many inftances of the children of right. 

gous men not only begging their bread, but are in want of — 
clothing. It will gratify their friend, and oblige 

Your humble fervant, 

T. Je 


| Lo the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 

«BIR, 
A SOLUTION of Amos iii, 6. from any of your able 
correfpondents, wil] be kindly received 

By your's, &c. 


Zo the Editor of the General Baptift Mapicine 

SIR, it 


__ IF you think the following lines, which were written chiefly 
tor my own improvement, wil] be ufeful in your valuable 
‘mifcellany, me are at your fervice. May the ideas concern- 


_ Ing Time and Eternity, which thefe lines exprefs, be imprefled _- 
on the mind of every reader ! 
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THOU GHTS ON THE DEATH AND FUNERAL OF 
MAGNUS. | 


Is yet unborn who duly weighs an hour. — 
Youn. 


MAGNUS was a man born of at whofe 
deceafe he became pofiefied of a confiderable eftate. His 
ftation in life naturally led him to be more immediatcly ace 

_ quainted with people of equal rank with himfelf ; and too 

-much reftrained him from thofe in the humble walks of life. 
His anceftors were Diffenters, who enjoyed falvation through 
Chrift ; and who bequeathed that, for the fupport of their 
Redeemer'’s intereft, which will immortalize their name. 
But Magnus, .to choofe a more fathionable religion, forfook 
the good old way of his forefathers, and walked all his’ days 
with religion in filver flippers. Since thefe Gentlemen Cavalry 
have been raifed, he has been a commanding officer. He was | 
remarkably fond of martial manoeuvres. But his chief 
delight was, that indulgence to which the apoftle fo evidently 
alludes, and which he fo fevercly condemns. 1 Cor. xv. 32. 
Phil. iii. 18, 19. By this, he became uncommonly corpu- 
lept, and was attacked with the fymptoms of that. diforder — 
‘which terminated in his diffolution. , 

He now lies a lifelefs corpfe, numbered with the dead: 
and the place which knew htm on earth will know him no 
more.—His riches are left to another. His eafy chair re- 
mains empty. His goblet refs on the thelf. And his 

departed fpirit, driven from it’s corpulent feat, has entered 

into a boundlcfs eternity ; and, as a prifoner at the bar, it 
muft appear before the Judge.of all the world, to receive for 
the deeds done in the body. Im portant thought | 


How fiock ing mutt thy fummons be, O death! 
To him that is at cafe in his poffeffions ; 

_. Who counting on long years of pleafure here, 

Ts quite unfurnifhed for that world tocome! 


In that dread moment! 


But, ftay—_who made mea judge and turn my 
_ thoughts towards another. 
From this alarming providence let me addrefs myfelf. TI 


have a foul immortal, to be faved or loft for ever! Firft, Te 
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this vifit of death, I am taught the’ vanity of all human 

_greatnefs !—How applicable to this world, and the empty 
purfuits of men, is the declaration of the wife king of Jeru- 

- falem: ‘* Vanity of vanities, faith the preacher, vanity. of — 
vanities, all his vanity.””. And yet, man, vain man, thinks 
himfelf wife, thinks himfelf great. But, as furely as foolith- 
nefs is bound up in the heart of a child, fo alfo is vanity in 
the heart of man. His defire is continually after vain things: 
a lover of pleafure more than a lover of God. In all his 
felf-pleafing concerns and engagements, in all his poffeffions 

and attainments, he feafteth on vanity: he foweth the wind, 
and reapeth the whirlwind. Hofea, viii. 7. | 

How frequently does the vain imagination of man’s heart 
difcover itfelf: in every fituation in life, and amongf all 
ordets of men! The {trolling beggarhas a fomething which 
is his boaft. The meaneft peafant of the village, admires his 
athletic, well-proportioned body, and glories in his flrength. © 

_ ‘The man of letters, too often glories in his learning: he looks, 
from the imaginary fummit of his knowledge, with difdain — 
upon his illiterate fellow-creaturcs, and is puffed up. And, 
how frequently does he, whom Providence has favoured with 

a large fhare of worldly poffeffions, indulge his proud heart 
to boaft it’s greatnefs, and think himfelf fomething more 
than man: as he walks, he feels himfelf aggrieved, if every 
one who paffes by does not bow to him ; nor will he ever be 

-fatisfied, fo long as he can fee a Mordecai fit in the gate. 

Befides thefe, how many thoufands are there, who rejoice 

in iniquity ; who dare one another to the greateft lengths in 
fin, and openly bid defiance to Jehovah. Some in blafphemies, 
others in gluttony, drunkennefs, extravagance, debauchery, 
&c. &¢c. and he who goes farthe(t into iniquity, is careffed as 
a lad of heart, and has the loudeft applaufe.t Such is the 
vanity, and fuch the depravity, of the heart of man. And, 
they, who are not fo flagitious in their crimes, nor extravagant 
in their defires, are poffeffed of vanity. Thefe have depraved 
minds. ‘Thefe glory in felf ; though to appearance, in a lefs 
degree: “* Every one of them is gone back ; they are altogether 


t I once was eye and ear witnefs to this awful truth. Two 
-men who were valiant in iniquity, fat drinking at a public — 
houfe, and occupied above half an hour, before a wondering 
company, to know which of them could {wear the moft and _ 
greateft oaths! !! 
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become filthy: there is none that docth good, no not ene.’ 
The heart of the natural man is filled with every fpecies of 
abomination. Mat. xv. 19. sarees 

And how extenfive is the boundary of thefe corrupt defires ! 
‘It reaches to the end of life! Except grace take poffeffion of 
the heart, man will afpire after vanity until he fall into no- 
thing. And when death has laid him breathlefs on his couch, 
his furvivors, unmoved at the relentlefs hand of the ghaftly 
foe, and ftill poffeffed of a principle of pride, determine to | 
make another fhow of greatnefs ;. and to let new honours ac- 

pany him to his tomb.—-But here the pride of man is 
Rtayed. This is his utmoft bound—this is the end of human 
greatnefs. His glory is changed into corruption: his grandeur, 
his honours, his attainments, his poffeffions, his every thin 
leave him, and he becomes a putrid mafs.—If this be all, 
how vain and thoughtlefs are the fons of men! They fpend 
their money for that which is not bread, and their labour for 
that which cannot fatisfy the foul! May I learn, by the — 
folly and weaknefs of others, to fet a proper eftimate on the 
things of time; to “‘ufe this world as not abufing it ;” to 
_ remember in all my concerns that, “* the fafhion of this world 
paffeth away.” 


Secondly, by this vifit of death I am taught, the neceflity of | 


How feldom do mankind think upon this fubje&! What’ 
thoughtlefs wretches we are! We indulge our imagination - 
to feaft itfelf on the promifes of happinefs in years to come, 
regardlefs of death and eternity. Little do we think of the 
hafty ftrides of death ; that reftlefs foe ; that implacable enemy 
to human peace. How certain is his vifit! Well may it be 
faid, ‘* as fure as death :” his' dart will ftrike through all our. 
vitals. Are thefe things fo? and are we thoughtlefs, un- 
prepared’ Perhaps, we may be roufed from fupinenefs, by an 
unexpe&ted ftroke of death on fome near friend ; and then 
we think to watch his motions, and ftand prepared ; but if 
we do not perceive his approach to us, like the fpendthrift in — 
the fable, we form a falfe conclufion and deceive ourfelves. — 
Deluded creatures !—How often have | gazed upon a fun- 
dial, and upen the face of a clock, to diicern the flight of 
time ; but, my fight, weaker than my refolution, has become 
jaded and relaxed ; and I have been obliged to defift without 
-percciving the advance of day. Shall I therefore conclude 
that time is at a ftand? How extremely abfurd, Then, let 
‘me remember, neither is death. Every pulfe brings him one 

nearer’ 
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nearer to me. His motion, like that of a fhip to paffengers’ 
who are unaccuftomed to the ocean, when failing on a {mooth | 
fea, is almoft imperceptible. But, foon he arrives, invades 
- the heart, and lays the vanquithed lifelefs! An awfulinftance — 
this which excites my thoughts. He was a man poffeffed of . 
wealth ; his countenance promifed health and longevity ; and. 
his time, tv the age of man, had years and years in ftore. But 
death arrived, touched him with his poifonous dart, and now, 
where ishe ? What an important leffon is this ! Soon he will 
arrive to me, to thee, toall. And then, farewell vain world, 
and all ye joys of fenfe. Hail, thou vaft and boundlefs 
abyfs, eternity. Here muft our fouls refide for ever, and 
know no change: happinefs or mifery, extreme and endlefs, 
muft inevitably be the lot of all mankind. If this be the 
eafe, if there be an eternity of happinefs and mifery, fhall £ 
be diverted with the baubles of a day? Shall I, who am 
bound for eternity, purfue pleafure, pride, or perifhing — 
riches ? Shall I live in thoughtlefs eafe, unconcerned about 
my future ftate? God forbid. From this time, may it be 
my firft concern to fecure the happinefs of my immortal part ; 
— Jeft the Son of Man come ina day when I look not for him, 
and cut me afunder, and appoint me my portion with hypo- 
-crites and unbelievers. Let me now be more converfant with | 
death ; and more firmly perfuaded of the vanity of all earthly 
things. But above all, let me be more intimately acquainted 
with my own heart, that 1 may know the truth concerning 
my ftate.——Here I difcover depravity and guilt: I am 
carnal, fold under fin—by nature I am a child of wrath ; 
alienated from, and an enemy to God by wicked works. 
“As a finner I am condemned for my offences, excluded the — 
kingdom of heaven, and expofed to everlafting mifery. Nor 
is this my ftate only. It is the ftate of all mankind: the 
fame unerring word declares, the whole world lieth in wicked~ 
nefs. 1 John, v. 19. O wretched ftate ! O vain and help- 
lefs man! Whither fhall we go for fafety, or from whence 
fhall we obtain deliverance? All our.efforts are fruitlefs ! 
Weare all undone. But Oh! I hear of a Saviour whofe 
{ympathifing breaft felt all our woes, A Saviour who died 
for finners ; who bore our fins in his own body on the tree ; 
who died for all. Charming do@ine. This is a cordial 
to my finking foul : it raifes from a ftate of nature, and pro- 
felytes my heart. I cannot doubt it’s truth: it js the unerring 
word of (sod, corroborated by the friends and foes of eighteen 


hundred years. It is plain and copious, freed from dark 
cllipfes 
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ellipfes and Grecian ae every fentence and every Jettes 
are full.¢ Chrift died for all, ‘Chen, upon this I will reg « 
he died forme. ‘This arms me againft the fear of death: this 
takes away all that is terrible in dying. This opens to my 
view the glories of immortality, and whifpers in my ears, they 
fhall all be thine. | 


Sept. 24) 1799: 


A LETTER TO MR. J. Ss FROM A JUNIOR BROM 
| THER IN THE MINISTRY. 


\ My dear brother, | 
MUCH has been faid from the pulpit, as well as publithed 
from the prefs, about the high importance of the Chriftian 
-Miniftry: but when it’s vaft and folemn importance is real] 
felt; when a minilter in good earneft fets about watching for 
fouls, as one that muft give an account unto an heart fearching 
_ God, and has ftrong defires to do it with joy and not with grief: 
he finds it to exceed whatever the moft eloquent tongue can 
exprefs, or the moft learned pen defcribe. 
There are two circumftances which are continual fources 
of pain and grief to my mind, and which I fhould be very 
thankful to have your free and candid thoughts upon ; as you 
are much older, and more experienced in the miniftry than 
myfelf. | 
| aie circumftance to which I now refer, is the frequent 
turning away of fome, who, to ufe the apoftle’s expreffion, did 
‘once “run well.” “hey had efcaped the pollution that is in 
the world through luft ; their faces were fet Zion-wards, and 
Jefus and falvation were the joy of their hearts all the day 
dong. (But alas! in a little time, 1 begin to fee them weary 
of running the chriftian race; the filth and pollution of a 
wicked world begins to ftain their garments; their faces are 
‘turned jagain towards Egypt, and perhaps the fong of the 
drunkard is become their delight. | 


_ t Here the writer alludes to thofe parts of it, which ex- 
preis the certainty and extent of the death of Chrift. 


The 
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The other circumftance is the backwardnefs of great num- 
bers who fit under the preaching of the gofpel, to embrace by 
faith, the Almighty Saviour therein exhibited. Year after 
year elapfes with many, and they are in the kingdom of dark- 
nefs ftill, The god of this world finds one means or another 

_ to blind their eyes, “left the light of the glorious gofpel of : 
Chrift, who is the image of God, fhould fhine unto them.” - 
Thefe circumitances, my dear brother, are very affeGting to 
every obferver who has “ tafted that the Lord is gracious ;” 
but oh how. much more affecting muft they be to one who has 
received a charge from God, to * preach Jefus Chrift; warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all wifdom; that we 
may prefent every man perfect in Chrift Jefus,”’ 

Such queries as thefe frequently arife in my mind on the 
above occafions. Is not the caule of all too much within my- 
felf? Have I not failed in fetting before the former, fuitable 
motives to keep their fouls aliveto God? Have I given them 

 fufficient warning of the various dangers to which they ftood 

 expofed? Have I followed them when declining from God, 
faying unto them in his name, * Return unto me, and I will 
return unto you, faith the Lord ?” foe 

Again, havel fufficiently laid before the latter, the dreadful 

- mature and tendency of fin ; and opened to their awakened 
eyes the horrid gulph of deftruction into which they are going 

- to plunge themfelves Have I faithfully fet. before them the 
amazing love of God, in giving his Son to die for finners< 
that believing finners might live eternally; and, as an ame 
baffador for Chrift, prayed and *befought them in Chrift’s 
ftead, to be reconciled to God ?” 

Such queries as thefe, my dear brother, with many others 
connected with them, are weighty and ferious ; and though I 
truft 1 can humbly fay in the prefence of God, I have been 

endeavouring to “ fave myfelf and them that hear me;” yet 
when I look at the little effects which are produced, fears 
arife, left I fhould fai! of difcharging my duty and delivering 
my own fou] ; and I cry out under a deep fenfe of the infinite 
importance of the work in which] am.engaged, ‘ Who is 
fufficient for thefethings?’ | 

That you, and I, and all the dear minifters of Jefus Chrif, 
may conttantly feel our fufficiency to be of God, is the fervent 

prayer of 

ae: Your affectionate brother in the bonds of the gofpel, 


07. 2d, 
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LETTER FROM MISS J. K. TO A FRIEND, 
Dear Friend, 
1 AM not forgetful of my promife to write to you, and 
might have embraced an opportunity fooner if indifpohtion— 


had not prevented. I truly fympathize with you in the trial 


you fuftain in your dear hufband’s precarious itate of health; 
{ make no doubt but it is a dloke exercife to your minds 
Look to the book, my friend, that is able to fave. To get 
our own will wholly fubject to the divine will, is what we 


‘want; and to meet trying difpenfations in a right difpotition 
of mind, divefted of hurtful reafonings, is what I want to 
‘learn more fully. The Lord cannot err; and if the neareft 


friend or relative is taken away, it may be juft at the time 
when beft prepared for his gréat change. 1 know we fhall 
fee] at thefe things, neither is it inconfiftent with a real devoted 
chriftian, provided the will of God takes place. I fhall be happy 
to hear from you, tell me your mind, and how your hufband’s 
health is. It is well, my friend, to get equipped with the whole 
armour of God, to meet every conflict in the ftrength of omni- 
nce. I have myfelf been much exercifed of late, which 


has caufed heavinefs for a feafon; nor has the enemy been 


wanting in this hour of trial, to afflault me with wanderings 
and unprofitable reafonings, which have a tendency to dilftract 
the mind, and lead into perplexity. “The way to the kingdom 


_ of heaven is a narrow way; but not fo ftrait, but we may 


get into it, and keep it too, through the exercife of faith, 
watchfulnefs, andprayer, It is true the chriftian meets with 
many Oppofitions, and felf often. proves the greateft enemy, 
Courage is neceflary, to prefs through a crowd of difficulties 


_ that may befet us in the warfare. May the Lord blefs you, 


fhine upon your foul, and enable you, as well as me, to ca 
our burden upon him who is able to fuftain us. With kind 


_ love to your dear partner, who, if the Lord is about to take 
“him, I have not a doubt will, with many others, leave a joyful 


te{timony behind him of the uttermoft falvation, 
| _ Tam your affectionate friend, 
| J. 
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To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 
SIR, ye 
- DID the apoftles of our Lord Jefus Chrift obferve the firft 


day of the week as a day of reft, and fa¢red to the worfhip of 


Almighty God, and the holy ordinances of the gofpel ; or was 
it appointed to be obferved inftead of the Jewith fabbath in 


after ages, when Chriftianity itfelf became eftablifhed by the . 
princes of this world? If you, Sir, or fome of your learned 


Correfpondents, would be kind enough to give us fome in- 


formation upon this fubjeét through the channel of your ufeful 


mi(cellany, I hope it would be acceptable to your readers in 
general, and peculiarly oblige 
Your conftant reader, 


Ww. 


| 


8th, 1799. 


_ For the General Baptif? Magazine. 


The following is the fubftance of a letter fent to a friend, 


_ who is very aged and very difconfolate, who has long. been 
_ amotherin [frael. If you think it admiffible, fhall be glad 
to feeitin the Magazine. 


Dear Sifter A. 


re SIT down.to write, but what fhall I write? All flefh is 


rafs, and all the goodlinefs thereof.as the flower of the 
~ held.—T he grafs withereth, the lower fadeth: but the word 
_ of our.God fhall ftand for ever.—Doth not that word tell us, 


2 


that “ in the world ye fhall have tribulation.” Then, fo far, 


We prove it true, 

_ T have lately thought much on the words of. Jefus, Luke 
and kinsfolks, and friends, &c. Not one enemy, but all friends. 
This mutt be trying indeed ! But among all your griefs, I hope 
this is not yet the cafe with you. However, if it be, there 


is one friend, two friends, yea, three friends, who will not 
forfake you. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft. — 
‘This is a ftrong three-fold cord. This is as ftrong as a cable 

If this fail—-“ The firmament is rottennefs, 


Ye fhall be betrayed by parents, and brethren, © 
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422 
and earth’s bafe built on ftubble.” O! fifter A. let us keep 
- faft hold on this cord, and all the devils in hell can never hurt 
us. But if we let this go, what can we lay hold on, which 
will fave us? I hope you do keep hold on this; but you think | 
it tedious to be fo long in this fea of troubles, and want fadly 
to be on fhore. You are now and then enabled to lift your 
head above the waters, and to fee the promifed land, and to 
fee it at no great diftance, and havea {trong defire to be in it; 
but down you fink again into this ocean of troubles, and your 
_ hhopes are ready to give up the ghoft, while all his billows | 
roll over you. Well, fifter A. there is a nner land ; and 

your great Pilot will conduct you to it. None of the crew 
in the fhip in which Jefus flept, perifhed in the waters, though — 
they were all terribly afraid of it. He could fay, “ Peace, be 
fill.” And immediately there was a great calm, and foon 
he brought them to the defired fhore. So in a little time 
it will be with us. Let us then 


Take his advice; on him rely; 
And we fhall never, never die. 
Barton Hymns excii. 


Goll doth not deal with us as he did with Mofes. Deut. iii. 


21.—He befought the Lord that he might go over and fee the 


good land which was beyond Jordan. But the Lord was 
wroth with him, and would not hear him; and bade him — 
fpeak no more to him on that fubject; and flatly told him, 
that he fhould not go over that Soailan But we have na 
fuch denial. We are encouraged to prefs forward. We 
are exhorted “fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s 
pleafure to give us the kingdom.” The Captain of our 

lyation is gone to prepare a place for us, and has affured us 
that he will come again to receive us to himfelf; that where 
he is, there we may be alfo. Then be not faithlefs but bee 
ty for he hath faid, * I will not leave thee, nor forfake 
_ [have not time to enlarge, nor is it prudent to fay much 
about myfelf, But I fometimes fancy my troubles to be fuch 
as tew undergo. [am almoft in the fituation of David, when 
‘hé complains, Falfe witnefles did rife up, and laid to my 
charge things which I knew not; they rewarded me evil for 
good, to the fpoiling of my foul. Pfa. xxxv. 11,12. But 
what need I fear, if my own confcience be quiet? If that bear 
teftimony to the integrity of our intentions and conduét, all 


the falfe witnefles in the world will foon be afhamed and 
confounded, Their evidence may trouble us, but it will not 
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condemn us. But, have not I already faid, ye fhall be betray- 


ed, &c.?——-But there fhall not a hair of your ~head perith, in 
your patience poflefs ye your fouls. Are your poor grey hairs all 


numbered, fifter A? And will not he who numbers youf 


hairs take care of your foul? He who clothes the grafs, will 
he not feed his children? He that fpared not his own Son for 
our fakes, will he not bring us to glory ?—But, all things 
work together for good to them that love God, And if 
you had not loved him, you would never have done fo much, 
and fuffered fo much, and fo many years for his name.—T hen 
_ thefe troubles are to work for our good. However bitter to 


the tafte, and painful in the operation; let us take them as 


medicines from the hand of the great Phyfician, and humbly 


fay, “ The cup which my Father hath given me, fhall I noe 
drink it ?’’ yes! and drink it up, dregs and alk! Not take 


the top and leave the bottom ; not drink the fweet and leave 
the bitter. The bitter is the beft ftomachic, and will pro- 
_bably do us the moft good. 


The cup my Saviottr drank for me, 
Was bitter to the laft degree. — 
fhall I murmur and repine, 
Becaufe he doth not give me wine? 


Wine and a wildernefs hardly agree. aig * well if 
‘we can get water: let uS be thankful for that. Heaven is 
the place for reft and delicacies. There we fhall hunger no 


- more, nor thirft any more. There the inhabitant fhall never 
fay I am fick, or faint, or weary, or dull, or dark, or trous 


bled, or tempted. The people who dwell there fhall be 
forgiven their iniquity, and God fhall wipe away all tears from 


their eyes, O fifter A. hope a little longer, wait a lictle longer, | 
pray a little longer, have patience a little longer,-and all fhall 


be well, for ever. 


Till then, fifter A. fare thou well !-My friend in time, and _ 


friend to eternity hrough endlefs ages—fare thou well, 


Fuly tg, 1799. 
To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magarine. 


I beg that you will infert the following correétion and 


explanation as foon as poflible,. 
3N2 IN 
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IN No XVI. for April 1799, page 154, it is faid)“<Jpn 
2797, 4 new meeting-houfe was erected at Hugglefcoat: 
towards this, the church fubfcribed about 250!.””_) “This is not 
accurate: it fhould have been, “Towards this the church, 
with the affiftance of a few friends and neighbours, fubfcribed © 
about 260!.’ | 
‘Inarunning hiftory I expreffed what I underftood to be the 
truth, in general; without thinking it neceflary to defcend to 
_ minute particulars: nor was I then fufficiently informed to be 
- accurate: I therefore faid “ about.”’ I do not now know what 
the friends and neighbours fubferibed; nor does any body 
elfe, ‘“Ihere was upwards of 25]. collected at the opening 
of the meeting. But who gave, and what; it is impoffible 
_ for me to fay. I am however informed, that the whole which 
‘was collected, was, 234]. odd. I laid the carriages at about 
But [ am-informed that Hugglefcoat people lay them 
at about z0l.. Then the whole fubfcription muft be about 
| + his was done for the whole church of Barton and Hugglef- 
coat, and not for Hugglefcoat alone; though the money, Xc. 
-was all laid out on Hugglefcoat fide. 


N. B. The man who works for nothing and finds himfelf, 
‘need never want employment ; for when he has done a job 
tothe beft of his ability, if it don’t juft pleafe every body ; 
he muft do it over agaim at the fame price: and he may 
think himfelf extremely happy, if they .do not at laft turn 


dim off with a bad character, 
To the Editor of the Gener al Baptifi Magazine. 
| SIR, | | | 


If the following hints promife any utility, when communi-_ 
_ ated to the public through the medium of the General 


Baptift Magazine, they are at your fervice. | 


BUT little can be ex d from the writer of the following 


obfervations, as he has but little learning, and very [little 
_feifure: but when I find a fcanty fpace which is not fwal- 
lowed up in the vortex of avocation and care, I fometimes 
empfoy it in looking about in the religious world, at fome 
Of the various fyftems which have gained credit amongft 
men, I muft ingenuoufly confeis, that upon ee 
| | 
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the worth of different fy{tems as well as I am able, I am de- 
cidedly in favour of the General Baptift caufe, efpecially in 
the new conncétion. When view their fcheme of doctrine, 
the organization and government of their churches, &c, I 
imagine myfclf tra:.fported back feventeen hundred years, and 
fixed amongtt the firft planters of Chriftianity. But I am 
not fo tenacious and partial, as to fuppofe every thing amongft 
them is. guided by infallibility, and written with fun beams. 
Errors and defects will incorporate with every fyftem formed 
_ by men uninfpired; even when they have concentrated the 
accurate thinking, the deep penetration, and the progreffive 
improvement of ages. Amongft other defects I have lon 
obferved one, which is now generally feen by the people 
with whom you are connected, and that is, that little or no 
attention has been paid to the cultivation and improvement 
of men, whofe piety and genius promifed utility in the facred 
work of the rniniftr y. am perfuaded the beft caufe in the 
world has fuffered much injury on account of this omiffion, 
and if it be continued, will fuffer more, in proportion as — 
fociety advances in intelligence and tafte. 
It is granted, that fuccefs has attended the labours of fome 
who were without learning ; but the piety of their lives,their = | 
indefatigable induftry, and the glorious truths they delivered, 
under the {miles of heaven, account for their conquefts over 
the hearts and lives of men: but, if truth delivered ina ver 
imperfect manner, triumphed over oppofition; what may be — 
expected when it is prefented with that perfpicuity, order and 
pathos, which cultivation will fupply. I think it is no ar- 
gument: againft the necefiity of learning, that fome, forty 
years ago, fucceeded in converting fouls without the ad- 
vantages of it; the prefent time is very different from what 
it was forty. years ago, and requires more dexterity of addrefs 
to gain attention, and confequently to inform the judgment, — 
and intereft the feelings of men. God forbid that any of © 
your minifters fhould facrifice truth to popularity, and advance 
pliant dogtrines to avoid the frowns and gain the {miles of 
their hearers. God forbid that their learning fhould puff 
them up with pride, and lead them into the pulpit to’ talk 
fublime nonfenfe, to ufe great fwelling words of vanity, and 
conceal truth in clouds of darknefs: thefe are errors, more 
pernicious than the abfurdities, the vulgarifms, and incoheren- 
cies of an uncultivated miniftry. Truth muft be delivered | 
with plainnefs, whether men fmile or frown. But it is 4 
certain, that unlefs we keep pace in fome meafure, with the =| 
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-Jearning is all that can be gained in fo fhort a period; it may — 
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progrefiive refinement of the age, we fhall be mortified wigh 

deferted fanctuaries, and adying caufe. | 
I rejoice with you, and many others, that the General 

Baptifts are at length awaking from their long flumbers 

and begin to fee the necefflity of giving promifing young tie ¢ 


fome affiftance, to qualify them for the important work of 


the miniftry. If the inftitution recently formed, be eftablithed 
upon a permanent foundation, I truft it will in time, raife their 
intereft to a degree of refpectability unknownbefore. 


underftand the undertaking has met with oppofition; at 
_ this I grieve, but do not wonder : I grieve, becaufe the oppofers 


fpeak evil of the things they know not: I do not wonder, 
becaufe inftitutions of this kind have been, and are, grofsly 
abufed ; till they are become feminaries in which the pupils 
learn, Latin—Greek — vice s and turn out many, who, fo 
far from adorning the pulpit, are a difgrace to any thing that 
wears the fhape of a man. ie e 
If, Sir, your academy were ever likely to refemble thefe, 
it fhould have my hearty oppofition ; if your’s promifcuoufly 
admit thé profefior and the profane, and pay no more at- 
tention to Chriftian experience and genuine morality, than 
is paid to thefe in fome theological fchools, your inftitution 
will be a curfe to mankind; and the fooner it finks into ob- | 


livion the better. Iam happy to think, the precautions and 4 


regulations you have adopted, will operate to prevent cor- 
ruption and abufe; and I believe, if thefe regulations were 
known by your people in general, their fears and prejudices 


would vanifh away; and they would rejoice in the advan-— 


laced. | | | 
Will it however be amifs to drop a caution here, left fome 
fhould expeét too much from this inftitution? 1 fuppofe fome | 
will raife their expectations unreafonably high, and becaufe 


tageous fituation,in which fome of your young minifters are 


_thefe expectations are not fully gratified, they will doubt, or 


deny the utility of the undertaking ; or in other words, becaufe 


every thing is not done, they will fuppofe nothing is done, 


and decide like the men of the world, who, obferving the de- 
fects of pious men, condemn them as wicked, becaufe they 


are not perfeét as angels. 


Every competent judge knows, that no great things can be 


_ geafonably expected, in the fhort fpace of twelve or eightecn — 


months: an acquaintance with the frft rudiments of facred 


be expected that they fhould return with thefe fundamental 


acquilitions, and with ability to raife a ftruéture upon “ 
found- 
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foundation which has been laid. We may view them as 
trees brought through the rugged winter, now produce the 
buds, which muft be matured to bloom, and fruit by time. 
Your people then muft not expect, that when the young thinif- 
ter returns to his friends he knows every thing. Is it likely, 
that a young man who goes tothe academy at the age of 
- twenty-two, and continues there twelve months only, fhould 
be forty years old upon his return? Much indeed depends 
upon his conduét in the future part of his life; piety and in- 
duftry fhould mark his charaGter, if he wifh to extend the 
{phere of his ufefulnefs to an honourable degree: and, witk 
fubmiffion I add, that much is depending upon the conduct 
of the people towards him, and towards all other minifters wha 
have not the advantages of academical affiftance. 
If a perfon beever fo much attached to books and ftudy, 


and have no time for either, we — expect as much improve- . 


ment, as when we furnifha friend with a garden and {kill 
to cultivate; but, alas! we allow him no time for cultivation. 
This I fear has been too much the cafe with fome of your 
churches ; and I do earneftly recommend it to them, to con- 


fider what can be done with propriety, to loofen their mini- — 
ters a little more from the cares of this diftracting world, that 


they may have a little more leifure for ftudy and vifits. i> 
(To be continued,) 
| To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 

SIR, 


WE have now a very intelligent young man, a candidate 


for baptifm, and church fellowfhip, who profefles to be freed — 


from the embarraflments of infidelity, by reading the letters 
on infidel writers, contained in the magazine under your 


management: it is to be wifhed, therefore, that the author : 


thofe letters would continue his fervices to the public, in 
or fome other form. Which will be highly acceptable to 
many, and particularly to your humble fervant, — 


A LOVER OF REVELATION, 
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To the Edstor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


In my opinion the. following anecdote ought to be recorded, 


__as an inftance of God’s truth and providence ; if you think 


fo, the giving ita place in your publication, will oblige — 
Yours in the gofpel, 
Chatham, Of. 12, 1799. 


SOME few years ago there lived at Rochefter, a aa 


man, who at one certain period was much reduced in his cir- | 


cumftances : it was then he had received a lawyer’s letter for 
a fmall fum that he owed, but was incapable, immediately, of 


paying. A Chriftian acquaintance with whom he was ina __ 


ftrict habit of intimacy, happened at this time unexpectedly 


name, and ina plaintive tone faid,“ [am glad to fee you.” 


He enquired the caufe, or what was the matter? “ Oh” fays | 


~ tocall on him, whom he no fooner faw, but addreffing him by 


he, “ 1 am in great trouble ;” and then began to explain par- 


ticulars. ‘ Have you no one,” faid the other, * you can make | 


free with for affiftance?”’ 1 had a friend,” added he, Mr. 
R—1; but I have tried him fo often, that I cannot attempt it 


any more, and am fomething indebted to him now.” His 


kind vifitant wifhed to make his prefent diftrefs matter of 


prayer to God, and they went intoa private room for that 


-purpofe. After rifing from their knees, “ Now,” fays he, 


“co with me to Mr. R—I.” He refufed: but at’ length, 


through much intreaty, reluctantly went. When they came 
_ to the houfe in which Mr, R—| refided, (about half a mile 
_ diftant), after the ufual ceremonies of “ How do you do?” the 


poor man’s cafe was reprefented : on which, no fooner did he 


it, for he would pay the debt. He returned, joyful and glad 


in heart. Now what think you of prayer? faid his compa- 
nion. Whenthey came home, they returned thanks to the 


’ obtain information, than he replied, “ Why did he not let me - 
know before ? He might have had what he wanted.” Bidding | 
him go home, with an aflurance he fhoyld hear no more of © 


Lord, for giving this proof of his being not only a God that 


hears, but that alfo anfwers the petitions of his people. 


VY. 
4 > 
7. 
a 
4 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 
MR. EDITOR, . 


It has been thought neceffary by men whofe genius and learn- 
ing entitle them to much efteem, that in order to make. 
Truth appear more amiable in the eyes of mankind, Fiétion 
fhould be called in to give her affiftance; by portraying - 
before our fight, ftriking Uelineations of ideal charaéters. - 

Of their utility, I leave you and your readers to judge, — 
hoping that the fentence you pronounce will be juft and im- 
partial; and while I attempt, within the contraéted bounds. 
of my little fphere, to depict my fubjects in an allegorical 
or more fober drefs, you will, at the fame time, be -kind 
enough to correét or look over the flight inaccuracies you~ 


difcover: or, if there fhould be fome fo open and glaring as 
render the piece unfit for infertion, you will peaceably de- 


pofit it’s mangled remains among the fleeping duft of dee _ 
bilitated invalids, who have died beneath the frowns of cri-_ 
ticifm and are now mouldering away in filent neglect. How — 
far the following piece may deferve that fate, 1 know not; 
but if it fhould ftand the burning heat of the crucible, and - 
be found worthy a place in your mifcellany, I fhall confider. 
it as an encguragement to profccute my defigns; the fruit. 
of which I fhall fend you as opportunity permits: and. 
am with much concern about the reception of my labours, | 

| Your’s, &c. 


; 
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-HAPPINESS.—A DREAM. 


~WEARIED with the fatigues of the day, and overpowered 
with a conftant fucceffion of painful inquictudes, I retired, 
from the hurry of bufineis and the reiterated noife of bufy: 
‘mortals, to a place folemn and fequeftered, far from the haunts” 
of the gay and thoughtlefs. Embowered in a deep receis,:; 
impervious to the rays of the all-invigorating fun, | reclined. 
on the earth’s rich carpet of green velvet, and began to medi- ~ 
tate upon the chequered fcenes of this life, the numerous and 
complicated woes to which man is expofed, and how often: 
and fatally he finds concealed under the fpecious and pleafing 
rb of happinefs, the fad fruits of difappointment and mifery. . 
Abforbed in thought, with the retrofpe¢tive view ‘of life, and 
trembling with fear at the future part unknown, fleep over- 
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came my fenfes, and lulled my body to repofe ; while imagin- 
ation, ever active, tranfported me into a wide and fpacious 
plain fijled with an innumerable company of people, all intent 
upon gaining fome important object. I earneftly enquired of | 
thofe pafling by me, what was the caufe of their hafte and end 
of their purfuit. Some fpurned my requeft ; and all were too 
bufy to give mea particular account: From thefe] wifhed to 
turn away my feet and get out of the throng, which with much | 
_ difficulty, I effe&ted, and travelled on to a move reclufe part of 

_ the plain, where I difcovered very few befides the aged, and 
thofe whofe underftandings had been matured by the many 
revolving years through which they had pafled. Anxious to 


____ know what the concourfe I had quitted were engaged in, _ 


I looked round for an inftructor, and fourd at a little diftance 
a venerable old man, on whom the fnow of wintry age had 
fallen. The hair of his head was as white as the pure hoar 
froft, {cattered over the leaflefs hedges of the defart plain ; and 
from his eyes darted the mingled and effulgent beams of in- 
ward peace and fweet ferenity. ‘To him I drew near, and 
happily found that his lovely countenance was but the faint 
‘index of a nobler mind, attuned to all the fineft feelings of 
benevolence. His aged breaft was expanded and beat high 
with the pulfe of humanity, while his generous foul antici- 
pated the emotions which fwelled my perturbed bofom. Of 
him [ obtained that intelligence which amply fatisfied the en- | 
quiries of my mind. “ My fon,” he faid, “ this place is called 
the Plam of Happinefs ; and the croud you have left are part 
of her votaries, confifting of the gay and florid young. Your 
features indicate blooming health and youthful ardour, and it 
It is here you will find others endowed with the fame inva- 
Juable bleffings, eagerly fearching after an earthly good which 
they have, or once had, in their own pofleffion; but now are 
extravagantly fquandering away, in purfuit of what lies in 
their own bofoms, did they but juftly eftimate it’s precious 
value and ineftimable worth Virtue and peace are the conftant — 
attendants of happinefs, companions indiffolubly united to each — 
other; nor can you keep one without the other. When 
virtue is removed from your heart, and vice is allowed to 
affume her feat; when revelry and riot, contumely and obfce- 
nity debauch your leifure hours, and licentious thoughts find an 
entrance, even in retired moments; when your life is fpent in 
drinki.g down the naufeous draughts of wickednefs, and 
greedily devouring the lamentable fruits of impiety: even 
ther, while rolling in diffolutenefs, thoughts the moft ftinging, 
pains the moft fevere will be bitterly felt, and fatally — 
| Q 


4 
4 
*& 
x, 
& 
2 
a, 
Pa 
bel 
> 


CORRESPONDENCE. 432 


to wring the foul with fecret horror, and tormeng¢ the mind 
with fears moft dreadful: then happinefs fpreads her wings 
for flight, and peace attends her through the fky. Q. my fon, 
_ keep thy feet from the paths of immorality, nor give thy paffions 
liberty to rove in wild excurfions over the painted fcenes of 
vice.” Saying this, he led me to an eminence, and bid me look 
through a glafs that he putin my hand, which enabled me to 
defcry the {upreme good which every perfon in the multitude 
were purfuing. This, 1 found tobe happinefs: and though 
their opinions were widely different, and their paths endlefs, _ 
diverfified and oppofite, yeton every cheek-was the flufh of 
affurance, and the {mile of immediate fruition. While I be- 
held the unabated avidity difplayed in the fearches of the 
young and gay, but undifcriminating part of the company, a 
tear of commiferation ftole down my cheek to fee them fo 
_ carelefs of their reputation, and how fully bent they were 
- upon the gratification of their vitiated taftes; believing that 
happinefs was to be found in the deftructive ways of fin 
and folly. Eafe and diffipation were the fummit of their 
wifhes ; for there they concluded the heavenly goddefs muft 
_¥efide. But when they had repofed their bodies on the flowery 
banks of indolence, and flept for a time on the downy {fofas 
_ of pleafure, rapacious difeafe ftruck her talons in their vitals, 
and wafte laid hold on their property ; then were they drove 
to the uncomfortable retreats of ignominy and fhame, where 
remorfe lifted up the iron rod of reflection. Difappointment 
-fat fcowling on their countenances, and wretchednefs took 
_ poffeffion of their hearts. At this affecting fight the tears 
rofe in my eyes, and I could not help exclaiming, ¢ Oh! ill- 
fated and miferable mortals, how awfully deplorable is your 
fituation, and how fatal are the effects of giving heed to the 


_ falfe infinuations of that delufive fyren pleafure, whofe paths 


lead to the chambers of woe, whofe fteps take hold on def-_ 
pair.’ My guide had been anticipating my thoughts, and 
feeing the perturbation of my mind, he faid, “My dear 
young friend, may the profpect you have had of the futility 
_ of expecting, or feeking for real happinefs in fenfual objects, 
afford you a ftriking and alarming !eflon, and ever deter you 
from entering thofe direful haunts of vice and vanity, where © 
_ the deleterious effects they produce are deadly and danger- 
ous. Let their exemplary fate warn you from liftening to 
the deceitful artifices of youthful folly, which, however en- 
chanting and pleafant, unavoidably lead to the rugged pre- 
Cipices of anguifh. Though invitations the moft alluring, 
and promifes the moft grateful, are poured into your ears 5 


5 
| { 


| 


432 
though you are called to walk in. the variegated paths of 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


pleaiure, beautifully adorned with rofes and furrounded with — 


‘the blooming ‘beauties of the fpring: yet hearken not to her 


devices, mor pay attention to her calls; for her ways lead 


forrow, and her footfteps are pregnant of woe. But 
attend to the voice of virtue, and follow the admonitions of 
_ religion; which though they direct you to tread in a rough 


and uneven. road, it eventually leads to the fields of undifturb. 
ed Peace, andthe gardens of her companion, Happinefs,”* 


4 Saying this, my guide and inftructor left me, when as J 
__eflayed| to follow him and offer the grateful emotions of a 
_ thankful heart, I ftruck my hand againft a tree by which I fat, 
and the pain occafioned by the blow being fevere, it awoke 

_ me before 1 could offer the facrifice of gratitude which I 


| 


was going to prefent. 


Our ingenuous correfpondent will permit us to add, that 


a Jefus Chrift as dying for our fins, and able to fave to the 
-uttermoft, is the grand, inexhauftible fource of joy ; that 


true, evangelical virtue, {uch as will produce real happinefs 
in life and death, is * faith which worketh by love ;” and that 
all genuine purity is produced and maintained by the power: 
of the,holy fpirit. For,“ if ye live after the fieth, ye fhall 


-. die ; but if ye, through the’ /pirit,” do mortify the deeds of the - 


body, ye fhall live.” 
E. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


On Wednefday, October 2nd, a meeting of minifters of 
the three denominations of Diflenters, in the county of 
Leicefter, was held at Sutton-in-the-Elms. me 


The Rev. Mr. Ward, of Uppingham, opened the meeting — 
with prayer. The Rey. B. Pollard, of Quorndon, preached 


the firft fermon, from 2 Cor. xii. 9. “ My grace is fufficient . 


for thee.” ‘The Rev, R. Jacomb, of Leicefter, preached 
from 2 Cor. xiii. 11. “ Finally, brethren, be perfect, be of 
good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the God of 


_ love and peace fhall be with you.” The fervice was con- 
cluded by the Rev. Mr. Blundel, of Arnfby. The whole of 
_ the public fervice feemed to diftufe pleafure through the whole 


allembly, 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, ‘433 
“ affembly, which, confidering the ftate of the weather and 
* other circumitances, was more numerous than could well be 
expected. After dinner, the ufual queftions relative to the _ 
ftate of religion, and the means of promoting it were propofed, 
and attended to: anda letter, drawn up by the Rev. Mr. 
Paterfon, at the requelt of the laft meeting, on the principles 
of a diflent from the church of England, was read; and unani- 
moufly approved: the fame was ordered to be printed, and 
fold at about 2d. each, for the benefit of thofe readers whofe 
beifure and other circumftances, will not allow them to pe- 
rufe larger works on that fubject; and it is prefumed this 
little tract will be an ufcful compendium of the leading argu- 
‘ments urged by temperate and candid diffenters, of all deno- 


minations. 


The next half-yearly meeting to be held at Hinckley, on 
the firft Wednefday in May, 1800. 


On the 8th of the prefent month, was opened a new meeting 
houfe, built by the General Baptifts, at March, in the Ifle of 
Ely, Cambridgefhire. ‘The fervice began about 3 o’clock. 
Mr. William Burgefs, of Fleet, in’ Lincolnfhire, opened the 
worfhip by prayer, and reading the 84th and 132d pfalms. 
Mr. D. Taylor of London preached, front Exod. xx. 24. the 
latter part. ‘ In all places-where I record my name, | will © 
come unto thee, and will blefs thee ;” and concluded the 
‘meeting with prayer. Service opened again at feven o’clock 
in the evening. Mr. Hall of Cambiidgewas expected ta 
have preached; but he not being there, Mr. Briggs of Gof- 
berton preached, from Matt. xvi. 26. “ What isa man 
_ profited, if he fhall gain the whole world, and lofe his own — 
foul? or what fhall a man give in exchange’ for his foul??? At 
this fecond meeting, Mr. William ‘Taylor ‘of Botton prayed: 
and Mr. Thomas Ewen, of March, read the hymns which 
were fung in both the fervices. It was a day of pleafing fo- 
lemnity. The congregation was large; and we hope that — 
the God of love will gracioufly anfwer the prayers which were 
prefented before him, and mercifully accomplifh the promifes 
which were mentioned in the courle of the twofervices. 


* On Sunder, July 211t, 1799, a fermon was preached at 
the General Baptitt Meeting-houfe, in Friar-lane, Leicefter, 
by the Rev. Mr. Evans, of Sutton-in-the-Elms, for the 
Sunday School kept in that place. Betides feveral parts of 
Dr. Watts’s pfaims; {uitable to the occafion, the following 


hymn, written for the purpofe, by Mr.-J. Deacon, was fung, 
in 
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“in the Eafter hymn tune, by the Congregation: and the 
hymn which accompanies the original tune, mn in this 
umber, was fung by the children. 

‘WN. B. The hymn fung by the children, was 
and fet to mufic, by Mr. J. cacon, of Leicefter, 


Hymn by the Congregati on, — Written for the Occaf ion by i D. 


| (Sung i in the Eafter-Hymn Tunes 


CONGR EGAT ION. 


Children come with joyful hafte, 

Come, and heav ‘nly wifdom: tafte : 
ee Learn to read the facred word, __ 
Learn to love and ferve the Lord. 


Hear your gracious Father call 
See his arms embrace youall; — 
Now the bleffed Saviour hear, 


Come ye little ones, draw near. 


Jefus once for you was fain, 

And for you he rofe a 

| He for you afcended igh 

 ‘Toeternal worlds of joy. 


Soon agai n to earth he’ll come, 
To convey his children home, 
‘Then with tranfport they fhall rife 
With their Saviour throu gh the neg 


| 


CHORUS. 


Hallelujah then we'll fing, he 
And adore th’ eternal mes 
While immortal pow’rs on 


Holy ' holy ! holy ! cry. 
CHILDREN. 
Mi ghty angels round the throne, 

Why Thould you rejoice alone ? 


Stay your harps,—while humbler fongs 
Warble forth from infant = 


| CHORUS. | 

All on earth, and all above, 
Join to fing almighty love: — 
nfants, Men, and Angels raife 
One eternal fong of praifc. 


Anthem 
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Anthem, taken from the 34th, and 134th Pfalms. 

Behold, now, praife ye the Lord, all ye fervants of the Lord, 
ye that ftand in the houfe of the Lord, praife him, praife his 
holy name. Lift up your hands in his fanétuary, and praife 
the Lord, for it is a good and pleafant thing to fing praifes to — 
our God. O praife the Lord with me, and let us magnify his _ 
name together. For praife is comely, and bccometh thy fer- 
vants, O Lord. therefore will I praife my God. Hallelujah. 
| Public collection on the aboveoccafion 181. os. od. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


An Addrefs from the Affembly of the General Baptifis, held at — 
Worfhip-ftreet, London, Wednefday, 15th of May, 1799, to 
Churches which they reprefent, on ** the re{pective Duties 


‘Luts is one of thofe valuable {mall Tra@ts, which require | 


very little labour of reading or ftudy; but which will abun-— 
dantly reward praéical attention, and felf-application. | 


Short and plain as it is, we do not hefitate in faying, that, 
-ifall minifters and all profeflors of religion would read it with — 
care, and confcientioufly reduce it to pra@tice, the intereft of 
our adorable Redeemer, under the divine bleffing, would foon 
wear a pleafing afpect, to the glory of it’s great Author. 


| 


OBITUARY. 


On Saturday, Auguft' 17th died at Difeworth, Leicefter- 
fhire, Mr. Jofeph Sheffield, fen. His death was rather fudden 
and fingular. Untilafew days before his deceafe, he enjoyed 
his ufual ftate of health, when the point of a thorn or thiftle 
faftened into his thumb ; this was extricated the fame night by 
one of the family ; but by the next morning his hand was ver 

_ painful, and in fome degree fwelled: the next day after, furgi- 
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cal affiftance was deemed neceffar , but alas !. i¢ eae 4 
“The diforder ‘bafiiéd all the fkill or man, and 
cine. How pertinent our Lord’s advice, “ Therefore be ws 
alfo ready, for at fuch an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man 
cometh.” How neceffary for the profeffors of chrittianity, 
to keep their lamps burning, and their lights fhinin- ; thaw 
when the midnight cry is made, “Behold the bridesroony 
cometh, go ye out to meet him,” they May meet him. with 
joy, and not with fear. as 
The deceafed was about feventy-feven years of age, had 
for many years attended upon the General Baptift preaching. 
. His body was interred on the Monday evening following, * 
in the Baptifts’ burying ground at the above place, when a 
funeral difcourfe was preached upon the occafion, by the Rev, 
Mr. Briggs. 


Died at Difeworth, September 6th, in the 35th year of his 
age, James Hayes, jun. after a few.days fore affliction, which. — 
 he.bore with, great chriftian fortitude, becoming his profef- 
fion, . He had been feveral years a very refpe4table member 
of the General Baptift church at Kegworth; having had a 
lively faith in the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and ornamented his 
profeffion by a godly converiation. His body was interred in 
the parifh church-yard of Difeworth, on the gth, and on the 
toth a funeral difcourfe was preached at the Baptifts’ meeting- 
houfe, by the Rev. Mr. Pickering, from Heb. ix. 27, 28. to 
a very refpeCtable audience. 
The above is a very alarming inftance of Divine Provi- 
_ dence, as he was in the bloom of life. May it havea proper | 
effet upon finners and faints, young and old. May we all 
attend to the important affairs of religion, knowing there is 
“no work nor device, nor knowledge, nor wifdom, if the 


grave whither we are going.” 

Lately died at Wadfworth, near Halifax, Yorkfhire, Mr. 
Per Sutcliffe, we apprehend about the soth year of his age. 

e had been many years a valuable member, and more than 
fixteen years, an ufeful minifter in the General Baptift church © 
at. Wadfworth, His abilities were not very fuperior: but 
he delighted in the doctrines of free grace, through Chrift, and 
pofiefled the good qualities of piety, meeknefs, and a compaf- 
fionate regard for the fouls of men, in a high degree. He 
had been, for fome years, fubje& to a peculiar kind of fits, 
which not unfrequently feiz-d him even in preaching ; but 

| | | 


OBITUARY. 


with his difcourfe,after a few minutes’ interruption: After an at- 
fack of a fever which continued about a week,and which appears — 
edto be greatly abated, hé was unexpected] yf eized with a fit that 
held him aconfiderable time, and after that with a fecond, in — 
which he expired. Mrs. Sutéliffe died about fifteen months 
béfofe hér hufoand. They have left a numerous family of 

children; but we have abuhdant reafon to rejoice in the 
évigence which is derived from their fpirit and charaéter, that 
they now enjoy the “ reft which remains to the people of 
God.” May theif childrén Be happy in the fame Saviour in 
whom their parents trufted; and, walking in the fteps in which 
their parents walked, may they, in due time, be advanced to) 
the fame uninterrupted and éverlaftirig felicity ' and may that 
God, with whom is “ the refidue of the fpirit,” {peedily fupply 

_ the deftitute church with a paftor after his own heart, who 

will feed them with knowledge and underftanding! = 


~-July 6th died, aged 82, Mr. William Everthed, paftor of 


the church at Horfham, in Suflex, and a Meffenger of great 

re{pectability among the General Baptifts. The following © 

account of this truly venerable man; is given by his fon, and 
by the minifter who was his affiftant, and is now his fucceffor 
at Horfham, and in the neighbouring towns and villages. — 

The late Mr. Williath Everfhed, Meffenger of the Baptift. 

Churches, was born in| the parifh of Barkam, near Lewes,in 
Suffex, A. D. 1717. He went young into a farmer’s fervice, 
and never had the advantage of one day’s fehooling: He was 

of a ftrong hale conftitutions and had a great thirft after 
biblical knowledge. After the ufual labours of the day, he 
frequently ftudied a great part of the night: (I had fomething 
of this from his own mouth). By this diligent application, 
he obtained a good knowledge of theology, ecclefiaftical, 
natural, and civil hiftory. He preached his firft fermon in 
the neighbourhood of Brighton in Suflex, in the year 176. 

He was ordained Elder of the General Baptift church at Hor- 
fham, on the sth of May, 1755, by Mr. Matthias Copner, 
cand Mr. Thomas Harrifon, Meffengers. Purfuant to the 
choice of the aflociated churches in Kent, Suffex, and Surry, 
with the approbation of the General Affembly at London, he 
was ordained Meffenger, at Horfham, by fafting, prayer, and 
impofition of hands, on the 28th of July, 1761, by Mr. 
Samuel Fry, Mr. John Geere, and Mr. Thomas Harrifon, 

Mefiengers, in the prefence of feveral other London and 

country minifters, 
By 


II. 
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By virtue of his office as meffenger, he feveral times vifited 
the churches in Kent, Suffex, Surry, Hampfhire, Hertford- 
fhire, and Suckinghamfhire. He continued to the latt, to 
vifit the churches, at Horfham, Ditcherling, Lewes, and 
Cuckfield ; (thefe are three branches of one church) Chi 
chefter, Farnham, Godalmin, Horley, and Portfmouth. 

~ On the 2oth of laft June, he fet out on a journey to Lewes, 


| penn twice, and adminiftered the Lord’s fupper on the | | 


Lord's day. On his return, on the Monday, July rift, he 
was taken ill of a fever, at Mrs. Browne’s, Ditcherling. On 
_- Friday the sth he had a pleuritic pain in his fide; and on 
Saturday the 6th, this good man, whofe praife is in many of 
the churches, went to receive his reward, He was fenfible 


_ fothe jaft. It may be faid, without exaggeration, that he 


was a faithful and diligent preacher, and an eminent example 
of what he taught ; keeping back nothing that was profitable 
to the flock ; but.teaching publicly and trom houfe to houfe; 
through the whole of a long-continued miniftry, he preached 
with fidelity and zeal among different churches, and, con- 
firmed what he taught by .a life of faith and obedience, 
| “i he now refts from his labours, and his works will follow _ 
He was buried in the Diffenters’ burying-ground, at Bil- 
linghurft, in Suffex, July rith, 1799, amidft a crowd of 
fpeGators. His funeral fermon was preached by Mr. John 
Dendy, the prefent minfter of the General Baptift church | 
at Horfham, from Heb, xiii. 7. * Remember them which | 
have the rule over you, who have fpoken to you the word of 
God: whofe faith follow, confidering the end of their con- 
Mr. Everthed left a widow and four children, three fons 
-andone daughter. Mrs. Everfhed, his widow, is fince dead ; 
and was buried in the fame ground with her hufband, Sep- 
tember 8th, aged 80. 
Mr. E. publifhed three pamphlets —A Summary View of 
the Evidences of Chriflianity, price 1s—The Meffenger's 
_ Miffion: a Sermon delivered at Canterbury, July 29th, 
4782,—6d. anda Funeral Sermon, for Mr. James alker. 
‘The firft of thefe met with confiderable acceptance. A 
_ favourable account was. given of it inthe Monthly and Cri- 
_ fical Reviews. We believe it may, on the whole, be faid 


without hefitatioa, that few men, with no greater advantages, _ 


rifen to a higher degree of re{peGtability inthe churches 
of Chrift,than Mr, Everfhed. 
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A Hymn to the Name ¥ Fefus. 


-ESUS ! thou fource of life, and love, 
Jn earth below, in realms above; 
Anfpire my foul, my breaft inflame 

To {peak thy praife, extol thy name, 


- Awake, my mufe, arife and fing, 
Aad all thy facred ardour bring 5 
in all the heights of pure deiire, 
With holy love, and heavenly fire 


 Exalt thy theme, exalt thy lays, 
Affitt ye fons of light, to praife 
Jefus the God ! you “lone can tell 
What treafures in that title dwell! 


Let all that nature graceful owss 

 Affitt, and {well their iweeteft tones ; 

And in the nobleft concert meet, 

That Name, that glorious Name to 
greet. 


Great fource of day, His praifes fhine, 
And tell to every diftant clime; 
A teftimony write to Him 
With every ray and lucid beam, 


Shine clear ye fkies, look gay thou 
earth, 
And brighter. ftars atteft His birth ; 
Let every creature wear a fmile, 
In lands’ unknown ; in Albion’s ifle. 


Let lofty cedars wave to thee, 
Who meekly bow’d, on Calv’ry’s tree ; 
Ye fhow’rs dittil and teftify, 
His grace defcending trom the fky. 


Let every gale and gentle breeze, 
Breathe foft His Name among the trees ; 
Each zephyr tell, it was for me 
That Jefus hung upon the tree. 


Ye purling ftreams, and falling floods, 
Ve fighing winds, and whilp’ring woods, 
And every bird of tuneful chroar, 

Join his own free ungovern’d note, 


While hills) and valleys catch the 
ftrain, 
And fweetly echo Jefus” Name; - 
His Name thalt fill the fpacious fong, 
His Name the endlefs theme prolong: 


To the grand hymn all nature fpake, 
_ And fhall not man be all awake ? 
For man He bled, for man He died ! 


Jefus for man was crucify’d | 


| 
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SACRED POETRY. 


Kings from your thrones of fate 
deftend, 


At Jefas’ feet fubmifirve bend 5 


He left His Father and His Throne, 


: That you might reign in worlds une 


known, 


- Who deep into his counfels ken, 
But moft of all ye chofen men, 

Ye heralds of the great 1 am, fe 
-Proclaim the Saviour’s name around 
the world echo’s with the fouad. 


O for this love let Angels fing, 
In ftrains immortal to their King ; 
With harps of gold furround his throne, 
waken raptures yet unknown. 


When fhall I praife before his face, — 
In hymns tublime, His matchlefs graces 


| Ye moments hafte, O fly away, 


‘And the happy, happy day, 


to Widows, 


COME all ye Widows now pea ate 
W hoie bofoms heave the deepeft figh ; 


Let hope once nore inipire your mind; 
The Lord’s a hujband juft and kind, 


_ When fears of want befet you round, 
And cruel threats from mortal’s found, 
Truft in the Lord, amicf your toil; 
He multiply’d the Widow's oil, 


When hungry Orpipes round you 
Crys 
And from you crave a freth fupply, 
Rely upon that God, who is 
A Father to the fatherlef $. 


_ When great afflictions are your loty y 
And kindred have ypur cafe forgot; ~~ 
Let God your hufband be your flay, | 
Unchanging love fhall ne’er decay. 


Sometime ago I was folicited to preach 
the Funeral Sermon of a man who died 
of a fhort warning, and left a widow and 
feven children, ef them {mall, to 
deplore his lofs. 1 preached from the 
text mentioned at the head of thefe 
lines, and when I had concluded 

| 


| 
k 
- 
| % 
| 
‘ } 
th 
- 
~ 
4 
? 4 
ER i 
| 
. 4 
| 
é 


A 


‘¢ghemout. At fupper, the widow and 


this I leave to! your fuperior judgment. 


her friends enquired after the hymn, 
and defired a copy, which they appeased 
greatly to approve. en | 
I do not fuppofe that it poffefies any 
ic merit; but if it would comfort 
any poor widow, and not difgrace your 
ufeful mifcellany, I fhould be glad to 
fec it occupy an humble corner. But. 


We. 
To the Editor of the G. B. M. 
«SIR, 


in the following lines is faintly deli- 
neated fomething of the Union and 
love that fubfiits between every 
true faint of God and his beloved 
Lord and Saviour; from v. Cant. 
villi. Icharge you, O ye daugh- 
ters of 
loved, that ye tell him, that Iam fick 
 oflove.”” If you think them worthy 
a place in your facred repofitory, it 


SACRED POETRY. 


erufalem, if ye find my be- | 


a Who is thy well. belov'd, and why 
| Doft thou thus lamguifh, faint; and 
*Tis no rhean beauty of the ground; 
al faint beneath a noble wound, 


_ Direét a mournful wand’rer wher 
‘The God he loves.and Jefus are; 
| O lead me to the facred place, | 
That J may reft in their embrace : 
On my propitious Saviour’s breaft, . 
; I'll lean my weary héad to reft ; | 
O’erwhelm’'d with blfifs; and fill’d with © 
| Shall drink His unfeal'd fource of lové. 


| | For the G.B. M. 
| Thankfgiving for the Harveft, 


| | 


LIFT up your heart, lift up your voicey 
Ye favourites of heaven ; 
Rejoice ! again I jay rejoice 


will oblige your friend 
T. 


O hafte my love, my joy, my reft, 
*Tis thee I feek,. my Jefus blef ; 
My foul doth long her Lord to greet, 
And with him have communion {weet. 


Oh come J cry, thou whom I love, 
Defcend, defcend, celeftial dove, 
With fome kind token of his fmile, 
‘Which fhall the tedious hours beguile. 


Whom have I, Lord, in heav’n but 


thee? 


There’s none on earth can comfort me ; | 


Tis Jefus’ love my fou] has won, 
Thy beauty has enfnar’d my heart, 


Nor can I ever withethee part ; 
Fach rival elfe, I will deny, - 


For thou, O thou! art art all my joy. 


Icall tothee, my Lord, by night, 
Q fpeak, my love, my foul’s delight ; 
With deep attention, lo! I ftand, 
Thy voice immortal joys command. 


Ye virgins pure of Zion fait, 


If you have found him tell me where ; 


And tell my fair one of my grief, 
That he may hafte to my relief. 


O tell him that my heart is fick, 
His abfence wounds me to the quick ; 
His prefence only can revive, 

A dying lover make alive. 


Inall your God hath given. 

1 Great is the Lord! his gtory thines, 

Inev’ry cheering ray ; 

Nature in all her fulaefs joirtss 

ia His glory to difplay. | 

O! let his goodnefs be proctaim'd 

 Inftrains the moft divine ; | 

Let every tiiortal be affiam’d 

| Who cannot, will not, join. 

. Through ev'ry feafon of the year 

| We fee his faithfuinefs ; 

But in the fummer months appear 
His goodnefs and His grace. 


| [What apprehenfion, what diftrefs 

What complicated woe ! 

} Appear’d in almoft ev’ry face 

A litthe time ago. ] 

But now the Lord, with bounteous hand 
Hath given rich fupplies ; es 

| A plenteous harveit through the land 
Salutes our joyful eyes. 


O! let us thank Him for His grace, 
For all His tender care; 

Surely a facrifice like this, 
The. very poor may fpare. 

Gracious Jehovah, condefcend 

‘| “To make us alf rejoice ; 
Then fhall our afcend 
From heart as well as voice. 


» ‘ 
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For NOVEMBER, 1799. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


LIFE OF SAMUEL ROSEWELIL, Me Ap 


See his Funeral Sermon, by Mr. Jeremiah Hunt. Text,: 


2 Cor. iv. 7.—“ But we have this treafure in earthen veffels, 


that the excellency of the power may be of God, and uot of us.” 


Divers of thefe precious veflels of the fanétuary have 
you feen broken in pieces, and laid in the duft; I need not 
recall them to your memory, which, I doubt not, helps yoy.to 
make fad and forrewful reflections on them, and the melancho- 
_ dy circumftance in this prefent inftance, his being taken from 
- usin the midft of his days, heightens the affliction. He was 


a bright and fhining light, in his teaching and life, and we re-' - 
joiced in this ight: but alas! how foon hath, God been 


pleafed to take it from us! and made our fun to fet at noon! 
_ this may, this fhould, be for a lamentation tous. As to him- 
felf, it is true, the Providence hath another afpeét; he did 
much in a little time, and God took him the fooner to his 
reward: but upon us,a black and gloomy Providence it is, 
the removal of one fo fuitavle, and ] may fay, fuccefsful too, 
in turning many te righteoufneis, and in comforting, and 
-ftrengthening, and building up others; and from whom, as 


in the hand, and by the favour of God, {ti more help, and 
much longer continuance in his ufefulnefs, in refpe& of his’ 


age, might have been hoped for: but the will of God is not 
to be difputed againft, or quarrelled with, but fubmitted to. 
As to fetting before you hischaracter, your own knowled 


ge 


and experience of his worth, will give you the beft idea of 


him, and fix it deep in your minds, 


He was the firft-born fon of the Reverend Mr. Thotaes 
Rofewell ; one well known for his piety, and labours, and 


General 


fuffer- 
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fufferings, and whofe name and memory is defervedly pre. 
cious inall-the churches. This fon of his, by his fecond 
marriage, obtained of God by prayer, and thence having his 


name Samuel given him, was dedicated and devoted to God 


by his father, with defire that he might ferve him in the work — 

of the miniftry ; to which himfelf alfo fhewed very early 
difpofition and inclination ; and with that view, purfued his 
ftudies diligently, and profited therein above many. He was, 


Indeed, the pleafure and the pride of his very learned tutor, . 
who often fpake of him with particular affection and 


efteem. 


_ He was, when very young in years, but above his age in 
- sefpect of improvement, called to the work of the miniftry ; 


in which, with great acceptation, he exercifed himfelf a-while 


asa candidate, and at length was ordained in, and with a 


{pecial eye to the fervice of this congregation; and that by | 
the invitation, and with the liking of the then mott judicious, 
and every way great and excellent paftor of it, the Reverend 
Mr John Howe. [ mention this asa particular honour to 
the deceafed, that he ftood fo early approved and loved by fo 
good a judge of menand things. Nor was the judgement 


made of him difappointed ; his diligence and faithfuloefs in 


his work, both then and after, in the capacity of a joint paftor 
here, with another moft learned and judicious divine, the 
Reverend Mr. John Spademan, abundantly juftified the opi- 
nion conceived of him. He hada clear head, and a found 
ae ; his performances were accurate, judicious, and lively ; 

itted to inform and inftru&t the mind, and withal to move and 


engage the affections, and, in a word, to beget and promote 


true ferious godlinefs, and praGtical religion. Much good 
God did by him, both here, and in a le&ture which he preach- | 
ed aconfiderable time to young perfons and fome others ; 


— toall whom, I doubt not, his memory will be ever precious. 


Divers of his difcourfes, delivered on fpecial occafions, he 
was prevailed on to publifh ; a review of which might be of 

reat ufe to fuch as heard them, as the reading of them might 
alfo be toothers, A fhort and plain Account of the Method 
a Sinner ought to take, in order to his Converfion and Salva-_ 
tion.—Seafonable Inftruions for the Affli€ted.—A faithful 
Warning to Young Men.—A Difcourfe of Temptation, and 
the Means to prevent it’s prevalence, and feveral others ; in 
perufal whereof, much of his own {pirit, and the fcdpe of his 


_ pndeavours for God’s honour, and the good of fouls will be 


feens 
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{éen. By thofe, as well as by the example he left, he being 
dead, yet {peaketh. 
Should we follow him into every other telation, befide that 
of minifter and paftor, all will be found agteeable to his Cha- 
He was a moft obedietit and dutiful fon; a moft tendet 
and affetionate hufbaiid; a loving and ¢areful father, a kind 
brother, juft midfter, fincere and faithful friend, and good 
neighbour. At the death of his father, when: he was a child, 
he fhewed fenfe, and Concern at the affliCtion ; and endea- 
-voured to comfort his fortowful mother under it, telling her, 
he hoped he might live to be fome help to her: a paffage fhe- 
could not but ake notice of then, ag fhe has often reflected on 
it fince, with thankfulnefs to God, who inclihed and enabled 
him to make it good to her in fo great a meafure. As fheon 
her part, through divine grace, performed towards him the 
office of a tendef and careful mother ; fo did he toward her; 
that of a pious and dutiful fon ; cherifhing and comforting 
her, and fhewing her all filial regards to his laft. His love to 
his fifters, befides other ways of expreffing it, he would fhew 
_ by praying with them, and for them; an holy duty and ex- 
ércife which he very edrly fhewed confcience of, and delight 
in, as he did alfo through his whole life. He was much with 
God in fecret, and family-worfhip, arid very ferious arid par- 
ticular in minding the cafes of all therein. He walked within 
his houfe with a perfect heart, yet not forgetting the concerns 
of the church, and the members thereof, which le ftood fpe- 
cially relatedto: the incapacity of miniftring unto them, as 
he had done, was to him the moft grievous part of the afffic- 
tion; though he confidered it 4s God’s will, which filenced 
and quieted him at all times. He would now and then, thtough 
his great defire of fervice, and delight in his work, be putting 
—himfelf upon it, when his feeble body and fpirits were very. 
unable for it: witnefs, befide divers other feafons, that, when 
ke laf adminiftered the ordinance of the Lord’s fupper, he: 
was ready to fay indeed, with defire have I defired to eat this 
fupper with you before I die, but his ftrength and afpeét were 
more like orie dying in it: he fummoned all his fpirits to the 
work, and was moft fpiritual and heavenly in it; be began, 
I well remembér, with words to this purpofe: «* My friends, — 
<¢ we are met here once again to fee Jeftis, to fee him fet forth 
‘as crucified before our eyes ; him, who loved us, and gavé 
‘t himfelf for us, that he might wath us from our fins in his 
own blood.” In this public performance of his, the 
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affeGtions of thofe prefent were much moved, as is knowtt 
and not without tears from many of his people’g eyes, as wel ae 


as his own, while, as was faid, the poor frail veffel was ready 


to fink and fail under it. After this he'could no more make 
any fuch attempt, but gradually beeame confined to his houfe, 


then to his chamber, and at laft to his bed ; being told, a 
Kittle before this, of the death of fome other minifters, as alfo 


of our unfpeakable lofs, in the deceafe of the excellent Sir 
Thomas Abney : ‘“‘ Well, faid he, } fhall foon go after. And 
“ at amother time comforted himfelf that he fhould in a little 
‘< while fee him, and his other godly friends, in a more 


le happy and glorious fociety than any here below.’”? And 


now the nearer he came to his end, the fafter did he move | 
heaven-ward. O how illuftrioufly did grace fhine in him in 
his laft hours! I may fay, indeed, all along in his painful and 
lingering illnefs, while God was pleafed to hold him hovering, 
as himfelf ufed to exprefs it, between two worlds ; towards 
which he ftood affe&ted much as the bleffed apoftle St. Paul 
was: for any fervice God might have farther for him to do, 
he was content to live ; but otherwife defirous to depart, and 
to be with Chrift, efteeming that beft of all. How, not 
only compofed, but even chearful, was he, under his great 
and long and painful bodily exercifes! never murmuring, or 
repining, but juftifying God, and rejoicing and hoping in his 
mercy through the Redeemer ; that precious name which 
he loved to hear and fpeak of. ‘Twofcriptures he mentioned — 
with fpecial delight, as the grounds of his hope, viz. John iii. | 

16. ‘God fo loved the-world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whofoever believeth in him, fhould not perifh, but 


have everlafting life.”” He trufted that he had believed in | 


Chrift, he was precious to him, he refted upon him alone for 


falvation. Andthe other was, Matt. v. 6. ‘* Bleffed are 


they whjch hunger and thirft after rightcoufnefs, for they 
fhall be filled.” If he knew his own heart, he faid, he felt 
this fpiritual hunger and thirft. He would be more holy, 
morc conformed tu God ; he hated fin, and longed for heaven 
as a place and ftate where all fin fhall be done away, and the | 


_ image of God perfe€ted in him. And furely thefe were the 


breathings of one entitled to that glorious inheritance, and in 


_ whom much of heaven was now, while yet he was on this fide 
of it ; and who we may with ereat confidence believe hath 


happily reached the potieffion of thofe manfions above. Let 
me add a word in reference to ouriclves ef this congregation 
and fo conclude, 
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BISHOP BURNET’ S LIVES AND SUTFERINGS oF 


THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, 


THE LIFE OF JOHN CARDMARER, ALIAS TAYLOR, 
AND JOHN WARNE, UPHOLDER, 


J OuN CARDMAKER, alias Taylor, was in - the days 


of King Henry the Eighth, an obfervant friar of the order of 
St. Francis, till the diilolution of abbeys ; afterwards he 
married, and in the days of King Edward the Sixth, he be- 
came a minifter and reader ‘at Sr. Paul’s in London, and a 
prebendary in the cathedral of Wells, une Dr. Barlow, 
bifhop of Bath and Wells. 

In the beginning of Queen Mary’s reign, the faid Card- 
maker, with the bifhop, were apprehended, and fent prifoners 
to London, and committed to the Fleet, the laws of King 
Edward being yet in force. 

But when the Pope’s authority and religion were again 
reftored in England, and bifhops had authority ex officio to 
proceed againtt difatfected perfons, Cardmaker was removed 
from the Fleet to the Compter in Bread-ftreet, where he met 
with Lawrence Saunders, by whofe converfation he was much 
ftrengthened and encouraged to continue ftedfaft in his faith 
and profeffion. Here he continued fome time after Mr. 
Saunders was fent to Coventry tobe burned. 

. And upon the 24th of May, 1555, Cardmaker was brought 
before Bonner bifhop of London, and had feveral articles 
adminiftered to him, viz. 

1. Thatafter his profeffion of reli gion, and taking holy 
orders, he took a wife, and had by hera rfeewile child, thereby 


breaking his vow, and the order and ordinance of the — 


church. 
‘o the firft part of this article he anfwered, that it was 


true; but tothe fecond he faid, that by his marriage he broke 
no vow, becaufe he was fet at liberty” to marry both by the 
laws of this realm, and alfo by the laws and ordinances of 
the church. of the fame. 

2. It was objeéted to him, that he had believed and taught, 
and fo did {till believe, that in the facramentof the altar under 
the vifible figns, that ts to fay, under the form of bread and 

wine, 
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wine, there is really and truly the true and very natural body 

and blood of our Saviour Jefus ChriftlRK 
Towhich he-anfwered, that he had believed and taught as 

‘itis a in this article, but he doth not now fo believe 


nor teach. | | y, | 
3. That the belief of the catholic church is, that having 
the body and blood of Chrift really and truly contained in the 
facrament of the altar, is to have (by the omnipotent power of 
Almighty God) the body and blood of Chrift there jnvitible 
and really prefent, under the faid facrament, and not to make 
thereby 2 new God, or a new Chrift, or a new body of 
- Tothis he anfwered, that he doth not believe the fame to 
be true in any part thereof. | 
'' 4. That it may well ftand together, and fo is the faith of | 


the catholic church, that the body of Chrift is vifibly and truly | 
afcended into heaven, and there is in the vifible form of his 


humanity ; and yet the fame body in fubftance is invifibly and 


truly contained in the faid facrament of the altar. — 
To this he anfwered, he doth. not believe the {aid article to 

_§- It was objected to him, that Chrift at his laft fupper, 

_ taking bread into his hands, breaking it and giving it to his 

_ apoftles, faying, Take, eat, this is my body, did inftitute a 

facrament there, willing that his body: really and truly fhould 


_ becontained in the faid facrament; no fubftance of bread 


there remaining, but only the accidents thereof. 
- Tothis he anfwered, that the firft part of the faid article. 
_hedoth believe tobe true ; but the latter part he doth not 
believe to be true. 
_ And the next day he made a further addition to his anfwer 
- tothe laft article, viz. That whereas in his anfwer he denied 
_ the prefenceof Chrift in the facrament, I mean not (fays he) 
his facramental prefence, for that I confefs ; but my denial is 
of his carnal prefence in the fame. | i. 
But yet further, becaufe this word is oft-times taken of the 
holy fathers, not only for the bread and wine, but alfo for 
the whole adminiftration of the fame, according to Chrift’s — 
inftitution ; |fo I fay, that Chriit is prefent fpiritually to and 
in all them that worthily receive the holy facrament ; fo that 
my denial is {till of the real, carnal, and corporal prefence in 
_ the facrament, and not of the facramental or fpiritual prefence. 
And then his anfwers as above being written, he fubfcribed 


them, 


By me John Cardmaker. : 
“And 
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And for his adhering to thefe his anfwers abovementioned, 
he was condemned May the 25th, and fent to Newgate. 
And while he continued there, one Beard came to him two 
or three days before his execution, and faid, lam fent to ‘you | 
from the council, to know, whether you will recant, 
or now | 


Cardmaker faid, From the council are you come? J 
think you are neither come’ nor fent from the Queen’s 
council, but from the commiffioners to whom you belong. 
And whereas you would know whether I will recant or no, 
pray report of me to thofe that fent you, in this manner: 
I know you area taylor, and by your fkill in that occupa- 
tion, endeavour to get your living: fo I have been a preacher 
thefe twenty years; and ever fince God of his mercy hath — 
opened mine eyes: to fee his eternal truth, I have called upon 
his name to give me his grace, to underftand his word, 
and I have difcharged my confcience in fetting forth the fame, 
according to my power. 

But Sir (faid Beard) and mark it well, that Chrift the night - 
before his paffion ordained the holy communion, and com- 
manded that it fhould be taken in remembrance that his 
body was broken, and his blood fhed for the remif-— 
fion of our fins, and to as many as believe and truft in 


? 
; 


| 
Then he afked Beard, Whether the facrament had a begin- 
ning; and Beard anfwered, Yes. Then faid Cardmaker, 
- Since the facrament had a beginning and ending, it cannot be 
God, for God is without beginning or ending, And fo 
Beard departed. . 
Mr. John Warne was an upholfterer in the parifh of St, 
. John in Walbrook, of the age of twenty-nine years. He was 
| fufpeéted of herefy, and brought before Bonner bifhop 
of London, and had the following articles adminiftered — 
of 1. That he believed, and doth firmly and ftedfaftl believe, 
that in the facrament, called the facrament of the altar, there 
is not the very true and natural body of our Saviour Chrift, 
in fubftance, under the forms of bread and wine. wee 
2. That he believed, and doth believe, that after the words 
of confecration fpoken by the prieft, there is not (as the - 
church of England doth believe and teach) the body of — 
 Chrift; but that there doth only remain. the-fubftance of 
material bread as it is before the confecration, or {peaking of — 
the words of confecration, and that the faid bread is in no | 
wife altered and changed. | 
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3. That he the faid John Warne doth believe, that if the — 
_ eatholic church do believe and teach, that there is in the mafs 
|. (now ufed in England, and in other places of Chriftendom ) 
i a facrifice wherein there is a facrament concerning the body 
{ and blood of Chrift really and truly; then that belief and 
faith of the church is naught, and ayainft God’s truth, and 
feripture. 
4- That he faid about twelve months ago, or more, 
_ whereas a rough fpaniel of his was fhorn on the head, and 
had a crown like a prieft made in the fame, he did laugh at 
a liked it, though he did it not himfclf, nor knew who 
| | 
That neither in Lent paft, nor any time fince the queen’s- 
reign, he had been at church, nor heard mafs, nor had been 
confefled, or received the facrament of the altar ; and faid that 
he was not forry he had done fo, but rather glad, for fo his con- 
fcience was not defiled, which otherwife it would have 
been. 
Upon thefe articles John Warne was divers times examined . 
_ before divers witnefles, May the 23d, 1555, and did confefs 
‘and believe the fame to be true, and fubfcribed his name to 
them: by me John Warne. 
And being feveral times afterwards before the bifhop of 
London, and by him moved torecant; he faid, He could fee 
no caufe why he ‘fhould repent or recant, for all filthinefs and — 
idolatry is in the church of Rome. So the bifhop pronounced 
the definitive fentence againft him, and delivered him to the 
fheriffs of London, and he was fent to Newgate. Ds 
Andupon the of May, 1555, both John Cardmaker 
and John Warne were by the fheriffs of London brought 
into Smithfield, to their execution. ode 
Where John Warne, having made his prayers, was chain- | 
ed to the ftake, and had the reeds and the wood fet about 
him: while John Cardmaker was all that time talking with 
the theriffs, fo that the people feared he would recant. But 
at length he departed from the theriffs, and kneeling down 
he made a long prayer to himfelf in filence, with his clothes 
on: when he had done, he rofe up and ftripped himfelf to his 
fhirt, and with courage went to the ttake and kifled it, and > 
took John Warne by the hand, and comforted him heartily ; 
and fo gladly gave himfelf to be bound to the ftake. And 
then the people made a great fhout, faying, God ftrengthen 
thee, Cardmaker, the Lord Jefus receive thy fpirit. ‘And 
then the executioner put fire to them, and fo they both quietly _ 
 pafied through the fire into the bleffed reft of God: to whom _ 
be glory for evermore. Amen. - SERMONS 
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SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


A SERMON ADDRESSED TO THE GENERAL BAP- 
TIST CHURCH AT KIRKBY-WOODHOUSE, NOT= 
TINGHAMSHIRE; AT THE ORDINATION OF 
MR. GEORGE HARDSTAFF TO THE PASTORAL 
OF FICE.t——See an account of this ordination, . 


in No. 20, p. 348. 


TO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST AT KIRKBY- 
“WOODHOUSE. 
Beloved Brethren, 


In anfwer to your requeft I venture to fend the following as 
an epitome of the difcourfe which was delivered on Auguit. 


14, 1799, at the ordination of your worthy and beloved . 


paftor, Mr. George Hardftaff. As my notes were very 
brief, and a month has elapfed fince the delivery, you can- 
not expect it to be accurate, yetthe alterations | think are 


not very material. ‘That the God of all grace may make | 


it ufeful to many fouls, and to the General Baptift churches 
in general, and to that of Kirkby- Woodhoufe in particular, 
is the defire and prayer of, 

Beloved Brethren, 
Yours, for Chrift’s fake, 
| S, DEACON, 
Barton, Sept. 23, 1799. 


As you, my beloved, have called me, with other of my: 
brethren in the miniftry, to affift in the labours, and to partake’ 
in the pleafures of this day’s exercifes; and as you have juft’ 
now manifefted your hearty acquiefcenee in Mr. Hardftaff as. 
your paftor ; and as yoOuhave alfo heard a cloféand 4 fWlemh 


+ Notwithftanding the peculiarity of Mr. Deacon’s 


diétion, we truft his fermon will be read with attention, and 


with advantage, both by minifters and their people, 
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charge delivered to him by my worthy brother Pollard, I hope 


J need not make any apology for taking the moft friendly » — 
freedom in addreffing you on the duty incumbent on you , 


towards your minifter, Efpecially when it is confidered that 


there never can be a more proper time, perhaps there never | 


will be fo proper atime, for a difcourfe on this fubject as 

_ The words which I choofe rather as a motto than a text, 
on this occafion, are in Jer. iii.15. ‘ I will give you paftors 
aceording to mine heart, which fhall feed you with knowledge 


and underftanding.” | 


This was a gracious promife of a gracious God to back- 
iliding Ifrael ; a promife to. be fulfilled to them on their re- 
turning to the Lord. ‘This promife may be accommodated — 
to thofe who return to the Lord now. I truft it may be ac- 
commodated to you ; yea, I truft it is accomplifhed to you 
this day in the man of your choice. Taking this for t gum 


I fhall immediately procced to improve the fubje 


in the 


I. Shew fomething of a paftor’s work, and point out your 
duty to him by way of inference. x 
Il. Excite you to a cheerful obedience, by a few mo- 
tives. 


ILL. Conclude with fome particular directions and obferv- _ 


I, Shew fomething of a paftor’s work, &c. This I fhall do 


in four particulars : 


1. It is his duty to feed you with knowledge and under- 
ftanding; then, 1. Youfhould efteem him very highly in 
love for his work’s fake. 1 Theff. v.13. “The ox knoweth 
jt’s owner, and the afS it’s mafter’s crib.” The brute 
creation, in almoft every part thereof, may ferve to enforce © 


_and to illuftrate this part of your duty'to your paftor. Have > 
‘not you feen the poor fheep in the late long cold winter, 


when almoft perifhed, fhew a fenfe of pleafure at the fight of 


their fhepherd when he has appeared laden with fodder? And 


fhall not the fheep of Chrift fet a high value on the man_ 


whom God appoints, and they adopt, to be their fhepherd, | 


— their {piritual feeder, their paftor, to break the bread of life to 


t\eir fouls? Surely this is their bounden duty. But this we 
fhall coniider furc...r under the fecond head of difcourfe. | 
2. If he be your feeder, it is your duty to give him op- 
portumiy to provide food for you; to releafe him from fecular 
onc-ins, and to give him affiftance in other refpects. You | 
like to have your n.eat in due feafon, in a proper ftate of pre- 


paration, 
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daration, neither too new nor toaold, too hot nor too cold; 


and garnifhed in the moft agreeable manner. But how can 
you expect this if he be obligéd to attend fo clofely all 
the day, and all thé week, to fome fecular employment, that 
he has fcarcely an hour to fpare for the improvement of his 
own mind? If ke muft go ftrait from the fhop to the puipit, 
how can herightly divide the word ? How can he be expec 
ed to giveto each their proper portion of meat in due feafon ? 
Mutt not his ow foul be barren, his animal {pirits deprefied, 


and his whole frame quite out of order? It muft, brethren, 


we know it muft, by painful experience! We often groan 
- within ourfelves.on this account. Ibelieve it is a real lofs 
-toour caufe, and I fear it will be a curfe on it, if there be not 
more attention paid to the comfortable fupport of minifters in 
future, than there has been in time paft. — 7 
‘The difficulty of the prefent times makes it the more necef- 
fary to infift a little on this part of your duty. And as if 
cannot be fuppofed that I have any perfonal intereft ini view; 
it would be culpable in me too lightly to pafs it over. EI 
therefore obferve, that your paftor will be at expences 
which members in common do not experience, and which they 
will not be likelyto calculate 
You undoubtedly with your paftor to be at leaft decent in 
his appearance, in perfon—family—furniture. This muft 
take a confiderable quantity of property to fupport it. This 
muft come from fomewhere, or he will be involved in dif- 
ficulties. At firft fight people may blame him on this account ; 
but thinking people will pity himand cenfure you. But fup- 
pofe you tHe cenfure, would you wifh your minifter; 
your paftor, to be an object of pity? If he be fo through 
ea it muft greatly weaken his attachment to you 
He will have many painful refletions, many bitter moments, 
marty anxious thoughts and fears, which will harrafs his mind 
in his ftudies, prayers, vifits, &c. whether by night or by day 5 
and how muft this difcourage him and make him languifh ! 


It will make him that he can neither think with comfort, neg ° 


act with proper prudence. ‘This will alfo havea tendency 


to make you think more lightly of him; and perhaps lead 


you after fome time to defpife the man whom you make 
—miferable. This will be fhockire! this will be cruel indeed 
God Almighty grant that this may never be the cafe! 
Minifters are alfo expofed to a number of incidental ex- 
pences,. which others know little of: Perhaps I fhall come 
again to this village; to whofe houfe fhall I go but to your 
minifter’s? He can do no lefs than to receive me kindly, arid 
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to entertain me courteoufly, or I fhall think it ftrange: A 
fingle vifit of this fort is of little confequence, but they ‘may 
be frequent, if not from me, yet from others, and it may bea 
ferious matter to him if you keep him on a bare fubfiftence. 
He will be expected to vilit ‘the fick, the poor, the wretched 
_ofevery defcription ; and what a heart-breaking it muf be 

to him if he be unable to relieve them in their diftrefs! He 
will feel it his duty to diftribute to the neceflity of the faints, 
to be “ given to hofpitality.”’ “But how can he do this if his 
family be full of wants at home '—He will be called to travel 
to preach to diftant churches, perhaps frequently. And he 
mutt either go or give fome reafon. Would you with him to in- 
form them that he cannot bear the charges and the lofs of his 
time ? What mufthe fay He muft fay fomething. Ifyou in this 


particular fow fparingly, you may expect to reap {paringly. 


2,Cor. ix. 6. Lethim thatis taught in the word, commu- 


nicate to him that teacheth, in all good things. Be not de- | 


ceived, God is not mocKed: for whatfoever a man foweth, 


that fhall he alfureap. Gal. vi. 6, 7. blameable muft 
that church be which ftarves the man who finds them food, 


nt that this may 
be carried to excefs, but it is not much to be apm prefent 


the man who is their guide to glory. 1 grant 
3. If he be your feeder, it is neceflary that yo 
meals, the ordinances of God. Have not you feen how the 
fheep ftand round the crib looking with anxicty for the ap- 
proach of the fhepherd? They do not want a bell to give 
‘them notice of the time: the monitor within, the fenfation of 
hunger, urges them to be ready. How many of the fheep of 
Chrift are faulty in this particular! How many are glad of 
an excule to be abfent from meeting! If it rain, or fnow, 
‘or bea little dirty, or dark, they have reafon enough to ftop 
at home; efpecially if they were there laft Sunday. ae ee 

~* How is he to feed you when you are out of the way at 
meal-time ? One would think’that experience would teach 
all true chriftians what injury they fuitain by a conduct of 
this fort. Yet I fear it is a common and a 
and many are not aware of it’s pérnicious effeéts. But it 
is not only an injury to yourfelves; your abfence may have 
‘a very unhappy influence on others. Will your children, 
fervants, and neighbours, be anxious to go, when they fee 


yoy ‘indifferent about it? It is not likely that Shey will, 


ov ever if they are, it is not in viitue of your 
~ You do not know the g: od or the evil depenc | 


| 


attend 


rowing 


not 5 or the evi ncinz on a pro- 
per Q: an improper cond: ct in this particular. Yo r bre- 
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> thren are difcouraged and grieved when they fee your feats 
-- empty. They wonder what is the matter, or fear fome- 
@hing is amifs. But how mutt, your minifter, your paftor 
feel He has temptations peculiar to minifters. He has been 
reading, and ftudying, and praying, and fearching the fcrip- 
tures, to laevis fomething for your edification and comfort, 
nd he cannot fee you there. He looks round and fees one 
eat empty, two, three, perhaps many feats empty.—How he 
feels !—QO my brethren -—How he feels! He has got his 
earthen veflel filled with heavenly treafure ; he his loaded, as 
it were, with fodder, and his fheep are not there to receive it. 
He begins to fear, ah! they are tired of my preaching, or they 
would not fo frequently be abfent. My labour is in vain, 
I ftudy to little purpofe. O let me urge you to attend with 
regularity to all the ordinances of the Lord, for your own 
fakes, your minifter’s fake, and for the fake of your God. — 
Remember, it is as neceflary for you to go to be fed, as it is 
for him to come to feed you. It is as much your duty to 
hear pe ah as itis his to preach it, - You are as much 
interefted in the glory of God, and the falvation of fouls, as 
he is. y ou defire a“ Well done”’ at the laft; then it is in- 
cumbent on you to improve your talent, that the Saviour ma 
pronounce it. Can you wilh ye minifter to have all the 
-woik and you all the wages? You are fervants of Chrift, 
and have fomething to do as well as he. eae 
Permit me here to drop one caution. Be not over nice in 
your diet. Ifhedoth not always feed you with white bread, 
be content with brown. Be thankful that you have bread, 
the bread of God, at all. Confider how many are without it, 
and how unworthy you are of it. It is a bad fign when the 
people are fo very nice and extremely delicate, that in along 
soipel fermon they can hardly piek a bit which fuits. their 
appetite; which will fit on their ftomach. ‘The full foul 
loatheth the honey-comb; but to the hungry foul ever 
bitter thing is fweet.” Prov. xxvii. 7. Be watchful that 
your hearts are not overcharged with furfeiting and drunken- 
nefs, and cares of this life ; fo that you have noroom for the 
word of God, no relifh for divine things, no appetite for fpi- 
ritual food. Better ftarve the body than the foul ; 
pamper the flefh the fpirit grow leane 
Remember here. If youdo not receive his inftrutious, 
he doth not feed you, for it is by the means of inftruétion 
alone that you are fed with knowledge and underftanding. 
He ds no cther way of communication. 
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and to defend his fheep. 
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Tl. A fecond part of a fhepherd’s work is, to watch, to warn 

a. Then keep under his eye, let him often fee you at both 
public and private opportunities. If you run aftray he cannot 
watch you, becaufe you get out of his fight. Then you run 
great rifks, or perhaps fuffer great inconveniences for want of 
afiftance, and all through your own folly ; and your paftor | 


may be grieved and by fome blamed for the neglect of his 
duty, when the fault is all your own. eee oe 


2. Let him know the {tate of your fouls, the nature of your 


 difpofitions and temptations, that he may caution and warn 
| re againft the fin which is moft likely to befet you. How 


ould he know in his vifits, &c. how to exhort and admonifh 


--you, if he be a ftranger to the {tate of your fouls? And whu 


can inform him of this but yourfelves? ’Tis merely accident- 


al, however providential, ifhe give you proper counfel, except 


you attend to this advice. In doing this, prudence is necet- 
fary, but be fure todo it. Do not be fo prudent, or fearful or 
fhy astoneglectit. He cannot dohis part if you do not do 
Follow his directions fo far as they accord with fcrip- 


ture. Advice is of little ufe unlefs it be taken. He mutt 
_ ‘warn you when danger appears, in order to deliver his own 
foul. Ez. i. 17—22. But you muft take the alarm, the 
‘warning, in order to deliver your fouls. 


If you with tobe kept fafe from the deftroyer, out of the 


_ teeth of ravenous creatures, take heed that you do not creep 
_ through or leap over the hedges, the bounds which the great 
_ Shepherd has fet up as a fence to his flock, and which your 
' new paftor will inform you of. However bare your pafture 
may be, and however green it may feem on the other fide the 
- inclofure, take it for granted, that the fence is fet up for your 
advantage, and that you cannot break it without ‘hurt to 
_yourfelves. Every precept of the Lord was dictated by 
infinite goodnefs as well as by infinite wifdom ; and who- 
-_foever finneth againft the leaft of his direftions, wrongeth his 
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(To Le continued.) 
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MEDITATIONS ON SELECT PASSAGES OF SCRIP= 


Phil, iii. I prefs forward the mark, for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Chrijt Fefus.” 


THIS was the refolution, this the labour of blefled Paul. 
‘Thefe were his views and ends ; and his whole conduct fhewed 
how -much this retolution came from his heart. This is the 
effect of being alive, and lively towards God. Heaven, 
nothing but heaven will fatisfy. Lord quicken all thy 
minifters, and all thy people, efpecially my fluggith foul, to. 


follow the fame amiable-example ! 


_ There is a prize to run for; a glorious prize; nothing | 
lefs than the eternal enjoyment of God, of Chrift, of angels, 
and the bleffed fpirits of the juft made perfeét ; with whatever _ 
is contained in that wonderful claufe, an exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. 2Cor.iv. 11. This is worth running for 
indeed. Lord quicken my fpirits! It is “ the prize of the 
high calling.” It is 4 high calling indeed! I am called to 
be a child of God, the God of heaven and earth ; to have this 
God ftanding in a endearing relation to me, even to me, 
unworthy aslam. lam called to walk with God, to live for 
God, to enjoy communion with God, and to dwell near to him 
for ever. Lord help me to admire thy grace, and to live up 
to my privileges ! It is a high calling “ of God,” the prize is 
given by the blefled Jehovah ; and itis he who calls me to run 
for it, otherwife I had {till been grovelling in purfuit of fin 
and vanity. Glory be to rich grace! It is in and through 
Chrift. Jefus.---Jefus died to open to me the everlafting doors, 
and admit me into heaven, when for my iniquity I deferved to 
have been eternally fhut up in hell. Dear Jefus' May thy | 
love animate my foul to prefs forward! Difficulties snd ene- _ 
mies, world, fleth, and devil, will, and do oppofe. Through ta 
all I muft prefs, an¢, Lord, through all I def r: to prefs, to | 
come to dwell with thee eternally. O impart thy grace, ta. - 
help me on in the way of holinefs. yay be dpe 


_ Impart thy grace, my foul revive, 
_ And let meto thy glory live: 

_ Ito my Goddevote my days, 

And hope in heaven, to fee his face. 
Luke xxiv. 44.——“ All things muft be fulfilled which were 


written in the law of Mofes, and in the Prophets, and in the 
Pfalms, concerning me,” 
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| 
WHAT an unfpeakable bleffing is the word of God! 
‘What a mercy that the Lord has caufed it to be written for _ 
inftru€tion ! How ftrange that my heart is no more af- 


fected with a fenfe of divine goodnefs ! Whata dreadful thing 


that this book of God fhould be fo much neglected ! What 
. yeafon have I to be humbled that I have regarded it no more ! 
Lord, I would begin to attend more diligently to it, help 


me by thy grace! and open my underftanding, that I may 
behold wonderful things out of thy law! The Old Tef- 


 tament pointed to the bleflings exhibited in the new; and 


the New Teftament is a confirmation and fulfilment of the 
Old, and the one affifts in reading and underftanding the 

other. I defire to read and underftand both, Lordhelp me! 
Chrift Jefus is the grand object to be beheld in the ferip- 
ture. Inthe law, the prophets, and the pfalms, Chrift is ex- 
hibited as the Lamb flain from the foundation of the world in 
the counfels and defigns of God; and actually flain, when 
he appeared to put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf. In 


this capacity, and as undertaking, and accomplifhing this glo- 


rious work, do the law, the prophets, and the pfalms, teftify _ 


of him. In this manner the Jews divided the Old Teftament. 


The writings of Mofes, or the Pentateuch, they called the law; 


_ the devotional and moral writings of David and Solomon, 


they called the pfalms; and the reft they called the prophets, 


In all thefe we find emblems and prophecies of the bleffed 


Jefus. Andthe New Teftament is the hiftory-of the fame 


 pbleffed Jefus. This records, and by recording confirms, what 
thofe foretell. If the New Teftament be proved (as it eafily 


may) to be of divine infpiration, how glorious a fanction does — 
this give to the Old! and confequently, what divine weight 


and importance is in both ! They are the bread of life to fup- 


port the weak; the light of life to direct the ignorant; the 
waters of life to refrefh the thirfty. They are the grand 


_ foundation of my faith on earth, and the grand, unfailing 
directory in my way fa heaven! 


In heaven I hope to dwell ;,with my Emmanuel | 


‘Pill then L'il read thy word, and fing of Chriftmy Lord. 


O let me never from thy word depart; 
| O blefs me with an underftanding heart! 
in this clear glafs on earth, [ view thy face, 
| And learn to live upon, and fing thy grace. 


1 Cor. xv, 58.——** Therefore my b:loved brethren, be ye fledfaf, 
immovable, always aloinding in the work of the Lord, for- 
ajmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 


Lord.” what 


v 
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O what a reviving inference is this, drawn from the res 
viving truth which the apoftle has been afferting, that of the 
refurrection of the dead! This may well make the {faints 


rejoice and greatly exult. He has alfo fhewn that the faints 


hereafter fhall fhine in glory, and that their paflage to it fhall 
be eafy both for body and foul: God having gracioufly given 
_ them victory over fin, death, and the grave, through Jefus 

~Chrift. Bleffed vi€tory, and bletied condition indeed ! Thefe 
truths he applies to their practical purpofes in the text before 
us. For all truths are ufelefs, any further than they promote 
fome noble end, for the glory of God, and the holinefs or 
happinefs of men! Lord teach all thy people, efpecially all 
thy minifters, to obferve this! Teach, O Lord, thy poor 


worm now meditating, to keep it in view in all his minif+ 


terial labours! O that my heart may always be deeply fenfible 
of it! And what can more abundantly anfwer thefe noble 
purpofes than the truths above-mentioned? Surely they fill 
the faint’s breaft with fpiritual vigour, and will raife his heart 
to heavenly joy and heavenly labours! Grant, O God 
through Jefus, thy dear Son, that they may always have this 

effe& upon my heart ! O what a fenfelefs unfeeling heart is 


mine! Soften it by-thy grace, and quicken it by thy power, 


that I may be ftedfaft in all duty, efpecially in all my 
minifterial fervices, amidft all the difficulties under which 
thou knoweft I have to labour. May my mind be kept 
_ fteady in thy work, and never indulge a wandering, loofe 
difpofition! And may I not only be fteady in myfelf, but 
immovable,” whatever befets, whatever oppefes ! Enemies 
I may expect from earth and hell, from profeflors and profane 5 
oppofition from the world, and from my own heart; but 


through thy grace, I will not be moved from the path) of 


duty.— Nor i$ it my duty only to be ftedfaft and immoyee 
able, but to “ abound, yea, always to abound in the work of the 
Lord,” that good, that delightful, that honourable work, to 
which thou haft called me as a chriftian and a minifter; 


and in every ftation, and relation of life! Lord enable me to 


keep this glorious paflage of thy word in view, till I leave this 
finful world. ‘Then fhall I prove, what'I now believe, that 


‘none of my labours for thee, in thy fear, by this thy word, — 


_ through thy fpirit, and to thy glory, fhall be in vain in the 
Lord. Ameén, even fo, Lord Jefus ! 


By thee I live, to thee I vive 
My life, my foul, my ftrength, my all ! 
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EORD’S-DAY MORNING: | 
Jam. jo 22.memew'® But be ye wari of the word, and net hearers 
| onty,”” 

O my God, the fource of all my ftrength, and of all my | 
wifdom; whata high and honourable officg it is to be a mi- | 
nifter of thy word! Not kings are honoured like thofe whom 
thou calleit to this great work,and whom thou enableft to be | 
faithful in it. But how awful alfo is this work! to ftand _ 
between the living God and immortal fouls! Make me, © 
Lord, faithful in it! Enable me toremember the account I 
am to give of my ftewardfhip; and Lord-help me to be 
more faithful, ferious, earneft and humble in it than I ever yet 
have been ! How ready is my foolifh mind to trifle in a work 

fofacredand folemn! May all my converfation and condu& 
give fanction to my minifterial labours! and prove that I 
am really in earneft! and that I heartily believe the truth 
and importance of what I preach! 

The word is preached that it may be received and obferved — 
and practifed! O that it may be according to thy oracles, 
and attended with thy bleffed influences to this end! Lord 
help me to ufe fuitable arguments with my people to be 
doers of thy word! and do thou accompany thofe arguments: 
with thy power and energy! This day be with me,I befeech 
thee, while I am attempting this great work! In thy name 
and ftrength I would apply to my people’s confciences, and 

as in thy iight, would enguire of them, concerning moft of 
the chief and more important parts of practical religion, are ~ 

e doers of the word or only hearers? ‘This | would do, after — 
Thiveduplained to them what it is to bea mere hearer of the 
word, and what to be adoer of it. I would fet before them 
the arguments which I think may moft effectually, under thy 
blefiing, move them to it.—I would tell them of the authority 
and giory of that God whofe word it is—how they are fae. 
voured and honoured by having the opportunity of hearing 

it—the account they are to give to God, of fo great a’privis ~ 

lege and honour ;—that they {hall be judged by the word ;— 
the wretched condition of fuch as hear it and do it not; worfe 

than that of Sodom and Gomorrah.—The happinefs of thofe 
that hear the wod; our Lord fays, “ blefled are they!” 
: blefled in their fouls here, and in glory hereafter, I would 
give them directions herein ; to watch, to pray ; to confider 

_ when they come to hear, that they are coming to hear what 
they muit be judged by and for at the latt day '!—that they 
beware of the world and of.carnal profeflors, —-that they pray 
for power, &c, Lord give me wifdom, courage and fuccefs ! 


. 


if 


4 
| -CORK 
> 
| ai: 


| 459 
CORRESPON DENCE. 


To the Editor of the General Bapti if 


SIR, 


The following | s extracted from Newton’s Differtations on 
the Prophecies ; and founded on Deut. xviii. 15, 18, 19.) 
If you, Sir, ihall think proper to give it a place in the 
General Baptitt Magazine, I fhall be thankful, and more 
efpecially as ‘1 hope it may be a means of fixing fome poor 


wavering g foul more firmly on Chrift, the rock “of ages. 


S. 


oe 


APFTER the learned bifhop has opened his way to biz 


main work, by fhewing that neither Jofiua, who immediately 


fucceeded Mote nor any of the ancient prophets, could be 


“the prophet like unto Mofes,’’ {fpecified in the text, but 


that it mult be the Lord Chrit and no other, he 


proceeds thus. | 

"We fhall be more and more confirmed in this opinion, 
when we confider the great and ftriking likenefs between 
Mofes and Jefus Chrift, and that the latter refembled the 
former in more refpeéts than any other perfon ewer did. 
Notice hath been taken already of fome inftances, wherein 
they refemble each other, of God {peaking to both face te 
face, of both performing figns and wonders, of both being 
law-givers: and ia thefe refpe&ts none of the ancient prophets 
were like unto Mofes. None of them were law-givers ; they 
only interpreted and enforced the law of Mofes. None of 
them performed fo many and fo great wonders. - None of 
them had fuch clear communications with God; they all faw 
vifions, and dreamed dreams. Mofes and Jefus Chrift are 
the only two, who perfectly refemble each other in thefe ref- 


pects. Buta more exa& and particular comparifon may be . 


drawn between them, and hath been drawn by two eminent 
hands, by one of the beft and ableft of the ancient fathers, and 
by one of the moft learned and ingenious of modern divines: 
and as we cannot pretend to add any thing to them, we mutt 
be content to copy from them. 
-Eufebius, treating of the prophecies concerning Chrift, 
produceth, firft, this of Mofes ; and then afketh, which of the 
prophets after Motes, lfaiah for inftance, or Jeremiah, or 
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Ezekiel, or Daniel, or any other of the twelve, was a law. _ 
giver, and performed things like unto Mofes? Mofes firt 
-yefcued the Jewiih nation from Egyptian fuperftition and | 
idolatry, and taught them the true theology; Jefus Chrift | 
in like manner was the firft teacher of true religion and~ 
virtue to the Gentiles. Mofes confirmed his’ religion 
miracles ; and fo likewife did Chrift. Mofes delivered the 
Jewith nation from Egyptian fervitude; and Jefus Chrift 
all mankind from the power of evi] demons. Mofes promifed | 
a holy land, and therein a happy life to thofe who kept the 
Taw ; and Jefus Chrift a better country, that is a heavenly, 
to ail righteous fouls. Mofes fafted forty days; and fo like- | 
wife did Chrift. Mofes fupplied the people with bread ia the | 
wildernefs ; and our Saviour fed five thoufand at one time, © 
and four thoufand at another, with afew loaves. Mofes went 
himfelf, and led the people throuvh the mid{t of the fea; and 
Jefus' Chrift walked on the fea, and enabled Peter to walk 
likewife. Mofes itretched out his hand over the fea, and the | 
Lord caufed the fea to go backward ; and our Saviour rebuked — 
the wind and the fea, and there was a great calm. Mofes’s 
face fhone, when he defcended from the mount; and our 
Saviour’s did fhine as the fun in his transfiguration. Mofes, — 
by me corti cured Miriam of her Jeprofy ; and Chrift with 
‘greater power by a word healed feveral lepers. Mofes per- | 
formed wonders by the finger of God; and Jefus Chriit by 
the finger of God did caft out devils. Mofes changed 
Ofhea’s name to Jofhua; and our Saviour did Simon’s to 
Peter. * Mofes conftituted feventy rulers over the people; 
and our Saviour. appointed feventy difciples. Mofes fent 
forth twelve men to fpy out the land; and our Saviour 
twelve apofties to vifit all nations. Mofes gave feveral ex- 
cellent moral precepts ; and our Saviour carried them to the © 

Dr.| Jortin hath enlarged upon thefe hints of Eufebius, 
and made -feveral improvements, and additions to them. 
Mofes| in his infancy was wonderfully preferved from the 
deftruGtion of all the male children ; fo was Chrift. Mofcs 
fled from his country to efcape the hands of the king; fo did ' 
Chrift, when his parents carried him into Egypt. Atterwards 
the Lord faid to Motes in Midian, Go, return into Egypt, 
for all the men are dead,which fought thy life. Exod. iv. 19. 
So the angel of the Lord faid to Jofeph in almoft the fame 
words,—Arife, and take the young child, and go into the land 
of Ifra¢l; for they are dead which fought the young child’s 
life. Matt, ii. 20; pointing him out as it were for that 
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prophet who fhould arife like unto Mofes. Mofes refufed to 
be called the fon of Pharaoh’s daughter, choofing rather to 


Chrift refufed to be made king, choofing | 
fuffer affliction. Mofes, fuys St. Stephen, was 
i all the wifdom of the Egyptians, and Jolephus lays 
Was avery forward and accomplifhed youth, and had 


~wifdom and kuowiledge beyond his years 5 St. Luke obferves 


of Chriit, that he increafed betimes in wifdom and fiature, 


and in fz 


tvour with God and man, and his difcourfes in the 


temple with the doctors, when he was twelve years old, were 


were for 
was afiitt 
acknowle 
giver, a] 


of it. Mofes contended with the magicians, who 
ced to acknowledge the divine power by which he 
ed; Chriit ejecte d evil fpirits, and received the {ame 
Joments from them, Mofes was not only a law- 
prophet, and a worker of miracles, but a king and a 


prieit. in all thefe ofices the refemblance between Mofes 
and Chrift was fingular. Mofes brought darknefs over the 
land ; the fun withdrew his light at Chrilt’s crucifixion: 
and as the darknefs which was foread over EKvypt was fol- 
lowed by the deftruction of their firft-born, and of Pharaoh 
and his hott ; fo the darknefs at Chrift’s death was the fore- 
runner of the deftru@tion of the Jews. Mofes foretold the 
calainities which would befall the nation for their difobe-— 
diencs, fo did Chri. The fpirit which was in Mofes was 


‘cont f.rred in fome degree upon the feventy elders, and they 


propheued Chrift conferred miraculous powers upon his 
feventy difci iples. Mofes was victorious over powerful 
kings and great nations ; fo was Chrift by the effects of his 
religion, and by the fall of thofe that perfecuted his church. 
Mofes conquered Amalec, by holding up both his hands ; 
Chrift overcame both his and our enemies when his hands 
were fa{tened to the crofs. Mofes interceded for tranfgreflors, 
and cauf-d an atonement to be made for them, and “ftopped 
the wrath of God; fo did Chrift Mofes ratified a covenant 
between God and the people by fprinkling them with blood ; 
Chritt with his own blood. Mofes delired to die for the 
people, and prayed that God would forgive them, or blot 
him out of his book; Chrift did more, he died for finners. 
Mofes inftituted the paflover when a lamb was facrificed, none - 
of whofe bones were to be broken, and whofe blood protected 
the people from deftru€tion ; Chrift was that pafchal Lamb. 
Motes lifted up the ferpent, that they who looked upon him 
might | 
ferpent 


All 


‘be healed of their mortal wounds ; was hati. , 
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All Mofes’s affection towards the people, all his cares and | 
toils on their account were repaid by them with ingratitude, 


murmuring, and rebellion ; the fame returns the Jews rie 


. to Chrift ‘fo all his benefits. Mofes was il ufed by his 
own family, is brother and filter rebelled acainit him ; 3 there 
was atime when Chrift’s own brethren believed not in him. 
Motes had a very wicked and perverfe generation committed 
to his care and conduct, and to enable him to rule them, 
miraculous powers were given to him, and he ufed his ut- 
moft endeavour to make the people obedient to God, and to 
fave them on ruin, but in vain; inthe fpace of for ty years 
they all fell i be the wilderncfs, except two: Chrift alfo was 
iven toa-ge 
Frudtions and his miracles were loft upon them, and in 


about the fame fpace of time after they had reje@ted him, they : 


were deftroyed. Mofes was very meck above all n.en that 
‘were on the a of the earth; fo was Chrift. The people 
could not enter into the land of promife till Mofes was dead ; 
by the death of Chrift the kingdom of heaven was open to 
believers. Inthe death of Mofes and Chrift there is alfoa 
reiemblance of fome circumitances: Moles died in one fenfe 
for the iniquities of the people ; it was their rebellion which 
was the occafion of it, which drew down the difpleafure of | 
God upon them and upon him. Mofes went up.in the fight 
of the phonlel to the top of Mount Nebo, and there he died, 
when he~was in veifett vigour, when his eye was not dim, 
mor his natural force abated: Chrift fuftered for the fins of 
‘men, and was led up, in the prefence of the people to Mount 


Calvary, fits he died in the Hower of his age, when he 


was in his full natural ftrength, , 

Neither M:.es nor Chrift, as far as we may colledt from 
facred hiftory, were ever fick, or felt any bodily decay or in- 
firmity, whidh would have Seuidcied them unfit for the toils 
they underwent ; their. fufferings were of another kind. 


Mofes was buried, and no man knew where his body Jay 5. 


nor could the Jews find the body of Chrift. Laftly, as Mofes 
a little before his death promifed another prophet, fo Chrift 
another comforter. 

- The great fimilitude confifts in their both is law- 
GiVCIS, which no prophet ever was but Mofes and Chrift. 
They may refemble each other in feveral other features, and 
a fruitful imagination may find out a likenefs where there is 
none. But,as the faine excellent wiiter concludes, “ Is this 
 fimilitude and correfpondence in fo many things: between 


«® Mofes and Chriit the effect of mere chance ? Let us fearch | 


all 


neration not lefs wicked and perveife, his in- 
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© all the records of univerfal hiftory, and fee if we can find - 
““ aman who was fo like to Mojes as Chrift was, and fo like to 
*¢ Cariitt as Mofes was. If we cannot find fuch a one, then 

“have we found him of whom Mofes in the law and the pros 
** phets did write, Jefus of Nazareth, the Son of God.” 


HEAVENLY PATHS- 


From an anonymous Author in 1664. 


THE PRINCIPLES REQUISITE FOR SECURING 
ETERNAL SALVATION. 


. BE firmly perfuaded that there is a great and glorious 
God ; and that Jefus Chrift is the only begotten Son of God, 
and the alone Saviour of finful men ; that the Bible is the 
true word of God; that there is a heaven anda hell ; and 
that you have within you a precious and immortal foul, 
which muit be fixed by the judgment of God either in one 
or the other, there to abide through all eternity. 

2. Affure yourfelf that the lait fentence will be patt upon 
you, according as your works have been good or bad in this 
life ; that it is very difficult to get to heaven; but that the 
way to hell is broad and eafy. Ever remember that you have 
a deceitful heart within you, a wicked devil nigh you, and 
a thoufand fnares and hindrances, which befet you on every 
fide. Therefore fay, ‘¢ My time is fhort, my work is great, 
and my ftrength is {mall.” 

3e Confider that the glories of heaven are worth all your 
care and pains; that hell is fo dreadful, as makes it moft 
reafonable to fiy from it with all diligence, earneftnefs, 
and {peed ; ; and that you had better never have been born, 
than die in your fins, and perifh eternally. ‘Think what a 
direful fhriek your foul will give, if it goes out of your body 
into inextinguifhable burning ; and that all the troubles of 
this wor!d cannot make a man miferable, who is going to 
heaven in ways of righteoufnefs. How fweet will it be, to 
enter into a glorious palace, out of a defpicable cottage ! Out 
of a fea of dangers and forrows, into a haven of peace, reff, 
and plenty ! All the riches, honours, and pleafures here, 
cannot make a man happy that is going to hell. How ter- 


rible 
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rible will hell be to them that have fpent their days, ; in pleas 
fure' Not merely to change a palace for a dark, filent grave, 
delicate ornaments lor: worms and rottennefs! but have. 
{weet finging turned i:to bitter howlings ! Stately rooms, 

leafant walks, rich attire, and delicious fare, into chains of | 
darknefs, and burning lakes of fire and brimfione. 
Serioufly think with thyfelf, 1 may yet reach heaven, 
- and avoid the fearful plagues and tormenis of hell. If | get 
to glory, what a God thall I en‘oy forever and ever! It I 
fhould go to hell at lait, can I bear up under the weight of — 
divine vengeance ? Well, —there is yet hope. The heart of 
God, the door of grace, and the gate of heaven, are yet open. 
How would the damned in hell give thoufands of worlds, if 
they had them to give, for my opportunity ! Heaven, grace, 
and Chriit are offered, and dare | rc fufe all? Can I venture 
the everla:. ing deitruction of:foul and body ? If I thould mifs’ 
of glory, my damnation will lie at my own door. God 
can clear himfelf of my blood. His offers of grace are free 
and frequent, fincere and earneit. And fhall I murder my 
own foul ? If fo, it may be written over my grave,—“ Here 
lies one that dettroyed himfelf ; that would go to hell, even in 
the midt of mercies judgments, and warnings.” 

+ Solemnly debate the matter with thyfelf, and ay, 
«¢ What is there in fin, that I am fo fond of it? Can I dig 
‘the pearl of happinefs out of this dunghill-world ? Cans 

rocure the houfes, lands, honours, or friends I aim at? And 
if I fhould get them, what are they r—Is it not my greateft 
wifdom, to, be wife unto falvation And my work, to 
work out my falvation with fear and trembling * 

6. Search and try your heart, wicther you are in the Aa 
faith; and carefully examine, ‘ Have I the love that is 
. fincere? The faith that is foul-faving, fin killing, and life- 
reiorming ? Are my heart and face really fet toward the 
heavenly Zion? Have I, in the glafs of the divine law, 
-feen my fins odious, defiling, and damning ; and in the 
blood of Chrift, exceeding tinful beyond. expreffion ? Dol | 
fee in Jefus Chrift a beauty and excellency, a fulnefs and > 
-all-fufhciency? Is he the chicf among ten thoufand ; yea, 
altogether lovely in my efteem ? Would I willingly give 
thoufands of gold, ifit were in my power, for an intereft in — 
—Chrift’s bibod ; that cleanfing, healing, peace-{peaking 
blood ? Are all things to me but aun that I may win 
Chri, and pe found inhim?” 


9. Be 


| 
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”. Be perfuaded that there is no other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby you muft be faved, but Jefus 
Chrift ; and that all grace and mercy for this life, and that — 
to come, muft flow to you in the channel of his blood. 
Acknowledge—‘** By fin I have almoft fhut heaven’s gate, 
and hardened God’s heart againft me. I have expofed myfelf — 
to all the wrath of God, to all the curfes in the bible, and 
to all the torments of hell. Could I bring, not only m 
‘own, but the importunities of all my friends, and with Airs. 
all the ftrength of angels, and all the riches of the world, 
it would be as nothing to make up this awful breach. Chritt 
alone can doit. He came to feek and to fave that which 
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was loft. He is notonly able, but willing and ready tofave 


them to the uttermoft, that come unto God by him. What 
_ made him leave his Father’s bofom, and put off his majeftic 
_ robes of glory, but love to perifhing fouls? What made him _ 

drink the bitter cup of his Father’s wrath, but this love? 
Was not this the defign of his loud calls, his rich offers? 

Did he not for this wait and fend; even wait when rejected, 
fiand and knock, and wait long? ‘love to fouls made him 
give his body to be broken, and fubmit it to the greatelt 
torture.” | 


THE TEMPER REQUISITE FOR SECURING 


ETERNAL SALVATION, 
I. Come, as loft and undone, hopelefs and helplefs, an 
all-fufficient and merciful Saviour. Cry out, as one finking | 
amidit waves and tempetts, ** Lord, fave me, or I perifh.” — 
View his hands and feet, and fide, and fay as Thomas, ¢ My | 
Lord, and my God; my Chrift and my Saviour!” And 
with Peter plead: Lord, whom fhall go? Thou haft 
the words of eternal life.” Thou canft help me out of the 
deep mire of my fins, and over the fiery gulph of divine 
wrath, and eanft bring me into the bleffed prefence, and | 
kindeft embraces of the God of glory. I firetch out the 
weak arm of my faith to thee; O firetch out the ftrong arm 
of thy power and mercy, and come and fave me‘” 
2. Come, as an humble and penitent finner, to an offended 
Majetty. Come trembling, with tears in your eyes, and 
deep forrow in your heart. Come, as one vile in the 
fight of God, of angels and faints, and efpecially i in your own. 
fic ght. Like the publican, not wie to liftup fo much as 
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| | 

| - | | 
your eyes to heaven, {mite upon your breaft, faying, «Gog | 
be merciful to me afinner!”” As the centurion, “ Lord, § 


am not worthy thou fhouldft come under my roof.” QO; 


as the prodigal, ‘ I have finned againft heaven, and am not | 


worthy to be thy fervant. Yet there is mercy enough in thy 


Father's heart, and in thy merits. By fin I have, as it were, 


often fetched blood afrefh from thy wounds, though it ran 


from thence fo frecly for my fake ; but now a fight of thee 


breaks my heart, and fills me with godly forrow.” 
,3, Come, as a polluted creature, to a cleanfing fountain 


of grace, Humbly confefs,“ Not Lazarus with his fores, 


- mor Job with his boils, fitting in the athes, were fo filthy and © 


abominable in the eye of man, as I am, through the plagues 


_ of my heart and life, in the fight of a pure and holy God. 


This filthinefs of fin attends me wherever I go. How does 
it cleave to every duty, and every enjovment! Unclean! 
unclean! Lord, cleanfe and purify me in thy blood.” — 

4. Come, as an enflaved creature, to. a mighty Redeemer. 
Complain of the cruel tyranny of fin and Satan; and fay, 


- ** Lord, thou haft paid a fufficient price. Thou haft re- 


deemed me by thy blood, more precious than ten thoufand : 


Knock off thefe iron fetters. Refcue me out of 


_ this hellith dungeon of fin. J have ‘no command of head, 


or heart, or tongue. How do lufts prevail! How am I 
faftened to the earth by a carnal heart! If thou, Lord, 
wilt make me free, I fhall be free indeed.” 


5. Come, as a difeafed foul, to Chrift the Phyfician of © 


value. Cry out, “Othe plague of a hard heart! O the 
agonies of a wounded confcience ! Lord, here I am, fainting 
and perifhing. O for a drop of thy blood! That reviving 


cordial ! That fovercign balm! Thefe many years, yea all 


my life, have I had the bloody iffue of fin: If I may but 


‘touch the hem of thy garment, I fhall be made whole.” 
6. Come, weary and heavy laden under the burthen of | 


your fins, that Chrift may give reft to your foul. Does not — 


Paul, after complaining under the preffures of fin, triumph — 
in Chrift ? So may you alfo, if thofe fins whieh were once © 


dear to you, are now intolerably odious. 
7. Cometo Chrift, as the poor come to the rich, for alms. 


Come ftript of your felf-efteem, not trufling in your own | 


righteoufnefs, but confefling your fpiritual poverty. Tel . | 
the Lord, ‘* Never did a poorer wretch come to thee for — 
mercy, and grace. Lord, if I perifh, it fhall be at thy feet. 


J will not be thruf} away from thy doer. I want faith, 
-patience, 
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patience, love. © let thy Spirit open thy promifes, ind pour 
their heavenly treafure into my bofom \” _ 

Come to Chrift, hungering and thirfting for fpiritual 
refrefhments. Cry tohim, “ Bread, bread; Lead give me 
heavenly food! Let me feed of the “crumbs that fall from 
thy table !_ Let me drink of the water of life which thou haft 
togive! 4 crumb, a drop wll bea refrething cordial, a featt 
of tar things, of wine on the lees well refined.” 

g omc, fenlible of your ignorance, to Chrift for divine 
teaching. Say, ‘* Lord, thou muft teach me, or I fhall never’ 
fearon, Fam ‘dull ot underftanding, but thou teacheft thy 
prople to profit. Lord, that | may receive my fpiritual 
fight! Lam come to be thy difciple, to fit at thy feet. O 
give me the teachings of thy word and fpirit!” 

-o Come, weak and infufficient, to Chrift as the Captain 
of our falvation Plead with him, ‘* Lord, thou muft teach 

_my "4inds to war, and my fingers to fight, and fight my battles 
for me, or I ihall fall before my fpiritual enemies. As David 
againit the lion, the bear, and the Philiftine, fo in thy 
{trength w ill 4 go forth againft and temptations, 
aga’n principalities, and powers.” 

11. Come to Uhrift your advocate, as a condemned cri- 
| minal. Your crimes are ageravated, Your accufers are 
many and politic, active and cruel. The law pronounces 

you accurfed. “Your fovereign Judge is highly incenfed. But 

Jefus has undertook for fuch as you. Intreat him, “ Lord, 
itand between he juttice of God, and my perifhin foul.” 
Come to your Lord and Mafter Chritt as a 
loyal fubje-t and willing fervant. Come, and obey, honour 
and love him, even to death. Tell him, “ Lord, here is my ~ 
head to know thee, my heart to love thee, my tongue to praife — 
thee, my ears to hear thy voice, my hands and feet to execute 
thy will. What wilt thou have me to do? Other lords 
befides thee have had dominion over me, but thou only art 
my Prince and Saviour. I diflike none of thy commands; | 
nei I grieve that I do not more fervently love thee, more 
cheartlly obey thee.’’ 

ey . Come, as a worthlefs bride, to Chrift your honourable 
: -and glorious head and hufband. Come to him, beth for 

your wedding. garment, and matchlefs portion. Say to him, 

«© Lord, I am vilely defcended ; by fin a child of Satan, but 

thou art the Lord from heaven. O ennoble me by 'thy grace t 

_ Filthy and deformed as fin hath made me, O cover me with 

thy f potlefs robes, that my fhame may not appear!” | 
To be continued, 
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PHILOSOPHICAL EXTRACTS FROM NATURE ‘DES 


Vol. I. p. 103. On Bers. 


( Continued page "73. 


Count. | geritlctnen, we are now to take a 


furvey of the two great manufactures of wax and honey. 

Chev. As you have viewed them both, Doétor, pray inform 
me, in the Frft place, what this wax is. 

Prior.| The bees have two forts ; one coarfe, and the other 
fine. The * firftis of a blackifh caft, and more like glew, 
or thick pitch, than any thing elfe: the other is a kind of 
fine rofin, of an odoriferous {mell. This laft they find about 
the numberlefs little grains which we fee on the chives that 
arife from the bottom of flowers. As to their glew, it is 
without difpute the gum of fome plants ; but where it 1s. they 
find it, | cannot abfolutely determine. __ 

Chev. ‘To what ufe dothey employ this glew? | 

Prier. When they have found a hive, or fome other com- 
modious retreat, their firft care and concern is to {top up, with 
this glew, all the cracks and crannies, wherever they find them; 
and to amend fuch places as want the leaft reparations, in 
order to exclude the winds, and all infects that might other- 
wife incommode them. 

Count. 1 will give you an inftance of this, within my own 
obfervation. Some few days ago, a {nail made bold to fteal 
into my glafs-hive. There was no private door for him to 
creep in at: however, he ventures togoin. ‘The porters 
at the lodge gave him but a very fcurvy reception: their 
firft falutations with their {tings made him begin to mend his 
pace ; but the fenfelefs creature, inftead of making a retreat, 
é marched forwards into the very middle of the hive: whereupon 


a whole band of them fet upon him at once, and killed him 4 


upon the fpot. Their greate{t concern was, afterwards, how 
to get rid of the carcafe. A ccuncil was immediately con- 
-vened upon that occafion. 


Chev. And Ido not queftion but your lordthip underftood 
all their debates. 


Count. From firft to laft, Sir.’ The politicians 
amongft them argued thus : ‘fhould we to remove the 


carcale 
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carcafe by dint of ftrength, the attempt would be vain and 
fruitlefs: the mafs is too cumberous a load: befides, the 
body is fixed to the floor of the hive by it’s own glutinous 
matter. On the other hand, to leave it where it is would be 
very incommodious, becaufe it would be apt to putrify, and 
prove a delicious morfel for the worms ; and thefe worms, 
after they have regaled upon the fnail, will moft aifuredly crawl 
up to the comb, and make havoc of our young bees. The 
inconvenience they laboured under was apparent; and fome 
expedient muft immediately be found out to prevent it. You 
‘can hardly guefs what ftratagems they made ufe of to accom- 
-plifh theirdefigns. Pray, my dear Chevalier, give me your 
opinion on their dexterity and addrefs. What meafures, 
_ think you, were to be taken on this important occafion? 
_ Chev, Your lordfhip bears too hard upon me, in ftartin 


fo unexpected a queition. By the fequel of the ftory, it will 


2ppear, perhaps, that the bees had more prefence of-mind 
than myfelf. But pray, my Lord, how did they conduét 


themfelves ? 


_ Count. They covered the fnail all over with this glew, and 
plaiftered it fo thick, that no air could touch it. By this de-. 


vice no infect could poffibly lay her eggs in it, nor could 
any difagreeable {teams perfpire through the incruftation, 


whenever the carcafe fhould turn to putrefaction. © 


~ Chev. Will your lordfhip oblige me witha fight of the 


{nail’s tomb? 


Count. Whenever you. will.. It wants nothing but 


epitaph. | 
Chev. When the infide of the hive is well pitched, and 


the bees fufficiently fheltered, how do they range their little | 


apartments ? | 
— Prior. The foundation of the fabric is laid on the top of 


the hive ; there they makea bed of glew, to which they faitert. 


the firft chambers of their combs, which they Carry on by pro- 


ceeding downwards, and enlarging them, find there 


is no room left. The honey-combs are divided into three 
- cantons, or diftri€ts ; one, where theybring up their young 5 


another, where they depotit their wax for their future ufe, as 
ey trealure up 


occafion fhall require; and the third, where th 
their winter-{tores. 


As to the rearing of their young, I have nothing particular 
to obferve on that topic, iince they purfue much the fame 


method as the wafps do. When the worm has burft it’s fhell, 


the dam fupplies’it from time to time with honey. At the 


£*Piration of about ten or twelve days, when it is fatiated, 


an 
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an old bee comes and clofes up it’s lodge with wax. The 
worm, in this retreat, is transformed to a nymph, and the 
nymph toa bee. After about fifteen days repofe, the young 
bee breaks down her waxen enclofure; and after fhe has 
dried her wings, takes her flight into the fields, robs every 
flower of it’s hoarded {weets, and knows, without initruction, 
every circumftance of her future deportment. 
_ As to the ftructure of the wax, 1 fhall refer you to his 
- Jordfhip, who has been more curious in his obfervations there- 
upon than ever I was. 
Count. This particular, I confefs, has, been one of my 
favourite amufements. The wx, in one fenfe, is as neceflary 
provilion for them as the honey itfelf. With this they 
build their cells, and not only clofe the apartments of their 
nymphs with it, but thofe too wherein their honey is treafured 
up. When any cafualties happen, any reparations are to be 
made, or the fpecies multiply too faft, they have immediate 
recourfe to their wax ; and for that purpofe, they take care 
to have a ¢onfiderable ftock of it always in referve. They 
fearch for it upon all kinds of trees and plants, but particu- | 


— farly the rocket, the fingle poppy, and, in fhort, on all forts 


of flowers in general. ‘They collect it in their hair, with 
which their whole bodies are plentifully covered over. It 
is fomething very agreeable to fee them roll in the vellow duft 
_ that falls from the chives to the bottom of the flowers, and then | 
-yeturn invefted with thofe very grains. Their beft method, 
however, of collecting this wax, efpecially when there is no 
great quantity of it to be found, is to carry away all the little 
particles of it with their jaws and fore-feet; to prefs them 
hard, and form them into little balls, and then flide them 
one after another, with their middle feet, into a eavity or 
bottom in their hind feet. ‘This cavity, like a fpoon, receives 

the wax; and the hair with which their feet are covered | 
ferves to keep their burden fteady, and fecure it till they get 
home. They are fometimes incommoded in this work by 
the agitation of the air, the delicate contexture of the flowers, 
which bend under them, and hinder them from packing up this 
booty. In this cafe, they alight on fome folid body, where 

they fqueeze the wax into a mafs, and wind it round their , 
feet, return to the flowers time after time for frefh fupplies, _ 
and when they have furnifhed themfelves with a fufficient 
load, make all the hafte they can to their refpective_apart- 
ments. Though two men could not colleét fo much as two 
little balls of wax in a whole day, yet a bee will amafs that 
quantity, and carry ithome in one journey, Such as’ aa 
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the wax from flowers have proper affiftance ; for there are at- 
tendants ready at the hive-door, on purpofe to eafe them of 
their loads, as foon as they arrive; to brufh their feet, and 
fhake the balls out of them. Whereupon the former repair 
to the field again, in order to collect new ftores; whilft thofe 
who helped them to unload, convey their charge into the 
general magazine. Ihave. obferved, however, that fome bees, 
upon bringing their burden home, have conveyed it to one 
of their apartments, and there unloaded it themfelves, laying 
hold of it with their hind-feet, and with their middle-feee 
fliding it out of the cavity wherein it was contained. This, 
indeed, was peereney a work of fupererogation, and what 
not one of them is under any obligation to perform. ‘Thefe 
little balls lie fome few moments in the cell, till fome new- 
commiffioned officers come in to knead this wax, and fpread 
it out with their fect, into different lays, heaped one upon 
another. ‘Thisis the unpolifhed wax, which we may eafily 
perceive to be the produce of divers flowers, by the variety 
of colours that are vilible in every lay. Afterwards, when 
they come to manufacture it, they knead it over again, purify 
and blanch it, and make it all of a colour. are very 
frugal in the ufe of this wax. One may eafily obferve, that 
the whole clan is infpired with uncommon prudence, and that 
each member is under the ftricteft regulation, ‘They are al- 
lowed every thing that is neceflary, but nothing that is fuper- 
fluous; not the leaft grain of wax is thrown alide or neglected, 
If they happen to make any wafte, they are frequently em- 
ployed in fearching out for more, even when they want to 
Jay up their provilion of honey. For inftance, when the 
open thefe cells where their honey is depofited, they take the 
wax with which thofe holes Were ftopt up, and carry it into 
the magazine. I will give you one inftance more of their 
good ceconomy: when a young bee has difengaged itfelf from 
it’s confinement, by breaking down the waxen partition which 
enclofed it, two old bees immediately come to the place, carry 
away all the remains, repair the lodge of the cell ina fube 
ftantial | manner, and convey into their refervoir all the little 
_ particles of wax that lie fcattered round about it. “Thus, you 
fee, Sir, there is nothing 
Countefs. This oeconomy of their’s is much of a piece, I 
-prefume, with your lordfhip’s account of the debates con- 
cerning the fnail. All the ingenuity that I fo much admire 
in theic proceeding, Hows only, I fancy, from 1 
Count, 
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Count. I, have often, when I have been in the‘humove, 
« fupplied them with fuch a train of reafoning: the fame 
Divine Wifdom that gave thefe animals their exiftence, 
has in reality enabled them to act with as much confiftence 
for their welfare and prefervation, as if they were rational 
_ beings. And as totheir good conduct and ceconomy, you 

yourlelf, Sir, may be an eye-witnefs of it, whenever you 


think convenient. | 

Chev. ibe my Lord, as to the honey. Will you 
be fo good as to tell me what it is, and in what manner it 
Count. ‘The antients were of opinion, that honey was an 
efflux of air, a dew that fell upon the flowers, as if by 
appointment of Providence it was to defcend upon nothing 
elfe. However, the moderns have difcovered, that dews and 
‘Fains are of a quite different nature ; that they wafh the honey 
away, andjhinder the bees from finding it. Honey is rather 
a perfpiration of the fineft particles of the fap in plants, which 
evaporate through the pores, and afterwards condenfe on the 
- flowers; and as thefe pores are more open when the fun 
fhines warm, than at other times, fo the flowers are never 
more replenifhed with a vifcous and vermilion juice, neither 
are the bees ever more gay and fprightly, than when the fun 
fhines in it’s meridian luftre. Moreover, I conclude that 
the feafon has proved propitious; becaufe violent rains either 
carry away the beft falts from the foil, or dilute it’s pureft 
juices ; as, on the other hand, a long tedious dry feafon hinders 
thofe juices from flowing into the plant. | / 

Chev. Since we know what honey is, methinks we might 
colleét it from the flowers ourfelves. 7 

Count. Doubtlefs the thing is practicable enough, if you 
have but a trunk, or inftrument proper for the purpofe. “Try 
and make one; you know I fhewed you a couple yef- 
— Chev. 1am convinced of the folly of my refleCtion, and 
juftly deferve to be rallied for it. tvery one fhould act in. 

their own fphere. It is my province, for inftance, to cat the 
honey, and that of the bees to make it. But pray, Sir, de 
they actually make the honey, or dothey only extract it from 
the flowers, and fo convey ft home ? 5 oa 

Prior.| Your queftion is very pertinent, and deferves an 
anfwer. |For my part, | am of dpinion, that the bees make no 
manner of alteration in the honey, but collect this delicious 
fyrup juft as nature has produced it; firft All their bags, and — 
then difcharge it into the magazine 
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_ Count. | agree with you in that particular, and never ob= 
ferved that they were able, notwithftanding Virgil maintains 
the contrary, to give that honey which is too liquid a confift- 
ence. It may poilibly be true; but all that I could ever learn 
with refpect to honey, amounts to no more than this, that 
the bee extracts it with it’s trunk, and difcharges it when he 
arrives at that part of the comb, which is referved for that 
particular purpofe: and when all the cells are full, and fome 
of them are clofed up with wax, as a referve for winter*and — 
the others are left open, that each member of the community 
may refort thither at pleafure, and take a modeft refrefh- 

Chev. The bees, to our fhame be it fpoken, are much more 
temperaie and regularthanweare. 

Prior. A hive is a {chool, to which many of the human 
fpecies ought to be fent. Prudence, induftry, love of our 
neighbour, Zeal for the public good, ceconomy, neatnefs, tem- 
_ perance, and, in fhort, all the virtues are confpicuous in the 

bees ; or, to fpeak more properly, they read us lectures on 
thofe moral fubjects, | 

Count. What charms me molt is, to fee thefe little animals 
influenced by that focial {pirit which forms them into a bod 
politic, ftrictly united, and pron happy. They all toil 
for the public good. They are‘all obedient and fubmiffive to the 
laws and orders of the community. ‘They have no finifter 
views, no diftinctions, but thofe which nature, or the emer- 
gencies of their little ftate, have introduced amongit them : 
we never find them reftlefs and uneafy ; inclinable to abandon 
their hives, to take diftafte at being flaves, and in a neceffitous 
condition. ‘They imagine themfelves in a ftate of perfect 
freedom,_pofleffed of all the enjoyments of life ; and in reality 
they are fo. They are free, becaufe they have no dependence 
but on their laws. They are happy, becaufe the concurrence 
of their joint endeavours produces an affluence, which confti- 
tutes the riches of each individual. If we compare human 


focieties with this, we fhall find them all appear entirely mons . . 


ftrous. Neceflity, reafon, and philofophy, have formed them 
under the laudable pretence of doing mutual good offices. 
But a fpirit of felf-intereft dettroys ali; and one half of man- 
kind leave the other indigent and naked, that they may indulge 
themfelves in all fenfual enjoyments. 

Prior. As long as men are not influenced by the fpirit of 
God, they are doubtlefs of all animals the moft degenerate and 
corrupt. 
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Count. I cannot tell how to exprefs my concern and refent- 
ment, when I fee how fhamefully our fpecies degrade them- 
felves|by that inordinate ambition, in particular, of aggran. 
dizing themfelves, and living in affluence and eafe, without 
fhewing the leaft compaflionate regard for the neceffities of 
their |/fellow-creatures. Here let us clofe this fhocking 
fcene; and though we find an abfolute condemnation of our 
manners by the conduct of thefe little animals, who live in fuch 
uninterrupted peace and unity, yet let us proceed in our en- 
quiries after them. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Lo the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 
bi Nottingham, Nov. 12, 1799. 

Dear Sir; | 

If you judge the fubfequent account admiffible as an article 


of Religious Intelligence for your monthy traveller, 
it is at your fervice. be 


{N the courfe of the prefent fummer the church of General 

Baptifts in Nottingham have erected a_ plain neat 
meeting=houfe ; the fize of which is fifteen yards fquare 
within, witha gallery fix feats deep in front, and five feats 
deep on each fide. ‘This building; with the ground on which : 
it is ereéted, will be an expence, we fuppofe, of not lefs 
than 13001.—Several hundred pounds have been already 
raifed by the congregation towards defraying the above ex-. 
pence, and we have received from fome of our brethren con- 
nected with us extraordinary proofs of their generous 
liberality. May God reward them an hundred fold in this 
world, and in the world to come may life everlafting be their. 
poition! Laft Lord’s-day it was firit opened for the worfhip. 
of Almighty God, and was crowded with hearers the three 
opportunities. Brother Pollard, paftor of the Baptift church — 
at| Loughborough, &c. preached at half. paft ten in the 
morning from I Kings ix. 3. ‘And the Lord faid a 
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him, I have heard thy prayer and thy fupplication, that thou 
haft made before me: I have hallowed this houfe, which thou 
haft built, to put my name there for ever ; and mine eyes 
- and mine heart fhall-be there perpetually.”” And in the af- 
ternoon from Haggai 11. 7. latter part. ‘ And I will hil this 
houfe with glory, faith the Lord of hofts.” | 
Brother Felkin, minifter of the Baptift church at [lkiftone, 
&c. preached in the evening, from Pfalm ]xxxix. 15, 16. 
«“ Bleffzd is the people that know the joyful found : they thall 
walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. In thy 
name fhall they rejoice all the day, and in thy righteoufnefs 
_fhall they be exalted.” - 
When I inform you, Sir, that they were all excellent dif 
courfes you will not be furprifed, from the knowledge you 
have of our brethren engaged. And the pleafing occafion 
infpiring al] our hearts with love, and joy, and gratitude to 
God for his almoft unparalleled goodnefs towards us. To 
give you even a general>view of the fermons, would {well 
this article to a fize beyond it’s intended limits. 1 cannot 
forbear, however, mentioning a circumftance related by bro- 
ther Pollard in his fermon, viz. “ That not more than 
twenty years back, he came occafionally to preach at Not- — 
tingham, (they having then no regular ftated minitter of their 
own) at which time the whole congregation were /e/s than 
twenty -perfons. But the prefent meeting prefented a very 
different {cene: It was the Lord’s doing, and marvellous in 
our eyes.”’ [| fuppofe the number of perfons prefent were 
about a thoufand: and a ferious joy feemed depi€ted upon 
almoft every countenance. It was to very many a delightful 
feafon ; and we proved, “ that a day in the courts of the 
Lord, is better than a thoufand {pent in the carnal delights 
~The colle4tion made on the occafion amounted to 76l. 2s. 6d. 
May the Lord give many feals to the miniftring of his 
word in this houfe ; and his name be abundantly glorifed by 
it’s erection, 


Your’s in gofpel love, 


ROBERT SMITH. 


To the Editor of the General Baptifi Magazine, 
SIR, 
FROM the title your Mazazine bears, I fuppofe it to be 


open to admit any thing which refpects the profperity of 
3U2 that 
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that body of profeffing Chriftians, for whofe immediate in- 


tere[t it appears peculiarly devoted. This confideration ‘has 
e.icouraged me to fend you the following lines for infertion, 
provided the fubject of them appears to you of fufficient | 
importance, and not inimical to the defign of your mif. 
cellany. 

1 have, Sir, been acquainted with this bady of people from 
my youth, and nearly twenty years a member of one of their. 


_churches ; and, fo faras I know my own heart, I believe [I 


fhould rejoice in the increafe and purity (perfection I expeét 
not on eaith) of this part of our biefled Redeemer’s kingdom, 
Sometimes ] have thought, what can I, as an individual. do 
to promote this intereft? And, at other times, what could 
be done by the united efforts of the whole denomination? 
Two things haye generally prefented themfelves to my view, 
that I moft fincerely with could be imprefled upon the minds 
of all who wifh well to the General Baptift caufe. ‘The firft. 
of thefe iS, giving proper education to their minifters ; the 
other is, putting them in a capacity to ufe that education to 
the greateft advantage, by liberating them from their now 
neceflary daily labour. 

Sometimes I have mentioned thefe fubjetts in converfation 
with a friend or a few friends in private, and have received 
from them a reply to the following effect—that, the objects 
are defirable, but the means are not inourpower. As I fhall 
not in this fhort ftatement enter into any formal anfwer to 
this objection now, I omit what might be faid in this view, © 
with only obferving that, 1 truft we fee by what has been done 
with refpect to educating young men for the miniftry, that we | 


are capable of fupporting our prefent academical inftitution 


without the leaft difficulty. And inthis I rejoice, 

With refpe&t to the other object, 1 am of opinion that it 
might be accomplifhed without any additional expence to: 
the people. But, Sir, as the plan I propofe is, I believe, 
fingular, not having been adopted by any body of chriftians, 
I cou d wifh to know the thoughts of others upon it, when 
plainly laid before them, 

It 1s well known that Great Britain is the country above 
all others favourable to trade, and that two or three perions, 
nay, even one individual, frequently conducts: a bufinefs, the 
profits of which exceed two or three thoufand pounds per 
annum. Coulda trading concern be eftablifhed, the profits 
of which would amount to the fum mentioned above, what 
mizht not be done? As an individual I have no doubts of the 
of it. It would be to begin 
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‘upon a fmaller feale, and as opportunity fhould prefent, and 
refources increafe, extend it. But that it might ultimately 
be brought to raife a profit, as above, little doubt need be 
I have now given a general hint upon the fubject I had in 
view; 1 with a ferious attention may be paid to it; and 
fhould it appear necefiarv in a future period to enlarge, exe 
plain, or to produce a yeneral plan ; or more latgely fhew the 
practicability of a trading concern being conducted fo as to 
anfwer very important purpofes in the fupport of religion, J 
fhall not be backward to undertake the tafk, and am, Sir, 
Yours very affectionately, 


Nov. 16, 1799. URBANE. 
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OBITUARY. 


Diep, at Packington, in the county of Leicefter, on Sas 
turday, September 28, Ruth Hood, aged thirty-three years. 
She was daughter of William Hood, of Packington, deceafed, 
who was many years a worthy member of the General Bap- 
tit church at Melbourn, and at whofe funeral brother F-. 
“Smith preached a very fuitable difcourfe, from Luke xvi. 22. 
‘s And it came to pafs that the beggar died.” , 
His daughter Ruth, previous to her indifpofition, did not 
walk in the footfteps of her father, but, like too many of 
the youth of our day, lived thoughtlefs of her latter end. 
But it pleafed the wife Governor of the world to bring upon 
her a fingular and lingering affliction, which began fome time 
in Décember laft. | 
In her affliction fhe thought fhe was approaching near to | 
the invifible world, and began to be concerned for the welfare 
of her foul. Our Baptitt brethren in thefe parts paid her re- 
peated vifits ; and, through the bleffing of God, their vifits © 
had the defired effect. She began to fee the exceeding finful- 
nefs of fin, and herfelf ina carnal ftate. And foon, to her 
unfpeakable comfort, fhe experienced the love of God thed 
abroad in her heart. _ She clearly faw Chrift to be the heavy 
laden finner’s friend, and, with the affiance and fimplicity of 
a ferious mind, fhe refigned her foul into his hands, to be 
faved by grace alone. ve 
_ During her illnefs I had the happinefs to vifit her feveral 
times. She appeared entirely refigned to the will of God. 
She panted after God as a hart panteth after the water. 
‘brooks, 
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brooks, and|would frequently fay to me, ** All that I wane 
is to love my Lord more. J dolove him. I can fay I do 
love him; but I think I love him fo little.” At other 
times, after converfing with her concerning her recovery, fhe 
would fay, ‘* If it pleafe the Lord to reftore me to health 
again, | hopd I thall be a different woman to what I have 
been; but don’t think that will She would fre- 
quently exprefs her thankfulnefs to God for bringing the af- 
fliction upon her ; acknowledging it one of his greateft fa- 
yours. 

Towards the end of her affliction, fhe expreffed a defire to 
be buried in the burying ground belonging to the Baptift mcet- 


at Packington ; for,” faid the, among thofe people I 


found my comfort.” She chofe the text for her funeral, and 


- the hymns to be fung during the opportunity. The two lat- 


ter of them are in the Barton hymn book; one of which is 
fo expreflive of her dying language, that 1 hope I fhall be 
excufed if I infert it. 


Now the ledpod time is come, 

I thall quickly be at home; 

Pains and ficknefs, doubts ated fears, 
Vanifh as the hour appears. 


I thall foon be carried o'er 

Life’s tempeftuous fea and fhore ; 
Gain the happy land on high ; 
‘Triumph in eternal j joy. 


OO! with what divine delight 
I can bid adieu to night; 

- Realms of day attract me now ; 
Chrift and glory are in view. - 


Thereno foul- diftreffing fears, 
Heavy woes, or anxious cares ; 
There no world, nor fleth, nor pend, 
To corrupt, or teaze the mind. 


Come, Lord Jefus ! come away, 

Take me to the realms of day; 
‘Then my love and joy fhall be 
to aul eternity. 


‘Her body now began to decline apace ; and every day 


became an hesbinger of her f{peedy change. Thus fhe con- 


tinued, gradually becoming weaker and weaker, until her body 
was deprived of all it’s ftrength ; ; and about twelve o’clock 
in the day fhe breathed her foul into the hands of her glorious 
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Redeemer, and experienced that change which was the defire 
of her heart. 

On the Tuefday evening a difcourfe was delivered 
at her funeral, from the ‘words which fhe chofe, 1 Pet. 1. 24, 
25. ‘* All ficth is as orafs, and all the glory of man as the 
flower of grafs: the grafs withereth, and the flower thereof 
falleth away. But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 
And this is the word which by the gofpel is preached unte 

ou.’ 

‘ That every reader may have his mind deeply impreffed. | 
with thefe humbling, enlivening truths, and obtain the falva- — 
tion which this bletied gofpel holds forth, is the ardent de- 
fire of | 
A fhby-de-la- Zouch, Yours, . 
Oé. 16, 1799. 

On Lord’s day, the roth of November, died Mrs. ‘Symonds, 
late wife of Mr. Symonds, ftaymaker, in Nottingham. She 
was baptizcd and firft became a member of the General Bap- 

tift church at Leake, Nottinghamfhire, but afterwards remov— | 

ing her abode to Nottingham, fhe became a member of the > 
church there, and continued a member till her death. She 
had been affiicted a confiderable time, till the flow but fteady 
progrefs of a wafting confumption numbered her with the 
dead. Under her long and painful affliGtion fhe always ex- 
perienced a comfortable hope of glory, through the media- 
tion of the only Saviour Jefus Chrift; and exulted, in the 
words of David, Pfal. xxiii. 4. * Though 1 walk through 
the valley of the thadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 
thou art with me: thy rod and thy ftaff, they comfort me.” 
- Which words the requefted might be fpoken from at the time — 
of her interment. It was thought a little fingular that the 
laft time fhe attended the public worfhip of God was the 


evening opportunity of the laft day that public worfhip was 
attended to in our old meeting-houte, and died about the clofe 


of the evening opportunity of the firft day’s worfhip in the 
new one. 

Mrs. Symonds died in the prime of her days, and has left ~ 
an affectionate hufband and one child, befides an aged mother, 
who is alfo a mother in Ifrael, and a brother and feveral 
fitters, as well as the church, to lament her lofs. May we 
all be ftirred up by fuch awakening calls to confider our latter 
end, and prepare for it! 

In hopes of meeting you, and millions of believing fouls, 


where death fhall never come, I remain your affectionate 
brother, RS 
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‘Thy fuppliant own, and in thy love draw nigh ; | 


450 
SACRED 
A PRAYER, 


© THOU eternal, thou Almighty King % | 
Parent fupreme !—and life? Ss immortal fpring, ~ 
Fountain of ail exiftence, whence the world 
Fisft {prung; by thee was into being hurl’d, | 
Th’ etherial ah that fill the vaft expanfe, 
Thou bidd’ft in rapid circumvol’tion dance. 
Light inacceffible is thine abode, 

Glorious in holinefs,—art thou O God ! 

With loweft rev’rence I would thee adore, 


And at thy throne my foul would humbly pour — 


Affift me, Lord, while trembling I draw nigh, 
And bow myfelf before the God Moit High ! 
Lord, I’m uaworthy of the fmalleft claim 


‘To utter forth thy moft tremendous name ! 


Or once to lift my eyes to thee above, 

Becaufe I’ve injur’d thy forbearing love ; 
I’ve forfeited the mercy I implore, | 

And light efteem’d the fuffrings Jefus ‘ag 
Alas! that gracious cov’nant I’ve undone, 
Seal’d by the blood of thy eternal Son. 


_ Lord, I have finn’d againft the cleareft light, 


‘This aggravates my guilt to greater height. 
But to thy goodnefs bounds I dare not place, 
Thy love, My 

They’re all divine, thy open arms fay ** Come, 
Return, return, ye wand’sing children home.” 
Pardon’d, reftor’d, and to thy favour brought, 


‘Too oft my foul for a defpairing thought ; 
_ My prayers, tho’ faint and doubting, have not been 
Reje&ed or unanfwer’d, Lord, I’ve feen: 

‘I’ve always found the heaven’s open ftood, } 


‘Thy throne acceflible, my gracious God ; 


Through Jefus my Redeemer’s precious blood. 
1 plead his agony and bloody fweat, — 


His crofs, his paflion,\and his painful death ; 
His glorious refurreCtion from the grave, 


A full atonement has my Jefus made. 


No more demand juftice divine requires ; ' 
No further fatisfa€tion God defires, 


bleffed Jefus ! thou the finner’s friend, 


Salvation thou ! to earth’s remoteft end ; 
The great Meffiah, and the promis’d feed, 
Who did on Cal aly ’ry for tranfgreffion bleed. 
O Soh of God !"to thee alone I cry; 


Thy bleft eternal fpirit from above, 
On me let fall, my Saviour and my God, 
It’s facred confolations o° er my foul, 


Oh! let in {weet emanations roll. 


y patience, Lord, Oh! who can trace? 
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 chafe away this melancholy night, 
Vith the bright beams of thy reviving light, 
This heart obdurate melt, each fear controul, | 
Difpel the darknefs that beclouds my foul « 
' Kindle withinthe fparks of hply leve, 
Breathe on my foul till flames afcend above. 
Give me to grow more humble and more wile, 
In piety and love, ftill higher rife. 
O let me daily in thy fear be kept, 
Nor of thy faveur be my foul bereft. 
Give not my portion with the rich and greats 
In fading honours, or the pomp of ftate, 
In ample domes, but in the peaceful cot, 
With thy dear children have my humble lot; 
Let me with them fuffer reproach and fhame, — 
Scorn and derifion bear, for Jefus’ Name. 
Only root out this curfed unbelief, 8 Ae 
Diftrufts thy love, o’erwhelms my foul with grief. 
To difbelieve ! Oh! what amazing guilt! 
‘To difbelieve for what thy blood was fpilt! 
QO! let me ftill affert, and still record 
Thy faithfulnefs and truth, my gracious Lord 5. 
Ne’er let me wander or e’er run aftray, : 
Tho’ fnares and death do oft obftruét my way 5 
Of grace oh give me hourly new fupplies, - 
By which alone I thall vi€torious rife. 
For daily mercies which thou doft impart, cay 
_ O give, my God, give me a thankful heart : 
Above the reft, let gratitude abound, \ 


“4 


T hat I was born beneath a Saviour’s found ; 
‘That the good news has reach’d my native ground. 
To be made holy I invoke thy aid, - 
© cure the wild diforders fin has made ; 
Reftore my foul, renew thy image there, - 
Thy likenefs ever let my fpirit bear, 
Oh ! God of ages, holy is‘thy name! 
From everlafting thou art ftill the fame: 
Thou art unchang’d while rolling ages pafs, 
But I’m decaying like the wither’d grafs. 
‘T his tongue that’s now invoking thee to fave, 
Mutt fhortly lie all filent in the grave ! 
‘Thefe hands uplifted, now, for mercy, muft 
Be moulder’d foon to their avigin, duit! 
Thefe eyes, now looking t’wards thy throne, e’er long 
Be clos’d in death, and dark oblivion! 
‘The very breath this moment I refpire, | | | . 
_ Bears to the tomb and brings my exit nigher. 
How fhort my days! yet praife to God be given, 
For time allotted to prepare for heaven. 
Into the holieft, neareft union bring, 
My foul to thee, my Saviour and my King. , 
While here it dwells, O let me here commence 
That bleft delightful and fweet refidence, 
And converfe with my God, which pain nor joy, 
Nor life, nor death, nor judgment fhall deftroy. 
No: through a longeternity decay, 
But ftill increafe through an immortal day. an 
J. 
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To the Editor of heG.B.M. 4 
DEAR SIR, 
‘The following lines were written by 
a youth at the age of feventcen, and 
fent to the Rev. Sampfon Kingsford, 
after hearing him preach a fermon on 
baptifm: fhould they be admiffible in 


the G, B. M. they are at your fervice, } 


Yours with efteem, 


Hoping a bleffing from the Lord, 
I went to hear you preach his word ; 
My foul feem’d willing to purfue, - 
The path you prov’d divine and true. 
Long have { known it was the way, | 
Yet have negleCted to Obey. 

y confcience greatly me accus’d 
That I fo long fhouid have refus’d : 
I thought you aim’dto let me know, | 
The duty that to God lowe, 

T hope the Lord will me forgive, | 
And I no longer thus will live. 

My heart's defire is to obey, 

And come in Chrift’s appointed way ; 
To jordan’s ftream I’ll now repair, 
To be immerfed, in water there: 
As Chrift my pattern led the way, 
No longer will I difobey ; 


| Tremble my 


Or fink in guilt and woe, to 


W ith your confent, I now demand, | 
To be baptized by your hand, 

And now advance my humble claim 
‘To be baptiz’d in Jefus name; 
‘That I a Chriftian church may join, 
Where Chirift and all his graces thine. | 
With His, to live in truth and love, 
And with them dwell in heaven above. 
O that the Lord may blefs you ‘till, 
Your foul with his own Spirit fill, | 
Your labours crown with great fuccefs, 
And blefs you w.th peculiar grace, 
Till with the highett ranks above, 
You join to fhout Emmanuel’s love. 


Thoughts occafioned by the fud- | 


den ‘death of Mr. Henry. 
Tilby ;—who . dropped down 
in an apopletlic fit, and ex- 
prred. 
ALAS! he’s gone, where he ne’er was | 
beiore, 
Known was he once, henceforth he’s” 
known no more 3 | 
In hafte God called him from this world 
below, [ blow. | 
And death, that tyrant, ftruck the fat t 


It’s voice afcends on high, 


POETRY. 


His viétim fell! to rife, alas! no more 
Till death and his atchievements all are 
| | heaven, 
Then the archangel with the trump of 
Shall call che world to hear their fen- 
- tence given: | 
An awful fentence to the Chriftlefs race, © 
Who fpurn the offers of redeeming 
grace | 
«¢ Depart ye cursed, to everlafting pains, 
¢< Where fiery billows roll, and horror 
ceafelefs reigns 


| Where mercy never looks, which 


look’d, in yain before, 
¢¢ But wave on wave, of pain, roll on 
for evermore,”’ | 
With burnings fuch as thefe, who can 
for ever dwell ? 
foul, and paufe, and 
weigh the queftion well : 


| Thy fiummons foon willjcome to drop thy 


mortal clay, 
My fpirit then to God, muft wing it's 
unknown way. 


| To dwell in heavenly biifs, where faints 


and angels dwell, 
loweft 
depths in hell. | 


| This doom is my defert; but Chrift 


the Lamb of Ged, | 

To fave my foul from hell, has fhed his 
precious blood 5 

for grace 

and peace it cries, : 


| (Not Abel’s blood fo loud, for vengeance 


pierced the fkies.) 
Look then my guilty foul, 
~Chrift the Lord, 
Roll all thy load on him, and truft 
his faithful word. 
6 The man that comes to me, 
<¢ By humble faith and prayer, 
Shall not rejected be, 
‘¢But have my kindeft care! 
66 T’l] pardon all his fins, 
‘¢ His foul Vil fanétify, 
And conquer all his foes, 
«¢ And raife him to the fky ! 
The riches of my grace, 
He ever thall behold, 
‘¢ And {tand before my face, 
*¢ Arrayed in pureft gold ! 
‘¢ His Saviour’s dying love, 
Shall dwell upon his tongues 


‘to Jefus 


i ¢¢ While all the hofts above, 


Approve and join the fong.*? 
Dear Jefus! take my foul, 
And form it for thy praife, 
Make me for ever whole, 


To fing redeeming grace. el 
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Til join the heavenly hoft, 
When I have loft my breath, 
And, yielding up the ghoft, 
triumph over death, 
| J. 3 


Commifion, 


SEE Jefus Prince of Light, 
*Midft his difciples ftand ; 
Vefte with power, and girt with 
mizht, 
Giving his laft command. 
Go preach, faith Chrift the Lord, 
And in my name baptize ; 
He that believes, and keeps my 
word, | 
Shall win the heavenly prize. 


He faid, and through the air 

In biighteft triumph rode : 

They through the nations far and near 
Preach’d their afcended God. 


Send me, my Lord, fend me, 
Thy gofpel to prociaim ; 
Gladiy Vilfpend my all for thee 
To {pread thy glorious name, 


Affift me as thy ewn, 
Thy truth and Jove to fee ; 
I long to make thy mereies known, 
And win fome fouls to thee. 


What are thefe ftrong defires ~ 

Which ftrugele in my breaft? 

a they’re the fpirit’s kindling 
res, 

And muft not be fuppreft. 


Now Jefus from the tkies : 

_ Looks down with {miling face 5 

‘ Go teach the world my ways,’ he 
cries, 

Let finners know my grace. 


Swift to obey thy call, 
On wings of love I’li fly ; 
Freely Il] preach thy word to all, 
And thew falvation nigh. 


Sinners awake: be wife : 
Ye under bondage groan. 
Repent—believe—and be baptized 
20 heaven fhall be your own. 


Amen.—B, O. 


POETRY. 


on 


Jo the Editor of the G. B. M. 


Rev. and Dear Sir, | 
If the following deferve a place in 


at your fervice, 4 
Yours, &c. 


Elegiac Lines on the Death o 
an Infant, interred in t 
Diffenters’ Burying-ground in 
Bofton, June 29th, 1799. 


*TWAS lately mine, (ah melancholy 
turn,) | 

Towra pin funeral weeds my *Mel- 
fhim’s urn! 


Car 


No ’{cutcheon’d pomp attend the 
fable hearfe, | 

Mo mimic grief to dignify my verfe, 

No fplendid forms the rural mutes 
know, 

The tragic. inmates of my heart is 
woe ! | 

Tis your’s my friends, whofe ten- 
tereft moments prove, 

The foft endearments of connubial 
love | 

To whom kind heaven has given a 
numerous race, 

Who round you cling to fhare the 
fond embrace. 

*Tis your’s alone to fympathize and 
guefs, 

At feelings which no’ language can 
exprefs ! | A 

And only yours to judge what pon- 
derous fighs | | 


Farewell dear babe!— 
the mouraful 


fcene I fly, 
While trickling forrows gufh from 
either eye; 
Events too painful o’er my befom 
rove, 
To be fuitain’d by fond paternal love. 


* Pace 42 of this vol, 


your ufeful Mifcellany, they are 


Now calicd, alas ! before one fleeting 


To drgp a foft paternal funeral tear. | 


| Do in bereaved parents’ bofoms rife! 


Why 


hen 
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we 4 
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Why that dear babe condemned to. 


figh and groan, 


Beneath a load of anguith not it’s 


own? | 
My guilt, O heaven, thy patience 
might provoke, 


But why this lamb fuftain the painful | 


ftroke ? 


Hufh, my complaining harp, retune : 


thy fong, 
The Judge of all the earth can ne’er 
do wrong,} 


_A tender Father hath bue call'd him 


home ;-- | 
He’s guarantee’d from numerous ills] 
to come. 
Oft hath thy fire exclaimed in ad- 
| verfe care, 
é¢ Why died I not, when firft I 
breathed in air rg | 
Hath oft implored, o’erwhelmed in 
floods of ftrife, 
Let death '—let ftrangling fhut the 
{cene of life !°@ 
And thou, dear babe, 
| feelings led, 
Didft fip life’s cup, and 
thine head.’’* 
How foon thy trenfienc| pilgrimage 
iso’er! 

Soon thy dear bark hath reached 
the heavenly fhore ! 

Thy conflid’s paft ! thy race 
is run! | 

Scarce fooner is thy toil. commenced 
than done. | 

One fhort-lived moon exceeds thy 
tender ace, | 

So quickly called to leave the thorny 

| faze. | 

My foolith heart, fuppref thy frail 
alarms, 


away 


- 


2 Sam. xxiv. Gen. XViil. 


by kindred 


| 


a 


| 


SACRED POETRY. 


Thy tender in his gracious 
‘arms a 

Enfolds the weak ; his bofom bears” 
the lambs,> 

He knows his fheep, ke calls them 
ali by names.|| 

When we his facred oracles approaeh, 

We’re told his kingdom is composed 
of fuch.§ 

Retired in my contempiative abode, 

I'll tell the numerous mercies of my 
God: 

And, retrofpettive, view my aged 
fire, 

Long tread the well-known WAY, 
and calm retire : 

Likewife have. fafely reach’d the 

heavenly goal, 

My dear conne@ions ! 

and foul ! 

And thither we (enflamed with hea- 
venly fire) | 

| Who yet furvive, do ardently afpire. 

Andnow I fu pplicate Almighty grace, 

Pour thy rich bleffings on my nume- 
rous race 

My dear furviving offspring deign 
to blefs, 

With what’s " effential to their future 

peace: 

| May they the knowledge of the 
Savieur preve, 

Patienee to bear, and faith which 
‘works by love ; 

And when to each, thy great falva- 
tion’s known, 

The effufions of thy grace with glory 
crown. 


one in blood 


GILES. 


Job vii. 15.—* Hervey, Med, among the Tombs.—+ Ifai. xl. John 
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“SHORT ACCOUNT OF MRS. TRISTRAM, WHO DIEn 
OCT. 4, 1757) IN THE JOTH YEAR OF HER AGE, 


(See her Funeral Sermon, preached by the Rev. Richard Pearf- 
all, at Fullwood, in Somerfet/bire. Text Pfal. xvii. 15. 
latter part. 


Sy SHALL BE SATISFTIED WHEN I AWAKE WITH THY LIKE= 
NESS.”) 


Ler this doctrine fupport us under the removal of pious 
friends and relatives—we bedew their graves and memories 
with tears of forrow, and may forrow to think that we fhall 
fee their faces no more. But while we mourn for ourfelves, 
“we may rejoice much more on their account. The work 
which was begun here is completed above. The warfare 
which they were engaged in with their bafe, rebellious corrup- 
tions, is over, in their obtaining a complete victory, and ex- 
ercifing a moft glorious, joyful and everlafting triumph. 
- ‘Thofe tears are wiped away which {prang from the weaknefs 
of their graces, and the rifings up of their malignant lufts ; 
nay, they are turned into tranfports, on their feeling within 
them a divine likenefs perfected, and in confequence hereof 
the divine love. To glorify their God and Redeemer is thei 
conftant bufinefs, and their conitant delight. Not th ieaft 
mixture of fin with their holinefs. Not the Jeaft matter for 
_ complaint from any quarter. Who can defcribe their attain- 
ments? Thefe things may be matter of {weet conf>lation to 
the furviving relations and friends of the late Mrs? Triitram. 
_ What her walk was, how holy, juft and unblamable, I leave 
to thofe to fpeak of, who knew her much longer, and con- 
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verfed with her more frequently than I did. But Iam well 

perfuaded that as they lament her removal from a world, 

where there are fo few of her religious and charitable difpofi-. 

tion, fo the remembrance of her muft be a | pious perfume in 
their nofirils. 

Lam not in funeral difeourfes forward to fpeak of the dead, 
as the cuftom has been fo often and fhamefully abufed. But, 
as it may be for the honour of divine grace, and the en- 
couragemcnt of others in the ways of rcligion, £ am willin 
to fay fomething, but fhall confine myfelf to what pafied after 
her confinement, when fhe was led to have more intimate 
views of death. Now, if thefe are folemn, and confcience 
is awake and tender, as was her cafe, it can’t be imagined but 
‘every word from the mouth muft be the expreffion of the | 
foul, 

She, who hed in the former parts of life enured herfelf «| 
| to converfe with her own heart, and make obferva-_ 
tions, (as appears from a multitude of papers left behind) was _ 
_led now to make a paufe more than ordinarily folemn, and 
to refle&t upon the whole of her condu&, and to take a fpe- 
cial furvey of her heart. And, through grace, both yielded 
a folid confolation. 

She now feemed to take a frefh view of the great doctrines 
of the gofpel, which fhe had maintained with conftancy ; | 
and as fhe found them {(criptural, fo it added to their value, 
that in the application of them, fhe was enabled to face death - 
and eternity without terror. O, how largely did fhe expati- 
ate upon the glorious, well ordercd covenant ! the free and 
rich grace difcovered there! the fuitable bleffings laid up in 
it’s promifes! the divinity of it’s Mediator! the perfection 
of his merit and righteoufnefs ! the power of his arm as the 
mighty God, and the Shepherd of his people! ¢* O (fays 
fhe) this Redeemer 1 have accepted. According to this 
covenant, I have devoted myfelf heartily to the Moft High 5 
and I have laboured to walk with God, and live unto he 
I know, fays fhe, I have fallen very thet of what I fhould 
be, (ard here fhe ran out into penitent and felf-abafing ex- 
preffions of her own finfulnefs) but I fly to Chrift’s right- 
eoufnefs that is perfect, and to the promifes of the new cove- 

nant.” 

As I sporchend all her life- long fhe had been thy of im- 

_ bibing comfort through a fear of prefuming, fo now in the 
beginning of her confinement, even when the premifes were 
evident, fhe was almoft afraid of drawing the die ful wa 
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in and would again aud again afk, ¢¢ Might the from thefe 
things derive comfort?” And when her Chriftian friend 
aflured her, that in his judgment fhe might, the furprifingly 
-dropt her fackcloth, and was girded with gladnefs. From 
that time, through fo many remaining weeks, her friend 
heard no intimations of diftrefs drop from her lips, 
And now, what,thankfulnefs did the exprefs for fuch a 
father as fhe {prang from!* *‘* He initru&ted me; he ref- 
trained the vanity and airinefs of my fpirit ; he taught me 


to pray. And O (fays fhe) the muititude of prayers that he - 


|»? 


put up for me!” But above all the admired, nay, the faid 


fhe ftood amazed at that divine grace that took hold: on her 
in her younger days. ‘* [ was,” fays fhe, ‘* dug out of the 


fame hole of the pit with others ; but [ am a brand plucked 
out of the burning.” And a few minutes after cried out, 
« He brought me out of a horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay, and fet my feet upon a rock, and eftablithed my go- 
ings ; and he hath put a hew fong into ny mouth, and | will 
fing it, even praife to my God.” 

_ Again, ** What fhould I do, if I had not a covenant God 
to fly to? My flefh and my heart faileth, but God is the 
ftrength of my heart, and my portion for ever.” 

One day, when laid down afrefh in her bed, ** Now,” 
fays fhe, ‘* I hope to lie down and fleep in Jefus.” Often 
would (he repeat the apoftle’s words, ‘* I defire to depart, 
and be with Chrift, which is far better.” 

In the time of her health fhe found fuch tender affections 
working towards her family, that fhe would fay, fhe did know 
_ how to think of leaving them, but it was now otherwife. 
“J have had,” faid fhe, ‘* my heart too much glued to the 
creature, hoe now the Lord hath weaned me from it; I 
am willing to ieave all to go to Jefus.” And to her only 
child, between whom and herfelf there feemed to be peculiar 
endearments, fhe faid, ‘‘ Do refign me up to the Lord, to 
whom I am willing to go.” 

- When one mentioned to her that: promife, ‘ I will never 
leave thee nor forfake thee,” fhe readily aniwered, ‘*that 
was a promile fhe had long wae on,” and added, «fo 
I do ftill.” | 

bahar her paroxy{ms ef a and violent urgings to vo- 


* His name was Hanmer, He was an excellent minifter 
at Barnftaple, fon of the Rev. Mr. Jonathan Hanmer, who 
was a at the fame place, 1662. 
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mit came together, ‘*O,” favs fhe, * this is grievous to 
bear together, but there will be but few ftruggles more, and 
will be well” When the could fay but little by reafon 
of weaknefs, it was ftill the language of her faith and hope, 
My Lord, and my God!” 
ny di fhe was taken out of bed, fhe complained of great 
weaknefs. But,” fays fhe, I know my affiiCtions will 
laf no longer than i is good for me ; for all God doth is beft, 
and i defire to be entirely refigned to his whole will.” 

Again, «* | blefs God the fears of death are not fo dread- _ 
ful to me as they ufed to be; for God’s Spirit witneficth with 
mine, that | am his.” 

‘© O my dear children,* pray for me ; I can " pray for my- 
felf. Sicknefs is a badtime to have the great work todo in; 
but, blefied be God, I hope mine is already done. May the 
Lord blefs you all, and make good his covenant promifes to 


you all. Trott i in him, and he will never leave you nor ' for- 
= 


3. hope I am not a hy pocrite 5 for if I know my own > 


via in fincerity and truth I did give up myfelf to God.” 

43 plofied be God, the fears of death are entirely taken 
from me. I defire to truft myfelf, foul and body, entirely on 
_my Lord 1nd Saviour, to be wafhed in his blood, and clothed 
with his righteoufnefs.” 

«<Q, this poor frail, fhattered body is ‘pullthg down! I 
remember a paflage i in one of Dr. Guyfe’s fermons of a pious 
miniiter, God is my Creator; he made our bodies at firft, © 
and he i is the fitteft to take out all the pins of our taberna- 
cles.” 

When Mrs. Welman faid, “ I hope the Lord will raife 
you again,’ fhe faid, ‘‘ 1 have lived long, and had much 


ficknefs, but if we are parted here, I hope we fhall meet to- 
gether in heaven.” 


“¢ I long to depart and to be with Chrift, which is far bet- 


ter; then i fhall begin my everlafting fongs of praife and a- — | 


doration. ‘There {in heaven) I fhall fee God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoft, and all the innume- 
rable company, the angels, ind the {pirits of juft men made 
perfect, where there fhall be no jar nor difcord, where all pain 
and forrow fhall be done away.’ 

Often was fhe expreffing her thankfulnefs to God, and thofe 
about her, for their conitant care (not overlooking the fers 


* She had Breil grandchildren. - 
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vants); would be frequently repeating in the moft tender 
manner, her obligation to Mrs. Welman, for that abundant 
care which fhe had always exercifed towards her ; fearing fhe 
would injure herfelf by fo many fatigues, and praying for the 
beft of bleflings on her behalf. 
© QO Lord, pity thy poor handmaid, who putteth her truft 

in thee! Théu watt the God of my youth, and the God of | 
my riper years, and the God of my old age. O, leave me 
net now my fiefh and my heart faileth.”’ 

When her pains came on exquifitely, fhe would often 
pray, *‘ Lord, fhorten my pains, or encreafe my patience ;” 
fometimes the would add, “that I may not anon thee 

at lait.” 

When the family c. came to take leave of her at night, the 
faid, ** May the Lord blefs you all, and pour down the beft 
of bleffings upon you! QO, this will be ten theufand times 
better than all this world can afford. I have given you all 
_up in covenant to the Lord, and I hope the bleffings of the 
covenant will reft upon you; that in the great day of the 

Lord I may be able to look up, and ‘hy, Lord, heie is every 
child that thou didft give unto me.’ 

Again, ** Flow good is my God to me! I defire to wait 

his time to be delivered out of all my pain ; he knows what 
is bett for me. I don’t defire to live 5 I long for heaven. 
©, what a mercy it is that Satan is chained up! he is not 
fuffered to diftrefs me. Once I feared, how I fhould behave - 
on a death-bed ; but blefled be God for thofe comfortable 
hopes J have through a dear Redeemer. I truft my hopes 
are well founded. Bieffed be God, my work was not left to 
this time ; for now I am incapable of any thing: my pains 
and weaknefs take up all my thoughts. I can’t think or 
pray as i fhould ; but my God i is gracious, and will pity 
me. 
Once more, When her pains were oreat, the eried; 
<¢ What, fhan’t I bear with patience and mecknels a little 
pain here, when my dear Redeemer bore and fuffered fo much 
for me ? He bore all with perfect meeknefs ; he was acom- 
plete pattern. He had not a place where to lay his head; __ t 
but my God gives me every mercy in an abundant manner 5 
therefore I will blefs and praife him.” 
Thus this excellent lady went on, exercifing her graces, 
and expreffing her confolations as long as fhe was able to do 
or fay any thing. And if 1 am not miitaken, the very lat 
expreffion fhe was able to utter was to a dear grandchild, 


seeing 
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Seeing her at her bed’s foot, fhe faid, * May the Lord blefs 
you! “O 1 may that dear creature be found in Chrift!”” And 
O, happy thofe, who having followed Chrift as their matter 


through life, take leave of this world as he did; of whom. 


it is faid, that when “ he had led forth his difciples, he lift 
up his hands and bleffed them. And it came to pafs while 


he bleffed them, he was parted from them, and carried up 
into heaven.” | 


‘ 
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BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


LIFE OF THOMAS HAWKES, OF ESSEX. 


Hawkes was born in Effex, of 


honeft parents, by whom he was educated in the true 
religion ; and when he eame to years of difcretion, he en- 
tered into the fervice of the Earl of Oxford, where he was 
well eficemed, till the death of King Edward the Sixth. 
_ And then finding religion to decay at go back, efpecially 
in great men’s houfes, he left his fervice, and came home, 
_ where he thought he might more quietly enjoy the freedom 
of his own conf{cience. 

While he was at home, his wife was delivered of a fon, 
whom he kept unbaptized three weeks, becaufe he would 
not fuffer him to be baptized after the popifh manner. 
Which, when his enemies underftood, they apprehended him, 


and brought him before the Earl of Oxford, for not being — 


found in religion, and contemning the facrament of the 


church. 


The Earl of Oxford would not trouble himfelf with him, 
but fent him to Bonner, bifhop of London ; and wrote that 


he refufed to have his child baptized according to the order 


of the church now in. ufe, and left him to his lordfhip’s 
difcretion. 

When Mr. Hawkes came to the bifhop, he read the Earl’s 
- Jetter in his hearing ; and then afked him ; what made‘him 
to keep his child unbaptized fo long ? — 


Becaufe (fays Mr. Hawkes) we are bound to do nothing — 


Bithop 


ican to the word of God. 
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Bithop faid, baptifin is commanded by. the 


word of God. 
ston Hawkes dnifwertd' God’s inftitution therein I do not 
deny, but 1 deny all things invented or devifed by man ; 


as your oil, cream, falt, fpittle, candle, and conjuring of 


water, &c. 
Then faid the bithop, will you deny that which 


the whole world, and your father, have been. contented 


withal 

Mr. Hawkes an{wered, What my father; and. all thee 

world have done, [ have nothing to do withal; but jwhat 

God hath commanded me to do, that I will ftand to. 
After a great deal of other difcourfe between Mr. Hawkes 


and the bifhop, the bithop afked him, if he would have his 


child baptized according to the fervice-book fet out in the 
reign of King Edward the Sixth? 

Yes, fays Mr. Hawkes, with a good will; for that is the 
thing that I defire. I thought fo, fays the bifhop. . 

After that the bifhop faid, wilt thou be content to tarry 
here, and your child thall be baptized, and you fhall not 
know of it, fo that you will agree to it ? 

Mr. Hawkes anfwered, If I would have done fo, I need 
not have come to you, for I had the fame counfel gl en me 
before. 


Do not you think (fays the bifhop) that the Quéda: | 


and I can command it to be done in fpite of. yous 
tceth 

Mr. Hawkes anfwered, What the Queen and you can do, 
I will not ftand againtt ; but you get the confent of my con- 
{cience never the fooner- 

Well, faid the bifhop, you are a ftubborn young man ; iE 
perceive I muft work another way with you, 

Mr. Hawkes faid, You are in the hands of Gof and fo 
am’‘T. 

The bifhop faid, Whatever you think, I would not have 
you fpeak fuch words to me: and fo-he departed, and went 
to the chapel to evening prayers ; and would have had Mr. 
Hawkes gone with him, but he refufed. 


During Hawkes’s confinement with the bifhop of Liable 


he was kept prifoner in his porter’s lodge at his houfe in Ful- 
ham, where he eat with the bifhop’s fervants, but was com- 
manded not to talk with them ; which he faid he would not, 


The 


provided they did not provoke to it. 
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The bifhop had many conferences with him, (and fo had 
divers doctors and others, who came to vifit the bitho ) 
concerning his belief of the natural body and blood of Chrift 
jn the facrament of the altar ; concerning his opinion of the 
mafs, holy creed and holy water, and other ceremonies of 
the church of Rome. | 

All which the faid Hawkes did rejeat and difapprove of, 
as being contrary to the word of God, by which alone, he 
faid, he would be guided and directed in matters of faith and 
seligion. And he told the bifhop and his doétors, that he 
would credit them in nothing but what they could prove 
from the holy feriptures. And when the bifhop found that — 
he could by no means prevail withthe faid Thomas Hawkes 
to change his opinions, and come over to the church of 
Rome, he fent him prifoner to the Gate houfe in Weftmin- 
fier, commanding the Keeper to Iet none fpeak with him ; 

and he remained there thirteen days, and then the bifhop fent 
‘two of his fervants to enquire how he did, and if he were the 
fame man, He anfwered, he was no changling, and defired 
that his friends might be permitted to cometohim, 

Upon the 2d of September the bifhop fent for Thomas 
Hawkes to his palace in London, and afked him, if he 
would go to the fermon at St Paul’s, where Dr. Gardiner, 
Jord chancellor, was to preach ; and Hawkes defired to go, 
And after fermon he was brought again to the bifhop’s palace; _ 

and the bifhop afked him, if he were the fame man he was 
before? Hawkes replied, I am no changling, nor none- 
will be. 

The bifhop faid, You fhall find me no changling neither. 

And fo went into his chamber, and did write the whole fide 
of afheet of paper. 
In the bithop’ s abfence, many perfons afked idee 
-queitions of Thomas Hawkes, but he refufed to difcourfe 
with them, unlefs they would fhew their commiffion to 
talk with him. 

When the bifhop returned, he began t to read to Hawkes 
what he had written in his paper, viz. 

Thomas Hawkes do here confefs and declare before 

‘my ordinary, Edmond bifhop of London, that the mafs is 
‘ abominable and deteftable, and full of all fuperftition ; and 
¢ alfo as concerning the facrament of the body and blood of 
Chrift (commonly called the facrament of the altar) that 
* Chriit is in no part thereof, but only in heaven. This 1 
‘have believed, and this I do believe.’ 
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Stop there, my Lord, faid Hawkes, What I have be- 
lieved what have you to do withal ? But what I do believe, 


to that ftand I, and will. 

"Then he. took his pen and faid, He would fcrape it out 
for his pleafure ; and fo he did to his thinking. 

Then he went on in reading his paper, and faid, 

‘I Thomas Hawkes have talked with my faid ordinary, 

© and with certain good, godly, and lcarned men, notwith- 
‘f{tanding I ftand {tilLin mine own opinion.’ 

Then Hawkes faid, Shall i grant you to be good, godly, 
and learned men, and yet grant myfelf to ftand in a contrary 
opinion ? No, I will not grant yo to be good, godly and 
learned. 

Bonner anfwered, You will grant you have talked with 
us, and the reft I will put out for your pleafure. Then 
faid all his doétors, if your Lordfhip be ruled by him, he 
_ will caufe you to put out all together. And then he read 
on, ¢ And hereunto this bill | have fet my hand.’ Then he 

offered Hawkes the bill and his pen, and bid him fet 
' his hand toit. But Hawkes faid, You get not my hand 
to any thing of your making or devifing. Wilt thou not 
fetthy hand to it? (faysthe bifhop) it fhall be to thy thame 
for denying it. Then he faid he peed have every man’s 
hand to it inhis chamber ; and fo he had. ‘Then the bifhop 
in great anger thruft Hawkes on the breaft, and faid he would 
be even with him, and all fuch proud knaves in Effex, with 
more threatning language. 


Then the bifhop read the paper again, and would have 


had Hawkes to take it in his hand, and return it back again 
to him. But Hawkes faid, What needs this ceremony ? 
it fhall neither come into my ‘hand, heart, nor mind. And 
fo the bifhop left him ; and he was fent back to prifon with 
his keeper. 

_ After all thefe private conferences between the bifhop of 
London and Thomas Hawkes without any effe&t ; at length 


the bifhop fummoned him, with divers others, to appear 


openly in the confiftory-court at St. Paul’s, both on the 
eighth and ninth of February, 1553, where Hawkes ap- 
eared. And then the articles and interrogatories, with the 
aforefaid bill of confeffion, were feveral times read unto 
him, and he ftood firmly to them: and when the bifhop, 


with the doors and lawyers, often called upon him to re- — 


cant, and turn again to the unity of the church; he 


courageoufly replied, That he would not; ; and atkdes if 


more. 
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moreover, eat if he had an hundred bodies, he would Cuffer 
them all to be torn in pieces, rather than to abjure or recant 
his faith, 

‘Then the bithop read the fentence of condemnation againft 
him, and five more, on the gth of February, 1555, in the. 
afternoon ; and be was fent back to prifon, where he remained 
till June following, and then he was delivered into the 
hands of the Lord Rich, and was fent down to Coxhall, in 
Effex, a market town about feven miles from Colchetter, 
where he was burned on the soth of June; 1555. | 

Mr. Hawkes gave many good exhortations and admonitions 
to his friends that came to vifit him, as he had opportunity 5 
and fome of them defired him, ifit wére poffible, to fhew them 
fome token, whereby they might underftand if the pain of 
burning was fo great thata man might not therein keep his 
mind quiet ‘and patient; which thing he promifed to do. 
And fo it was privately agreed between them, that if the rage 
of the pain were tolerable, and might be fuffered, then he fhould 
’ lift up his hands above his head towards heaven, before he gave 
up the ghoft, 

Not Ton after Thomas Hawkes was led to the place of 
execution by the appointment of the Lord Rich, ff others 
his. siiftante: where being faftened to the fake with a 
chain, there was a great “multitude there prefent; unto 
whom he fpake many things, and efpecially to the Lord 
Rich, reafoning with him of fhedding the innocent blood 
of the faints. ‘hen, after making his fervent prayers to” 
Almighty God, fire was-put to him: In which when he 
continued long, and when his fpeech was taken away by | 
the violence of the flame, and his fkin drawn together, 
and his fingers confumed, fo that all people thought he was 
certainly dead; all on a “fudden, contrary to all expectation, 

this good man and fervant to God, being mindful of the pro- 
- mife he had made to his friends, reached up his hands burning 
on a light fire, over his head, and which was wonderful to 
behold, clapped them three times together, as it feemed with 
great rejoicing: at the fight whereof there followed great 
 applaufe and fhouting of the people, efpecially of them that 
_ underftood the matter. And fo this blefled martyr ftrait- 
Way finking down into the fire, refigned his fpirit into the 

hands of June 10, 1555+ 


/ 
/ | 
j 
| 
if 
4 
. 
+ 
4 
/ 


( 495 ) 


SERMONS AND 


MR, DEACON’S SERMON AT MR. HARDSTAFF’S: 
ORDINATION, 


(Concluded from page 454-) 
IIT. A THIRD part of the fhepherd’s work is to feek 
that which is gone aftray. Luke xv. 4. my 
t. If you are ata diftance from peace ; if fin has feparated 
between you and your God; be fure that you do not endea- 
vour to hide yourfelves from your paftor. There is hardly 
any thing more frequent, nor more fatal than this weak, 
this daftardly conduct. Do you be ready to be found ; do 
not {hun him as your enemy; do not over run him that he 
may not catch you, but rejoice at his appearance. He 
comes to help you, to carry you in his arms to the Shepherd | 
and Bifhop of your fouls. ‘Think rationally, think icrip- ~- 
turally on your ftate. Confider what danger you are in, 
what enemies there are on every hand, that reitoration may 
be a matter of great importance in your view. If you are 
not recovered you are ruined, you are loft. = 
How many in this fituation make bad worfe by fhunning | 
their fhepherd! Be careful that this is not the cafe with 
you. If this part of his work be neceflary, make it as 
eafy to him as poffible. Let him have the joy of reftoringe 
the ftraying fheep, and you will have the advantage, and God 
2. Suffer the word of exhortation, of warning, of rebuke, 
If it feem clofer than you may think neceflary at the time, do 
not you refent it. He muft judge of meafure, manner, and 
matter. The fin may be greater than you may imagine, 
He may think it right to rebuke you fharply, that you may 
be found in the faith ; though you may think, yea, decaufe you 
may think there is no neceiffity for fuch clofenefs. lt may 
be proper however for the fake of others; one ftraying 
fheep will probably lead a confiderable part of the flock into 
mifchief. | 
IV. A fourth part of the fhepherd’s work is, to heal the 
difeafed. | 


1, Then, | 


—— 
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1. Then, when you are outof order, when you find your 
head fick or your heart faint, take with meeknefs the medicine 
which he prefcribes. However difagreeable and bitter it ma 
be tothe tafte, remember it is defigned, and hope that itis alfo 


calculated, for your good. When people are ill, they often 
have a badora faile appetite ; anda diilike to that which is 
- moit proper for them. This is true in a fpiritual fenfe. | 
_ Then let the fhepherd prefcribe from his great difpenfatory, — 
_ and take the potion which he adminiiters, with meeknefs and 


| 


2, ‘When you are wounded, let him apply the knife or the 
_ cauflic as he may think proper, and do you exercife patience 
even under the probe. Confider, you may lofe a limb or your 

Jife 1f you are not cured. Then let the wound be laid open, 


and the nlth and the proud fiefh taken from it, though it 
may give you exquifite pain; may even be like cutting 


off a right hand, or plucking out a right eye.—Do not bite 


like dogs, nor kick like mules; you are fheep, remember. 
Do not make your paftor afraid of touching you, left | 
he let you alone till the wound become incurable, and 


you die. 


3. Take care that you do not entertain hard thoughts of 


i. pe paftor, and imagine that he hurts you on purpofe, and 


as a pleafure in your pain. A light hand feems heav 


when laid ever fo gently on a fore place. It is not his 


hand which is heavy, but your flefh is tender. Remember 
that he has your real good at heart, and that he takes the beft 
method, according to his judgment, to cure you. ‘That 
his real object is your eternal falvation. This will enable 
you to love him, even while his hand feems heavy upon you. 

I fhall not detain you longer on the firft part of the fubjedt, 
but proceed immediately to the fecond, and on this be very 
‘Secondly; excite you to a cheerful obedience by a few 

1. Heis your feeder, your paftor. Surely you will feel 
a particular affeGtion to the man who is daily employed in 
providing food for your fouls. There is no perfon in the 
world of equal importance to you; this therefore calls for 
an efpecial regard to him, That you efteem him very highly 
in love for his work’s fake. ‘That you er him, as having 
the care of you and the rule over you. He is the angel of 
God. Rev. ii. 1. The ambatlador of Chrift, to publifh 
peace unto you. 2 Cor. v. 20. How beautiful on ~ 
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mountains are the very feet of fuch perfons! How much to 
be loved ; how greatly to be regarded ! 


2. He is your heavenly Father’s gift... The Lord gives 
_ paftors and teachers. He gives paftors according to his 


heart. Aud has he given you one? O! teeat him kindly for 


your Father’s fake. He once fent his beloved Son, and they — 
caft him out of the vineyard and flewhim. Luke xx. 12. 


- But thefe were not theep. No! furely you will not thus 
- treat your paftor. You will prize the gift for the fake of 
the giver. He takes a flighton his true minifters as a flight 
on himfelf; and alfothe contrary. Luke x.16. Inafmuch 


as ye have done it unto one of the leaft of thefe my brethren, 


ye have done it unto me, fays the Saviour of the world, 

- 3. Your own free choice. He is not impofed on you by 
a lord bifhop, nor by any earihly power. He is a man of 
your acquaintance, whofe life and doctrine you know and ap- 
prove. To whichI may add, this day’s public folemn en- 
gagement. Whata crowd; I had almoft faid what a cloud of 
witnefles have juft feen your hands held up in token, yea, 
In proof of your cheerful acceptance of him as your paftor! 
You have this day entered into a covenant to hear God’s 
word at his mouth ; to hear his voice as your guide under the 
great Shepherd.—Let not any’ part of this aflembly witnefs 
again{t you hereafter, and teftify that you flight him, difregard 


his teaching, grieve him, ftarve him, &c. whom you have this 


day chofen fo cheerfully, to labour among you in the word and 
doctrine | 

4: Your mutual comfort. Was the life of Jacob bound 
up in the life of his fon Benjamin? Gen. xl. 30. Would a 
_difafter happening to him bring the venerable father’s grey 
hairs with forrow to the grave? Thus between a paftor and 
his people there is a clofe connection, an intimate and a fpiri- 
tualcommunion. One cannot fuffer alone. If you pay a 
proper attention to him, this will grow ftronger and 
{tronger. He will love you better, feed you better, and do 
every thing better; and you will alfo efteem it better, when 
you love him. But if you become carelefs, fhy, fufpicious, 
&c. he will become fo too.—Then you will have mutual dif 
fatisfa€tion, mutual torment enough. 


5. The glory of God. A church of Chrift properly organ- 


ized dwelling in true harmouy, is like a little heaven below ; 
a type of the church triumphant; a figure of the general 
affembly in the upper world. How doth the God of love, 


of truth, and of peace dwell withthem? This is the houfe of 
God indeed; “ the pillar and ground of the truth.” Such 


achurch 
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_ a church is like “ a city fet on an hill, which cannot be hid.” 
Their light will ‘ fhine before men.”” Others will “fee 
their good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 
But how doth the light of a jarring, wrangling, covetous: 
peoplethine? Ileave this parttoyour refieStion, 
6. Ihe precioufnefs of the food: “ knowledge and under- 
fianding.”” He will not ftuff you with old wives’ fables; 
with the fancies of men, with the tradiiions of the elders, nor 
with the politics of the day. Nor will he enteitiin you 
with philofophy, nor with the fophiltry of the fchools, the 
morality of the pagans, &c, But with the knowledge of God, 


and an underftanding of the Moft High. He will feed you _ 


with “the fincere milk of the word, that you may grow 
thereby.” Meat which will nourifh your touls, and make 
you grow ftrong in the Lord, which’ will make you. fit for 
the fhelds above; the rich pafturcs in glory. 
- Tofpeak on the particular doctrines which it is hoped he 
will teach, rs quite too much for me to attempt, but I do 
mot-doubt but the gofpel of Chrift will be the principal. 
_ “Phis will be the ftanding difh. ‘This will not only decorate, 
_ but be the head of every meal, and other things will be placed 
im due order. Ps 

Surely, fuch motives as thefe, my brethren, wel! confidered, 
will induce you toefteem him as his character demands, and 
to follow him as he follows Chrift. = 

Thirdly ; conclude with fame particular directions and- 
_ 1.* Let me advife you to keep up a friendly freedom with 

your paftor. Be not too fhy nor tooatiuming. While you — 
love him with all the affection due to a father, regard him 
with all the reverence which is due to a father alfo. Let 
the elders which rule well be counted worthy of double 
_ honour, efpecially they who labour in the word and doétrine, 
Yours | truftis fuch anelder. Too muchawe will keep you 
at fuch a diftance, that you cannot commune with him on 
fubjects of the greateft importance with refpect to your peace 
and profperity ; efpecially your trials and temptations. “Too 
much freedom may alfo dwindle into trifling and impertinence, 
and make his advice and counfel fo cheap, that you may be 
ted to undervalue it, if not to contemn it, There is an honour, 
a deference, which is due to men of character and office, 
which fome too much overlook ; the effects of which have 
proved pernicious. Ifa paftor be not to be a lord over God’s 
heritage, he is not to bea flave to it. “Fhough he be but a 
fheep withthe reft of you, yet he is the moft eminent. bo 
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call which has this day been ratified, gives him a dignity 
among you, which no other perfon enjoys. Only the chrome 
can take from him that dignity which the church has conferred 
on him: 
- 2. Give him intelligence and affiftance. He cannot fee 
you all at once, and every day all day long. Be eyes, and 
ears, and hands, and feet, for him, as Prowdeade may enable 
you. When any thing. is wrong, let him know in a prudent 
“manner, and at the firft propertime. There may be a great 
deal of evil in the church, and he know nothing of it, unlefs 
you give him intelligence. Ihave exhorted you to let him 
know the ftate of your own fouls already; now I exhort 
- you to give him information of the ftate of others, who have 
not the thoucht, the prudence, the confidence, to do it them- 
felves, efpecially in cafes of immorality. 
_ But do not only give him intelligence, but affiftance alfo, 
particularly in matters of difcipline. Do not leave all the 
difagreeable work to him. When correétion is neceflary, 
it fhould be inflicted by the whole church. If this be done 
by the paftor alone, a diflike to him may be the confequence. 
‘Then his preaching may be of little ufe to the offended 
perfon or party. And their diflatisfation may be in many 
ways injurious to others, and ultimately, to the church at 
large. For the words of difaffeéted people will “eat as 
doth a canker.’’ ise 
3. Do not expect too much from your paftor; he is but 
aman, a frail man, a man of infirmity, a man of paffions. 
Some are ready to act as though they thought, that minifters 
have no temptations, no weaknefles. But this is quite a 
wrong idea! Minifters can err, and often do err, and fome 
moft grievoufly: God grant that your paftor may be kept at 
leaft trom prefumptuous fins. But on the other hand, be 
very careful that you do not fufpect him on too flight evidence, — 
nor cenfure him without good proof. Againft an elder you 
are not to receive an accufation but before two or three 
witnefles. 12 Tim. v. 19. ‘There will be many eyes upon’ 
him, and fome will probably raife fcandalous reports from 
mere trifles ; yea, he may fuffer for righteoufnefs fake. If he 
fhould be overtaken in a fault, ye who are fpiritual, reftore 
him “ in the fpirit of ineeknefs,” 
_ | would recommend it to you who are fathers in point of 
age, and wife through much experience, to have an eye, a cha- 
-ritable eye upon him, and to be fo free with him as to point 
out any material errors or impropricties in his converfation, 
doétrine or life; or to givehim any friendly hint’by which he 
may 
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may be enabled to improve in his facred office. He , I doubt 
not, will take it kindly : will love you more affectionately for . 
fuch faithful tender care. 
4. I hope you have other officers in the church; fuch as. 
have the care of your fecular concerns. Let thefe conficer it 
as a part of their duty, and let the church charge it on them 
as fuch, to have a due regard to the comfortable fubfiftetice 
of your paftor. Do not you, my brethren, let him go till he 
complains, before you think about his wants. It is your 
duty to make frequent and friendly enguiry into his flate, 
that you may know what he may want, and take timely 
care for hisfupply. It is the ordinance of God that “ thofe 
who preach the gofpel fhould live of thie gofpel,”’ not ftarve. 
If 1 muft go without relief, till Linform my chuich of what 
I want, probably my affairs would be in a bad fituation, 
almoft too bac to be remedied, both with refpect to body, 
mind and eftate. If he has a property of his own, it is well 
for him ; but that isnot at your command. ‘+ Who goes a 
warfare at his own charges?” I hope you have not the 
meannefs to defire him to maintain himfelf while he works for 
I hope you will pardon me that I am fo preffing on this 
point. My apology isthe importance of it. It is probably 
_ the firft time that this has been done to you; and we hope it 
will be long before it is neceflary again. Your paftor can, 
as occafion requires, prefs you to your duty in other refpedcts. 
But this he never, with atolerable grace,can perform. And 
 fhould he attempt it, it is much to be feared, it would not be 
fo well received.—To conclude: | 
Often reflect on what a bleffing you enjoy. Have you a 
_ paftor according to God’s heart? Has he had it in his — 
heart to give you one? O blefs the Lord with all your heart, 
ferve him with all your foul, 
‘Remember how many churches are without paftors; and 
 efpecially paftors according to God’s heart ; and what they 
muft fuffer for want of them. You, my friends, have known 
this long, and therefore knowhow to fympathize with them. 
« Paftors after God’s heart are not to be found in every 
hedge bottom,” was the faying of an old difciple of Jefus. 
‘This many know by painful experience. _ : 
Remember once more. If he be a paftor according to 
God’s heart, and you difregard him, flight his inftructions, 
grieve his foul by unkind treatment, God will furely take 
notice of it, and he may in difpleafure take him away, and 


fend youa butcher. Ail are not paftors according ta God's 
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heart who wear blue and black. There are wolves’ in fheeps 
cloathing, who will not {pare the flock. Ads xx. 29. But, 
if you attend to the counfel which he gives you; walk in. the 
ways of the Lord according todivine direction; obferve the 
inftitutes of Chrift with -fimplicity and perfeverance, foon 
you, with your paftor, fhall feed on better fare in a better 
country, where your eyes fhall behold the King in his 
beauty, and enjoy the {miles of his countenance, the’ riches 
of his grace, and the fulnefs of his glory, throuzh eternal 
generations. Amen and amen. 


MEAVENLY PATHS. 


(Concluded from page 467.) 


SERIOUS SELF-ENQUIRIES FOR BVER¥ MORNING, 


1. WAS Godin my thoughts at lying down, and rifing 
up? and were the thoughts of him {weet and precious to my 
2. “In what frame is my heart this morning? Do I admire 
adding 


/ 


the goodnefs of God in the laft night’s fleep, and for 
more time to my life? And am [heartily thankful?” 
3. & Can I really commit myfe!f andall my affairs to God 
ths day, to be guided by his counfel, protected and provided 
for by his care, and tobe intirely and chearfully at his difpofal ?”” 
4. *% Am I refolved to fpeak for God and his glory? And 
in the ftrength of Chrift will I neither be afraid, med, nor 
weary of well-doing?” 
5. “ AmTachild of God, anheir of glory; or, a flave to 
fin, and a child of the devil? If I am God’s child, thould I not 
wear the garments of righteoufnefs? If an heir of heaven; 
fhould I not caft off the rags of corruption, and take heed of 
— defiling myfelf with fin? Should 1 nat do more than others ?”* 
6. “© Who is the greateft deceiver? If my heart, thould F 
not be jealous and watchful over it? Where are the greateft 
dangers, and moft pernicious miftakes? If in foul-concerns, 
fhould I not venture the lofs of all, rather than lofe my precious 
neveredying foul?” 
Who are my moft implacable, powerful, and foulg 
but the world; the and the devil? 
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And fhould I not watch and be fober, fo as neither to idolize 
the fi 4, pamper the fecond, or litten to the third ?” 


8.“ Whois, or can be, my beft friend, but God? And 
fhould 1 not fear his difpleafure more than death, defire his fa- 
vour more than life, and through all the day love, honour and 
obey him?” " 

9» * Where is the greateft vanity and vexation, but in the’ 


world?) And fhould I not live above it? Is not codlinefs the 


greateft gain? And fhould I not make it my chief bufinefs ?” 
Io. What is my heavenly work, but to run a race, fight; 


» ftrive, and wreftle? And can I do all this without care, dili- 


gence, and watchfulnefs 7 

11. “ Whofe eyes will be upon meall this day, to obferve 
my head and heart, my lip and life, but his, who is the Judge of 
all the earth? And dare I finin his prefence, and affront him | 


tohis face ?”’ 


12. “ IfI fhould fpend this day in vanity, idlenefs, and 
fin, will it not be forrowful at night? If I fpend it holily and 
profitably, fhall | not pray with greater confidence, lie down ° 
more peacefully, and have the teftimony of confcience for my 

13. “ How would I have this day appear at the day of judg- 


ment? Ought not my thoughts, words, and ations, to be fuch 
as I thal] then with them to have been ?”’. 


14. “ Howmay I this day order my fecular bufinefs with | 
moft wifdom,and prudence, integrity and uprightnefs, and for 


‘my real advantage ?” 


«¢ AmI now fit to draw nigh to God in prayer ; and, 
eek firft,@nd as my chief concern, the kingdom of God 


and his tighteoufnefs 


‘SERIOUS SELF-ENQUIRIES FOR EVERY EVEN-= 


= 1. “) WHAT have I done this day for God and his glory ? 
Whatcan llook back upon with comfort?” 

2. “In what frame hath my heart been all this day? 
Have I moft defired heavenly or earthly things? Hath my 


joy been more in God, and in the hope of future glory, than 


in worldly riches, honours aud pleafures? Was my grief more 


for fin; or for the troubles of life? Havel moft derived com- 


fort from broken cifterns, or from God the fountain?” _ 

3. % What were my intentions? Have I been fincere, and 
maintained a confcience void of offence toward God, and to- 
ward men? Did I eat and drink, pray and converfe, to the 
glory of God, or was felf uppermoft in all?” 4. What | 

| | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i can | 
ING. 
| 
| 
| 
= 
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_. 4. © What fpiritual duties have I performed this day ? Did 
I regard the manner, as well as the matter; and do them out 
_of confcience, and. not out’ of cuftom? Did I pray fervently 
and read and meditate fo as to affect my heart ?” PSS 
5+ “ How faithful, diligent, and careful have I been in my 

pags, on calling? Have there been no idle hours in the 

_ 6. What has been my company this day? What good 

have I done to thein, or received. from them? Did I reprove, 


exhort and ftrengthen, encourage, comfort and warn, as the 
matter required ?” | 


4 


7- “ How have! borne the troubles and crofles of this day? 
Did [neither defpife them, nor faint under them ; neither en- 
benign hatd thoughts of God, nor utter rafh words againft 
8. *¢ What were my temptations this day? Was T eafily 
drawn into fin, or reftrained and over-awed by God’s all- 
feeing eye, merciful heart, or avenging hand? Was I foon 
angry, and my anger of long continuance, and have I repented 
of it? What conviction, mercy, or warning did I fin 
 againft ae | 
g. ‘* What were my enjoyments, and how was my heart | 
under them? Was [I atfected with the goodnefs of God 
to me in my health, friends, and eftate, and unfeignedly 
thankful, and therefore chearfully fruitful in good works ?” 
Io. ‘* What have I learnt this day? Have I got more 
heart-affeGting knowledge of God and his glory, of 
felf and my fins, of this world and that which is to 
come ?” 


a1. ** What have I remembered of the word of God, 
whether read or heard? Was any fcripture {weet to my 
foul? Did I by faith make any promife my own? Did any 
particular precept regulate my conduct 
12. What graces have I efpecially exercifed ? Have 

I lived. by faith, loved God with all my heart, denied myfelf 
for Chrift? Have I had recourfe to God the Father, as my. 
portion and happinefs ; to Chrift, as my Saviour, Interceffor 
and Friend ; and to the Holy Spirit, as my guide, ftrength 
and comforter ; cherifhing, and not quenching his gracious 
influences't” 
13, “ Have I been fuitably affected with the fins, or 
miferies of others, whether friends or foes, abroad or at home ?- 


Have I had a compaflionate heart, and bountiful hand, to any 
in want 


4A2 Have 


4 
»* 

5 

? 


| | | 
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Have I éfpecially done good unto them | are of 


| the houfhold of faith, and honoured them that fear the | 
* Lord, though in rags and fores like a Job, or a Lazarus ; | 
and efteemed fuch as orient pearls, though found on a dung- 


Is. ‘ Did the church of God, and the interef of Chrift, lie 


near my heart? Have I heartily prayed for the welfare of 
Zion, and mourned it’s defolations, and preferred Jerafalem 


above my chief joy ?” 
996. & Gan my family, or thofe that beft know me, f peak 


beft of me ‘Have I been, and done good, as or 


wife, as parent or child, as mafter or fervant ? Have I wrong- 
ed no man in his eftate, by over-reaching him; in his name, 
by flandering or backbiting ; in his foul or body, by neg- 
leGting his fin or trouble ? Have I done to Ornerty as I wou uld 


they thould do to me?” 
Have I forgiven my enemies, Fejoiced in ‘others 


Aappinefs, and neither envied nor coveted, any man’s honour, 


riches or friends ? Have I not quarrelled with my neighbours ; 
‘ut endeavoured to heal breaches, and follow peace with all 


men! | 
Hath my deportment been her, difcrect, and 
ferious ? Have I been neither vain, wanton, nor satidy in my 


temper or converfation ?” 
19. ** Have I defpifed the glory of this world, and ace 


counted it but lofs and dung, for Chrift and grace err: 


a0. Have I really death before me, and confidered 


“my life as a vapour, or a fhadow? What preparations have 
J made for dvath ? If God fhould this night clofe my eyes 
gn death, how is it like to be with my foul : ; 
under the guilt of one allowed fin : ” ; 
21. Inconceivably great, glorious a as the 
day of judgment will be, dare I meet one; coming in 
flaming fire, with his mighty angels to. ‘take yengeance i 
Will my graces bear the trial that day? have 
this day fearched, judged, and condemned myfelf 


> a2. Do I believe the torments of hell to be eters | 

nal? And do I indeed fly from the wrath to come : gat 
a3. $* Have I this hae by faith, beheld the new Jerufalem, 
meditated on it’s glory, and lived and converfed as an heir 


of ic?” 
24. * In all I have done, have I looked at God more 


than man, and been more concerned to cleanfe the heart, 
than | a fair fhew in the ficth 


as. Dare 


| 


Dare I lie down 


| 
| 
| 
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AND £ 
“ Dare I lie down this night without praying to 


proteétion and blefling, and the falvation of my foul ?” 


RULES FOR THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE LORD'S 


DAY. 


Satan, diftraG ordivertme!” 
3. As foon as you awake i the morning of this facred 
day, direct your hearts and cyes heaven-ward. Blefs God 


that you fee the light of another fabbath, in’ which your foul 


may be furnifhed.with grace, and be fitted for glory. Call 


upon the Lord, to pardon your defeGtive preparations, bear. 
with your infirmities, accept your poor fervices, and enrich. 
> 


you with “ graces and confolations, 


4. Pro. 


Tt 


tee 


— 


=" 


1. Wifely contrive the day before, that you may have no nat 
unneceflary work to employ your hands or heads an God’s _ 
day. ‘Think ferioufly, What a weighty bufinefs am 
going about! My worldly affairs are but trifles to this. What te 
are fhops, fhips, or farms, to Chrift, grace, or heaven ? Can biel 

1] I he too careful, or folemn, in the work of God, my foul, and ia 
eternity ? How holy and heavenly fhould my thoughts and a 
lips, my defires and purfuits be onthe Lord’s day!” Hie 

ps, My +p § Gay 
2. Prepare for this holy day,—by examining your heart 

and Jife. Confider what fins you have to confefs, mouta i 

over, and pray againit; what mercies for foul or body are a 
wanted by vourfelf or others ; what bleffings have bees 
received ; and what thanks are to be returned. Think with — iB 
yourfelf, ‘*‘ What good did I get by any former fabbath, | 

and particularly by the laft ? Was my heart then broken foe if 
fin, or warmed with divine love ? Have I firmly believed, and H 
faithfully obeyed, the truths I then learnt ?”—Pray that the 
fabbath before you may be the beft you ever kept ; that your | 

heart may be more humble, tender and heavenly ; that God 

may reap more glory, and vou more {piritual profit; and that | 
this may be an earneft to you of keeping an eternal fabbath 

with God in glory. Particularly beg, **O God of grace, | 
prepare a fuitable word for my foul! Let the minifter’a 
mouth be opened, his heart enlarged, and his meffage be ac- ; | 
cording to thy holy will! Enter thou inte thy temple, and | 
crown thy ordinances with thy prefence and bleffing! Give © | 

me, Lord, the hearing ear, the feeing eye, and the undefftand- ¢ | 

ing heart, that 1 may receive with meeknefs the ingrafted | 
word! Q let not my heart deceive me ; nor the ; ‘nor 
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4. | 
| 
| 


| 


4. Proceed to folemn meditation, till your is 
with confidering, either—the majefty of the God you afe to 


Wait upon ;—or, the vilenefs of fin, and yourfelf by reafon of 
‘fin ;—or, the excellencies of Chrift, and the greatnefs of his 


love ;—or, the heavenly nature of divine worfhip, and the gain 
of godlinefs ;—or, the vanity of the world ;—or,; the worth 
of your immortal foul ;—or, the rage and policy of your fpi- 


ritual enemies ;—or, the deceitfulnefs of your own heart ; 


| 


or, the torments of hell ;—or, the joys of heaven. 
 §. Carefully and confcientioufly ‘perform the religious 


_ duties of your family, as well as your clofet. See that your 


fervants and children wafte not this morning in fleep or idle- 
nefs. Call them to join with you in reading, finging and 
prayer. Inform them of the glorious Mafter you ferve, 


the immediate bleffednefs of fuch fervice, and the abundant 
reward attending it, even life everlafting, Convince them_ 


of the danger of neglecting his fervice, or trifling with it. 
Charge them to be conftant and ferious in clofet, family, and 
public worfhip ; yea, watch over them with a Jealous 


and affeCtionate heart. 


6. Endeavour to attend thinte|pubilic miniftrations,, which 
are moft foul- iearching, and finner-alarm- 
ing. 
9. In going to the ‘houfe of God it you are alone, 
think, “ Q that God would meet all his paethibppest, and 
blefs my foul!—If you are in company, talk of God and 


his word, but without pride or affeCtation; or hearken to’ 
the heavenly difcourfe of others; but if they: are fuch as 
favour only of earth, and defpife or 


leave them. | 
8. As you enter the houfe of God, lift up your hearts to 


' bien 9 in fuch breathings asthefe. ‘ Lord, thou haft promifed 
be in the midft ot thy people. O let thy goodnefs 
before us! Let us fee thy power and thy glory in thy fan@u- 


ary | Bow the heavens and come down! Let thy. greatnefs 


‘gwe us, and thy goodnefs refrefh and delight us !”” 


9. In the houfe of God, make a coven ant with your eyes, 


_ and take heed of a wandering heart. Fix your eyes on- 
the winifter, your ears on the word, and your heart on 


God. | 
TO. Be tpi iritual in every part of the fervice.—While the 


minster is confefling fin, let your heart melt, and even bleed» 
and break. When he begs for mercy, let your whole foul 
| pant after it.- —When he offers praite, let all that is within 


you 


+ 
| 
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you blefs God's holy, name.—In finging, let your ‘heart make 
melody to the Lord, that when your voice is high, your 
~ heart may not be low and dead.—When the word is read 
or pre cached, ferioufly recollet, ‘* This is the word of 
God. It is his command, and dare. I difobey it? Does 
he threaten thefe judgments, and denounce thefe curfes on 
finners, and mutt not I tremble? Are thefe his calls and 
Invitations, his great and precious promifes, and fhall 

I reful thom? Ye everlafting doors of my heart, 
open, and the King of Glory fhall come in!” While the 
minilter progounces the bleffing, hafte not away, (a fault 
too common, but hope, defire, and believe, it fhall come 
down upop you with a divine efficacy. 

11. When you come from the houfe of God, ike 
heed left Satan catch . away the feed that is fown, or 
the thorny cares of the world choke it, Let not yain 
difcourfe proceed from. your lips as foon as God’s word 
is out of the minifier’s. But beg of God, that the word 
you have heard may not be as water fpilt upon the 
ground ; pray that your memory may retain it, your heart 
love it, and your will obey it; that it may dettroy your 
lufts, fire your zeal for God, and fill your mouths with 
good words, and your hands with good works. 

12. When you dine, let not your table become a (nare 
to your foul, and therefore eat no more than will fit 
you to ferve God, with chearfulnefs and vigour. Beg a 
divine blefling on the food of foul and body. Both 
fitting down, be rifing up, let your heart be ieee. and 
your difcourfe favoury, feafoned with grace. 

13. After dinner, either repeat what you have | been 
hearing, or read in your bible, or in fome other good book. 
Thus endeavour to imprefs your own mind, and thofe around - 
you, with the things which you have heard, and not to let 
them flip. 

_14.. Return with your family to the houfe of God. 
not half a day enough for God and your foul. If you come 
before the fervice begins, {pend the interval in devout medi- 
tation, or in religious difcourfe. It is lamentable to fee a 
church-yard filled with idle perfons, talking of their worldly 
affairs, or any thing rather than their fouls. They little 
think how bufy Satan is with them, fowing his feed in their 
hearts, that God’s feed may find no place there, How 
much better if they were faying, ‘© What a good word have | 
we heard we morning ! How fhall we farther provide for. 
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| 


this Whatever do, warm your 
own heart with love to God, and delight in his fervice. A 
earelefs heart, a drowfv body, dull and dead fer- 
vices are not fit for a living God. 

15. Take heed how you eend the evening. The heart 
‘is apt to be vain, after the public duties of the day. If God 


has made any ferious impreffions on your heart, let them be 


eherifhed and firengthened by the concluding worthip of 


your family and clokt, and Alfo by your eat and profitable : 


talk with thofe around you. — 

16. Before you lie down at night, review the w hote work 
of the day. Take the fliame of every defeét to yourfelf, 
and give God the glory of every excellence. Humbiy ac- 


knswitilce, ‘* God is worthy of a better tongue than mine to 


praife him, and a better heart to love him. Could { have 
done all that is commanded, I fhould be an) unprofitable 
fervant. Whatam | then, while every duty is mixed with 
fin, and with unnumbered failings?” Reft on nothing you 
have done, for acceptance and falvation, but on Chri alone. 
Renounce all confidence in your own righteoufnefs, and expec 


all bleffings and prays) only ta flow fa you in the blood 
of Chiitt. 


MILETTER FROM/MR, J. 5. TO BROTHER IN 


THE MINISTRY. 


March 19th, 1798. 


Dear Brother, 
[ TAKE this opportunity of addreffing thefe few lines 
to you, fincerely wifhing they may find you and 
yours in the enjoy ment of all needful bleflings, | both for 
sme and eternity. It. would yield me pleafure, could 
tell you we are all in health, but it is far otherwife ; my 
eld complaint {till remains: but the Lord deals very sently 
with me ; bleffed be his holy name. My wife is ftill la- 
bouring under the affliGtion which took place in her leg 
more ¢ than two years which 1 is now fettled in| her foot, 


a very 


| 

| 

| 
| 
i 
j 
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forfaken: 


CORRESPO NDENCE. 


a very painful fwelling with running ulcers, by which! to- 


gether with 
a great mea 


ikeleton ; ic 


be expected 
the better : 
fible. 


want of appetite, and other infirmitics, the is in 
fure confined to her bed, and almoft re tduce dtoa 
» that to all human appearance, her’Jife cannot 
to continue long, without a fpeedy alteration tor 
only we know, that with God nothing ts impot- 


Thefe are trying bur God forbid that 


we fhould ever repine at his proceedings, who is righteous in 


all his 
we fit loofe 

What wi 
vil. 29, 30. 


s, and holy in all his works. How needful that 
to every thing below the f{kies 
ifdom is difplaved im that divine language 1 Cor. 


“The time is fhort ; it rem. ineth that hea 


that have wives be as thon, sh they ‘had non: , and they that 


weep, as t 


rough they wep ndgt; and they that rejoice, as 


though they rejoiced not : for th the fathion of dis world 


affeth awaly.”” 
"I think I fee more and more the great need of divine 
ftrengzth to/fupport, and wifdom to direct; my work is great, 


and ttre nvth {mall, 
the feriptures, that tribulation has been 


{faints 1n all 


aman for the punifhment of his fins?” 


afflictions, 
more 
not at the t! 


but God is all-fufficient. We learn from 
the | lot. of tine 
ages; and “ Why fhould a living man complain, 
OL icc thefe 
which are but for a Pap jar work for us a far 
ding and eternal weight of glory; while we look 
nines which are feen} but at the things which are 


not feen: for the things which are leen are témporal, but 
the things which not feen, are eternal, 
i hope, Gear brother, that tic Lord is giving you prot- 


perity, In warning poor finners of 


their danger, ‘proclaii ming 


the glad tidings of falyvation, and building up the faints on 


their moit 


portant; but let us ever rene! nber | 


faid: * Lo} 


iS very Gifmeult and tm- 
sim who. hath 
fam with you aly Ways, CV in to the end of the 


holy | faith. “his work 


world.’’. Some of ancient faints 


every hour 


diftreffed : 


continuin 
Our utmoit 


This is an age in which iniquity 
true religion 1s “dreadfully neoldcted ; even ay 
fhiné. of the golpel, how m Many 
fhadow of death ! 


putting on 


helmet the hope of {alvation.’’ 
On 


perpiexed, not in 


ftood in 
sre “ troubled on every lide, yet noe 
hut not- 
down, but not det troyed, Herel we hive 
city, let us ever be feeking one to & 1% and ufe 
endeavours to excite others to d» 


and m wh ch 


they Wwe 


abounds, 


walk in darcnets, and) the 
But ‘¢ let us|)who are of the day be f 


{pbder, 
the breati-plate of faith and love, 


aad for an 


4.5 The 


Lasts 
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| 
a 
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| 
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word of God to A | iS vel Fear 
not, Abraham, I am thy fhicld, and hy exceeding ¢ rreat 
reward:’’ and to his {piritual feed, Fear not, little floc: 
it is your Father's pleafure to. give y u | the kined om. 
The fhafts of death are flying thick aro and | Usk how foon 
we inzy be away we know not; but nly to de- 
to b> wick Chrift, is far better than to be in fuch 
a)miferable world as thiss A lively hope of heaven is the 


‘ 


There faail we view the dear Redetmér’s face, 
And fine the wonders of redecnuny) grace ; 

And never tire of that divine EMpioy,. 

But endieis ages fhall incre: fe the Woy. 

| 

‘Times with us are very trying at prefent, molt things 
dear, trading bad, wage S|} very jow, and work yery f{earce, 
Yo that many perions have nothing to do, which is very diftret- 
fing; our friends are mattly in mioderak health, but many 
of them Jabouring under the difficulti¢gs above) mentioned, 
Pleate to CLV ec my ate ful pects to your friends, whom 

moi t fincercly efteem. 
That the beft! of bleiy oS 
prayer of your broth 


ing 


ta 


ay attend jyou and jyours is the 
ier, 


of Letter to th e Editor. | 
SIR, i 
YOUR very kind | etter [ received with pleafure on feveral 
accounts; and asmy hufband is this day to {et off for Lon- 
don, | Brace the oppor tunity of complying with your re- 
queff, and t y him fend to the Church ‘ Chrift, to my beit 
friends and (for fuch I efteer beligvets) the | 
excellent of the earth, with whom is my delight: and here 
proceed to IVE } you a iimple account how it fares with me. 
Firft as it refpe cts temporals; and here, Sir, often think 
of your ‘remarks HPs on the 12th of Lacy - Fic that formed 
the ‘body y, can ealily provide for the body; he that OaVve lite, 

can with infinite eafe give food for thé fuppert of that hfe.’ 
{s not the life more than meat, and the boc y than raiment ? 
Yes it IS § and to the praife > of his name he-has helped me to 
ttuft in him, when there has been no fruit on the vine, no 
herd in-the ftall;. and when I have walked through the dark- 
nefs, and could fee no light. The Lord has opened rivers 

- in dry places, and made “the wildernefs to become a pool; 
and hitherto [ have lacke in for no good thing, Do you kindly 


¢ 
* 
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alk, Is it Well with me, is it well with my hufb and, iS it well 
With Ny It 1$ well; for lid ali things 1S 


the will of the concerning ust iat) this time, we 


appointments of my hufband s Wuline \ ét he hds 


condefcended to blefs me in the work and jabour of ny hands, 


anid raifea up many friends ected quarters, may” 
fay in England and Wale - 1 this day receive a fecond | 
young wofman fron ois come under my care for. 
a time, through the kind reconimendation of a church mini ter 
in this nei 

ne{s, and 
a Charge 
feel a pleafure in Wearing myte 


srbourhood, have reafon to at my weak- 
eat untitnel in ref fOr {oO Importan 
s that of cultivating the minds of you UE yee Lihall 

f out if the Lord i is ph aled to 


hat the earth is the iLord’s and 
the fulicis thereof, and 1 define to dependant upen him 
by the ite hath given fie fach a rich ex; ncrience of his 
wildom, power, an voodnefs, us i think cou Id not have had 
In any other way, than ina fu ceflion of triais. 
And now, dear Sir, | proceed to give fome account of the 
ftate of h my mind, On my part, | have much to complain 
of, that | make { aan poor returns for the debt of I ve l owe. 
That I find. no more fervour and zeal in every act of devotion 
yet the often. wi ling) the fh is weak, y 


f 
blefs iny Poor endeavours. i truft he ever will enable us to 
provide tl ings honeit in the Hg tof ail mien, for thie honour and 
credit of he moutns of gainfayers. My 


heart rejo 


i fi the necelity Of ‘ing de ilk the A of 
i 


to afx for animal ftreneth ai {pirits, as well as mental “abili- 


ties, to Garry me through the | wiinels of every Jay, But here 
Il finda ‘weet retréeati: “this IS My privilege, thts my hap: inefs, 


to draw high to the Father of | foirits,- tne giver of every eobd 

and perfect cift, through a dear Mediator. “Tis here i tind 
{wect the moments, rich in bled fing, wile faith and hope are 
exercifed upon that rich inher itance, purchafed by J -fus for 
he, this ny foul that i 
yho now poitels the p,omiles 5 


— 


J 
Ca we I lend, A 


7 


bh hour, | meet, while prefing on to God.” Once more, 
my feal, that God is true; and 1 Know in whom | 
have believed, and he will kee MY al il chat i have committed to 
his care} till that period, when faich| aud hope amall be known no 


| more: 


| 
4 
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more; but faints tor ever love. Breth: ren, pra Ly for me, that 
I may be kepe ftediaft, unmoveable, alwa ays abounding in the 


work of the Lord, | 


have hel fom e conii additions to ouring Bhp. 


tit churches ; and we expe at very fhortly, an addition to Mr. 


B——’s. Several are w ait, ing for baptifn, ; one of which is 


Our icrvant, a valuable young woman; and we have feveral 
young people {tirred up to attend. prayer- -meetings. 
Leecar Sir, I have fearce left room to fay, |] rejoice that you 


have fo much comfort in your children. My fitter had inform- 


ed me of your daughter’s marriage. We pleefed ourfelves 


much, in the expe-iation of feeing you this fon ima. Mr. 


fays, he fhould be very happy to {ee you ; he returns his kind 
refpects. With love to the brethren, I remain, dear Sir, 
affectionately yours, in the bonds of the galpel, 

A. M. 


|. AN ACT OF PRAISE. 


< BLESS the Lord, O my foul, and | all that is within 


me, blefs his holy name. Blets the Lord, ig my foul, and 
forget not all his benchits. QO praife the Lord, all ye works 
of his, in all places of his dominions: Praife the Lord, O 
my foul.”” Pfal cui, 1. 22.—Let me magni ify that orcat God, 
whom. angels praife ; whem dominions ado: 3 Whom powers 
fal] down and tremble before; whofe excellent glory, cheru- 
bim and feraphim proclaim, with loud inceflant voices: Let 
me then bear a part too, in this heavenly fone ; and together 
with angels, and archangels, anid ail the company of heaven, 

raife and ma 2gnify that mott olorious name ; let me exert the 
utmoit of my “ {kill and power, in this tribute, to the fame 
common Lord;'and fay with them, as a poor mortal is able, 


holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hoits ; Heaven and earth are 


full of thy glory: Glory , be to thee, O Lord, moft hich. 
How deeply art thou indebted, O my foul, to that bleffed 
Being, from whom thou haft sicalied thy exiffence! Br it, 
canfider, my foul, he has given thee a great deal more than a 


bare exiitence, by making thee a beautiful, and. a glorious 


‘creature. Nor did the m unificence of this noble Benefaor, 
content itfelf with? an decree of beauty ; for he hath 
wrought thee up to the higheft perfection, and formed thee 

| into 


. é 


| | | e 
into a refemblance of his own divine excellencies. H 


then, O 


thou Cat 


my God, my life, my ftrength; affift the @*tes 


ft not but approve, and make me capable of clorify- 


ing thee, Shed abroad thy light, and thy love, in my heart 


put thy 
thy | 


word in my mouth, that my heart may be filled with 
iife, and my tongue me ling of thy glory and irae, 


all the diay long. 


But | 


n regard, praife is nat comely in the mouth of an un- 


renewed finner; and ty alay' am’ a man of unclean lips, 
purge me, I betecch thee, from all manner of impurity 5 


touch 


Ifa. vi. 


my heart and tongue, with a coal from thine altar,’ 
5. wath away my filth, and purify all my droits; fo 


fhall | be fit, through the oreat Mediator, to ofter thee the 


{acrifice 


of Dtaile. “And when I do fo, be thou gracioufly 


pleafed to accept the little [ can give, according to the in- 


clinatior 


and lincerity of. my heart. || O, “let the con- 


tinual, and the moft delightful remembrance of thee, diffule 


a contta 
a mott 


int joy throug my whole foul, and tranfport) it with 
ardent love of invifible bicfings, that my affections 


may rife from earth to heaven; from temporal; objects, to 
eternal ; 


aud from the dark confuléd view of the e Creature, to 


the aftgnifhing and beatific vilion of the Creator. But, 


my 


foul, let me open | another more amazing fcenk 


of kindnefs from the Father of mercies: though in giving 
thee being only; this fingle blefling is great enough to 
challenge 7 continual praiie and love. But. this is not 
all ; when thou hadit fullied and deformed thyfelf by fin, 


whole majefty fhone fo glorioufly 


bright |in thy crea tion 5 he whofe glory is above the 
heavens, and whom angeis adore, he came down from his 
throne on high, took. upon himiclf mortality, he endured the 
agonies| of the crofs—he vanquifhed death—he reftored 


mankind. Stand ftill, my foul, and with a holy aftonifh- 


com plic 


and of 


ment, gaze this feries of wonders—this ineftimable 


ation of mercies. Too late, alas! it is my God, 


that [am brought to a due fenfe and knowledge of thee, 


a 


Jefus. A_ thick and gloomy cloud 


hung too long before my blinded eyes, through which [ 


Was 


t able’ to difcern the fun of righteoufnefs and 


light of truth. But thou halt now, blcfled be thy 


name, 


folved this 


fpakeft 
the hor 


© Son of God, for ever blefled be thy love, dif- 
rofs night whi¢h {wam before my eyes; thou 
the word, and behold I fee. Then did I firtt difeover 
ror of my former darkness, the difmal abyfs in 
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his glorious image, and funk thyfelf into the 
depths of m: fery ; ; he 


which 


™ 


} 
P me, 
| 
| 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


which I lay and trembled at the re) 
fiate! O mot uncomfortable blindnels, whieh all the light 
of heaven did ‘not penctrate ! O deplorable ignorance ! 
which. knew not Him who made me, preferves me, in 
whom I live, move, and have ‘my being. But, now will 
I fing of thy fovereign grace, now will { magnify thy name, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
\. 
| 
| 


O Lord, who art my refurreciion and my life for that, by 


eseating me. anew in Chrift Jefus, thou given me a 


| 
| 
| 


ert of fuch excellent glory, as to become a child of God. 
Had I any right, any pretence at ail, to this. glorious privile ge 
_ ef being made capable of this divine fonthip? No, no, it was 
oy goodnefs, thy free grace alone which gave me.th s honour: | 
oO on inettimable !— Was ever any thing like this heard of? _ 
‘Can. | without amazement think of grace fo ineffable? Or 
forbear admiring and exulting with of, joy, at the | 
infinite goodnefs of thee, my God, and the love wherewith: | 
thou loveft me? For this love, all honour and praife be af- 
¢ribed unto thee, O Lord Moft High! O that I May grow, | 
and continue for ever, fledfaft in thy love, that may pay 
thee all the affetion | with could, all owe and 
‘fhould pay ; that thou mayeft be my only aim, and end, the. 
only objeét of ‘my thoughts. Let my days be fpent in me- 
ditating upon thee inetiantly ; and my dreams prefent no 
other idea to my imagination : let my fpirit confer with thee 
upon my bed ; and remember thee Deine when waking 
the night feafon. ‘How fweet, O gracious Lord, who in 
| wonderful kindnefs haft fo loved, and faved, enlivened, and 
-fanétified, and exalted me inex preflibly fweet are the 


thoughts, and the remembrance of thee! Fhe more I 


dwell on thefe refletions, the more I feel my foul exhilerated 
‘and tranfported with them. © Praife thon the Lord, O my 
foul, and magnify the mercies of thy compaffionate Jefus. 
“Telli it out to all the world, how exceedingly gracious he hath | 
been to thee, and give hitn, the honour due to that charming 
- name; forhis name only is excellent, and_ his praife above 
heaven and earth. Jefus, thou inexhauftible fource of alt 
good: Jefus, thou glorious only begotten Son of the’ Moft 

Hligh God, be thou ever praifed and adored by every creature 

“in heaven above, and inthe.earth beneath ; for great art thou, 

and can’ft not worthily be praifed. O ever ever 


' refulgent beauty of the Majefty above, thou brighteft beam. 
of everlafting light ; thou life, by whofe genial. influence 
every living creature lives. Jefus, O. fweet well of life! : 


Give. “me drink of thy as out of a river.” 


» |} | 
} 
| 
» 
- 
4 
2 


Pfalm xxxvi..8. Satiate my foul: with the delights of thy 
love, that I may Jofe all. relith for vain, and fenfual, se | 
worldly joys, and fix. my thoughts and defires on thee alone 

and on thy {weet mercies: as holy David. profeffes of him-_ 

 felf, 1 remembered thine everlafting judgments, O Lord, 

and-received comfort.” Pfal. cxix. O that my foul 
y__. could fly like an eagle, bold and ftrong, without making any. 

: flop, or perching by*the way, till -it arrive at the beauties 

of, thy houfe, and the place where thine honour dwelleth t , 
Pfal. eu 8. Methinks it would ery out in aftonithment, 
great is thy goodnefs, and how. great is. thy 

beauty lad Zech. ix. 17°; my tongue in would 

fing— 

Tohim owe my life and 

And all the joys I have: 
« He makes me triumph over death, 
“And faves me from the grave. 


| & To heaven, the place of his abode, 
He brings my weary feet: 

Shews me the glories of my God, 
And makes my joys complete.” 


| 


 Ohow fhall I be, how. exquilitely, how inceffantly 
happy, when this body crumbles into duft, and my {pirit. is ‘ 
admitted through. that beautiful Gate the Lord Jefus. 
| .Chritt../ John 7—into thofe celeftial manfions; thereto 
: behold the King in his beauty, and to feed with the citizens __ 
of the heavenly Jerufalem ; and be led forth by my divine. 
Shepherd into pleafant paftures, and fruitful fields: no longer 
| to the fear of death, but, triumphing in the enjoy-— 
of everlatling glory, and joining thofe melodious choirs 
of angels, and that {weet fellowfhip and company of the - 
heavenly inhabitants ; and ever entertained that 
celeftial harmony. 
But, O! how happy myfelf to beh part with them.in 
that fong immortal to God and the Lamb; and pay the 
fame. tr bute and divine honours to my God and Saviour! 
and Captain of my falvation!—** Andinow my 
foul, that thou haft feen thy happinefs, and the coodnefs. of | 
thy God ; fee alfo what thy duty is, refulting from the fenfe of 
For be affured, that notwithttanding all thefe unf peak= 
able bleffings, and this ineffable bletlednefs, if‘thou ‘dott not: 
‘make it thy conitant care and moft earneft endeavour, to deck 
and adorn thy {clf as bec cones thee, thou fhalt not be admitted 
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_ this neceflary work, -while thou haft time ; fer now is the 
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into the embraées of thy heavenly fpoufe. Set then about 


. proper, nay, the only feafon of dreffing thyfelf for the mar- 


Fiage. Abate thy too folicitous concern for the outward 
ap of the body, and employ all thy ‘pains upon thy 
inward man: let thy habit be cleanm and comely ; thy {pots 


‘wafhed off, thy complexion‘clear ; thy decays an‘! ‘blemifhes’ 


-gefrethed, thy air modeft and graceful, thy deportment orderly 
_ and let it‘be thy chief, thy only bufinefs, fo to-prepare for thy 
- Lord’s approach, that the figure thou makeft may be fuitable 


to thy charaGter, and become the chaitity, the majefty of one 


who hath the‘honour of being a bride, to an immortal Huf- 


 band—a heavenly King.” 


B—n, Nov. 9.1799. 


| To the Rev. Deacon, Leicefier, 


| Pe I SHALL efteem it a favour if you will tranfmit to the 
 fmanagers ‘of the fund for the General . 


1 j. 
| 


| 


SIR, 


Baptiftt Academy, the 


enclofed mite, confifting of a bank-note, value two pounds. 


- Tihis little tribute of gratitude I chearfully offer to the 


fervice of my God ; thankfully acknowledging the exceeding 
_ and abundant goodnefs of the Lord unto me, which I daily © 


rience. 


| expe | | | | | 
_ * May ‘the heralds of Jehovah go forth in -the ftrength of 
their Savioer, ‘to proclaim the glorious pofpel ; may the Re- 


I SHALL be thankful if any of your correfpandents will, 
in your ufeful Magazine, give an explanation of Heb. v. 10. 


11,1799. 


@cemer's caufe profper, and his kingdom rapidly increafe, is 
the fincere prayer (and would fill with inexpreffible joy the | 


LYDIA LITTLEKNOWN. 


_ Lo the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


SIR, 


4 
5 
| 
| 


. 
4 
4 
‘ 
| 
> 
! | 
> 
vil 
le ° / 
‘ 
‘ 
tae 


“YOUR 7 
valuable Magazine, defines fanctification, faying, it fignifies 


far advanced 


‘apoftle’s meaning, and fhould be very glad of inttruction 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Lo the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 


HAVE thought upona paflage, but cannot conceive the 
meaning of it: therefore, 1 fhall take it as a great favour 

if you, or fome of your corref{pondents, pleafe to give your 
thoughts on the fame.’ It is Ecclefiaftes xi. g. eer 

Rejoice, O. young ‘man, in thy youth, andlet thy 
 heart-cheer thee in the days of thy youth; and walk in the’ 
ways of thy heart, and in the fight of thine eyes; but know 
thou, that for all thefe things God will bring thee into judg- 


To the Editor of the General Baptift. Magazine. 
orrefpondent J. T. at page 340, vol. 11, Of your 
fetting apart; and gofpel fanétification is the difpofing of the — 
- mind to holinefs and God. If he will condefcend to explain _ 
‘that more fully, it will be very acceptable to a reader of — 
your magazine. If fanttification fignify a purification of 
the mind, when are we fanctified? And when we are fanéti- 
fied, are we perfect ? that. is, are we free from inbred cor- 
ruption »_An anfwer to the above queftions, deduced from 
{cripture, will be gratefully received, by a reader of your 


Editor of the General Baptif?’ Magazine.» 
| I THINK moft will allow that wifdom is defirablé, and | 
an enquiry after truth is commendable. It is on this 


us ground, 
that a babe in knowledge prefumes on the candour of your” 


obliging correfpondents to favour him with an explanation of 


ill, 12, 13,14, 15 verfes ; but more particularly the verfe. 

| J have die authors, when they have been fpeaking of perfons _ 
in life, yet continue notorious finners, have quoted __ 
_ part of the above text in the following manner; “ If fuch be 
-faved it muft be fo ‘as by fire.” Butl am yet ignorant of the 


the following paflage in Paul’s firft epiftle to the Corinthians, 
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SELECT 


A Faithfud Narrative of the furprifing Work of God, in the Con- 
\werfron of many hundred Souls, in Nerthampton, and the néighbour- 
_ tng Towns and Villages of New Hampfhire, in New England. Ina 
_ Letter to the Rev. Dr. Colman, of Bofton. Written by the Rev. 

Mr. Edwards, Minifler of Northampton, on Nov. 6, 1737, and 
* publifaed with a large Preface, by Dr. Watts and Dr. Guyfe, 
&7 pagesi2mo. Button, . Price flitched 1s. bound as. 


"T HIS Narrative may be read to great advantage, not only 
by Chriftians in general, but particularly by young profeflors 
and young minifters. We here fee great reafon to admire the 
__ gich grace of God extraordinarily manifefted to that part .of 
the New World, where this great work was wrought.-—We 
may obferve what kind of preaching, and what kind of mi- 
nifters, and of minifterial labours, the Lord is generally pleafed 
to make ule of, in carrying on the great work of his grace, the 


falvation of men._-We may obferve how different the 


cumflances may be which fometimes attend the work of faving 
- converfion, when the work itfelf is, notwithitanding, on the 
whole, the fame.—-We may alfo learn to judge with accuracy 
and fatisfaétion, of the truth and reality of genuine conver- 
fion, ‘and fcriptural religion, in ourfelves, or in others, as 
diftinguifhed from the mere circumftances and accidents of 
them, ‘Thus,many unneceffary fcruples on the ofe hand, 
and. mueh dangerous prefumption on the other, may be happi-. 
prevented. With thefe- views, we think we may fafely 
give this Narrative our cordial recommendation. The edition 
_of it publifhed by thofe great and good meg, Dr. Watts, and 
Dr. Guyfe, in 1737, has long been very.icarce : we there- 
‘fore rejoice to fee this republication of it, and fo well executed, 

rs it refpeéts both the type and the paper. eee: 


Compendious Diktionary of the Holy Bible > exhibiting a Biogra- 
phical Hiftory of the Perfons ; a Geographico-Hiftorical Account 
of the Places; a Literal, Critical, and Syftematical Defcription 
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REVIEW, &c. 
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ef other Obj ees, whether Naiural, Artificial, Civil, Religious, or 
— Military ; including the Significations of the Hebrew and other 


Words occurring therein, Likewife a Brief View of the Figures 
and Metaphors of Holy Writ. To which is added an Appendix, 


containing Effays on vartous Bidiical Subjects, and a Chronologr. 
cal Table tof Scripture Hiftary. The fecond edition, confiderably 
enlarged. In. boards 75. Button, Paternofter-row Taylor, 


Mile En 


Road. 
THE 


as divided 
tive plates 


ftructive, to the attentive reader. 


In all publications of this kind, it is natural to expeét that 
a compiler will difcover an attachment to his own particular — 


fyftem. Nor is this to be confidered as deferving 


ublic have done juft honour to this compendious - 
and ufeful work, and rendered it lefs neceffary for reviewers 
to enlarge in it’s commendation. A fecond edition of it being” 
called for, thé compiler has made fome valuable additions to it. 
Befides corrections and enlargements in the body of the work, 
he has dacorated it with two neat, coloured maps ; one of the 
Travels of the Apoftles, and the other of the Land of Canaan, 
among the twelve T’ribes; and five other defcrip- 
and has added, by way of Appendix, feveral Ef- 
fays on particular Biblical fubjects, both entertaining and in- 


cenfure. 


Fidelity requires it. But thofe who differ from the compiler 
- in particular religious fentiments, may perufe his publication 


to great advantage. We wifh it may have a place,. 


in the library of every minifter. The fubjeéts on which it~ 


at leait, 


gives information in a few words, are- very numerous and im- 
-portant. ‘They ought to be well indented by thofe whofe 
profeited bufinefs itis to “* Jabour m the word and. doétrine.” 
‘This compilation may be confulted to confiderable advantage, 


without much expence of money or of time, and 


~ much labour of thought. ‘We think we may fafely conclude — 
with fay i &> that, few publications deferve to be more ar 


without 


dently recommended to every theological ftudent. __ 


| 
| j 


in boards. 55, Button. | 


THOUGH this valuable publication is defigned to expofe 
the Immorality and Abfurdity of Deifm in general, yeta- 
n. That 
unhappy 


principal attention is paid to Mr. Paine’s Age of Reafe 


The Gofpel it’s own Witnefs: or the Holy Nature.and Divine Har. ~ 
the Chrifttan Religion, contrafled with the immorality 
and Abfurdity of Deifm. By Andrew Fuller. 349 pages, Svo, 
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unhappy man, by‘a feeble attempt to bring the bleffed book 
of God into difgrace, has rendered himfelf the objeé& of 
pity in one view, and of contempt in another. Mr. Fuller 
treats him and his brethren, rats deferve to be treated, 
without ceremony; though not with fcurrility, as they. have — 
treated the facred. writers. The paragraphs with which 
our author introduces his work, will difcover to the © 
_ reader the view which he has of the $a 7% and of the 
writers againft whom. he has entered the lifts. 
& The controverfies between believers 'and unbelievers are 
confined to a narrower ground than thofe of profefled be- 
_ lievers with one another. ‘Scripture teftimony, any farther 
it bears the character of truth, and approves itfelf to the 
 _eonfcience, or is produced for the purpofe of explaining the 
- mature .of genuine chriftianity, 1s here out of the queftion. 
Reafon is the common ground on muit meet to 
decide their contefis. Onthis ground Chriitian writers have 
 fuccefsfully clofed with their antagonifts : fo much fo, that 
of late ages, notwithftanding all their boaft of reafon, not one |) 
in ten of them can be kept to the fair and honourable ufe of. 
"this weapon. On the contrary, they are driven to fubftitute 
' «dark infinuation, low wit, profane ridicule, and grofs abufe. 
Such were the weupons. of Shaftefbury, Tindal, Morgan, : 
_ Bolingbroke, Voltaire, Hume, and Gibbon; and fuch are ih 
\-the weapons of the author of the Age of Reafon.” 
| “-Jtis not my defign to go over the various topics ufually 
difcuffed in this controverfy, but to felecét a fingle one, which 
_.F conceive has not been fo fully attended to but that it may be 
-“confidered with advantage. The internal evidence which 
. ehriftianity pofleffes, particularly in refpect of it’s holy nature 
| and divine harmony, will be the fubject of the prefent en- 
-. Qn thefe two grounds Mr. F. combats a great number of 
objections, which the Deifis have thrown’ out againft the 
_ feriptures; and to us it-appears that the anfwers which he 
has given to thefe objections, are, on the whole, very fatisfac- » 
tory; and fuch as muft_produce conviction in every candid 
and upright mind. It may gratify our readers, and we truft 
+ .it.will induce fome to purchafe and to read the book, if we 
here give a fummary of it’s contents. It confifts of two 
parts. “ Part I. In which the Holy Nature of the Chrif- 
tian Religion is contrafted with the Immorality of Deifm.” 
_ "This part is divided into feven chapters, under the following _ 
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« Chriftianity reveals a God, glorious in: holinefs: ~ 


but Deifm, though it acknowledges a God, yet denies or 
overlooks his moral character. 2. Chriftianity teaches us to 
iris: God, and to devote ourfelves to his fervice: but ee | 
it confeffes one Supreme Being, yet refufes:to 
-worfhip him, 3. The Chriftran ftandard of morality is en- 
Jarged, and: free from impurity: but Deifm confines Our 
digations to thofe duties which refpect our own fpecies, apd 
greatly palliates vice with regard, toa breach even of them. er 
4. Chrittianity furnifhes motives to a yirtuous life, which 
-Deifm either rejects, or attempts to undermine. §. The jf 
lives of thof who reject the gofpel will not bear a compa-. = 
rifon with theirs who embrace it. 6. Chriftianity has not. | | 
only. produced good effets in thofe who cordially believe 
jt, but has given to the morals of fociety a'tone, which Deifm aon | 
fo far as it operates, goes to counteract.’ 7. Chriftianity is 
‘afource of happinefs to individuals-and to fociety: but Deifm | 
eaves both the one and the other without hope.” 
Part II. . In which the Harmony of, the Chriftian | 
Religion is confidered as an evidence of it’s divinity. Die | 
vided into five chapters, the heads of which here follow. 1 
| 


The Harmony of Scripture with Hiftoric Faét, evin- 

ced by the fulfilment of prophecy. 2. The Harmony of. 

A Scripture with Truth, evinced from it’s agreement withs: 
a the dictates of an enlightened confcience, and the refult of a 
the clofeft obfervation, 3. The Harmony of Scripture with 
it’s own profeffions, argued from the {pirit and ftyle in which 


it is written. 4. The confiftency of the Chriftian Do@rine, = |] 


particularly that of falvation through a Mediator, with 
-fober reafon. 5. The confiftency of the doétrine of Re- 

4 demption, with the modern opinion of the magnitude’ of = = 
Creation.””. On the two laft chapters of this fecond part, if 
our author has hazarded fome thoughts which are: not very | 
' common, but which deferve an attentive confideration. 

_ The work is concluded with three addrefles. 1. ToDeifts, i} 
2. Tothe Jews. 3-.. To. Chriftians.”” We conclude our’ 
account of this performance, with a fhort extract from “the | 
author’s preface, which we earneftly wifh may be engraven rt 
on every heart, efpecially, on the hearts of young people, 
of every clafs and denomination. “Any mere worldly = ff 
_ obje@, if it become the principal thing which occupies our’ 
thoughts and affections, will weaken our attachment to re- 
ligion: and if once we become cool and indifferent.to this, 
we are in the high road to infidelity.” 


q 
> = 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
° 
| 


¢ 
OBITUARY. 


fitire, died Edward Rawlate, in the 31ft year of his age. 
He had been for feveral years a regular member of the 
General Baptift church at Kegworth, Leicefterthire. His 
diforder firtt itfelf by {welling i in the legs ; it feemed 
| at firft to promife a recovery, his {welling abating in fome 
degree, though weaknefs of body continued ftill. On Sunday 
the 3d of the fame month, he was feized with fits, of which 
he had four. Thefe fo diminithed his ftrength, that he 
was incapable of being:got up for fome days. _ In his illnefs, 
“he appeared to be decply pofleffed with a fear of deceiving 
“himfelf ‘The day on which he had the fits, he was afked 
concerning the ftate of his mind, He expreffed that his. 
evidence for happinefs was not fo clear as he could with; | 
-Faying, that he could not believe as firmly as he defired to 
- do. Some days after, being.afked if he enjoyed peace with 
God, he replied that he did, and faid that % felt the evidence 

himfelf. On Wednefday, the day aforefaid, he yiclded up 
ap ve {pirit into the hands of his Creator ; and we hope he ts. 
gone to take poffeffion of that crown and kingdom, which is 
— geferved for all them that love the appearing of our Lord 
_ Jefus Chrift. He was interred in the Baptift burying-ground 
‘ae Sutton; at which time Mr. Briggs of Loughborough. 

from Heb. ix. 27. And as it is. appointed for. 
-menjonce to die, but after this the judgement.” 

The deceafed made choice.of 2625 in the 
Collsction, at that time, 
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To Young Married Chriftians, | 


Tse writer here, in much 
fends, . 
Some -plain advice to his young mare 
| ried friends ; 
Should the friendly hint. receives | 


Subferve your in a future day. 
Your vario duties learn,——and always 
move 
By rule,--and let your aétions fpring 
from Jove. 
Yourfelves, your tempers, to each o- 
ther fuit, 


And rather yield, than carry on difpute. | 
Be emulou tor that exalted fenfe, 


> may fet the matter ftraight. 
crafhly in-an angry fit, 
The other 
Néver lofe 
“fay, 
The man muf rule in love, the wife 
obey. 
Let all diffentions in the clofet end, 
Nor ever bring them up before a friend. 
Your mutual duties ftudy when alone’. 
And whe others, prove 
hearts are one : 
Your neighbours vifiting, will then per- 
 Celve, 
How ci ferent from the world believers | 
live. 
Careful attend God's worlhip ev'ry day 
Nor fufter trifles to create delay : 
Duties perform’d, in proper time 20 
place, 
Aad to religion a fu perior grace, 


fight of what the feriptures 


muft be deaf, and filent fit: : 


At meals, fome ftarted, might 


Confult dach other often 
‘What’s beft to do, or what to give away. 


be well, 
| Of God, or Chrift, the foul, or heavy’ Ma 
or hell. 
| Early to fleep retire, and early rife, 
| Left you negieé&t ‘your moaning facri » 
fice, 


Be firm and regular, whate’er it coft nF 


Or all you do, will prove but labour loft, 


| Appear not vainly great, nor manag 
near, 
Frugal and plain, in all you eat and wear. 


| In ev'ry thing, keep this in conftant 


view, 
| Not what you wifh,-but whae you ought 
do. 
Within the compafs live: this rule 
tend ; ; 


At firt fet out as you would with to end. 


If children be your portion, thankful bes 
They may be bleflings for eternity." 
Be tender, not inddlgent; ufe the rod, 
| Yet- curb with reafon,—thus you "re 
taught of God, 


| If ficknefs feem to call them, don’t #e- 


| 


fule ; 


What moi we give to God, we belt 


may ufe : 


As friends of Jefus, fhow the Reads 
friend,— 


To fouls and bodies, your noe lend. 


conftrain, 


vain, 

Gad, who the band connybial 
tied, 

With providential bleffings crown and 


guide: 


Your feture fteps ; and with fappties of 
grace, 


| Your fouls, your bodies, and your off- 
‘pring blefs. 


Be fuch throughout the piece as are | 


The world to fay your faith is not i | 
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Towards heav’n direét thy 

that love, adore that q 
ards thee the mid-. 
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| 


ROETRY. 


The world hangs heavy on our oul, 

Alnd cares and carnal things, | 

Our purpofes.and hopes controul, 
And clip devetion’s wings. 


We love thee with defire, and try 
To rife.to thine abode ; | 

But foon alas! our efforts die, 

And leave us far from God. - 


Envith: us with thy glorious. 
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And warm our frozen hearts ; 
lp us to rife and live above ; 
White fenfelets on theibed of fleep, 
Blay fecure, beneath thine eye, Heal the backflider, and reftore. | 
‘Thou art my guardian, ever The theep which go aftray 
| Corre& the proud, and help the Sidinad 
fweet thy travel on their ways 
My bdieff’d Redeemer, and my ‘God! the term 1. d the 
| pted, and t weak 
_ Beneath the fhadow of thy wings, | _ Uphold by pow’r divine; 
) My! foul i im fafety fits and fings. | | Comfort the feeble, and the meek, 
thon that giv’ft both night and morn, are | 
‘The evening thades, and rifing dawn; Or may thy fpeaking fervants prove a 
Give me a heart to/praife and'pray, |. Thy help, where’er they go; 
And ferve my Maker through this day. | May they be furnifhed from above, 
| ev'ry hour be fpent for thee, are 
| Which thou in mercy giv ‘eft Me 5 May they’ as bright thine, 
‘Ta feek thy face, may I delight, } And manifé& abroad, 
And ferve thee Moming, and That they believe the truths divine, 
might. | Which they declare fiom God, 
| Arifey my foul, with yonder fun, Take thy whole flock into thy carey "Ga 
| Swift in thy heav’nly journey run 5 ‘And watchit nightandday; 
And let thy light, through all this day, May ev'ry fheep thy favour fare; | 
Saviour’s love to man difplay. And Jefus’ voice obey. . 
| And thou, blefied Sun of righteoufnefs, } On thee we place our confidence, 
 Asife my languid foul to blefs; Thy majefty adore ; 
my future days, Be thou our refuge and defence, 
May be devoted to thy praife, i tor evermore, 
Bod when my day of life is flown, 
My raptur’d foul, it’s Lordtofee! .} . The Lo eo 
and bled, and died for me! of 
| | _ Came to thew this world his love; 
4 Came to teach our fouls to rife ; 
| Sung-at ‘on a day of Hue } Rife to thrones above the ikics. 
| ation Jefus our example is ;. 
Be baptized in hismame, j= 4 
Not regarding worldly fhame. * 
| GREAT ¢ Goa. of Providence and grace, | efus died, our fouls to fave 5 
Thy metcy we implore; efus rofe and left the grave; 
Hambly we feek thy bleffed face, 


efus-prays for us above ; 
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